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   Monthly Advocate 
        
    Pastor —  Mark Singh-Hueter 
    Pastor’s Email:  ThePastor14@gmail.com                                                                   
    Office phone: 215-256-9941      
    Office Email:  office@adventharleysville.org   

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Rd  Harleysville, PA 19438 

Advent’s Guiding Principles— With Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior: 
• We believe salvation is a gift from God, available to everyone 
• We strengthen our faith as we develop our discipleship 
• We are good stewards of all that God provides us 
• We serve the needs of each other, our community and our world 
• We follow God’s will, not our own  

 
Our Welcome Statement: Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community 
of God,  believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL are valued 
equally within our  congregation.  We are empowered by God through faith to nurture and  
celebrate the vast diversity among individuals –  single, married, partnered, divorced – and  
embrace their uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic  backgrounds and age. We, at             
 Advent, affirm and welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s ministry. 

Upcoming Events 

August 2-  Dulcimers Concert-Fellowship Hall 1pm,  
    All Team 7-8:30pm 
 

August 7- 9:30am (Indoor and Streaming) 
     6:30-8:30 Summer Bonfire 
 

August 8-12– Vacation Bible School 9am-12pm 

August 9- Council 7-9pm 

August 14- 9:30am (Indoor and Streaming) 

August 15-17-Music Camp 9am-2pm 

August 21- 9:30am (Indoor and Streaming)                          

August 23– Advent American Red Cross Blood Drive 2-7pm 

August 28-  9:30am (Indoor and Streaming)                                           

 

Are you curious about what theme or readings will come up on a given Sunday?  Are you                                            
 interested in reading a summary of themes and readings for the next bunch of weeks?  Click HERE 
or bookmark the page to refer back to this ongoing worship update.  Let Pastor Mark know if 
there’s more you’d like to see on this page.  

 August 2022 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/worship/sunday-themes-and-special-events
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A quick note from Pastor Mark, staff, and church 
leaders… 

HELP AVOID FRAUD 

If you ever get a text or email from someone 

claiming to be Pastor Mark, or another staff 

member or leader, and you are asked to buy gift 

cards or Amazon items etc, do NOT respond.  It is 

a scam. Ignore it, report it, and/or call the church 

leader to double check. 

We will NEVER just use a text or email to ask you 

to buy cards for or give money to some claimed 

outside “need.” Don’t get fooled by a scammer.    

GLOBAL MINISTRY 

Serving Christ around the world 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

We are making a difference in our own            
communities – with our prayers, our                   
involvement, and our donations to organizations 
and ministries that help people around us.  But 
we are also touching lives around the world. With 
general offerings to ministries like ELCA World 
Hunger and Lutheran World Relief, but also with 
two specific projects, in Africa (Tanzania) and    
Europe (Hungary and Ukraine) 

TANZANIA 

A few years ago we hosted Bishop Stephen 
Munga (from our companion diocese in Tanzania) 
as he spoke one evening. We chose a Sunday 
Church School offering to raise money for an     
environmental teaching project in Tanzania, and 
ended up giving that money for a wonderful     
project that helps the environment, provides    
income for needy families, and supports disability 
ministry. With drought as a reality, growing trees 
takes a big commitment. We are supporting 30      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

families (each with someone who is disabled) 
who have already started to each grow ten trees, 
with another 30 families to be added in October.   

This is very real ministry. I got to be on a 
WhatsApp phone call with Rev. Dr. Anneth 
Munga as she talked with women picking up their 
trees, and I heard them singing and rejoicing at 
this opportunity. (Click HERE to see some of that.)   

 

 

 

Please know that we are not bringing Christ to 
them.  They know and worship God already.   
Their churches are growing incredibly. But we are  
walking alongside them in this faith journey, and 
caring for them and praying for them as they care 
for us and pray for us.  

We are touching lives…in Africa (Tanzania) 
and Europe (Hungary and Ukraine) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nNR2fwqynzg
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(Pastor Mark cont.) 

Mama Munga shared this thank you: 

Greetings from Maramba where the “Tend Ten 
Trees” project is finally taking off. 

As I write this message, the women singing in the 
video are collecting their tree seedlings (10 for 
each). It’s wonderful and we thank God for this 
gift. There are Mango, Orange, Lemon, Avocado, 
Lime, and Guava seedlings. I’m so glad that the 
women are getting their seedlings today. 

MANY, MANY THANKS FOR THIS GIFT! 
 
HUNGARY AND UKRAINE 

Our Vacation Bible School offering is going to 
help support some Ukrainian teachers in           
Budapest, Hungary, as they work with Ukrainian 
refugee children and provide a safe and affirming 
place for them.  Advent members will also have a 
chance to help out, and our social ministry        
benevolence funds will add to that. 

This effort started when member Cherie Werner 
shared that: 

“Nathan's school here in Budapest (AISB) has 
been hosting a 'school within a school' for   
Ukrainian refugee children and the teachers 
from Ukraine. The kids are adjusting well and 
making friends and enjoying the school. The 
teachers are amazing and love these children 
and are making such a difference in their lives. 
There are approximately 106 kids at our school 
ranging in age from 3 to 18 years old. AISB is 
providing the classrooms and supplies, but have 
been collecting donations in order to pay the 
teachers a little bit of a salary so they can sup-
port themselves here in Budapest.”  

Cherie Werner to let me “meet” some of the  
children in the school and hear them sing a 
song live thru WhatsApp, and text chat with 
Cherie and with Oksana Matviishyna. Oksana 
had a   position as an educator at the              
international school in Kiev and she is now in 
charge of this new “School within a School.”   

Click HERE for a video about the school narrated 
by Oksana. 

Oksana Matviishyna wrote to us, saying 

“Thank you…so much for your generosity! It will 
help these children (they are now in the summer 
program) and many more: 

Many of them came from the cities and villages 
that basically do not exist any more - their homes 
were completely ruined by Russia. For now, many 
have neither school nor home, so our School for 
Ukrainian refugee children became their          
temporary home. We only manage to work 
thanks to support of amazing kind people like 
you. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!   
Together we will help these children!” 

We are making a difference. Dear sisters and 
brothers in Christ at Advent, thank you for the 
ways you and all of us get to “Love Your       
Neighbor” (all over the world) and to be a      
blessing. 

 

Your Partner in Christ’s Ministry, 

Pastor Mark 

https://youtu.be/hgvE-C5pUgY
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SUMMER BONFIRE AT ADVENT 

Sunday, August 7 6:30-8:30pm 

Join us on Sunday evening, August 7, for a Summer Bonfire at Advent.  We’ll gather near the  

Gaga Pit (top end of the parking lot) beginning at 6:30pm.  Bring a lawn chair and relax, join in 

some yard games, gather around the fire pit and make Smores or just visit and connect. Around 

8pm we’ll close with a quiet, fire-side devotional worship time with guitar, singing, a Bible story, 

reflection, and prayer. 

Smores will be provided.  You are welcome to bring other          

refreshments to share, or just show up.  And if you have yard 

games like ladderball or corn hole that you can share for that 

evening, awesome. All ages welcomed.  (VBS registration will be 

available that evening for any VBS families who drop by or join 

in.)   

 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly, August 8-12 

Our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is meeting in the biennial assembly on Aug 8-

12 in Columbus, Ohio. You can find out more at the Churchwide Assembly website. Below is a 

summary of what happens at the assembly, as well as an invitation to join in the daily worship at 

the assembly. 

Over the course of the assembly, voting members: 

• Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units; 

• Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; 

• Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws; 

• Establish ELCA churchwide policy; 

• Worship together; 

• Adopt a budget; and 

• Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 
From an ELCA Worship News release:  

We are in the final weeks before the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, gathering in Ohio, Aug. 8
-12, under the theme "Embody the Word." Worship will be central to the work of the                
assembly. Each day participants will gather for worship including Holy Communion on          
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; a Service of Word and Prayer on Tuesday; and Morning Prayer 
on Thursday. The worship moves through an arc that begins in the wilderness honoring where 
we have been as church over these last years, then into lament and repentance, and on to    
mission and sending. The assembly schedule, including worship times, is available on the 
Churchwide Assembly website. You may participate in worship remotely through the 
livestream, which will be available at the same website. 
 
 

 Photo by roya ann miller on Unsplash 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fchurchwideassembly&srcid=309534&srctid=1&erid=febcc936-231d-4337-85ae-9ba911b8eb9c&trid=febcc936-231d-4337-85ae-9ba911b8eb9c
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fchurchwideassembly&srcid=309534&srctid=1&erid=febcc936-231d-4337-85ae-9ba911b8eb9c&trid=febcc936-231d-4337-85ae-9ba911b8eb9c
https://unsplash.com/@royaannmiller?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/portable-fire-pit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


5 

 

 

 

Deadline for Articles for the Monthly 
September Advocate  
Newsletter: Monday, August 15th  

 

Staff 
Ministers:   All the people of Advent 
Pastor:    Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
Minister of Music : Vincent M. Ryan 
Coordinator of Spiritual Development: 
Carrie Ryan     
Office Administrator: Katie Rosenberg 
Sexton: Interim Cleaning Service 
(Fermelicia Welchez)  
Lay Eucharist Ministers: 
Joan Kelley,  Ashleigh Miller, Carrie 
Ryan, Dan & Paula Slemmer. 

     Prime Timers 

Prime Timers will meet August 2nd at 11:30 at Advent. Following, there will be a free                 

performance by the Indian Valley Dulcimers at 1pm. You can sign up on the bulletin board in   

Fellowship Hall, or on SignUp Genuis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singles Dining Out 

Join us for Singles Dining Out on August 17th at 6pm. We will be eating dinner at Bella Fiona 
Ristorante, 700 Main St. Harleysville. This is a great opportunity for fellowship and to enjoy      
authentic recipes freshly prepared from scratch. 
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      Music News 

 

 

 

Pictured below are members of the ensemble at our 15th Annual American Music Concert.  It was a 
vibrant morning of great music, audience singing, and of course good food! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fun continued at the American Music Concert as Pastors of present and past gathered for a    
photo-op! 
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ADVENT’S SPRING/SUMMER NEW MEMBERS, PART 1 (Joined June 26) 

Steve & Dale Ann Wittmer 

Steve and Dale moved into Meadow Glen last year, downsizing after 42 

years in Towamencin Township and raising 4 children in the North Penn 

School District. THEY met in US History class at North Penn High School.  

They started worshiping with us online before coming in-person.  They 

shared that they have found us to be a warm, friendly and welcoming     

community (but couldn’t sense how welcoming our congregation was on 

YouTube/online.) 

Eric & Kristin Beam and child Zoey 

Kristin and then Eric first attended in Lent of 2018…Zoey was baptized at an 

outdoor service here with both grandpas involved.  Kristin’s father is a       

retired ELCA pastor, and her mother is an accountant who has done lots of 

audits for our synod (and lots of taxes for clergy including Pastor Mark).  

They like how welcoming the church is, and like the young families program 

and the music program. 

Teresa Feeser  

Teresa [right side in the picture] and Ray were members here and moved 

out of the area  17 years ago. They’re back in the area and reconnecting.  

Teresa loves gardening and football (…but not the Eagles?)  Their son Brian 

was just married. Their daughter is here. 

 

Sarah Richie 

Sarah [middle in the picture] is a student at West Chester University,      

studying secondary math education, and a minor in music performance.  She 

is classically trained in opera, and we got a taste of that when she sang at 

the American Music Concert. She likes singing, baking, community service, 

and working with children, and says there are soo many places where she 

would love to start helping here. 
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Travis and Helen Nace, and children Miles and Calum 

Travis is more local; Helen has lived all over the country including Hawaii 

a couple times. They both moved here from VA, and connected up with 

us during our drive-thru events and online worship, and then the      

parking lot services. Helen had served as lector and worship assistant  

before they even joined. They shared that the nursery is amazing! The 

shaded parking lot is great too. They’ve felt welcomed since Day 1, and 

love all the service and social opportunities. 

(New members cont.) 

News from Bear Creek Camp, including upcoming events: 

·       Labor Day Family Camp (Friday, September 2nd through Monday, September 5th) 

·       Alumni Staff Weekend (Friday, September 9th through Sunday, September 11th) 

·       Women's Retreat (Friday, September 30th through Sunday, October 2nd) 

 

Visit  https://conta.cc/3axOD0w   to read the BCC newsletter and get more information 

https://conta.cc/3axOD0w
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Christian Ed News 

Tree of Healing VBS  
We are SO EXCITED for our Tree of Healing VBS, August 8-12! We 
have 60+ children participating and 20+ youth and adult            
volunteers helping throughout the week. We’ll have a busy and 
fun week as we hear Bible stories about creation, friendship and 
love. We’ll learn about how God invites us to share in the building 
of a just world where all can enjoy the gifts of God’s creation.   
During the week we are collecting monetary donations to the 
School Within a School. This is a National Ukranian School based 
on the help of volunteers from Ukraine. The school is in Budapest, 
Hungary. Professional educators from Ukraine have been           
donating their time to help the Ukrainian children. Learn more 
about the school HERE.   

 

 
how can we cope? Where, she asks, “do we start 
to get our world and joy and hope and our faith in 
life itself back . . . with our sore feet, hearing loss, 
stiff fingers, poor digestion, stunned minds,       
broken hearts?”   
  
We begin, Lamott says, by accepting our flaws and embrac-
ing our humanity. Drawing from her own experiences, 
Lamott shows us the intimate and human ways we can 
adopt to move through life’s dark places and toward the 
light of hope that still burns ahead for all of us.  

 

Advent’s Book Club   
Advent’s Book Club is a chance to meet other 
members of our faith community. We read 
books of various genres and have wonderful 
discussions! August’s book selection is Dusk, 
Night, Dawn: On Revival and Courage by Anne 
Lamott. Books are available to borrow from 
Carrie Ryan. Please let Carrie know if you 
would like to join the book club this month 
and we will coordinate a time to    discuss in 
late August.   
 In Dusk, Night, Dawn, Anne Lamott explores 
the tough questions that many of us grapple 
with. How can we recapture the confidence 
we once had as we stumble through the dark 
times that seem increasingly bleak? As bad 
newspiles up—from climate crises to daily   
assaults on civility— 

Looking for some summer reading?   
Advent’s library has books for adults, youth and children. The library is in the hallway by the 

office.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgvE-C5pUgY
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  Christian Ed cont. 

    
 Summer Faith Formation Activities   
Looking for fun activities to do as a family at home this summer? Or a simple devotional to do while 

traveling? Or some activities and conversation starters to do with your grandkids? Resources for all 

ages are available in the narthex and in the office vestibule.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Card Ministry  

Everybody loves getting mail, especially when it is a handwritten card!  Each month a small group of 

volunteers will meet to write birthday messages for Advent members. All are welcome to join us on 

Wednesday, August 24th from 10:30-11:30 AM. Advent will provide cards, stamps and addresses. 

Please contact Diana Shearer with questions. shearer.diana@comcast.net  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Confirmation and Mentor Blessing and Picnic  
Advent’s 7th and 8th grade confirmands and their families, as well as their confirmation mentors and 
families are invited to a picnic brunch after worship on Sunday, August 28. We will have a special 
blessing for our confirmands and mentors during worship.   

 
 

 

 

mailto:shearer.diana@comcast.net
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Christian Ed cont. 

Labor Day Family Camp @ Bear Creek Camp  
 During this fun-filled, extended weekend, families will be able to experience many of the amazing 
things that Bear Creek Camp has to offer. Programming options will include devotions and worship 
experiences, waterfront time, guided hikes, arts & crafts, nature center exploration, high ropes,   
archery and plenty of opportunities for family games and individual activities.  Learn more and        
register at https://www.bearcreekcamp.org/family-camps/  

 
Community Afternoon of Service  
Join us Sunday, September 11 from 2-4pm at Generations of Indian Valley (259 N. 2nd St., 
Souderton) as we bring the community together for service and worship. ALL ARE WELCOME to     
participate in hands on service projects benefitting: Souderton’s Bean Bag Project; Lutheran                
Community at Telford; Mennonite Resource Center, Peyton’s Hearts; Bread Drop Ministries;          
Emmanuel Lutheran’s E-Meals; Christ Kulpsville’s Shepherds Shelf; Lutheran World Relief; Along The 
Way; local fire, police & ambulance; Peaceful Living; North Penn Boys & Girls Club; Habitat for        
Humanity; Survivors Alliance.  

Wawa Hoagie Coupons Make Great Gifts  
Wawa hoagie coupons make great gifts! They are $5 each and benefit Advent's Youth Fund. Contact 
Carrie Ryan or the church office if you are interested in purchasing coupons.  

https://www.bearcreekcamp.org/family-camps/
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Social Ministry Opportunities 

ADVENT CONGREGATION SERVICE PROJECT: SCHOOL KITS for Lutheran World Relief 

        For the month of August, Advent will be putting faith into action by inviting members to donate 

school supplies for Lutheran World Relief School Kits. These kits help children continue learning in 

the face of serious hardships. Due to the war in Ukraine, the need is very great!  

        We will assemble the School Kits on God’s Work. Our Hands Day, September 11, 2022, during 

the All Ages event for Rally Day. The donated school supplies will be packed into draw-string back-

packs. A Thrivent Action Team will be used to purchase the backpacks for the kits. 

     To participate, look for a SignUpGenius in August for specific school items to contribute. Donations 

will be due by September 6. More information to follow!  

 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************** 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FAITH BUILD PROJECT 

Habitat for Humanity (HFH) of Montco & Delco and Thrivent are organizing 

a Faith Build on Cowpath Road in Hatfield, PA – constructing two twin homes which will be built and 

supported by churches in our community.  

A Faith Build is where churches (partnering with HFH and Thrivent) help a local family build a 

new home, who then pays an affordable mortgage to live there. To learn more about Thrivent Faith 

Builds, please see https://habitatmontdelco.org/thrivent/ 

Advent Lutheran is participating with a sponsorship that includes one build day at the         

construction site for 10 Advent volunteers (must be 16 years or older), plus an invitation to the 

Home Dedication once the houses are completed.   

The Advent Build Day is scheduled for Friday, September 16, 2022, from at least 8:30am to 

12:30pm. Please consider volunteering, whether you’re handy with a hammer or a beginner – no  

experience is necessary, just a willingness to help!!  

**To participate in the Build Day, please sign up on the link below and registration                 

information will be forwarded by email. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58

-habitat  

Contact Doretta Roessler with any questions. Thank you for volunteering your time in the 

community!! 

This Photo by Unknown 

https://habitatmontdelco.org/thrivent/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-habitat
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-habitat
https://www.deviantart.com/pixel-slinger/art/Elementary-School-Supplies-358344655
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                                                                                   Social Ministry cont. 

BREAD DROP SERVICE PROJECT: New Slots Added for AUGUST! 

      Advent Lutheran is participating in the Bread Drop food program with other 
local churches and organizations. New volunteer slots have been added for         
August. We invite members to sign up for 1 or more weeks to make peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches for hungry people. This could be a meaningful service activity 
over the summer -- especially for families with children!  
       To participate, please click on the SignUpGenius below to volunteer for a slot. Sandwiches need 
to be delivered to Grace Lutheran Church in Hatfield each Tuesday.  Please consider sharing your 
time to help others in need. Contact Doretta Roessler with any questions. Thank you!!  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-bread 

 

 

     Become a Blood Donor! 

     Red Cross Blood Drive at Advent Lutheran on Tuesday, August 23, 2022              
               from 2:00 - 7:00 pm 

The need for donors is great right now. The American Red Cross is currently testing blood products 
for antibodies. You will be able to see the results of your antibody test about 7 to 10 days after your 
donation (this is not testing to diagnose illness). 

Facts about donating blood 

• Every two seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood. 

• One donation can help to save the lives of up to three people. 

The number one reason donors say they give blood is because they “want to help others”. 

Who can give? 

If you are at least 17 years old, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds, and are in general good health and 
feeling well on the day of the donation, you will be eligible to give blood. Eligible doors can give   
every two months. 

 Helpful Reminders 

• Please bring a photo ID and names of medications that you take. 

Make sure that you had a light meal and plenty to drink. 

 

Choose a convenient time to donate blood.  You can sign up for the blood drive on the American 

Red Cross website link below. Thank you for donating! 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-bread
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4FADA92CAAF58-bread
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time
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Social Ministry cont. 

********************************************************************************************************************** 

FAIR TRADE SALES  

Our next Fair Trade sale will be held on Sunday, August 14 before and after 

the summer worship service. No cash? No problem! Members can purchase items using credit or 

debit cards with their cell phones. 

 We invite you to purchase competitively priced products from Lutheran World    Relief 

(coffee) and Equal Exchange (chocolate, nuts, cocoa). Your purchases help to empower 

our global neighbors AND encourage environmentally sustainable production. Thank 

you for your willingness to partner with farmers, workers, and families in need of our 

support!      ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

SHEPHERD’S SHELF is a local emergency food cupboard located at Christ Lutheran 
Church, 2211 Mainland Road, in Harleysville.  

On Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 8:00 pm, volunteers (age 12+)    
distribute food items to those in need. Available positions are general helpers,       

carrying bags to client cars, and the registration desk. If you are able to help, please use the link below 
to access the Sign-Up Genius volunteer list. Contact Sunny Hassett on Advent's Social Ministry team 
with any questions. Thank you for your support!!    http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds   

********************************************************************************************************************** 

Manna to Go :  

Dear Advent members, the Social Ministry Team looks at specific needs within the church,        

community, synod, and world, and organizes help from our congregation to meet those needs. 

One of our programs at Advent, Manna to Go, provides meals, transportation, and/or personal 

care to our members as needed. 

If you (or your family) are experiencing an illness, hospital stay, or other situation where meals, 

rides, or another service would be helpful, please let the Social Ministry team know and we will 

organize our church family to provide whatever is needed. You may also contact Pastor Mark or 

the church office who will communicate with us.   ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds
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Sweatshirt of HOPE 22 - Connecting Faith with Needs in our Community. 

 

Go to https://sweatshirtofhope.org/ to volunteer to help. Share an invitation to friends and 
neighbors who may be struggling with issues of addiction, abuse, depression and more.  Show up, 
and be a smiling, welcoming face at the FREE event. 

https://sweatshirtofhope.org/

