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   Monthly Advocate 
        
    Pastor —  Mark Singh-Hueter 
    Pastor’s Email:  ThePastor14@gmail.com                                                                   
    Office phone: 215-256-9941      
    Office Email:  office@adventharleysville.org   

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Rd  Harleysville, PA 19438 

Upcoming Events 

December 3– Pancake Breakfast 8-10am 

December 4- 8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                                             
                      9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
            11am (Indoor Worship)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
             1pm Advent hosts Grandview Hospital Bereavement Service                                                                             
                                  3pm Christmas Concert                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                         6-8pm All Youth Night 

December 6- All Team 7-8:30pm 

December 11- 8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                                  
              9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
              11am (Indoor Worship)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                     3pm Griefshare “Surviving the Holidays”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                               5:30-8pm Youth Event: Light Scavenger Hunt 

December 13-- Council 7-9pm 

December 18- 8:30am(Indoor and Streaming Worship)                                                                                                  
            9:45-10:45am Christian Ed Hour, Social Ministry Fair Trade Sale                                                                                                                                            
                               11am (Indoor Worship)                                                                                                                                                                  
                                    2pm Blue Christmas Service                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                   3-5pm Caroling                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                   5-6:30pm Advent Family Night Dinner 

December 24–  3pm (Indoor and Streaming) Christmas Eve Service       (Prelude special music starts at 2:30pm)       
                                  9pm (Indoor and Streaming) Christmas Eve Service (Prelude special music starts at 8:30pm)      

December 25–  10am Christmas Day Service 

January 1– 10am (Indoor and Streaming) New Year’s Day Service of Lessons and Carols 

                                                                                                                                                      

 
 
 
     

Are you curious about what theme or readings will come up on a given Sunday?  Are you interested in reading a 
summary of themes and readings for the next bunch of weeks?  Click HERE or bookmark the page to refer back 
to this ongoing worship update.  Let Pastor Mark know if there’s more you’d like to see on this page.  

 

 

 December 2022 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/worship/sunday-themes-and-special-events
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Memorial gifts were given to Advent... 

In loving memory of Linda Johnson, monetary gifts were given by:  

Kim and Bill Kesack 

 

Amy and Carl Bowman 

 
In lieu of other gifts, donations are invited to be sent to Advent Lutheran Church to begin a 
“Pavilion Fund” savings account. This account will provide seed money to move from          
conversation to preparation for a future pavilion. 
*If you have contributed, but do not appear on the list above, please contact Katie in the 
office. 

 
 
 

Thank you to Bishops Wood Products for donating the fence around the oil tank, as 

well as 4 picnic tables! 

Bishops also supplies the mulch for our garden beds and wood chips for the            

playground.  

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY THANK-YOU 

In thankfulness for the wonderful efforts, great learning and opportunities to grow 
spiritually, the 2022 Confirmands and their Mentors have given each Pastor Mark, 
Carrie Ryan and Karen Evans a gift card and a bouquet of Fall flowers. How fortunate 
and blessed are we to have such outstanding leadership for Advent's Confirmation 
Ministry!  -Jo Wilhelmson 

 

A THANKS FROM PASTOR, STAFF, AND MENTOR 

Dear Confirmation Youth and Mentors,                                                                                   
I am so grateful for your commitment to the program, and this partnership we had 
over the last couple years. And not only was I blessed by that experience; you piled 
on with a gift card and the beautiful bouquet of flowers. THANKS. And keep up your 
amazing growth and ministry!  -Pastor Mark 

 

Just a quick word of thanks for the gift card and flowers I received this past Sunday 
from the 9th grade confirmands and mentors. It was very thoughtful! - Carrie Ryan 

 

Thank you to the 2022 confirmands and mentors for the beautiful flowers. Your     
kindness and generosity is much appreciated. The gift card will be used to benefit the 
outdoor ministry at Bear Creek Camp. Your gifts will continue to live on in others!                    
 -Karen Evans 
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Staff Christmas Gift  
Dear Members and Friends,   
 
We would like to acknowledge our staff’s committed service to our faith community with a    
special monetary gift.  Our staff includes Pastor Mark, Vince Ryan, Carrie Ryan and Katie         
Rosenberg along with Eddie Fisher who serves as our A/V producer for our online services.  
 
If you are able and would like to contribute, please provide your donation by Sunday,           
December 18th.  Donations can be mailed to the church office or dropped in the offertory at the 
outdoor worship.  Checks should be payable to Advent Lutheran Church and placed in an      
envelope clearly identified for STAFF GIFT and to the attention of Steve Nevin.  If you do send 
a donation for this gift in with your regular giving, please provide a separate check and identify 
it as Staff GIFT on the memo line.  This helps us keep everything straight – thank you.   
 
God’s Blessings to Everyone!  -  Advent Church Council           
 

 

 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting 
We will be holding our annual congregational meeting on January 22rd, at 1pm.  A covered dish 
lunch will be held immediately after the late service. More details will be provided in the         
January Advocate and the required meeting notifications that will be emailed out in                 
January. We encourage all members to attend the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship Response Update - We have received 83 Estimate of Giving responses so 

far. If you have not yet provided your Estimate of Giving, we ask that you do so as soon as 

possible. You can drop them in the offering or mail them to the church office.  You can also 

email your pledge information directly to our Financial Secretary (Kim Ribelin) at                   

ksradvent03@verizon.net. These responses assist church council in planning for our 2023      

Ministry Spending Plan. We thank you for your ongoing support and generosity.  
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REAL CHRISTMAS 

A lesson from 20 years ago 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

I vividly remember that Christmas Eve, over 20 years ago.  It was the 
evening when I took an unexpected detour through a hospital ER.  It was the evening when I         
completely rewrote my sermon an hour before the service. 

 

I was a newer pastor serving in a congregation in Columbus OH.  We had led the children’s service in 
the late afternoon, with a “Happy Birthday Jesus” ending. I had the framework for my midnight     
sermon done, and was running thru it. And I got a phone call. 

 

One of our members had collapsed and been rushed to the ER. He was in his 50’s, relatively healthy.  
His partner gave me a call, and I raced to the hospital. 

 

We waited in the ER for a while. The patient was admitted and given a room, and I went up with his 
partner to visit.  We talked about health and tests to be done. We talked about family and                
celebrations. We talked about Christmas plans, now blown up as the medical professionals tried to 
figure out whether this was a stroke, seizure, or other medical event, and how life-threatening it 
might be. And we talked about that first Christmas. 

 

I was aware…I think any pastor or other helping-care professional is aware…that the holiday time is a 
time when more people experience hurts, losses, and anxieties.  I was aware of how it is also a time 
for celebrations and festivities, homecomings and old traditions.  Both!  The joys and the hurts, the 
community and the loneliness. 

 

That Christmas Eve, it hit the small congregation I was serving. We didn’t know if our hospitalized 
member was in a life-threatening condition.  It turned out he was not; he came home a couple days 
later. But at the time, I could not imagine making the announcement to the church and then        
preaching my peppy joyful sermon.   

 

Don’t get me wrong. I did preach a joy-filled sermon. But not my “peppy joyful sermon.”  I was 
drawn back into that first Christmas. You know, the one where a pregnant girl named Mary,            
exhausted from being forced to travel by foot (or donkey – that might have been worse) to          
Bethlehem, nine months pregnant… accompanied by this guy Joseph who was not able to secure 
comfortable lodging… probably both of them frazzled and stressed and fearful and overwhelmed… in 
a stable where they have a baby and the best place to lay him is in a cattle trough… That Christmas. 
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(Pastor Mark cont.) 

I’m thinking that first Christmas was a lot more like what many people go through some time in       
December and early January.  Isolation. Excitement. Confusion. Joy. Feeling inadequate. Feeling cared 
for. Hopeful. Fearful. 

 

The fact that God’s love went that far – flesh and bones, vulnerable, real – is pretty awesome.  That’s a 
God worthy of angel choruses. That’s a God I can worship and praise. And that’s also a God I can trust 
to relate to me, and be with me, in the tough and hurtful and scary times. That’s a God who gets real 
with us. 

 

On that Christmas Eve over 20 years ago, I preached of angel songs and shepherd stories. And I 
preached about hurts and fears and being fragile. I preached of Christmas joy, but also of a God who 
got vulnerable for us, for love’s sake. 

 

I won’t forget that Christmas.  It’s why I like opportunities to go out Christmas caroling, AND chances 
to gather for a Blue Christmas service.  It’s why I enjoy Christmas dinners AND a chance to gather qui-
etly for a Griefshare “Surviving the Holidays” event. It’s why I am genuinely smiling so very much on 
Christmas Eve as I see so many people – the regulars and those who haven’t been here for a while – 
AND I am hurting inside for those going through tough times – those I know of, and those unknown to 
me. 

 
For all of you, for all of us, Christmas covers all of that. Emmanuel – “God-with-us” – in the midst of all 
of that. 

 
God be with you in the preparation, and celebration, of Christmas. 

 
Your Partner in Christ’s Ministry, 

Pastor Mark 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

   1 Griefshare “Surviving the Holidays” event on page 16 

 

2 Blue Christmas service on page 16 
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  Music News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Schwenkfelder Choir presents "Sing for Joy," (Christmas Concert).  Sunday Dec 4, 
2:00pm.  Central Schwenkfelder Church, 2111 Valley Forge Rd, Lansdale.  (Including Advent's CINDY 
JAMES). 

Congratulations to Hannah Woodbury, who recently auditioned for the Drexel choir.  Not only did 
she earn a spot in the choir, but also earned a scholarship for it.  Great work! 
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Deadline for Articles for the Monthly 
January Advocate  
Newsletter: Thurs, December 15th 
 

 

Staff 
Ministers:   All the people of Advent 
Pastor:    Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
Minister of Music : Vincent M. Ryan 
Coordinator of Spiritual Development: 
Carrie Ryan     
Office Administrator: Katie Rosenberg 
Sexton: Interim Cleaning Service 
(Fermelicia Welchez)  
Lay Eucharist Ministers: 
Joan Kelley,  Ashleigh Miller, Carrie 
Ryan, Dan & Paula Slemmer 

Prime Timers 

 

Prime Timers will be held in Fellowship Hall 
on Tuesday, December 6th at 11:30am. You 

can sign up on SignUp Genuis or on the     
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Come and 

join us as we prepare for, and welcome 
Christmas together! 

 

 

 

Singles Dining Out 

 

Singles Dining Out will not be meeting in December. 
Enjoy Christmas and we look forward to seeing you 

in 2023! 

 

 

 

On September 24th, 2022, Garden for Peace was held at Salford Mennonite 

Church.  The event included a presentation from a Lenape Native American, a 

history lesson from John Ruth and numerous workshops focusing on food     

insecurity in our area, gun violence and how different religions can work       

together.  The evening culminated with the testimony of a family affected by 

gun violence and forging a gun into a garden tool.  Please watch this very   

moving video of events that occurred during the day :                                      

Garden for Peace Overview. 

https://youtu.be/nPVKHco1y-0
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Christian Ed News 

Communion Bread Baking Ministry 

Thank you to our families who have been baking our delicious communion bread each week -      
Hassett, Cairns, Self, Carosi, Bowman, Holloway, Evans, Dageanis, Lantz, Detwiler. If you would like 
to join this new Advent ministry, please contact Carrie Ryan. cryan@adventharleysville.org  

 

 
 

 

 

 
Birthday Card Ministry  

Each month a small group of volunteers meet to write birthday messages for Advent members. 
Thank you to Kathy Tucholski, Cindy James, Kay Bowen and Diana Shearer for spreading some 
birthday cheer to our members! Contact Diana Shearer: shearerfamily@verizon.net if you are     
interested in helping.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesse Tree Devotionals  

Praying Through Advent with the Jesse Tree   

Jesse Trees are used to help tell the story of the Bible from creation to the Christmas Story.  They 
are a very old Christmas Tradition that first started in medieval times.  Your Jesse Tree Advent        
devotional is filled with Bible stories, prayers, activities, and crafts to make your Jesse Tree            
ornaments throughout the Advent season. Jesse Tree Devotional bags are available in the narthex 
and office vestibule.  

 

mailto:cryan@adventharleysville.org
mailto:shearerfamily@verizon.net
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Christian Ed cont. 
Adult Forum – Sundays at 9:45am 

Come join the discussion - all are welcome!  

December 4 - Matthew 1:18-25 Emmanuel, God With Us – This is the 4th lesson in The Season of Hope 
2022 Advent Curriculum from Lutheran World Relief.  

December 11 – ADVENTure of Christmas All Ages Event 

December 18 – Christmas Traditions – Share a current or past Christmas        
tradition 

December 25 and January 1 – No Adult Forum 

 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, December 3, 8-10am 
Advent’s youth are ready to serve you! Invite 
your family, friends, and neighbors!  All you can 
eat pancakes, scrambled eggs, breakfast meats 
and beverages.  All proceeds will benefit Advent’s 
Youth Fund. Adults $8, Children ages 4-11 $5, 
Children ages 3 and under are FREE! Youth and 
parent volunteers sign up HERE 
 

 

 

ADVENTure of Christmas All Ages Event  

Sunday, December 11 at 9:45am 

An event for EVERYONE! Activities, food, 
games, crafts, learning, and fellowship!  
 

 

 

 

Christmas Caroling 
Sunday, December 18 at 3pm   
Fa la la la la! All are welcome to join us as we spread some Christmas cheer 
to our homebound members. We will be singing inside and outside so dress 
accordingly. We’ll provide the song books and jingle bells, but we need YOU! 
Meet at 3pm at Advent and then we’ll head out to sing. Advent Family Night 
and potluck dinner to follow at 5pm. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fada92caaf58-pancake9
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  Christian Ed cont. 

   5th-8th Grade Youth Group 
Cookie Baking and Soup Making 

Saturday, December 17, 11am-1pm 
Youth will be making cookies and soup to deliver to homebound members. Check your email for a 

Sign-Up Genius link. 
 

 

 

 

 

Leftover Halloween Candy  
If you have leftover Halloween candy you are willing to donate, please give it to Carrie Ryan. We use 
the candy for prizes and treats at youth events. Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

9th-12th Grade Christmas Light Scavenger Hunt 
Sunday, December 11 at 5:30pm 

We’ll start with dinner at Advent and then break up into groups and head out for the hunt! Check 
your email for a Sign-Up Genius link. 

 

   

 

All Youth Night 
Sunday, January 8, 6-8pm 

Youth in 5th-12 Grades 
It’s a GLOW Epiphany Party! 

Menu: Build your own taco/burrito 
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                                                                                   Christian Ed cont. 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

CONNECT WINTER CAMP AT BEAR CREEK 

CONNECT is a fun-filled weekend at Bear Creek Camp during the 
winter! It’s a time to CONNECT with God and to CONNECT with 
your friends. We have a blast doing activities unique to Bear 
Creek Camp in the winter, plus the friendships and faith-building 
you’ve come to expect from a time at camp! The weekends kick 
off on Friday night and run until Sunday after lunch.  

Cost for the weekend is $130/person. Advent will pay $75        
towards registration with parents paying $55. Please register on 
your own and then send a copy of your registration form to    
Carrie Ryan. Advent will reimburse you $75. Let's get a large 
group of Advent youth to attend CONNECT in 2023! Carpooling is 
a possibility, if needed. Register HERE 

SILVER SPRING MARTIN LUTHER SCHOOL VISIT 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

Youth in 7th-12th grade are invited to visit Silver Springs Martin    
Luther School for snacks and games with the residential students! It 
is always a fun afternoon. Depart church at 12:30. Arrive back at 
3pm. Check your email for a Sign Up Genius Link. 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

This is a great retreat for youth in 6th-12th grades held at the    
Tuscarora Inn and Conference Center in Mt. Bethel, PA! Please 
mark your calendar now and save the date. We will be registering 
as a group in early January. Cost is $125. Advent will pay $75 and 
parents pay remaining $50.  

MARCH 24-26 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

Wawa Hoagie Coupons Make Great Gifts!   
Wawa hoagie coupons are available, just in time for holiday gift giving!  Coupons 
are $5 each and proceeds benefit Advent’s Youth Fund.  Coupons will be        
available at the Pancake Breakfast, the ADVENTure of Christmas All Ages Event 
or you can contact Carrie Ryan.  

https://bearcreekcamp.org/connect-winter-camp/
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Thank You… 

• Will Miller and Rob and Kim Ribelin for your help with the Youth Lockin in November. 
 

• Eileen Solomon, Jenise Rhoades, Katie Rosenberg, Pastor Mark and the lock-in youth and adults 
for helping with the Jesse Tree Devotional. 

 

• Bob Gottlieb and Diana Shearer for helping with the Wednesday Bible Study. 
 

• November adult forum facilitators; Emily Vincent, Rich Lantz, Virginia Woodbury and Stan        
Wilhelmson. 

 

• Harry Johnson and the Property Team for hooking up the new TV in room 4.   
 

• Ashleigh Miller for putting the birthday and baptism gifts in mailboxes. 
 

• Jenise Rhoades for mailing the Splash newsletter to families with infants and toddlers. 
 

• Kevin Self, Rob Ribelin, Jen Forwood, Vince Ryan, Pastor Mark, Susan Stratton, Leitha Foley, Helen 
Nace, Becky Fisher, Jenise Rhoades and Jenna Douglas for teaching/helping with our Sunday 
Church School Classes. 

 

• Diana Shearer for leading the November book club discussion. 
 

• Bobbi Capaldi, George/Betty Keck, Dean/Rachelle Shollenberger and Rod Werley for acquiring   
recent Thrivent Action Teams for projects. 

 

• Advent members who came out to the Spring Mountain hike.  
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Social Ministry  

************************************************************************************************************************* 

The Red Cross Blood Drive held at Advent Lutheran Church on Tuesday,        

November 1, 2022 was a great success!!  35 units of blood were collected, and 

our goal exceeded. A huge "THANK YOU" to everyone who took time to        

donate. You made an important difference in the life of someone who needed 

blood!   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

THANK YOU - THANK YOU - THANK YOU!!   

Many thanks to our amazing Advent members for their generous response to the 

Thanksgiving Meal drive. We exceeded our goal and delivered 42 bags and 

$1015 of grocery gift cards to Keystone Opportunity Center!  

Advent Lutheran donated 14% of the total 298 meals collected by Keystone, an outstanding con-

tribution for a church our size  

THANK YOU for sharing your blessings and supporting our mission to help neighbors in the     

community. Your generosity is much appreciated !!   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

ADVENT ANGEL TREE for Silver Springs - Martin Luther School 

Advent is participating in a holiday gift program for Silver Springs - Martin Luther 
School (Gemma Services), which provides residential care for students with        
emotional and behavioral challenges. 

 To accommodate Advent members who are attending in-person services and those 
who are viewing from home, we have 3 ways to participate this year:  

1. Select an Angel Gift Tag from the Advent Tree in the narthex, sign your name in 
the binder, and return the unwrapped gift by Wednesday, December 7, OR 

2.  Select and sign up for a gift on the SignUpGenius link below and return the unwrapped gift to 
Advent by Wednesday, December 7, OR 

3. Purchase an online gift directly from the Gemma Services Amazon Registry                           
https://bit.ly/GemmaNeeds  (These gifts are shipped right to Silver Springs.) 

 Please bring your new, unwrapped gifts to Advent by Wednesday, December 7, and place 
them under the tree in the narthex or in the office vestibule. (**If you select an Angel tag from the 
tree, you don't need to sign up on the SignUpGenius!)  

For more details on how to donate a gift for the Advent Angel Tree, please click on the SignUp   
Genius link below. Thank you for making the holidays brighter for many children!! And thank you 
to the Confirmands and Mentors for decorating the Angel gift tags!                              
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fada92caaf58-advent5 

https://bit.ly/GemmaNeeds
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Social Ministry cont. 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

************************************************************************************************************************* 

FAIR TRADE SALES – Just in Time for the Holidays! 

Looking for meaningful gifts to empower our global neighbors AND encourage 

environmentally sustainable production? Our next Fair Trade Sale before the 

holidays will be held on December 18 between services. No cash? No problem!  

Members can purchase items using credit or debit cards with their cell phones. 

We invite you to purchase competitively priced products from Lutheran World Relief 

(coffee) and Equal Exchange (chocolate, nuts, cocoa). Thank you for your will-

ingness to partner with farmers, workers, and families in need of our sup-

port!       

HOLIDAY GIFT GIVING:  If you are searching for more meaningful gift ideas this   

holiday season, the 2022 ELCA Good Gifts Catalog has many ideas that support 

ministries, fight hunger, and save lives! Catalogs will be available in the narthex 

and in the office entrance hall. 

For more information, please see https://goodgifts.elca.org  or watch this          

one-minute video about how the ELCA Good Gifts program works: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_SLkoiwQEI      ~ Advent Social Ministry Team  

 Due to the ongoing war in Ukraine and the many disasters affecting our world from climate change, 
Advent will once again   collect SCS offerings during the 2022-2023 school year for Lutheran         
Disaster Response. At the end of the school year, offerings will be donated equally between         
Lutheran Disaster Response and Advent operating expenses.  

 Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing, and renewal to people whose lives have 
been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. For more information, click 
on the following link:  

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response 

 Please encourage students to participate in the SCS offering. This is an excellent opportunity to   
provide globally to others in need. Help students understand the importance of sharing.  Whether 
they have an allowance, receive money as a gift, or get paid for a chore, encourage them to share 
part of those blessings with the church and others!  

2022-2023 SCS OFFERINGS: LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_SLkoiwQEI
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
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Social Ministry cont. 

 

SHEPHERD’S SHELF is a local emergency food cupboard located at Christ          
Lutheran Church, 2211 Mainland Road, in Harleysville.  

On Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 8:00 pm, volunteers (age 
12+) distribute food items to those in need. Available positions are general 

helpers, carrying bags to client cars, and the registration desk. If you are able to help, please use the 
link below to access the Sign-Up Genius volunteer list. Contact Sunny Hassett on Advent's Social 
Ministry team with any questions. Thank you for your support!!                                                       
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds   

  

 

 

 

 

Manna to Go :  

Dear Advent members, the Social Ministry Team looks at specific needs within the church,       

community, synod, and world, and organizes help from our congregation to meet those needs. 

One of our programs at Advent, Manna to Go, provides meals, transportation, and/or personal 

care to our members as needed. 

If you (or your family) are experiencing an illness, hospital stay, or other situation where meals, 

rides, or another service would be helpful, please let the Social Ministry team know and we will 

organize our church family to provide whatever is needed. You may also contact Pastor Mark or 

the church office who will communicate with us.   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE – Sunday December 18, 2pm 

(A Christmas Time service for those dealing with grief, loss, hurts, or loneliness.)   

Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the first Christmas without a loved family 
member; it may be a time that has always been difficult. Our spirits can naturally sink as the 
days grow shorter. We may need encouragement to more fully live the days ahead of us. 
For these reasons, we are offering a special “Blue Christmas” or “Quiet Christmas” service on 
Sunday December 18 at 2pm.  (The service will not be livestreamed.)                                               
In this holy season, come, worship, and be reminded of the God of hope! 

Opportunities for hope and healing 

Griefshare – “Surviving the Holidays”                        
Sunday December 11, 3:00-5:00pm 

Dealing with grief? Are the holidays sometimes a difficult time? Advent will 

be hosting the Griefshare “Surviving the Holidays” seminar again this year, 

providing a workbook to all participants.   

“Surviving the Holidays” is especially geared for people who are grieving a 

loved one’s death. Pastor Mark will lead this faith-based DVD seminar 

which includes:  

How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face during the holidays  

What to do about traditions and other coming changes  

Helpful tips for surviving social events  

How to discover hope for your future  

From past sessions we have discovered that people feel acceptance and 

caring from others in the group, there is a relief that others have felt the same way or struggled with the same 

things, the DVD provides some helpful advice and some comfort that you don’t have to have it all together 

even if it has been a few years since your loss…and that God is walking with us in the midst of the messes and 

the growth. 

This is open to anyone, so feel free to pass the invitation along. However, we would like people to sign up, so 

we can arrange for workbooks for everyone. 

To sign up, please contact Pastor Mark at thepastor14@gmail.com, or go to the Griefshare web site https://

www.griefshare.org/holidays and put in your zip code to find Advent Lutheran Church in Harleysville. 

For more information, watch the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaknGHu5UDU  

mailto:thepastor14@gmail.com
https://www.griefshare.org/holidays
https://www.griefshare.org/holidays
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaknGHu5UDU

