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   Monthly Advocate 
        
    Pastor —  Mark Singh-Hueter 
    Pastor’s Email:  ThePastor14@gmail.com                                                                   
    Office phone: 215-256-9941      
    Office Email:  office@adventharleysville.org   

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Rd  Harleysville, PA 19438 

Advent’s Guiding Principles— With Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior: 
• We believe salvation is a gift from God, available to everyone 
• We strengthen our faith as we develop our discipleship 
• We are good stewards of all that God provides us 
• We serve the needs of each other, our community and our world 
• We follow God’s will, not our own  
 
Our Welcome Statement: Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community of God,  
believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL are valued equally within our  
congregation.  We are empowered by God through faith to nurture and celebrate the vast diversity among 
individuals –  single, married, partnered, divorced – and embrace their uniqueness in all aspects of life    
including race, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical or mental abilities,          
socioeconomic  backgrounds and age. We, at  Advent, affirm and welcome you to share life with us and 
participate in God’s ministry. 

Upcoming Events 

November 1- All Team 7-8:30 

November 6– (All Saints) 8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                            
       9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour                                                                                                                          
       11am (Indoor Worship)                                                                                                                                         
                   6pm All Youth Night    

November 8-- Council 7-9pm 

November 12-13– Junior Youth Gathering at Bear Creek Camp 

November 13-   8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                                  
         9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                       11am (Indoor Worship)                                                                                                                                                                          

November 20– 8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                                  
         9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour, Social Ministry Fair Trade Sale                                                                                                                                                    
                        11am (Indoor Worship)              

November 23– Thanksgiving Eve worship at Advent with Salford Mennonite 

November 27– 8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                                  
              9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour                                                                                                                                                           
                                   11am (Indoor Worship)       

                                                                                                                                                      

 
 

 November 2022 
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Joint Thanksgiving Eve Worship, November 23, 7pm 

Advent will host the annual gathering of the Salford Mennonite 

and Advent Lutheran congregations this year as we once again 

give thanks together in worship and fellowship.  The service,     

using Holden Evening Prayer, will be hosted here on Wednesday 

November 23rd, at 7pm. You are invited to join our community in 

worship and thanksgiving. 

A member from each congregation will provide the “sermon,” reflecting on our thanksgiving for 

community, and how we have experienced it, in the past year. Worshipers are invited to bring 

offerings of food, and/or money. Food will be given to Keystone.  Financial gifts will go to our        

Lutheran and Mennonite agencies, providing disaster relief after the recent hurricanes.  Following 

worship, people will be invited to join in fellowship with refreshments and conversation. 

                              Doppelflöte 

Melissa Freilich, flute & Vincent M. Ryan, organ 

 

Tuesday, November 15, 2022 

12:00noon 

 

St John's UCC 

500 W. Main St 

Lansdale, PA 

 

PAGE 7 HAS EVEN MORE MUSIC NEWS!!  
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  Memorial gifts were given to Advent... 

 

In loving memory of Linda Johnson, monetary gifts were given by:  

Joe and Joan Kelley 

 

Stan and Jo Wilhelmson 

 

Brad and Nancy Grunewald 

 

Colleen Gular 

 

Steve and Janine Nevin 

 

Betty Schantz 

 

Carrie Johnson 

 

Steve and Jean Godsall-Myers 

 

Don and Doretta Roessler 

 

June Walker 

 

Judi Greene 

 

 
 
In lieu of other gifts, donations are invited to be sent to Advent Lutheran Church to begin a 
“Pavilion Fund” savings account. This account will provide seed money to move from          
conversation to preparation for a future pavilion. 
 
*If you have contributed, but do not appear on the list above, please contact Katie in the 
office. 
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Stewardship Update 
 

Our stewardship program this year “God’s Big Results (from tiny starts)” concludes October 30th with 
a presentation and blessing of our stewardship responses.  We hope you took time to reflect on how 
you are sharing your time, talents and finances to support Advent’s ministries.  

 
We have asked all families to consider small ways in which you can increase your generosity. Whether 
that is $1 a day more in your giving or $10 more a week.  These tiny starts can produce big results as 
an overall congregation.    

Thank you to the families that have already returned their Estimate of Giving as of commitment     
Sunday, October 30th.   

• If you have not yet returned your Estimate of Giving, we ask that you return your response as 
soon as possible through the regular offering or mail the response envelope to the church office. 

Even if you are using the Simply Giving program, we are requesting that you provide an updated       
Estimate of Giving form.  We do ask that you consider increasing your giving if you are able to do so. 
This information is very important in allowing the church council to effectively plan for the coming 
year and to help our congregation do God's work in our community and beyond.   

 

Thank you all for your participation in making Advent's mission happen.   

Stewardship Principles to live by 

Contribute Regularly 

means practicing our financial stewardship on a regular and frequent basis.  By doing so our joyful giving 

becomes a lifestyle.  Paul instructs us: 

"On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you earn."                   

1 Corinthians 16:2 
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AN EARLY ADVENT 

Time for preparation, and celebration 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

For a third year, we will again celebrate an “early Advent.” Instead of observing Advent for the four 
Sundays before Christmas, sometimes seen as a countdown to Christmas, we will start right after All 
Saints Sunday. November 13 will be the 1st Sunday of Advent.  

 

Can we do that? 

 

Since the seventh century, Advent has traditionally been the four Sundays before Christmas.  But in 
the early church, it was often longer.  There are more and more movements today to return to that, 
or try something new.  

 

Why would we do that? 

 

There are a few reasons for observing an earlier Advent. 

 

OK, which do you want?  The fun reasons, or what I think are the more important ones? 

 

FUN – Our Christmas focus early gives us a couple weeks in December to jump into Christmas – the 
decorations, Christmas hymns, the Christmas message (not Rudolf, or Scrooge, but Jesus – God in 
flesh). We will start on December 11 rather than wait until Christmas Eve. 

 

FUN – instead of fighting the malls and Christmas specials and saying, “It’s not Christmas yet,” we get 
to reach out to those visiting the malls and watching the Christmas specials and say, “Pause for a   
moment, come to church, and kneel in awe before the child in the manger. Let’s talk about that. And 
let’s sing.” 

 

MORE IMPORTANT – An early Advent makes clear that Advent is NOT simply a countdown to     
Christmas.  Advent is a time of waiting, and preparation…to remember Christ’s coming at Christmas, 
yes, but also Christ’s promise to come again.   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Our primary worship planning resource (Sundays and Seasons) offers a “flexible order for evening prayer [which] may 
be celebrated as a midweek service for congregations observing or exploring the idea of a seven-week Advent season 
beginning the Sunday following All Saints.” It goes on to say that, “Though a seven-week Advent is a new practice to 
many congregations, the North American Academy of Liturgy’s Advent Project describes it as a return to the ancient 
church’s practice…” 
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(Pastor Mark cont.) 

MORE IMPORTANT – Advent is NOT “pre-Christmas.” It is a separate season, for quiet, for                  
remembering promises, for hope, for waiting for God.  We will embrace that Advent quiet and       
preparation for four weeks – Nov 13, 20, 27, and December 4. 

 

MORE IMPORTANT – The early Advent is not to get a jump on Christmas. It is to dive deeply into the 
Advent themes, sing strongly the Advent hymns, and practice waiting expectantly for God’s promises. 
It is not rushing Christmas. Advent is not Christmas. Our hope is to take time to experience a richer 
Advent. 

We are trying to do something new AND embrace ancient traditions and holy seasons. That can get 
complicated, and messy at times. 

 

When we’re a couple weeks ahead of most others, some resources aren’t available yet.  (I will end up 
going back three years to find preaching resources from 2019, when we had the same Bible readings 
and prayers.)  Fortunately, most “Advent Calendars” start on December 1st and count up to the 25th, 
so those still work.   

 

With Advent starting earlier, our worship and music and Christian Ed planning has to happen earlier.   

 

We have to figure out when to plan certain events – the intergenerational ADVENTures, the Advent 
dinner, Christmas caroling, decorating, more?  What timing of each has the most meaning? What 
makes the most sense for our opportunities and needs this year? 

 

Lots to do. A busy time of year. But hopefully with a clear focus. 

 

An early Advent observance – November 13, 20, 27, December 4 – a time of quiet preparation and 
hope and remembering God’s promises. Christ has come. Christ will come again. 

 

A couple weeks of Christmas celebration – December 11 and 18 – a time to step away from the 
Christmas rush in the stores, online, on TV, and step back into church. Kneel at the manger. Be in quiet 
awe.  

Come and worship,  

Come and worship,  

Worship Christ the newborn king. 

 

Your Partner in Christ’s Ministry, 

Pastor Mark 
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 Music News 

Flute and organ duo, Doppelflöte (Melissa Freilich, flute 
& Vincent M. Ryan, organ), recently completed a week of 
concerts in Harleysville, PA and Wittenberg,                   
Germany.  Venues included Church of the Holy Spirit and 
Advent Lutheran Church (both of Harleysville) and the 
Schlosskirche and Stadtkirche (Wittenberg).  The concerts 
helped nurture the existing relationship and                    
collaboration between the two towns: this was Freilich's 
debut abroad, Ryan has performed several times in 

Wittenberg, Thomas Herzer (Schlosskirche cantor) and the Gospelchor Wittenberg have performed in 
Harleysville three times.  Highlights of the tour included new repertoire composed specifically for 
flute and organ.  "Sonatina for Do-Organ" was composed by Anders Börjesson for the Orgelkids kit 
(world premiere by Doppelflöte Nov 2021) and "With Pipes of Tin and Wood" by Till Meyn 
(international premiere on this tour).  Freilich and Ryan have been making music together since 
1998. 

 

Melissa and Vince also toured Leipzig and Potsdam, and visited many friends who have been to     
Harleysville in the past.  Special greetings from Ensemble Nobiles (who sang at Advent on           
Reformation Day 2019), the Gospelchor, The Herzer and Schaper Families, Gerlinde Bergmann (who 
sang in our choir), and many others! 
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Deadline for Articles for the Monthly 
December Advocate  
Newsletter: Monday, November 17th  

 

Staff 
Ministers:   All the people of Advent 
Pastor:    Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
Minister of Music : Vincent M. Ryan 
Coordinator of Spiritual Development: 
Carrie Ryan     
Office Administrator: Katie Rosenberg 
Sexton: Interim Cleaning Service 
(Fermelicia Welchez)  
Lay Eucharist Ministers: 
Joan Kelley,  Ashleigh Miller, Carrie 
Ryan, Dan & Paula Slemmer 

Prime Timers 

Prime Timers will meet Tuesday, November 1st at 11:30 am at Franconia Heritage Restaurant. 

508 Harleysville Pike, Telford 

Join us for food and friendship! 

 

 

 

 

 

Singles Dining Out 

 

Gather together with Singles Dining Out on Wednesday, November 16th at 6pm.  We will meet at 
Yantze Chinese Restaurant,  2333 Welsh Road, Lansdale (Ralph’s Corner). 
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Christian Ed News 

 

 

 

 

Here is the zoom link to join:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88199518617?pwd=SFJadThOQW5CSXdUbE5LZlpRMCtWUT09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole and Forgiven Bible Study Continues  

Monday, November 7 @ 8:30pm via Zoom.  

Wednesdays, November 2 and 9, Noon at Advent.  

Each week we learn about a different person from the New Testament.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Youth Night @ Advent  

Sunday, November 6 from 6-8PM  

Youth in 5th-12th grades  

We’re having breakfast for dinner!  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88199518617?pwd=SFJadThOQW5CSXdUbE5LZlpRMCtWUT09
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Christian Ed cont. 

 

 

 

Jesse Tree Devotionals  

Praying Through Advent with the Jesse Tree   

Jesse Trees are used to help tell the story of the Bible from creation to the Christmas Story.  They are 
a very old Christmas Tradition that first started in medieval times.  We will be using the Jesse Tree as 
our theme for the Advent season once again this year! A Jesse Tree Advent devotional - filled with 
Bible stories, prayers and activities - will be available, as well as craft kits to make your Jesse Tree   
ornaments throughout the Advent season. Look for more information in your weekly church email. 
Advent begins on November 13. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Card Ministry  

Everybody loves getting mail, especially 
when it is a handwritten card!  Each month a 
small group of volunteers will meet to write     
birthday messages for Advent members. All 
are welcome to join us on Wednesday,      
November 15 from 10:30-11:30 AM. Please 
contact Diana Shearer with questions.    
shearerfamily@verizon.net  

 

 

Communion Bread Baking Ministry  

Thank you to our members who have been   
baking our delicious communion bread each 
week! If you would like to join this new Advent 
ministry, please contact Carrie Ryan. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who helped with the Confirmation Luncheon on October 23 and the Confirmation 
Celebration on October 30. Thank you to Paula Slemmer for painting the cards for our confirmands.  

mailto:Shearerfamily@verizon.net
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  Christian Ed cont. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Faith Milestone – Confirmation  
Congratulations to our 9th graders who affirmed their baptism on October 30: Natalie, Nina, Adam, 
Ava, Hannah, Julea, Eva, Aaron, Thomas, Jackson, Katie, Kendall, Elliot, Sarah, Jonah and Chase.  
We look forward to seeing where the Holy Spirit will lead them as they continue their faith         
journeys.  We also thank the men and women who mentored these young people through the   
confirmation process: Amy, Shirl, Bruce, Diana, Wendy, Kim, Robin, Joel, Nelson, Matt, Jo, Nancy, 
Andy, Kara, Harry and Rich.                                        
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                                                                                   Social Ministry   

Become a Blood Donor! 
     

Our next Red Cross Blood Drive at Advent Lutheran is:  Tuesday, November 1, 2022 from 2:00 - 7:00 
pm 

The need for donors is great right now. The American Red Cross is currently testing blood products 
for antibodies. You will be able to see the results of your antibody test about 7 to 10 days after your 
donation (this is not testing to diagnose illness.) 

Facts about donating blood 

• Every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood. 

• One donation can help to save the lives of up to three people. 

The number one reason donors say they give blood is because they “want to help others.” 

Who can give? 

If you are at least 17 years old, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds and are in general good health and 
feeling well on the day of the donation. you will be eligible to give blood. Eligible doors can give every 
two months. 

 Helpful Reminders 

• Please bring a photo ID and names of medications that you take. 

Make sure that you had a light meal and plenty to drink. 

Choose a convenient time to donate blood. You can sign up for the blood drive on the American 

Red Cross website link below. Thank you for donating! 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

O GIVE THANKS… and share your blessings with others in our community! Advent will be       
collecting Thanksgiving Meal Bags for Keystone Opportunity Center to distribute to local      
families.  To participate this year, please sign up through the Sign-Up Genius link below.      
Shopping lists and tote bags will be located in the office vestibule. Please bring the filled bag 
to Advent on Friday, November 4 through Sunday, November 6.  Feel free to donate an entire 
bag or team up with another family.  Our goal is to donate at least 30 bags for our neighbors 
facing food   insecurity. Thank you for your generous support!   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-thanksgiving1 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-thanksgiving1
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Social Ministry cont. 

2022-2023 SCS OFFERINGS: 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

 Due to the ongoing war in Ukraine and the many disasters affecting our world from climate 
change, Advent will once again collect SCS offerings during the 2022-2023 school year for         
Lutheran Disaster Response. At the end of the school year, offerings will be donated equally   
between Lutheran Disaster Response and Advent operating expenses.  

 Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing, and renewal to people whose lives have 
been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. For more information, 
click on the following link:  

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response 

 Please encourage students to participate in the SCS offering. This is an excellent opportunity to 
provide globally to others in need. Help students understand the importance of sharing.    
Whether they have an allowance, receive money as a gift, or get paid for a chore, encourage 
them to share part of those blessings with the church and others!  

************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

                                          FAIR TRADE SALES – Just in Time for the Holidays! 

                                           Looking for meaningful gifts to empower our global neighbors AND encourage                   

environmentally sustainable production? Our next two Fair Trade Sales will be held Sunday,     

November 20 and December 18 between services. No cash? No problem! Members can now pur-

chase items using credit or debit cards with their cell phones. 

We invite you to purchase competitively priced products from Lutheran World Relief (coffee) and 

Equal Exchange (chocolate, nuts, cocoa). Thank you for your willingness to partner with farmers, 

workers, and families in need of our support!  ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

Fall Chrysanthemum Sale Update  

With many thanks to our generous members, Advent raised $500 for Peaceful 
Living, a local, faith-based organization serving individuals in our community 
with intellectual and behavioral disabilities. Thank you for supporting our    
mission to help others!  ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
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Social Ministry cont. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE 

Habitat for Humanity (HFH) of Montco/Delco is constructing two twin 

homes at 2714 Cowpath Road in Hatfield for 4 families in need of affordable housing. 

 The Advent Build Day at the site was Friday, September 16. We helped to tape insulation, seal 

ductwork, flash windows, and other jobs. Advent will be invited to the House Dedication     

ceremony in February or March 2023. 

 Our Buy-A-Brick fundraiser raised $1,000 to support the Faith Build, where 'Bricks' were      

donated toward construction costs.  Thank you for putting faith into action to help change a 

local family's life! 

 Below is the Habitat for Humanity October Newsletter which gives an update on the         

progress of the build and a shoutout to Advent! 

https://mailchi.mp/habitatmontdelco/habitat-for-humanity-volunteer-newsletter-
december-4214210?e=6aeafe05ae 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

Fall Care Packages Update:  MANY THANKS for your generous donations!! 24 care packages 

were shipped to our college students this semester – filled with 

snacks, gift cards, school supplies, and handmade cards from 

the confirmands and their mentors. Thank you for supporting 

Advent college students while they are at school!  ~ Advent    

Social Ministry Team 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

ADVENT ANGEL TREE for Silver Springs - Martin Luther School:  

This holiday season, Advent will be participating in a wish list program for Silver Springs Martin     
Luther School which provides residential care for students with emotional and behavioral            
challenges. In November, members will be able to select a gift from the Angel Tree or 
from an online sign-up  genius. Gifts will be due in early December. Thank you for 
making the holidays brighter for many children!!   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

https://mailchi.mp/habitatmontdelco/habitat-for-humanity-volunteer-newsletter-december-4214210?e=6aeafe05ae
https://mailchi.mp/habitatmontdelco/habitat-for-humanity-volunteer-newsletter-december-4214210?e=6aeafe05ae


15 

 

Social Ministry cont. 

HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING:  If you are searching for more meaningful gift ideas this holiday season, the 

2022 ELCA Good Gifts Catalog has many ideas that support ministries, fight hunger, and save lives! 

Catalogs will be available in the narthex and in the office entrance hall. 

For more information, please see https://goodgifts.elca.org  or watch this one-minute video about 

how the ELCA Good Gifts program works: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_SLkoiwQEI          

~ Advent Social Ministry Team  

 

Keystone Opportunity Center “Immediate Needs” Weekly Email 

The Immediate Needs is a list of the immediate items needed by Keystone families to live a more 

self-sufficient life. Keystone posts the list every Friday on their website at                                  

https://keystoneopportunity.org/needs/ as well as on social media. Advent includes the link in our 

weekly Wednesday email.  

Donations may be delivered to Keystone Opportunity Center, 104 Main St, Souderton, Mondays 

through Thursdays from 9am to 4pm. Keystone hopes to better serve their clients because of this 

program. Thank you for helping our neighbors in the community! 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_SLkoiwQEI
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Social Ministry cont. 

SHEPHERD’S SHELF is a local emergency food cupboard located at Christ     
Lutheran Church, 2211 Mainland Road, in Harleysville.  

On Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 8:00 pm, volunteers (age 
12+) distribute food items to those in need. Available positions are general 
helpers, carrying bags to client cars, and the registration desk. If you are able 
to help, please use the link below to access the Sign-Up Genius volunteer list. 
Contact Sunny Hassett on Advent's Social Ministry team with any questions. 

Thank you for your support!!    http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds   

************************************************************************************************************************* 

Manna to Go: 

Dear Advent members, the Social Ministry Team looks at specific needs within the church,    

community, synod, and world, and organizes help from our congregation to meet those needs. 

One of our programs at Advent, Manna to Go, provides meals, transportation, and/or personal 

care to our members as needed. 

If you (or your family) are experiencing an illness, hospital stay, or other situation where meals, 

rides, or another service would be helpful, please let the Social Ministry team know and we will 

organize our church family to provide whatever is needed. You may also contact Pastor Mark or 

the church office who will communicate with us.    

~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds

