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The Advent Monthly Advocate 

       Pastor —  Mark Singh-Hueter 
    Pastor’s Email:  ThePastor14@gmail.com                                                                   
    Office phone: 215-256-9941      
    Office Email:  office@adventharleysville.org   
    www.AdventHarleysville.org 

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Rd 
Harleysville, PA 19438  

July 2020 

 
Advent’s Guiding Principles— With Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior: 
• We believe salvation is a gift from God, available to everyone 
• We strengthen our faith as we develop our discipleship 
• We are good stewards of all that God provides us 
• We serve the needs of each other, our community and our world 
• We follow God’s will, not our own  
 

Our Welcome Statement: Advent Lutheran Church of Goshenhoppen, a welcoming community of 
God,  believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL are valued equally 
within our  congregation.  We are empowered by God through faith to nurture and  
celebrate the vast diversity among individuals –  single, married, partnered, divorced – and  
embrace their uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic  backgrounds and age. We, at Advent, affirm and  
welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s ministry. 

Upcoming Events 

Every Sunday at 8:30am our service is Live Streamed - watch live or any time after. See our  
website for access. 

Adult Forum meets every Sunday at 9:45 am via Zoom 

July 14 - Council Meeting ( Zoom) at 7pm 

July 19 - Prayer and Pretzel Summer Edition—Stop by between 6pm and 9pm 

July 21 - Faith Lens Discussion with Carrie (Zoom) at 7:30pm 

July 26 - Rain date for Prayer and Pretzel Summer Edition 

July 31 - Deadline for VBS registration 

August 3-7 - Compassion Camp VBS Program (Held in your home, materials supplied) 

 

Keep an eye on our website for other events you might be interested in! Our staff continues to 
work on finding ways to keep us all connected during this time of social distancing.  
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A letter from Pastor Mark 
“How Long, O Lord?” 
 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
I’m guessing that’s what some are feeling now, or have been feeling 
for a while.  How long God?  

But…is that OK to say to God?  Isn’t that questioning God, or complaining?  Is 
that being un-Christian?  Aren’t we supposed to trust and obey? 
 
Check out Psalm 13: 

1 How long, O Lord? Will you forget me for ever? 
   How long will you hide your face from me? 
2 How long must I bear pain* in my soul, 
   and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 

One of the reasons I love the Psalms is that they get real with God.  There are 
wonderful psalms of praise and worship, and of trust and thanksgiving. All good. 
But there are also Psalms that complain, that lament, that bargain with God, that 
accuse God, and even ones that get angry at God.  They don’t get all perfect and 
cleaned up for God, with our Sunday best. They get real with God about feelings, 
about hurts and fears.  They bring it to God, trusting that God is big enough to 
handle it. 
 
I am NOT saying it’s desirable to get angry at God or accuse God.  But I AM 
saying that if you feel angry at God, or let down by God, then bring it to God 
trusting God is big enough to handle it.  (By the way, God already knows those 
feelings, so you can’t really hide them anyway.)  Speak them out…and then ask 
God, plead with God, challenge God to be with you and forgive you and help you 
thru this…thru this hardship in life…and thru this challenge of faith to a 
stronger relationship.   
 
So…if you’re feeling hurt, or angry, or wondering “how long,” find a Psalm that 
expresses that and read it, out loud, maybe really loud.  Bring it to God, trusting 
that our loving, forgiving God is there with you, holding on, working for good. 
 
Your partner in God’s mission, 

Pastor Mark  

javascript:void(0);
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Two Important Resources Available 

 

At Home Faith Formation Resources  - This file contains faith formation resources 
for children through adults.  Devotionals, daily prayers, children’s worship bulletins, 
faith formation websites, family Sunday Church school lessons with videos, and 
more!  New resources are added weekly.  There are folders for each Sunday, as well 
as resources for every day.  If you do not have access to a printer, I’d be happy to 
print out resources for you. 

 

Resources to Borrow - Would you like an ELW hymnal to use at home? Are you in 
need of some craft or school supplies?  Interested in making a different puzzle or  
trying a new game?  Craving for something different to read or watch?  Advent has 
many of these items that are currently not being used.  Check out the link for  
available resources for you to borrow or use.  Email me 
cryan@adventharleysville.org with the items you would like.  I will get your "order" 
ready and arrange a pick up time.  If you have items you would like to donate, let me 
know. 

July Bible Verse 

For the Lord is good and His love endures forever; 

God’s faithfulness continues through all generations. 

~Psalm 100:5 

God’s love and faithfulness is with us all the time! 

Prayer and Pretzels...Summer Edition! 

Join us on Sunday evening, July 19th, outside on 
the church property.  Come anytime between 6 
and 9 PM.  Bring your own chair, water bottle and 
mask.  Prayer stations with activities (for all ages 
and abilities) will be set up throughout the  
property so we can practice safe social  
distancing.  Rain date is Sunday, July 26th.  

file:///C:/Users/Carrie%20Ryan/Documents/Advocates/2020/At%20Home%20Faith%20Formation%20Resources
file:///C:/Users/Carrie%20Ryan/Documents/Advocates/2020/Resources%20to%20Borrow
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Staff 
 

Ministers:   All the people of Advent 
Pastor:    Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
Minister of Music : Vincent M. Ryan 
Coordinator of Spiritual Development: 
Carrie Ryan     
Office Administrator: Nikki Young   
Sexton: Lynn Lambert 
Lay Eucharist Ministers:  Betty Keck,  
Joan Kelley,  Ashleigh Miller, Carrie Ryan, 
Dan & Paula Slemmer. 
 

Thank you to the Vincent family for 
making some “stress relief squeezes”. 
They are free and located in the 
vestibule by the office along with 
“coloring pages 
for when you 
feel anxious “ 
from Illustrated 
Ministry.  
 

 

Adult Forum – All are welcome!  

Grab a cup of coffee and join us for some wonderful conversation about faith and community!   

The adult forum is gathering this summer via Zoom on Sundays at 9:45AM.  It is a great time to 
“see” one another and chat.  Each week we discuss a short article from the Living Lutheran 
magazine.  Articles will be posted in advance in our Wednesday email from the church office.   
You can find all articles at https://www.livinglutheran.org/  To join the conversation on Sunday 
mornings, go to  and enter meeting ID:   This meeting ID is 
used for all adult forum gatherings. 

 

Faith Lens Discussion 

Join us on Tuesday, July 21 at 7:30 PM via Zoom for a Faith Lens Discussion.  Faith Lens is a weekly Bible 
study that engages people in connecting world events with the Bible, faith and everyday life.  The Zoom 
link to join the discussion will be in the Wednesday email from the church office.  Questions, contact 
Carrie Ryan. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/
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Box City 

Box City 2020 occurred in early March, before the COVID19 pandemic hit our area.  Will Stover, Dylan 
DaLuz, Garrett Ryan and Carrie Ryan participated in the event that raised $3,400 for Ministries at Main 
Street Shelter in Pottstown.   Many activities challenged the youth in their thinking of what  
homelessness looks like.   After creating their sleeping area on Saturday afternoon (Will and Dylan  
created the “Advent Bus”) the 80+ youth participated in a mass gathering of song and prayer.  They 
were then divided into 4 groups that rotated to 4 different large group activities.   
1)  Outdoor Team Scavenger Hunt to find items necessary to live (shelter, food, water, clothes,  
medicine).   
2)  Indoor Team Building Activity - "Flip the Tarp" Game, Homeless Game where kids were the pawns 
and a service project (tying fleece blankets for Ministries on Main Street)  
3) Setting Up/Preparing for Nightwatch   
4)  Spirit Room with various prayer stations and art activity.  Dinner was a "soup kitchen" with bread and 
over 20 different homemade soups to choose from (thanks to the members of St. James!)  The evening 
ended with a very powerful 90 minute Nightwatch where the youth rotated to 6 different stations  
outside around the church property.   

 

 

 

 

This summer, Bear Creek Camp is opening the opportunity for a relaxing vacation for 
your family (or extended family and friends) with opportunities for exploring nature, 
enjoying s’mores, great food, and time amongst the woods, creeks, and lake.  
Though this does not look like a traditional summer at Bear Creek Camp, we are  
excited to offer cabin and tent space rentals.  Rentals will be available through  
August 9th. To make a reservation call the camp office 570-472-3741 or email 
bccamp@bearcreekcamp.org and they will follow up. 

mailto:bccamp@bearcreekcamp.org
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Compassion Camp VBS: Be loved. Be kind. Be YOU! 

Join us this summer for our Compassion Camp: Be Loved. Be Kind. Be YOU. VBS 
program!  We will focus on compassion for others, ourselves and the world.  In 
light of the COVID-19 restrictions and in order to make wise health choices, our 
VBS program will be primarily an “at-home” experience.  VBS will be held  
August 3-7 and can be for your ENTIRE family, regardless of age! 

Prior to VBS, all registered families will receive a kit with the necessary  
materials to make learning fun; lessons, craft supplies, games, snack suggestions and some surprises, 
too!  Each day during VBS we will have a short Bible story skit, music, gathering and closing video via 
YouTube.  You can watch the videos and complete the activities throughout the week, when it is most 
convenient for your family.  If you are away on vacation that week, no worries, you can easily do the 
activities when you come back later in August!  We are hoping to have an “in-person outside socially 
distance gathering” at Advent before and after VBS week for the families.  In lieu of a registration cost, 
we are collecting donations of “Kid Friendly Foods” for Keystone Opportunity Center.  Donations of  
spaghettios, raviolis, beefaroni, peanut butter and jelly, not “too” sugary cereal, tuna packets, juice  

boxes, goldfish crackers, fruit roll ups, peanut butter crackers, granola bars, 
popcorn.  Donations of  crayons, chalk, stickers and bubbles are appreciated 
too!   

 
We do ask that you register by July 31, so we have a VBS kit ready for your 
family. Register online at adventharleysville.org.  Contact Carrie Ryan with 
questions cryan@adventharleysville.org.  Don’t forget to invite your friends 
and neighbors! 

Inspirational Walkway Signs 

Many community members use the walkway connecting our parking lot to Old Morris Road.  It is much 
safer to ride your bike, run or walk your dog on this pathway rather than route 113!  We decided to 
share some heartwarming messages with our neighbors!  Come take a walk and check out the signs!  
Thank you to Lauren McClure, Katie McClure and Kendall Moyer and your book club for making the 
signs!  

mailto:cryan@adventharleysville.org
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Thank You! 

Thank you Sunday School Teachers! 

Along with Advent’s AMAZING children and youth are our AMAZING Sunday Church School teachers, 
helpers and adult forum facilitators! These volunteers share their love of Christ with our congregation.  
They take time to get to know our youth and adults and are a significant part of their faith formation. 
They plan, research and create their lesson and discussions so they are engaging, educational and fun.   
 
Please join me in thanking our AMAZING teachers, helpers and adult forum facilitators!  You are all a 
blessing to Advent! 

SCS Teachers: Ingrid Dale-Ali, Becky Fisher, Karen Evans, Doretta Roessler, Diana McClure, Rob Ribelin, 
Kevin Self, Lisa Holloway 

Adult Forum Facilitators: Virginia Woodbury, Rich Lantz, Judi Greene, Stan Wilhelmson, Eileen Solomon 

SCS Helpers: Sunny Hassett, Michelle Taylor, Michelle Kurosz, Wendy Taylor, Leitha Foley, Virginia 
Woodbury, Leda Tompkins, Emily Vincent, Ashleigh Miller, Kathy Farrell, Tim Hutchinson 

Building Fund Update 

We are pleased to report that as of 7/1 we have received responses from 59 families providing a total of 
$38,135. We are very thankful for this great response as we push towards our goal of $40,000. The  
contract for the roof replacement has been signed and we are waiting for the work to be  
scheduled. Money received in excess of what is needed to cover the roof and support the Audio/Video  
position through 2020, will be maintained in the Building Fund Account. These funds will go towards 
other identified projects (paving, flooring, etc.) and will reduce the amount required for any future 
building appeal. If you are able to support this appeal please return your response card and donation by 
July 31st.   

Thank you from Evan Wightman 

Dear Advent Family,  

I would like to thank Advent for recognizing the graduation class of 2020. I want to thank everyone for 
all the cards, goodies, and the gift card. It was truly appreciated. I hope everyone has been doing well 
these last few months; you all are in my prayers. Thank you again for everything! In this difficult time it 
made my graduation more meaningful.  

Thank you again!  

Evan Wightman “Covid Class of 2020”  

Thank you from the Young Family 

Thank you all for the prayers, emails, phone calls and meals after Josh’s surgery. Our family is blessed to 
have you all in our lives. Josh is doing much better and is still non-weight bearing until at least the end of 
July, but we are all doing well. We truly appreciate it all and are hopeful for much better days ahead!   

Nikki, Josh and Sammy Young 
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Music and Worship 

Share the peace, not the virus! 

Will you take a moment to share the peace with us?  We are collecting videos of you or your 
family, (perhaps from somewhere on vacation), saying "Peace be with you."  You may email 
them to music@adventharleysville.org and we'll feature the video in an upcoming  
live-streamed worship.  Questions? - contact Vince.  

Scenes from the 

13th annual 

American Music 

Concert. 

Available on our 

YouTube channel 

if you missed it!  

See our website. 

Keystone Backpack and School Supply Drive 

Keystone Backpack and School Supply Drive - Keystone Opportunity Center provides assistance to families in 
need in our community in many ways. One of the ways they help families is by providing backpacks filled with 
new school supplies to students before each school year. For Dylan Ribelin’s Eagle Scout Project he is putting  
together backpacks filled with new school supplies to donate to Keystone Opportunity Center. This is such a 
needed program within Keystone. This past school year they distributed 425 filled backpacks to students in need. 
 
The specific backpack items needed are listed below. Any donated amount is greatly appreciated, you do not 
need to provide every item. Donations can be dropped off at Advent in the parking lot on Sunday, July 19 from 
6:00pm to 9:00pm.  Please contact Dylan Ribelin with questions. Thank 
you for helping to prepare school students in our community for the  
upcoming school year. 

• Backpack  

• 1” Binder 

• Pocket Folder  

• Pencils   

• Index Cards 

• Ruler 

• Highlighter 

• Pencil Sharp-
ener  

• Pencil Case 
with  
Zipper OR 
Box 

• Colored  
Pencils 

• Composition  
Notebook 
WIDE RULE 

• Spiral Note-
book WIDE 
RULE 

• Crayons 

• Glue Sticks 

• Filler Paper 
WIDE RULE 

• Pair Earbuds 

mailto:music@adventharleysville.org
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Devotionals  
 

Taking Faith Home - weekly devotional that includes:  daily Bible 
readings, a scripture verse, prayers for the week, conversation  
starters for families and small groups, devotions, a service activity, 
rituals and traditions.   
Word in Season - daily devotional that reflects on the themes of  
Sunday's texts with relevant meditations throughout the week.  
Portals of Prayer -  daily devotional that includes a Bible reading, 
meditation and prayer to apply to your daily life  
And Give You Peace: Words of Comfort at a Time of Grief -  The devotions and prayers in this small 
booklet are not to be read straight through or even daily. They are topical, and are to be read at the 
very specific times when they are the most appropriate.    
If God is my strength, why am I still tired? - devotions for Christian caregivers  

 

 

All devotionals are available in the office vestibule 

 

Deadline for Articles for the  
August issue  

of the Monthly Advocate  
Newsletter:  

All articles must be into the office no  
later than Monday, July 27, 2020  

 For those that are coming into the church building or office for 
various reasons we ask that you would call first and make sure 
there are not too many others present.  We have a sign on the 
doors stating requirements for entry to the Church Building. To 
protect all who use our building, all individuals entering the 
church building will be required to:  

• Wear masks over nose and mouth while inside the building 

• Always maintain proper social distancing: stay 6 feet apart and please do not enter staff offices 

• Upon entering wash or sanitize your hands. Repeat often.  

• Do not enter if you are sick or have any COVID-19 symptoms 

The ONLY exceptions regarding wearing of masks are:  

• No other person in the building upon your entry 

• Staff and other individuals may remove their masks while working alone within their immediate  
work area 

• An individual who cannot do so due to a medical condition or are under the age of 2 

However, you must have a mask available and wear it in case others do enter your work area or if 

you must walk to an area where others may be present.  
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Tough Things to Talk About  Throughout this journey of life, tough things come up.  We can be at a loss 
as to where to turn.  Be assured, you can always reach out to Pastor Mark.  But there are also others, here at  
Advent, with particular experiences which make them especially helpful peer resources.  You can share, knowing 
your concerns will be kept private.  Following are names and contact information for several people who have 
expertise or first hand experience in the identified areas of concern.  This would not be professional counseling, 
but a peer resource who can share and help you discern what you might want or need to do. 

Divorce / Blended Family Michele George  

Surviving Suicide of a Loved One Ruth Swingle  

Loss of a Child Betsy Smith  

Loss of an Infant Jo Wilhelmson  

Loss of a Spouse Judi Greene  

Loss of a Spouse Rich Lantz  

Infertility/Adoption Ingrid Dale-Ali  

Children with Special Needs Jessica Padlaszek   

Health and Wellness Carly Smith  

Anxiety Sarah Self  

Addiction Joe and Eileen Filice  

Caregiving Barb Taylor  

Caregiving Jim Keenan  

Eating Disorders Ingrid Dale-Ali  

Loss/ Bereavement Emily Vincent  

Cancer Pastor Mark has resources  

2020 Congregational Council 

Executive Team 

President, Steve Nevin; Vice President, Carl Dahlgren;  

Treasurer, Ben Potter; Secretary, Kim Sekiya; Pastor, Mark Singh-Hueter;  

Congregational Council Teams 

Team Team Chair Council Liaison 

Christian Education  Eileen Solomon 

Fellowship Leda Tompkins /Trish Barth Leda Tompkins 

Finance Dean Shollenberger Ben Potter 

Property Stan Wilhelmson/Harry Johnson Tim Scheckenbach 

Social Ministry Doretta Roessler Carly Smith 

Stewardship Sarah Self Carl Dahlgren 

Welcome Rich Lantz (Interim Chair) Ruth Swingle 

Worship & Music Rachelle Shollenberger Rachelle Shollenberger 
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       Members in our Prayers 

June Barto, Lillian Capaldi, Joy Clemmer, Paul Fisher, Sandy 
Freshcorn, Miriam Geiger, Charlotte Kalbfleish, George Keck, 
Sally Keenan, Brigitte Noch, Frank Roberto, Polly Sherry, Mer-
lyn Singh-Hueter, Ronald Sparks, Mark Taylor, Michelle Taylor 
& Family, Laura Tancredi, Eryn Werner  

 

Families that are Grieving 

The Family of David Morton (former Advent member) 

The Family of Dennis Kolumber (father of a friend of Ben Solomon) 

The Family of Bill Devoll (father of Jason DeVoll) 

* when a loved one dies; we pray for the family for three weeks 

 

Friends and Family in our Prayers 

Abby, Ed & Natalie Allen, Baby Nora, Helen Barber, Cindy Basile, George Bernick, Tom Blass,  

Remy Bowes, Anna Marie & Paul Brown, Bob Brown, Bill Bubb, Caroline Canterbury, Laurie Car-

rington, Lori Check, Roger Clark, Logan Conley, Taylar Croft, Rachel Cummins, Bob & Pat Da-

vidson, Jen Delp, Connie & John DeRenzi, Joseph DiGiovanni, Janet Edwards, Alex Elefante, 

Shirley Eyre, Albert Elms, Karen Fad Maskas, Jeanne Ferry, Mary Foor, Constance Frias, Paula 

Frias, Frank Gormley, Carol Granieri, Cameron Gular, Sherri  & Mike Hart, Fred Helwig, Phil 

Hentz, Walter Holman, Laura Holmes, Jim Hutchinson, Donald Hoy, Donna Jenkins, Andy John-

stone, Charlie Keim, Maura Keenan, Mary Koller, Guy Kovich, Lori Leo, Layle LeFever, Marion 

Lightcap, Janice Linfoot, Jerry Linfoot, Anthony Marro, Bill McCauslind, Connie McClure, Alex 

Mensinger, Berthann Milkovitz, Cathi Miller, Ruthann Miller, Karen Millisor, Melissa Mull, Bish-

op Stephen Munga, Michael Murphy, Elizabeth Myers, James Ogilvie, Kim Peterson, Bob Platt, 

Carol Puzzella, Dan Quinn, Mike Rafter, Angie Rittenhouse, Gayle Roberts, Ray Sague, Billie 

Schanely, The Schaneley Family, Hank Scheckenbach, Urs Schwabe, Dave Schwenk, Sarah Sed-

lak, Betsy Seiz, Sister Daniel Margaret, Elaine Slavins, Amy Smith, Tom Smith, Ned Spitzig, Lori 

Strayer, Cindy Stegle, Vadym & Ipnna Stupak, Denise Tontarski, Linda Treese, Matt Urbanski, Bil-

ly Virtue, Dan Walter, Kristina Wesch. Dave Williams, Josh Williams, Josh Young 

 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY & ABROAD: 

Corey Clark, Matthew DeVoll, Patty Jean Oelschlager, Robert Mayfield, TJ Thomas Taikina 

 
Please keep them in your prayers!  Please advise the office of those that need to be added or  
removed 
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July 1 Rod Werley 

July 1 Justin Bergey 

July 1 Linda Johnson 

July 1 Manny Rota-Talarico 

July 2 Annette Dittman 

July 2 Hannah Woodbury 

July 2  Hannah Fisher 

July 3 Nathan Werner 

July 4 Jay Wicks 

July 6 Matthew Ryba 

July 7 Rachel Hammond 

July 9 Avalynn Hutchinson 

July 10 Pat Driscoll 

July 12 Leah Wieand  

July 12 Magnus DaLuz 

July 13 Nina Coll 

July 13 Amy Bowman 

July 14 Nathan Woodbury 

July 14 Heide Johnstone  

July 15 George Keck 

July 16 Ethan Ribelin 

July 16 Calvin Ribelin 

July 16 Christopher Sekiya 

July 18 Pearl Oelschlager 

July 18 Ginny Ward 

July 19 Jackson Kelly 

July 21 Tammy Ulmer 

July 22 Lori LaCava 

July 22  Everett Self 

July 24 Ava Woodbury 

July 25 Morgan Carosi 

July 25 Ben Sague 

July 25 Joan Brown 

July 25 Jennifer Klepfer 

July 26 Bob Solomon 

July 28 Adam Dahlgren 

Rick Kreiss    July 1  

Emma Potter July 2 

Jonah Stover July 6 

Jim Keenan July 10 

AnnE Potter July 13 

Evan Wightman July 15 

Anna Stratton  July 16 

Judi Greene  July 24 

Jo Gilbert July 25 

Jeremy Evans July 26 

Gerry Smith July 28 

Maria Whitner  July ?? 

Virginia Woodbury July ?? 

Lucy DaLuz July ??  

PLEASE NOTE: These dates are taken from our church  

database.  If you notice you or a family member missing from 

the list it is because we do not have the date.  Please contact 

Nikki in the church office so that we can get it in for next time!  
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Please find a replacement, if you are unable to serve on  the date assigned. 
If you would like to be added to the list of Assisting Ministers:  

Please contact Judi Greene or Becky Fisher 

July and August Worship Rolls 

Lectors 

July 5     Pam White 

July 12    Skylar Taylor 

July 19    Betty Schantz 

July 26   Lynn Scheckenbach 

Aug 5       Sue McFadden 

Aug 9       Kathy Farrell 

Aug 16    Gary Strayer 

Aug 23   Michelle Kurosz/Kendall/Taylor Moyer 

Aug 30   Hannah/Becky Fisher 

Worship Assistants (Prayer Leader) 

July 5   Bill Smith  

July 12   TBD 

July 19   TBD 

July 26   Garrett Ryan 

Aug 2    Marc Holloway 

Aug 9    Rob Ribelin 

Aug 16  Eileen Solomon 

Aug 23   Manny Rota-Talarico 

Aug 30   Marcus Smith 




