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A Dedication of a Place for a Sacred Use 

 

 
A Responsive Reading:                Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, NRSV 
One: For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
All: a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
One: a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
All: a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
One: a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
All: a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
One: a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
All: a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
Prayer of Gathering:  
Holy God, you need no house to dwell in for all of earth and heaven is your home, and we 
worship you in every place where your glory is made known. Like our ancestors who crossed 
the wilderness following your pillar of cloud and fire, we assemble here as pilgrims and 
travelers, confident that our true home is in you alone. In this ordinary place, may your word of 
life be heard in all its extraordinary power and truth; may the seeking find welcome among us 
and in your waters of renewal and grace; may the hungry of heart be nourished at your table 
and equipped to serve the world; and may lives be changed, making the life of the world ever 
new; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Blessing and Sending: 
One:  In Christ, the church is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;  
All: we ourselves are built together spiritually to become a dwelling place for God.  
One: Therefore, go out from this place in peace to love and serve the Lord your God.  
All: We go rejoicing in the risen Christ and in the power of his Spirit.  
One:  May the grace of Christ attend you, the love of God surround you, 

and the Holy Spirit keep you, this day and forever more.  
All: Amen. Let us worship God!  



At-Home Prayers of Dedications 
 
As a multitude of places are dedicated to you, O God, we pray that all may rededicate their lives 
to the service of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all 
honor and glory now and forever. Amen.  
 
The following prayers may be used to dedicate your at-home worship spaces through the 
various placement of common items. All are invited to offer the same prayers as a reminder of 
the shared connection we have through Christ as a church family. Each prayer may be offered 
after the placement of a specific item: A Candle to symbolize the light of common spaces we 
miss, a Bible to unite us together within the Word of God, and the Communion Elements which 
sustain us in both body and spirit wherever we might be. 
 
 
A Prayer for Place of Worship:              The Lighting of a Candle 
Uniting God, in ancient times you called a people as your own and made covenant to be their 
God. In Jesus Christ, you gathered your church into one body, united with him and with one 
another. Let us who gather here be your holy people praising you with one voice, serving 
neighbors with one heart, honoring you in all our worship and work. As our ancestors in faith 
assembled in homes to praise you with glad and generous hearts, we gather in this place to 
worship you and be equipped for your service in the world. In the name of God, Holy One and 
Holy Three, we dedicate this place of worship for this people of God. Amen.  
 
 
A Prayer for God’s Word:             The Placement of a Bible 
Wise God, you give us your word in the ancient tablets of the law, the writings of prophets and 
apostles, and in Jesus Christ, your living Word. Give us ears to hear the word you speak in our 
time and for our lives, and to embrace it in our whole being. As our ancestors in faith received 
your commandments for living, we turn to your word to ground our life together in your love. In 
the name of God, Holy One and Holy Three, we dedicate this Bible for the sharing of your 
written Word, here and now. Amen.  
 
 
A Prayer for the Communion Elements:         The Placement of Bread and Cup 
Sustaining God, you have long nourished your people with bread for strength and wine to make 
hearts glad. At his table, the risen Christ feeds us for a new life. Equip us to live fully for him as 
we eat and drink together the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. As our ancestors in 
faith found manna each morning on the desert sands, we receive your gifts of bread and wine 
to sustain us on our journey. In the name of God, Holy One and Holy Three, we dedicate these 
communion elements for the upbuilding of your kingdom, in us within this place and within all 
your children throughout your world.  
 
 


