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   Monthly Advocate 
        
    Pastor —  Mark Singh-Hueter 
    Pastor’s Email:  ThePastor14@gmail.com                                                                   
    Office phone: 215-256-9941      
    Office Email:  office@adventharleysville.org   

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Rd  Harleysville, PA 19438 

Advent’s Guiding Principles— With Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior: 
• We believe salvation is a gift from God, available to everyone 
• We strengthen our faith as we develop our discipleship 
• We are good stewards of all that God provides us 
• We serve the needs of each other, our community and our world 
• We follow God’s will, not our own  

 
Our Welcome Statement: Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community 
of God,  believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL are valued 
equally within our  congregation.  We are empowered by God through faith to nurture and  
celebrate the vast diversity among individuals –  single, married, partnered, divorced – and  
embrace their uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic  backgrounds and age. We, at             
 Advent, affirm and welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s ministry. 

Upcoming Events 

July 3-  9:30am (Indoor and Streaming) 

July 5-   All Team 7-8:30pm 

July 10– 8:30am Outdoor Morning Prayer service,  9:30am (Indoor and Streaming) 

July 12-  Council 7-9pm 

July 17-   9:30am (Indoor and Streaming) 

July 24-   9:30am (Indoor and Streaming) 

July 31- 9:30am (Indoor and Streaming)                                                            

 

 

Are you curious about what theme or readings will come up on a given Sunday?  Are you                                            
 interested in reading a summary of themes and readings for the next bunch of weeks?  Click HERE 
or bookmark the page to refer back to this ongoing worship update.  Let Pastor Mark know if 
there’s more you’d like to see on this page.  

 

 

 

 July 2022 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/worship/sunday-themes-and-special-events
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AVOIDING “FAILURE” 

What makes something a “success”? 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

When I was down in Kitty Hawk NC right after 
Easter, I toured the Wright Brothers National  
Memorial and museum. I learned much.  I knew 
the Wright Brothers had experimented with some 
stuff before their first official flight. I didn’t know 
… how many setbacks they had over a number of 
years; how brilliant they were; how much their 
sister encouraged and assisted them; how          
inadequate the science of the day was and how 
they had to do their own experiments and        
calculations to refigure and update the science of 
flight; and how many times their “failures” ended 
up being opportunities to learn something that 
would help them later. 

 

How do we determine success or failure in the 
church?  And how willing are we to try               
experiments? 

 

When we try 
something new 
in the church…
traditionally… it 
is a success if it 
puts more butts 
in the pew, or 
more dollars in the offering plate.  If not, well…   

Yeah, I know.  That’s not always how we decide.  
But if you think about it, that’s often a key part of 
our thinking.  Success or failure, determined by 
people and money. Butts in pews and dollars in 
the plate.  And if we’re not really sure we’re     
going to have a success, we’re reluctant to try 
something new. (To experiment.) 

As most of you know, I recently went thru a multi
-year Leadership for Faithful Innovation training.  
One of the things I’ve appreciated from that     
experience was a different way to approach 
“experiments.”  We try something new.  (We’ve 
done a lot of that in this pandemic time.)  If 
something reaches or engages more people 
(butts in pew) or helps financially (dollars in the 
plate), awesome. But the big thing is…did we 
learn something? Or rather, what did we learn? 

If we approach everything as success/failure, and 
we want to avoid failure, we stop trying things.  
Or, we have to have everything figured out       
before we try something. (Imagine how the 
Wright brothers would have fared if that had 
been their criteria.)   

 

 

 

 

 

If we instead get curious, and try some new 
things with a goal of learning, discovering, maybe 
even growing, well…we might be surprised at 
what we learn, what we try next, and what ends 
up really making a difference. 
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(Pastor Mark cont.) 

We tried (experimented with) a variety of Zoom 
Christian ed classes and devotional opportunities 
over the last couple years. Carrie and I each tried 
some. Most were not a success in terms of     
people or money, but we learned.  We learned 
about using Zoom, getting word out, people’s 
schedules, and the fact that many said they   
wanted to connect but somehow a casual time of 
Zoom was not fitting the need. 

We tried a couple Zoom and in-person classes  
using DVD-based presentations from authors, 
with very strong participation.  We learned that 
people appreciate and show up for DVD-based 
discussions on faith and Bible topics for a set 
number of weeks.  We will do more of them. 

Early in the pandemic we tried (experimented 
with) adding a prayer station to the parking lot 
events.  Very few takers. We learned that people 
didn’t seem to be looking for a short prayer     
moment…but they did want to just talk a bit and 
greet each other. We tried an outdoor prayer   
service near the gaga pit, and learned that way 
more people were hungry for an in-person     
worship time…but also learned that it was hard 
to hear, and the grass was hard for some people 
to walk on. 

So, we invested in a portable sound system, and 
started our outdoor worship services.  We 
learned as we went, about ushering, using an FM 
transmitter, welcoming people, involving people, 
and more.  And all of this used the 
“experiments” (the failures?) of previous tries. 

We are still experimenting.  Our Fellowship Team 
is organizing Backyard Reconnection events,  
hosted by members in their outdoor areas.  I’m 
not sure that will be judged to be a “success” by 
the butts/dollars criteria, but we are learning. 
What will we discover, what might we try next, 
where will it lead us? 

 

 

 

We are still experimenting.  Our Worship and 
Music team is organizing a few outdoor worship 
opportunities this summer.  We had a morning 
prayer service at 8:30am on May 29.  A small but 
nice group.  What did we learn?  We have          
another one at 8:30am on Sunday July 10. What 
will we learn? How might that invite future 
“experiments”? 

God has blessed us, and given us a curiosity and 
ability to experiment.  Let’s keep wondering.   

How might we…?   

How might we help people reconnect?  

How might we invite people into a closer            
relationship with God?  

How might we engage those coming in-person 
and those connecting online?   

What experiments - what new things - might we 
try?  

What will we learn?   

How might God be at work in our experiments? 

 

Your Partner in Christ’s Ministry, 

Pastor Mark 
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Deadline for Articles for the Monthly 
August Advocate  
Newsletter: Friday, July 15th  

 

Staff 
Ministers:   All the people of Advent 
Pastor:    Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
Minister of Music : Vincent M. Ryan 
Coordinator of Spiritual Development: 
Carrie Ryan     
Office Administrator: Katie Rosenberg 
Sexton: Interim Cleaning Service 
(Fermelicia Welchez)  
Lay Eucharist Ministers: 
Joan Kelley,  Ashleigh Miller, Carrie 
Ryan, Dan & Paula Slemmer. 

Tough Things to Talk About 

Throughout this journey of life, tough things come 

up.  We can be at a loss as to where to turn. At    

Advent, there are peers with particular experiences 

which make them especially helpful resources. You 

can share, knowing your concerns will be kept     

private. For a list of topics and connections, please   

visit Fellowship Hall, or call Katie in the office.   

 

     Prime Timers 

Prime Timers will meet July 5th at 11:30 at the Franconia Heritage Restaurant.                         

Route 113, Telford. You can sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, or on SignUp Genuis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singles Dining Out 

Singles Dining Out will meet at church on July 20th at 6pm. Bob Gottlieb is making a special     
casserole for us. Please sign up to bring a side dish. Come out for a fun evening. You can sign up 
on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall, or on SignUp Genuis. Please note either place what side 
dish you will bring.  

 



5 

 

Living Lutheran Magazine 
 

As a member of Advent, you are entitled to receive a free copy of the monthly magazine Living     

Lutheran. We hope you are enjoying your subscription. If you are not receiving and would like to, or 

if you would no longer like to receive, please contact Katie in the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Worship – An opportunity to connect  

Our online worship service has become an important extension of our congregational worship life. 
Our online service viewership is averaging 68 views per week.  We have confirmed that this is not 
just Pastor Mark enjoying his great sermons over and over.  Members, friends, and visitors are 
watching the online service either live on Sunday or sometime during the week convenient to them.  

 

The streaming worship service has: 

Provided our homebound members or any member who is not feeling well a way to connect 
with us and experience worship in their home.   

Provided a new contact point for potential new members to try us out online before coming into 
the building. Such is the new reality as we have indeed had recent new members who first 
experienced Advent online before starting to join us in person.   

Allowed others who simply do not live nearby, to connect with us through our worship.  We 
have regular viewers in Chicago and Philadelphia. We are working on ways to provide           
additional opportunities to connect with our online members and guests.   

 

We encourage everyone to send an email to a friend or family member sharing Advent’s YouTube 
channel or website address and inviting them to worship with us.  It’s as easy as forwarding the 
weekly Wednesday email that already contains the links.  This is an easy and great way to share 
the Gospel of Jesus by inviting a friend or family member to experience worship at Advent.  

 

Advent Lutheran Church - YouTube 

 

Advent Lutheran Church | Home (adventharleysville.org) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI12xKkoeL9ahFkF3lxgxyA
http://www.adventharleysville.org/
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                                            Music News 

 

On July 10th, celebrate morning prayer with outdoor worship at 8:30am. 
Welcome the  day with us in worship in the beautiful shade of the maple 
trees! The liturgy is shorter, without communion. Regular summer worship 
will commence at 9:30 indoors and online. 

 ———————————————————————————————- 

History of the Indian Valley Dulcimer Society 
Exactly when this group began is not clear. As near as Dorothy Franks, one of the organizers, could 
recollect, the club started around 1995. Unfortunately, no records of the group’s early years exist. 
Dorothy’s husband made their first mountain dulcimer from a kit in 1992. They had seen one at a 
craft show. When Dorothy was telling her friend, Carl Baskin, about it, she found out that he too had 
built one. So Carl, his wife Doris and Dorothy decided to learn how to play the dulcimer. As time 
passed, and interest grew, they decided to start a club. They even placed an advertisement in local 
newspapers. The ads brought in others that were interested. 
The club started in the basement of The Indian Creek Church of the Brethren in Harleysville PA with 
approximately 6 to 7 members and met there until March 2022. The meetings were held the 1st 

Monday of each month.  
In recent years, because interest has grown, the club began meeting on the 1st and 3rd Mondays. 
While mountain dulcimer players still make up the majority of the group, there are also a few     
hammered dulcimer players and a variety of other instruments as well. Our focus is on playing        
old-time music which we enjoy performing for various community groups such as yours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free concert 

here at Advent! 
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Christian Ed News 

Tree of Healing VBS – Invite your Neighbors and Friends!  
Children ages 3 (must be potty trained) through entering 5th grade are invited to join us August       
8-12 from 9AM-12PM for the Tree of Healing VBS! Each VBS day includes large group and small 
group activities, including skits, games, crafts, science/simulation station and snacks. Extended care 
is offered until 4PM. Register online:                                                                                                                
http://www.adventharleysville.org/learn-and-grow/vacation-bible-school  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Tree of Healing VBS – Helpers Needed  
Adults and youth (6th grade and older) are needed to help during VBS, August 8-12. There are many 
different opportunities to help and any time you can give is greatly appreciated! VBS Volunteer 
Form  Contact Becky Fisher elemtchr76@hotmail.com with questions.  

http://www.adventharleysville.org/learn-and-grow/vacation-bible-school
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdFvB4i8i5_6zJmCDZOz5gudyBjlyFjuMGHrTY8WQzUMR-Ug/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdFvB4i8i5_6zJmCDZOz5gudyBjlyFjuMGHrTY8WQzUMR-Ug/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:elemtchr76@hotmail.com
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  Christian Ed cont. 

    

 Birthday Card Ministry  

Everybody loves getting mail, especially when it is a handwritten card!  Each month a small group of 

volunteers will meet to write birthday messages for Advent members. All are welcome to join us on 

Wednesday, July 20 from 10:30-11:30 AM. Advent will provide cards, stamps and addresses. Please 

contact Diana Shearer with questions. shearer.diana@comcast.net  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Wawa Hoagie Coupons Make Great Gifts  
Wawa hoagie coupons make great gifts! They are $5 each and benefit Advent's Youth Fund. Contact 

Carrie Ryan or the church office if you are interested in purchasing coupons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Looking for some summer reading? Borrow a book from Advent’s Library!   
 Advent’s library has books for adults, youth and children. The library is in the hallway by the office.   

mailto:shearer.diana@comcast.net
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Christian Ed cont. 

 

June 5, 2022 

10,000 meals 

$2,062 raised 
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Social Ministry Opportunities 

“SPRING CLEANING” ESSENTIALS UPDATE:  

MANY THANKS to our amazing Advent congregation for their            
generous response! Advent  members donated over 30 tote bags filled 
with essential cleaning products for Keystone Opportunity Center -   
exceeding our goal of 25!   

Essential household items such as laundry detergent, dish detergent, 
and other cleaning supplies cannot be purchased with food assistance 
programs. A THRIVENT Action Team was used to support this project. THANK YOU FOR SHARING 
YOUR GIFTS WITH LOCAL FAMILIES!!   

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

BREAD DROP SERVICE PROJECT: Slots Added for June & July! 

      Advent Lutheran is participating in the Bread Drop food program with other local 
churches and organizations. New volunteer slots have been added for June and   
July. We invite members to sign up for 1 or more weeks to make peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for hungry people. This could be a meaningful service activity over 
the summer -- especially for families with children!  
       To participate, please click on the SignUpGenius below to volunteer for a slot. 
Sandwiches need to be delivered to Grace Lutheran Church in Hatfield each Tuesday.  Please con-
sider sharing your time to help others in need. Contact Doretta Roessler with any questions. Thank 
you!!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-bread 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FAITH BUILD PROJECT 

Habitat for Humanity (HFH) of Montco & Delco and THRIVENT are         

partnering in a Faith Build on Cowpath Road in Hatfield, PA – constructing 

two twin homes which will be built and supported by churches in our     

surrounding community. Construction has begun and will continue over the next several months! 

A Faith Build is where churches (supported by HFH and THRIVENT) come together to help a local 

family build a new home, who will then pay an affordable mortgage. Advent Lutheran is participating 

with a sponsorship that includes a build day(s) at the construction site for 15 Advent volunteers, 

and an invitation to the Home Dedication ceremony once the houses are completed.  

Please consider how you can become involved – whether you’re handy with a hammer or able to 

make a financial contribution – including our “Buy a Brick” fundraiser in July where “bricks” can be 

donated. Stay tuned for more information! To learn more about Thrivent Faith Builds, please see 

https://habitatmontdelco.org/thrivent/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-bread
https://habitatmontdelco.org/thrivent/
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                                                                                   Social Ministry cont. 

FAIR TRADE SALES  

      Our next two Fair Trade sales will be held on Sunday, July 17 and   

Sunday, August 14 before and after the summer worship service. No 

cash? No problem! Members can purchase items using credit or debit 

cards with their cell phones. 

      We invite you to purchase competitively priced products from Lutheran World Relief 

(coffee) and Equal Exchange (chocolate, nuts, cocoa). Your purchases help to empower 

our global neighbors AND encourage environmentally sustainable production. Thank you 

for your willingness to partner with farmers, workers, and families in need of our     

support!      ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

     Become a Blood Donor! 

     Red Cross Blood Drive at Advent Lutheran on Tuesday, August 23, 2022              
               from 2:00 - 7:00 pm 

The need for donors is great right now. The American Red Cross is currently testing blood products 
for antibodies. You will be able to see the results of your antibody test about 7 to 10 days after your 
donation (this is not testing to diagnose illness). 

Facts about donating blood 

• Every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood. 

• One donation can help to save the lives of up to three people. 

The number one reason donors say they give blood is because they “want to help others”. 

Who can give? 

If you are at least 17 years old, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds, and are in general good health and 
feeling well on the day of the donation, you will be eligible to give blood. Eligible doors can give   
every two months. 

 Helpful Reminders 

• Please bring a photo ID and names of medications that you take. 

Make sure that you had a light meal and plenty to drink. 

 

Choose a convenient time to donate blood.  You can sign up for the blood drive on the American 

Red Cross website link below. Thank you for donating! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
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Social Ministry cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S SHELF is a local emergency food cupboard located at Christ Lutheran Church, 2211 
Mainland Road, in Harleysville.  

On Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 8:00 pm, volunteers (age 12+) distribute food 
items to those in need. Available positions are general helpers, carrying bags to client cars, and   
registration desk. If you are able to help, please use the link below to access the SignUp Genius    
volunteer list. Contact Sunny Hassett on Advent's Social Ministry team with any questions. Thank 
you for your support!!     

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manna to Go :  

Dear Members of Advent, the Social Ministry Team examines specific needs within the church, 

community, synod, and world, and organizes help from our congregation to meet those needs. 

One of our programs at Advent, Manna to Go, provides meals, transportation, and/or personal 

care to our members as needed. 

If you (or your family) are experiencing an illness, hospital stay, or some other situation where 

meals, rides, or another service would be helpful, please let the Social Ministry team know and we 

will organize our church family to provide whatever is needed. You may also contact Pastor Mark or 

the church office who will communicate with us.   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds

