
April 2, 2020 

Dear Advent Members and Friends, 

We have you on a list of people who are not able to receive our emails.  Because of the 

Coronavirus shut down, we are relying on worship services shared on Youtube, and 

regular news and information shared a couple times a week by email. 

If you ARE able to watch a worship service on Youtube, or are able to receive email, or 

you have a family member who still visits and can get those to you, please let us know. 

Right now that is the best and fastest way to get information. 

If you cannot get our news and announcements by email, we want to still keep you in 

the loop.  So…we are sending this packet of the last couple weeks of email mini-

newsletters and pastoral letters.  Since it is printed out, the computer links will not 

work; you cannot click on a spot and see an attachment. However, I hope what you are 

able to read and look through is helpful, and lets you know that Advent Lutheran Church 

is still being the church, and that we do care about you.   

We look forward to the day when we can meet again in worship, and visit you in person. 

Until then, God be with you and all of us. Be well. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Mark 

Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want.” That’s how our psalm 
for this coming Sunday begins. Familiar words from Psalm 23, but they 
sound a whole bunch different in this new time. “Though I walk through 
the darkest valley, you are with me…” Words of assurance in troubled 
times. God’s promise to be there, and to make a difference.

As followers of Jesus, we are comforted, and we also look for ways to 
help provide God’s care and assurance. We are trying to do that as 
church here at Advent.

Staff met this morning to brainstorm and plan, and there’s plenty we 
are working on. I’m sharing a number of things that we hope will be 
helpful in the days ahead. We’ll plan on sending out another email on 
Friday to update, and prepare for the weekend. (No regular 
announcements, no Wednesday Constant Contact email, for now)

1 – BUILDING CLOSED, “CHURCH” IS OPEN. The building will for sure 
be closed through the end of March. It looks like it may be quite a bit 
longer, but we are focusing on March 31 for this week, and will update 
next week. That means no groups meeting. And please, use the phone 
rather than coming in in-person unless it is vital. Staff are continuing to 
work, and looking for ways to keep physical distancing even as we keep 
social contact.

2 – STAYING CONNECTED. We led our first Live Stream worship this 
past Sunday. If you missed it, you can watch at AdventWorship . Next 
week we hope to have better sound, a closer view, and some text 
provided so you can follow along better for prayers or hymns. We also 
hope to be providing some video messages or children’s sermon material 
this week, so stay tuned. And we are working out ways to “meet” with 
online bible study, adult forum, group discussions or meetings. Please let 
me know if there’s something that would be helpful for YOU in this time.

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=gKQxpd2_tsY&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=gKQxpd2_tsY&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=gKQxpd2_tsY&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1115682120858&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoSk62QIRAM&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2lhc3NKwupzpABIjEr_zWVxMXEaNk4Vsk5iJT5qv5vkFNP-KffE2bYwu0
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3 – SUPPORTING OUR MINISTRY. God’s work continues, and our 
excellent staff are hard at work helping keep people connected and 
growing in this time apart. Our “Simply Giving” offerings are what is 
supporting us in this meantime, and we are very, very grateful for all of 
you. If you are interested in joining those Simply Giving folk (with 
automated giving) you can find the forms and description here . We are 
also working on a way to allow special one-time gifts through credit card 
giving, especially for friends who may want to encourage or provide for 
God’s ministry through us.

4 – EVERYTHING IN ONE PLACE. We have set up a working document 
here where we will be able to update information and resources as we 
get them, and have a place where you can go for “one stop
shopping.” You can find links to recent emails, online videos like our 
worship service(s), contacts for helping with errands or calls, and 
resources or places to serve in our community. Please let us know if you 
have information to share.

5 – LET US HEAR FROM YOU. Give us constructive feedback. We 
haven’t done this before. We’re trying not to send you too much stuff, 
but want to keep you informed. We want to connect, and provide for 
needs, including chances to share with each other. Let us know how we 
are doing, or what ministry/event you were organizing that might 
change, or what group opportunity you would like to see. How can we 
keep growing in how we live as church in this strange time?

Psalm 23 ends with the comforting words, “Surely goodness and mercy 
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.” Those words were not idle words back in those days. 
Sheep were in danger all day long. But with a caring shepherd, a good 
shepherd, they were cared for. God makes that promise to us.

May you know the embrace and care of the Good Shepherd, and be 
comforted as part of our flock at Advent Lutheran Church.  

Your partner in Christ’s ministry,

Pastor Mark

https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/67524377-ac4b-4390-89a1-41829c2d8edd.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLh4mZYIhgpRdeXKvqGY41WXkbJOHQszTOH1HWLywTM/edit?usp=sharing
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March 20, 2020
Weekly Newsletter

In an effort to streamline communication, we will 
temporarily be doing away with a monthly 

newsletter and you will be receiving a weekly mini-
newsletter from Advent. If you have anything

you youd like to have included, please email Nikki 
Young . (Click her name to send

an email). We pray you are all well and wish you 
peace during this time.  

A Le�er from Council President

In the refrain of the hymn We are Called we sing “ We are called to act with jus�ce,
we are called to love tenderly, we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly
with God”.
During these unusual �mes when as a congrega�on we cannot gather together in
worship or in �mes of fellowship, it more important than ever that we remain
connected and con�nue to serve each other and our community.

To quote a well-known Minister of Music, “While our building remains closed the
church is open”. We are blessed to have a wonderful staff that are handling the
day-to-day ac�vi�es, providing us an online worship experience, and iden�fying
other ways to keep us connected as a faith community. We are contac�ng all of our
members to ensure they are okay, provide informa�on, and to iden�fy if anyone
has any specific needs. I encourage everyone to take this opportunity to contact
other Advent members, neighbors, and friends using whatever method you prefer
(maybe even an actual phone call) as a way for us to stay connected and ensure we
are caring for each other. God is calling us to be a blessing, to provide hope and
comfort to those who are in need and support for one another. 
The Church Council will be holding a special mee�ng (via Zoom) next week to
assess the current situa�on and determine con�ngency plans for the next several

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=hnb6Au-5Euo&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=hnb6Au-5Euo&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=hnb6Au-5Euo&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1115682120858&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
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weeks. As we have from the start, we are following the lead of the local
government agencies and the SEPA Synod in how we are handling our worship and
access to our building. The way we are conduc�ng the ac�vi�es and ministries of
the church have changed but there is s�ll work to be done.

This situa�on is new to all of us and we are learning and adap�ng as we go. As
Pastor Mark requested earlier this week please do give us construc�ve feedback so
we can improve what we are doing or the way we are communica�ng informa�on.
Our congrega�on has been serving the surrounding community for 288 years,
through good �mes and in difficult �mes. So, during this difficult �me we will
con�nue to serve in new and crea�ve ways and be the voice of Jesus to our
neighbors.

In Christ’s Service, 

Steve Nevin
Council President  

Worship and Other Links for this
weekend

Click here for Sunday 3-22-2020
Worship - Live worship at 8:30. Feed
will be live star�ng at 8:15. Click the
bu�on on the le� for a bulle�n that

should be easy to follow along at home. Please also click on the
le� for the Prayer List

 Click here for Vincent M. Ryan's Solo Organ Concert
Be sure to view the concert live-stream not only for Vince's music,
but because 4 of our outstanding youth (Ka�e McClure, Melanie
Vincent, Jacob White and Thomas Holloway) will also take
part! They have worked very hard (with a lot of help from their
parents) to make the event AWESOME, and we think you'll have a
great �me, too!

Click here for an Adult Forum Zoom Mee�ng - Want to stay
connected while social distancing? Join us on Zoom for an Adult
Forum Discussion at 10:00 on Sunday morning. Live at 10:00am,
discussion starts at 10:15. Before the discussion, click the link to
download and get setup on Zoom. Please note: Other than
downloading Zoom to get ready nothing will show up un�l it is
started by our moderators.

https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/81aa896a-0ce2-4e74-ae9f-b205ed311277.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dbc8_h3vs4N54KFZHXDbtIHG4pv4lW8f/view
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/69b7bc1e-3070-48a8-a124-0d7ab21b1690.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znsZdwHwFu4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znsZdwHwFu4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cbSlEIHliNA&feature=youtu.be
https://zoom.us/j/225243933?status=success
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The building is closed, but the church is open. However, there are some adjusted
schedules. Our staff is here for you and willing to talk. Calls to the church are being
forwarded to Nikki's phone. We will make sure the appropriate person gets in
touch with you if you leave a message or speak to her. If you would like to reach
out directly to the person you are trying to reach that is fine as well.

Pastor Mark 610-513-2096
Carrie and Vince Ryan - Home 610-287-1842 and Carrie's cell 610-324-7653
(Rumor has it Vince does not use his cell phone)
Nikki Young 717-304-9352

Thank you for understanding during this crazy �me.

What's Been Happening and Giving Op�ons

This week the staff has been busy! Here are some highlights as to what has been
going on this week.

A new boiler was put in since the building was rela�vely empty it was a great
�me to check that one off the list
Vince has been preparing for his concert this weekend
We have been working to improve our streamed worship
We have been fielding phone calls and working our resources for you
We have organized callers to make sure all members and friends of Advent
have someone checking in on them.
We've been planning what else we can do and how we can do it all safely

We are remaining ac�ve and that means we have expenses, and deep gra�tude for
your giving. Many of you already use Simply Giving. If you need a form it is
available by clicking here. This form ul�mately needs to get to Kim Ribelin, but you
may mail it to the church. We are working on other online giving. You may also
mail your offering to the church at 470 Landis Road, Harleysville, PA 19438. We ask
at this point if possible you mail checks and not cash. Thank you for suppor�ng the
church during this �me!

Resources and Important Links

We have created a google doc that is a "one stop shop"
with links to things we have done online that can be
viewed when you wish.

This doc also includes some local resources for food for
students etc. This is a good place to check regularly for
new links and informa�on.

CLICK HERE FOR THE GOOGLE DOC

https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/67524377-ac4b-4390-89a1-41829c2d8edd.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLh4mZYIhgpRdeXKvqGY41WXkbJOHQszTOH1HWLywTM/edit?usp=sharing
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Wednesday Worship and Holden Evening Prayer

It is hard not being able to be together, but we are finding
ways to connect and try to bring some "normalcy" to these
trying �mes. In case you missed it some of our confirmands
and their mentors did a wonderful presenta�on Wednesday
Night (each from their own homes). Vince also recorded some
of our favorites from Holden Evening Prayer. Take at listen if
you need a calming moment.

Click Here for Wednesday Night Worship

Click Here for Holden Evening Prayer - Evening Hymn

Click here for Holden Evening Prayer - Magnificat

Devo�ons and Family Faith Forma�on for All Ages

Carrie Ryan has put togeter some faith forma�on items for all
ages - ideas of things to do, addresses of homebound
members and so much more. Click the faith forma�on
number for access to the google file!

Taking Faith Home (TFH) --->
Please click on the devo�on lis�ng for the week of 3-22-2020.
This is a wonderful devo�on for ANYONE!

Pastor Mark did a Children's Sermon. It will help explain to
your kids how we are connected even if we can't be together.
Check it out now!

Have a wonderful week!

https://zoom.us/rec/play/tJx-d-_7_203SdycuQSDVP55W47rf6-s03IW8_EPy0uzV3RXNgWgMLdGara6KWaSj8g8a70S6n0JJfMV?continueMode=true
https://youtu.be/wkV-XBTUCEM
https://youtu.be/lK_W20nBoD0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1uuTiIc9f9bV6NI_B5J9lAeSiM2Ykcs3J
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/ce451eb5-b4e2-4381-8523-ea5da6a6d566.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16ZgrhHdxxLm7foxYZMO53Ek_ffC2ovgs/view?ts=5e74c38e
https://www.facebook.com/adventlutheranharleysville
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;
O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.”

I’m struck by how different, and how relevant, some of our Bible 
readings sound in this time. Those first two verses of our Psalm for this 
Sunday, Psalm 130, sure capture some emotions and hurts around us 
today. “I’m hurting, God. I need you!”

You can picture a long wait, desperate for the dawn of hope .
“My soul waits for the Lord
more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.”
I got to experience bits of the hurt and loss in lives of members this 
last week. A couple members who had loved ones in the hospital and were 
not allowed in to visit. A death of a beloved member, and no chance to 
gather to grieve, to care, to personally console and support each other.

And at the same time I saw the caring and support through social media 
– through phone calls and Facebook, through emails and video chats. And 
I heard many stories of hope and connection and God’s transforming 
work in and through us. (I’ll share a couple of those at the end of this 
letter.)

What are we doing as a congregation in the midst of this?

1 - WORSHIP IS A PRIMARY FOCUS. Our second Live-streamed 
service was much improved. Instead of having viewers listen in on 
regular worship, we moved camera closer and focused on bringing the 
worship to you. We worked out a better sound balance, closer views, and 
words for you to be able to follow along. [By the way, you should try 
preaching to a camera while two of the three people present are running

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=t_CthZD7fV0&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=t_CthZD7fV0&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=t_CthZD7fV0&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1115682120858&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
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around in front of you, trying to work out a better way to have the 
words flow more smoothly. :-)  But…they did it. We have a great team!]

2 - WE ARE LEARNING, AND ADAPTING. We are trying to get 
better camera and sound equipment since it looks like we’ll do this for a 
while. We are working to include some of YOU in this by including a 
recording of someone reading the Bible lesson, and getting one or more 
households to help write the prayers. We are looking ahead to Holy 
Week and Easter to see how best to bring the experience of worship in 
God’s presence to you. And we invite YOU to think about how you create 
a “Holy” place (Holy = Set Apart). Perhaps you can light a candle, and 
place an open Bible near it, as you watch and participate.

3 - EXPANDING OUR CONNECTIONS. As we learn, and prioritize 
relationships and community, a lot is happening. We have a great team of 
callers reaching out to everyone in the congregation each week. (If you 
didn’t get called, please contact the office; we might need updated 
info.) That team got together last night for a Zoom meeting, to see and 
hear from each other and share. We also used that video-conferencing 
for Adult Forum, and for high school youth group, both great 
experiences and both will “meet” weekly. Other groups have been 
discovering and using video gatherings to stay connected and work 
together. Confirmation youth and mentors are finding new ways to bring 
our midweek Lenten reflections to us. I am doing a special children’s 
sermon each week, separate from the Sunday worship. And Vince Ryan 
went ahead with his organ and piano concert, all by live-stream, and 
many, many people were inspired by his sharing, and contributed 
generously to the Orgelkids benefit cause.

4 – EVERYTHING IN ONE PLACE. We continue to expand our 
resources, with videos on Youtube, an archive of messages to the 
congregation, and lists of community resources and opportunities. Click 
on this WorkingDocument to get updated lists of links, videos, resources 
and opportunities. And please let us know if you have information to 
share.

5 - WAYS TO SUPPORT THIS MINISTRY. Our work…God’s work…is 
continuing. Some worship and children’s sermon resources have been 
shared multiple times, and our reach is expanding. We want to make sure 
we find ways for YOU to continue offerings to participate in this work, 
and ways for more distant viewers to also be able to support. The best 
way to give offerings is Simply Giving . Click on that link to set up 
automatic giving. But we are hoping to also find ways to add credit card 
giving and maybe even something like Paypal, for those who may prefer 
that method.

Psalm 130 – cited earlier – finishes up the lament with a word of hope.

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLh4mZYIhgpRdeXKvqGY41WXkbJOHQszTOH1HWLywTM/edit
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/67524377-ac4b-4390-89a1-41829c2d8edd.pdf
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God is still active. And I’ve seen that loud and clear, from YOU.
· I saw that through an older member who sent me a text of 
gratitude because another member went out and did some needed 
grocery shopping for her.
· I saw that in the sharing from a member about how a friend – not 
from Advent – experienced our worship online and was impacted by 
God’s presence through that sharing.
· And I saw that in the senior high, when I was told 13 of them joined 
in the first online gathering, and decided to “meet” weekly on Sunday 
evenings. They decided to each pray at 8:20pm every evening, which is 
the military time 20:20, as a shout out to the year they will never 
forget and the classmates who are seniors. “They are all missing a lot, 
but for the seniors, they won’t get back what they are missing, and so 
the others are there for them.” 

We are finding ways to hold our community together, and to live out 
God’s word of presence and hope for us. And we look for ways to share 
God’s love with our neighbor. Thanks for being part of this. Please, let 
me know if you have things to share or you would like to talk or “visit.”

Together in Christ’s mission,

Pastor Mark  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Two thoughts jumping around in my mind this week. First, from our 
upcoming Palm Sunday service:
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”

Second, shared by a friend.
      The “C” in Christ is bigger than the “c” in coronavirus.

There’s so much stress and unknown. Increasing hurt and concern. What 
are we going to do?

         Let’s have a parade.
         Let’s remember who’s in 
charge still.
I’m not suggesting we naively think everything is going to be just fine. 
And I’m not inviting us to a physical gathering. But perhaps this week, 
with Palm Sunday leading us into Holy Week, we might find a place and 
time to celebrate God’s grace and share a little community joy. And 
perhaps in the midst of the stress we might breathe a sigh of relief and 
go, “OK God, keep reminding me that everything’s not up to me. You’ve 
got us. Help me trust that, and then help YOU.”

Our online worship has moved from letting you watch in on us in the 
sanctuary, to bring the worship to YOU as we get close to the camera, 
to now figuring out ways to have YOU engage and create a holy space 
and time to participate. You can click Create a Worship Spac e to see a 
video of me inviting you into Holy Week worship, but here are some 
ideas:

ANY SUNDAY - Start by placing a Bible and Candle on a table or 
shelf near where you will join us in worship online.
PALM SUNDAY (April 5) – add a palm leaf or leaves. You can make 
one out of paper, or pick one up from the church parking lot on 
Saturday – more about that at the end of this letter. We’ll even 
invite you to process in your house. (Special message for kids) 
MAUNDY THURSDAY (April 9) – we would like to share a meal 
with you. So get a plate with some food on it, and a bowl of water

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=-npvW9pEuEI&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=-npvW9pEuEI&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=-npvW9pEuEI&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1115682120858&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZWl0RVm_cEagsHy1VnsxUxWSNLxQwMh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nZWl0RVm_cEagsHy1VnsxUxWSNLxQwMh/view?usp=sharing
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(to wash your hands) and join us at 7:30pm.
GOOD FRIDAY (April 10) – place a cross on the table. Turn the 
lights low, and experience this powerful community prayer, and 
sharing of the story of Jesus’ ultimate love.
EASTER SUNDAY (April 12) – Make sure you have an Easter egg, 
or any egg, on the table. You’ll understand why in the children’s 
sermon. The service streams at 8:30am, but parts will be 
prerecorded to bring you the sunrise portion of the service.

In addition to the worship, we having many gatherings online – adult 
forum, high school, 5&6 th graders, choir, staff, and the calling team 
who are making sure everyone stays connected. If you need help with 
technology or connecting up to any of these opportunities, let us know.

With all the information out there, we’re trying to keep ONE list of 
everything – go to Resources to Utilize during Social Distancing to get 
updated lists of links, videos, resources and opportunities. And please 
let us know if you have information to share.

With all of the distancing and precautions, we have a cool 
opportunity for connections.  Here’s the plan.

This Saturday, assuming our PALMS arrive as promised, we will be 
handing out palms in the Advent church parking lot from 9am to
3pm. Please note – NO ONE should feel pushed to come out. Be
wise. But we will promise to wear gloves as we open the box and handle 
the palms, and on Saturday, we will have a way to “hand them” to you 
while keeping distance and making sure you don’t share your germs with 
others.

So…if you’d like to pick up palms, then in a very safe and careful way, do 
a road trip to Advent’s parking lot between 9am and 3pm this Saturday. 
And if you’d like palms but cannot come by, we have a couple people 
willing to deliver palms. Let us know.

Quite a few people have asked about offerings and giving them…and 
we’ll have a way to do that on Saturday also, in a different area. Please 
know, that is totally separate from the distribution of palms. I do NOT 
want an implied connection.

I am so grateful for your being part of this caring community in Christ. 
I am delighted that some of you have been sharing our ministry and 
Gospel message with others, and reaching out and caring. And I am in 
awe of our awe-some God who went all the way to death and back for us.

         “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”

Let’s celebrate…and worship.

Your brother in Christ,

Pastor Mark

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLh4mZYIhgpRdeXKvqGY41WXkbJOHQszTOH1HWLywTM/edit
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March 27, 2020
Weekly Newsletter

In an effort to streamline communica�on, for the
�me being we will be presen�ng a weekly newsle�er

that will give you the latest informa�on and
announcements from Advent. For now the monthy

newsle�er will be put on hold. If you have anything you yould like to have
included, please email Nikki Young . (Click her name to send an email). We pray

you are all well and wish you con�nued peace during this �me.

A Le�er from Council President

My favorite book in the Bible is Acts of the Apostles because it describes the
ac�ons of the apostles during the difficult �mes of the early church. It is about
ordinary people as believers of Jesus, ac�vated by the Holy Spirit, sharing the
Gospel message to their community. We are called to be ac�ve apostles at all �mes
caring for our fellow Advent Member, our neighbors, and friends. 

Our Advent Church ministries are con�nuing, just in a different way. We con�nue
to worship and I invite you to join us online as Pastor Mark and Vince con�nue to
be crea�ve in engaging others in the worship service. We are planning ways to
engage the congrega�on through the Holy week services and Easter Sunday. Our
expecta�on is online worship will con�nue at least through the end of April based
on the current situa�on.    

We are providing other online educa�on opportuni�es for Adult Forum and Bible
Study. Various groups are remaining engaged online such as the Advent Guiding
Team, Confirma�on youth, and our group making calls to members. Our property
team has been busy as they coordinated the replacement of our 29-year-old boiler
and installed LED lights in the parking lot. 

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=u4e3nVGHhWc&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=u4e3nVGHhWc&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=u4e3nVGHhWc&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1115682120858&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
mailto:office@adventharleysville.org
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Church Council held a special online mee�ng this week to review and discuss our
ac�ons and planning. To ensure support of our incredible staff, we made the
decision that all of our staff will con�nue to be paid in full during this �me. We also
iden�fied the need to delay our “Building Improvement Fund Appeal” and
discussed a strategy for how we will handle this from a short and long-term
perspec�ve. During the first week of April we will encourage all of our ministry
teams to meet online and con�nue to move forward with their team ac�vi�es
recognizing we will need to do things differently in the short-term.  

And with all of that, we take a deep breath and s�ll give thanks to God for all that
we do have and all that we can s�ll do for each other. Saved by God’s Grace,
Renewed through Word & Sacrament, We are sent as Disciples to Share the Gospel
of Jesus.  

In Christ’s Service, 

Steve Nevin
Council President  

Sunday's
Bulletin

Advent
Prayer

List

Visit our
YouTube
Channel
for other
videos

Worship and Other Links for this
weekend

Click here for Sunday 3-29-2020
Worship - Live worship at 8:30 . Feed
will be live star�ng at 8:15. Click the
bu�on on the le� for a bulle�n that

should be easy to follow along at home. Please also click on the
le� for the Prayer List

 Click here for an Adult Forum Zoom Mee�ng - Want to stay
connected while social distancing? Join us on Zoom for an Adult
Forum Discussion at 10:00 on Sunday morning. Live at 10:00am,
discussion starts at 10:15. If you are going to call in here are the
instruc�ons
Dial by your loca�on

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US

Mee�ng ID: 908 621 186

We'll take a couple minutes to share our high's and low's, then
discuss two short ar�cles from the March Living Lutheran
magazine - Go with God! p. 26 and Strength and resilience" p.
25. Stan Wilhelmson is facilita�ng. We will end with a �me of
prayer.   Click here for the March Living Lutheran

https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/0cd1a500-133e-482b-83dc-148413462f47.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/f8f0e5ae-65bb-43cd-a2b6-d8d8443cc9b2.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL0xPb-rxHActE7BRzDI--bk9gmt2ANZUe
https://youtu.be/S9HA8GUwhck?list=PL0xPb-rxHActE7BRzDI--bk9gmt2ANZUe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znsZdwHwFu4&feature=youtu.be
https://zoom.us/s/908621186?status=success
https://www.livinglutheran.org/issues/march-2020/
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You don't want to miss this. A new video was put up and it has
some of our members remotely singing the Annuncia�on and
Magnificant with Vince playing piano. Click here to view it. Thank
you to Bill, Rich and Hanna for your par�cipa�on! To view any
other videos or worship services click the bu�on for our YouTube
channel on the side.

Advent's Bible Verse Project - a message from Carrie Ryan. "Social distancing
means unfortunately not seeing our church friends and family. Let's create
something that will bring us together - virtually. 

First - Talk with your family about everyone's favorite Bible verse. You could look
up verses in your Bible or online. Does your family have a special verse? What
verse speaks to you during this par�cular �me? 

Second - Take a picture of you/your family. It could be a selfie or you could use
your phone or camera �mer to get everyone in the picture. You could ask a
neighbor (standing at least 6 feet away and outside your house) to take a picture of
you. It can be a funny pose, a picture with your pets, a picture of what you all love
to do together. You could include a sign that say "miss you" or "love from the
_____ family", etc. 

One picture per family. Send all pictures and Bible verses to me via text or email
craeryan@yahoo.com or 610-324-7653 by Wednesday morning, April 1. Look for
the completed project in the weekly church email on April 3.

How to Reach Us

The building is closed, but the church is open. However, in order to comply with
the Governor's orders our staff is MOSTLY working remotely. Our staff is here for
you and willing to talk. Calls to the church are being forwarded to Nikki's phone.
We will make sure the appropriate person gets in touch with you if you leave a
message or speak to her. If you would like to reach out directly to the person you
are trying to reach that is fine as well.

Pastor Mark 610-513-2096
Carrie and Vince Ryan - Home 610-287-1842 and Carrie's cell 610-324-7653
(Rumor has it Vince does not use his cell phone)
Nikki Young 717-304-9352

Thank you for understanding during this crazy �me.

What's Been Happening and Giving Op�ons

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_NuDZUJYY4&list=PL0xPb-rxHActE7BRzDI--bk9gmt2ANZUe&index=3&t=0s
mailto:craeryan@yahoo.com
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This week the staff has been busy! Here are some highlights as to what has been
going on this week.

Vince's concert on Sunday was very successful. Thank you everyone for your
con�nued support.
Advent's Guiding Team met virtually using Zoom. Plans are progressing for
alternate ways to reach out to members during this �me. Look for more
informa�on via Facebook and email.
The Adult Forum met via Zoom on Sunday morning. Members can video chat
in the group or call in using their phone. The Adult Forum will con�nue to
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 10:15 AM. Login details will be provided in the
Friday weekly email.  
Faith Forma�on resources con�nue to be added to a file on Advent's Google
Drive. These can be accessed via the Friday weekly email. If you are unable
to print at home, please contact Carrie Ryan cryan@adventharleysville.org
and she can print you the resources.
The Senior High SCS Class will con�nue to have a Zoom session on Sunday
evenings at 8PM. Other SCS classes will be having Zoom sessions in the
future.
Our 4th group of confirmands and mentors presented via video for our
Wednesday Lent worship. The is one more group to present next week.
Nikki is preparing emails, the new bulle�n, this weekly newsle�er, fielding
phone calls to the church, and whatever else happens to come up!
Pastor Mark wrote Pastoral le�er for the beginning of the week, describing
con�nuing improvements in online worship.
Pastor Mark also stayed busy with mee�ngs. He used Zoom to “gather” with
Advent callers, Execu�ve team and Council – our leaders and volunteers and
staff are jumping in to keep people connected and help us be the church.
Vince and Pastor Mark started planning for a Holy Week and Easter very different
from the past. For Pastor Mark, that included several online mee�ngs with pastors
and seminary teachers (with over 120 in one “gathering”) to share ideas and
advice and to brainstorm together.

We are remaining ac�ve and that means we have expenses, and deep gra�tude for
your giving. Many of you already use Simply Giving. If you need a form it is
available by clicking here. This form ul�mately needs to get to Kim Ribelin, but you
may mail it to the church. We are working on other online giving. You may also
mail your offering to the church at 470 Landis Road, Harleysville, PA 19438. We ask
at this point if possible you mail checks and not cash. Thank you for suppor�ng the
church during this �me!

Resources and Important Links

We have created a google doc that is a "one stop shop"
with links to things we have done online that can be
viewed when you wish.

This doc also includes some local resources for food for
students etc. This is a good place to check regularly for

mailto:cryan@adventharleysville.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/67524377-ac4b-4390-89a1-41829c2d8edd.pdf
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new links and informa�on.

CLICK HERE FOR THE GOOGLE DOC

Wednesday Worship and Holden Evening Prayer

It is hard not being able to be together, but we are finding
ways to connect and try to bring some "normalcy" to these
trying �mes. In case you missed it some of our confirmands
and their mentors did a wonderful presenta�on Wednesday
Night (each from their own homes). Vince also recorded some
of our favorites from Holden Evening Prayer. Take at listen if
you need a calming moment.

Click Here for Wednesday 3-25-2020 Worship (Including
some music from Holden Evening Prayer)

Devo�ons and Family Faith Forma�on for All Ages

Carrie Ryan has put togeter some faith forma�on items for all
ages - ideas of things to do, addresses of homebound
members and so much more. Click the faith forma�on
number for access to the google file!

Taking Faith Home (TFH) --->
Please click on the devo�on lis�ng for the week of 3-22-2020.
This is a wonderful devo�on for ANYONE!

Pastor Mark did a Children's Sermon. It will help explain to
your kids how we are connected even if we can't be together.
Check it out now!

Faith
Formation 
Google File

TFH week of
3-29-2020

Children's
Sermon

from 3-22-
2020

And now for something..."normal"
While the monthly newsle�er is not going to be done right now there are some
things that we just want to you to know about. If anyone has items they would like
included here, just email Nikki. Please click each line to see more!

We s�ll need to celebrate...Click here for the April Birthdays and Bap�sm
Anniversaries.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KLh4mZYIhgpRdeXKvqGY41WXkbJOHQszTOH1HWLywTM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11XYDaAwgVRE3S9yO_YQltxURj7a4awzX/view
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1efpFaxdnaRMy8WMnqpvHV3x9LkUVe1tm
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/5f75293e-547e-4146-a14c-c6f80c66bdc2.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qo9l-4Y1GDTGjR-ikJ_YPSWqMJpsgK0K/view?fbclid=IwAR3Jc34NseEmrwAKM6rULqXq_NNrdzkJNx2b5Hq8Ut-8qw5I0dgWtfJdNMU
mailto:office@adventharleysville.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/c83419ea-5452-445d-b747-d24daf9f3fa1.pdf
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Our Property Team is stay busy and we thank them for that. Click here to see
what they worked on this week.

Click here for some updates from the Social Ministry Team.

Scou�ng Sunday was held in March - see a recap with pictures by clicking here.

Map Link

Advent Lutheran Church
215-256-9941

Office email

Click to visit our website

Connect with us on FaceBook: click on the " f "

Have a wonderful week!

https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/a9a03e1c-831d-4e2c-81af-7074a48eb0eb.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/a9fbc630-643e-4130-b106-329b36dda2e2.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/a9426d3c301/68b469f5-ab38-48c6-9d29-1e3a9138901c.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/470+Landis+Rd,+Harleysville,+PA+19438/@40.266153,-75.4025447,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c699321aef5c3b:0x69589c90ed67527a!8m2!3d40.266153!4d-75.400356
mailto:office@adventharleysville.org
http://www.adventharleysville.org/
https://www.facebook.com/adventlutheranharleysville


Zane DaLuz  April 1 

Jess Padlaszek  April 2 

Pam White  April 2 

Trevor Lamberth April 4 

Ethan Hammond  April 4 

Zya Rota-Talarico April 5 

June Barto April 7 

Eric Stover  April 8 

Nikki Young  April 8 

Ryan Farrell  April 9 

Sandi Fisher   April 10 

Geoff George  April 10 

Lucy Holloway  April 11 

Jackie LaCava  April 13 

Diana McClure  April 14 

Garrett Ryan  April 17 

Jen Forwood  April 20 

Ethan Sague  April 20 

Rosemary Forsythe April 21 

Julea Foley April 21 

Nolan Kernan  April 22 

Kevin McClure  April 22 

Matt Suplicki   April 23 

Laura Styer April 24 

Gerry Roth  April 25 

Adam Styer April 26 

Lauren McClure April 26 

Dennis Hanifan April 27 

Ed Fisher  April 29 

Nate Taylor  April 29 

Ingrid Dale-Ali  April 30 

Marcus Smith April ?? 

Kendall Moyer  April ?? 

Mathew Foley April 1 

Merlyn Singh-Hueter April 1 

Connor Magee April 2 

Jay Wicks  April 2 

Skylar Taylor  April 3 

Brittney Booth  April 5 

Sharon Strayer April 5 

Caroline Kelly  April 6 

Anna Mary Reese April 7 

Zoey Bergey  April 9 

Eva Garges  April 9 

Samuel Stratton April 10 

Olivia Clark April 16 

Jo Wilhelmson  April 20 

Diana McClure  April 27 

Carson Bergey  April 28 

Ben Solomon  April 29 

Michael Whitmer  April 29 

Victoria Ryan   April 30 

Jeannette Buckley April 30 

PLEASE NOTE: These dates are taken from our 

church database.  If you notice you or a family mem-

ber missing from the list it is because we do not have 

the date.  Please contact Nikki in the church office so 

that we can get it in for next time!  



Scout Sunday was observed at Advent Lutheran Church on Sunday, March 

1st.  Scout Sunday is a day in which scouts celebrate Scouting’s anniversary and 

has traditionally been celebrated with scouts assisting in worship service  

reaffirming their scout promise to God and being reverent.  Boy Scouts, Cub 

Scouts, and Girl Scouts assisted during the 8:30 and 11:00 service as greeters,  

acolyte, crucifer, ushers, communion assistants, and worship assistant.   

 Congratulations to Dylan Ribelin for receiving the God and Church Scout Award 

on Scout Sunday.  The God and Church program leads young people on a faith 

journey meeting Jesus, worshipping God, and witnessing and ministering for 

Christ.  This program provides the opportunity for youth to learn about the  

history, structure, and mission of their church.  The Boy Scouts of America  

support religious programs to encourage youth to learn about their faith. 







 The Red Cross Blood Drive held at Advent on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 
was a success! 27 units of blood were collected and our goal was 
exceeded. A huge "THANK YOU" to everyone who took time to come and 

donate! You have made a big difference in the life of someone who needed blood.  
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Lenten Appeal for World Hunger:  820 million people -- or 1 out of every 10 humans in 
our world today – are chronically hungry and unable to live active, productive lives. In the 
United States alone, more than 40 million people do not know where their next meal is 
coming from. Working through Lutheran congregations, ELCA World Hunger is able to 
reach those communities in need and develop strategies to reduce the impact of hunger 
and poverty. 
     This Lenten season, the Social Ministry team will be organizing a Lenten appeal, 
including a free will offering at our Ash Wednesday Soup Supper, with all proceeds 

going to ELCA World Hunger. Please consider sharing your blessings to help those around the world 
who are experiencing hunger. Your gifts provide resources for ELCA World Hunger to connect people 
with the resources they need to produce food and gain access to clean water, education, health care, 
and sources of income. Thank you for supporting our mission to help others!  
 

******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

The Hunger Tree:  Grow the church, fight hunger, and save lives – all at the same 
time!  As part of the ELCA 40 Days of Giving program, the Social Ministry team 
organized a gift giving opportunity to benefit World Hunger during the season of 
Lent.  
    Although Advent members cannot actually “select a card” from the Hunger Tree 
at this time, please prayerfully consider donating online to the ELCA Good Gifts 

program via this link: https://goodgifts.elca.org/ especially during this period of uncertainty. 
       Purchasing Good Gifts, such as farm animals or meals at a soup kitchen, allows the ELCA 
to connect those in need with the resources required to produce food and reduce the impact of 
hunger and poverty. Give thanks and share your blessings with those experiencing hunger 
around the world!     ~ Social Ministry Team 
 

******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

SHEPHERD'S SHELF is a local emergency food cupboard located at Christ 
Lutheran Church, 2211 Mainland Road, in Harleysville. They need additional 
volunteers to ensure the program continues. 
Every Monday and Wednesday evening from 6:15 - 8:00 pm, volunteers 
(age 12+) help to distribute food items to those in need. Positions available are 
general helpers, carrying bags to client's cars, registration desk, and computer 

operators. If you are able to help, please use this link to access the Sign-Up Genius volunteer list:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds    
Please contact Sunny Hassett on Advent's Social Ministry team with any questions. 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Keystone Opportunity Center Update: The Food Pantry will remain open but 
pickups will be held in the parking lot to maintain physical distancing. 
Donations: To be safer for all, Keystone is temporarily unable to accept food 
donations. Please consider making a financial donation to Keystone at this link 
they can purchase the items clients need most during this emergency:   

https://keystoneopportunity.org/ 

https://goodgifts.elca.org/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds
https://keystoneopportunity.org/


******************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Due to the coronavirus shutdown, the Keystone Opportunity Center Annual 
Banquet & Auction “Honoring Community Champions” (previously scheduled for 
Friday, May 8, 2020 at the Indian Valley Country Club) has been rescheduled for 
Friday, October 9, 2020. All Advent members are welcome to attend the 
fundraiser to support the many ways Keystone is making a difference in our 
community. Please save the date and join us for a night of fellowship to support 

our neighbors struggling with housing and food challenges!      ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 
 
******************************************************************************************************************** 

 **Please Note:  Advent is planning ahead for the Welcome Church visit, but this 
event may be postponed until later in the year due to the coronavirus shutdown** 
Trip to the Welcome Church: You are invited to join members from Advent and 

the Indian Valley Cluster churches on Sunday, April 26, 2020 to help host the 
Welcome Church in Philadelphia. The Welcome Church is an ELCA congregation proclaiming 
the hope and love of a gracious God to all people, especially those who are experiencing 
homelessness. A monthly outdoor worship service is held in Logan Square (near the Philadelphia 
Library) at 3:00 p.m.  
 Families are welcome, Youth groups are welcome! **This is Mentor Sunday and a 
wonderful opportunity for mentors and confirmands to volunteer!  
 We will meet at Advent Lutheran on Sunday, April 26 at 12:00 noon. Please bring a 
bagged lunch to eat at Advent. After lunch, we package donations, and talk about our experience 
with the Welcome Church. We plan to leave Advent’s church parking lot about 1:15 pm to drive to 
Philadelphia. If you are unable to drive, we can carpool!  We are requesting donations of socks, 
cookies, and other items. Stay tuned for more details!        ~ Advent Social Ministry Team 
 

******************************************************************************************************************** 
 



A special thank you to our property team members, 

Tom McDonough, Stan Wilhelmson, Harry Johnson 

and Dan Slemmer for changing our parking lot lights 

over to LED lights! We sure appreciate all of your hard 

work!   
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