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Celebrating 30 Years of Advent Lutheran Church  

 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
Introductions by Dean Shollenberger  
 
Reflections by Dean Shollenberger   
 
Reflections by Advent’s Pastors  
 Rev. Richard Mauthe 
 Rev. Jo Wilhelmson 
 Rev. Steve Godsall-Meyers 
 Rev.  Mark Singh-Hueter  
 
 
Advent’s Impact on Its Youth 
 
Closing Hymn: I Am The Church     
 
Closing Prayer 
 
* Please join us following the ceremony for Advent’s annual picnic!  If you  
purchased  hoagies, they can be picked up after the program in the fellowship 
hall.  
 
* Take a look at Advent throughout the last 30 years!  There are many photo  
albums available to look at; maybe you can find yourself in a few pictures!  
 
* Please take a succulent home (one per family) with you as a remembrance of 
Advent’s anniversary! 
 
Thank you to Vince Ryan and Melissa Freilich for providing special music during 
the picnic.  Melissa has been performing at Advent since 1998 where she has 
played during worship services and her own concerts.  Most recently, Melissa per-
formed in a concert at Advent with her son, Alexander. 



Over the past 30 years at Advent there have been… 

 

79 Weddings  
 - First wedding at Advent- 11/2/1991- William Peterson and Sondra 
Miner 
 
218 Baptisms 
 - First baptism at Advent- 10/27/1991- William A. Marsale 
 
171 Confirmations  
 
136 Funerals 
 

 

Building Committee for Advent Lutheran Church 
 

Dick Astheimer- chairman 
 
Dave Brown 
 
Rose Hatfield 
 
Arlene Landis 
 
Herman Rohl 
 
Peg Rohl 



Memories From the Past 30 Years 

 

Trish Barth Reflects on Fall Fest 

We had a fall fest for 4 years...2011-2014. Proceeds were split 50/50 between the youth 

group ministry and a local non-profit. Some recipients were Laurel House, Martin Luther 

School and Keystone Opportunity.  

 

It was a joint effort from all church members. We had a food tent, chili cook off contest, pony 

rides,  the Philly Phanatic, Crafters (about 50), an Auction room worth wonderful prizes, 

Grannies Attic, ReMax hot air balloon rides, Moon bounce, face painting, baked goods for 

sale, music, and more. 

 

Afterwards we had a thank you luncheon after for all members who helped out....usually at 

the Salford Pub (now the Butcher and Barkeep B&B) We averaged about $6000 each event. 

The public loved it. Many people said they could tell from our church members, who were 

volunteering, that this was a warm and friendly church. It was a wonderful event.  



Vince Ryan: 
 
How can a person pick just one favorite memory of Advent?  Here are six, coinciding with the 
seasons of the church year!  
 
Advent – the blue paraments, wreath, and hymns.  One year in the mid 2000’s we had a  
special choir anthem that included violin, handbells, finger cymbals, drums, etc.  It was  
awesome. 
  
Christmas Eve – the best night of the year, huge orchestras and amazing singing.  Pastor Jo 
and I, after having completed 3 major worship services, were pretty exhausted at about 
11:30pm and noticed the floor looked awful with crumbs etc.  So she actually vacuumed it 
before we went home.  THAT’s dedication! 
 
Epiphany – Moravian love feast. 
 
Lent – Holden evening prayer and delicious soup. 
 
Easter – Sunrise worship and Easter bonnets/hats. 
 
Pentecost – American Music Concerts, VBS with all the children!  WOW!! (Our own children 
used to march around the house, too, singing the songs.), music camp, Thanksgiving worship 
with Old Goschenhoppen.  
 
You might remember back to 1997 when Carrie and I arrived… this was supposed to be a 
“part-time stepping-stone” job.  Funny how that works!  What an amazing journey. 
An early memory:  Frank Miller used to open the church early.  He would hold the door open 
for everyone (the first Advent greeter?), and always warmed up the piano for me. 
  
A more recent memory:  At the end of VBS in 2015, Sarah Stratton sang me a thank you song 
that she wrote herself.  I arranged it for piano and cello and included it on a concert the  
following November.  We used the opportunity to raise some money for Sarah's choice of 
charity: the children in Grandview hospital.  It was a beautiful time to consider how a simple 
song from the heart blossomed into something very real for many people.  And it was the 
most poignant moment of my career. 



Joe and Joan Kelly 
 

One of our favorite memories was when Advent 
hosted the Wittenberg Gospel Choir. We hosted 
Peter and Gesine at our house and enjoyed  
learning about their lives in Germany. The concert 
was performed at Advent and was awesome. My 
favorite was when they sang Order My Steps. Had 
the church "rockin". Then we had a wonderful 
time of fellowship with the choir at a reception in 
the social hall, and visiting with the whole group. I 
must say we were sad when they left. I remember Pastor Steve driving them in the yellow 
school bus. Some nice memories!! 
 

 

Leda Tompkins 
 

I found this picture of my daughter, Elise, on the day of her baptism (February 14th, 1999). 
Pictured from left to right are my brother, Rod, his wife, Nancy; my husband, Travis; Pastor Jo 
holding Elise, me and my older daughter, Kayla in the front. This was such a fond memory and 
a special day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Nevin 
 

• As Council President, the October 2006 groundbreaking for our expansion and 2007 build-
ing dedication were events I will always remember.  Many people were involved in making 
this happen and of course the expansion itself could not have happened without the fi-
nancial support of the entire congregation.  A special shout out to George Morneau and 
Dean Shollenberger who served a co-chairs for the Expansion Team. 

• Pastor Jo's retirement reception in November 2008.  The event was held at Advent (where 
she wanted it to be), and was a great tribute and send off for both Pastor Jo and 
Stan.  Leroy Oelschlager, Laurie Clements, Dave Brown, and Jessica Meikrantz shared their 
thoughts on Jo's time as pastor and we sang some of her favorite hymns.  



Kathy Farrell 
 

One of the highlights I hold is of the  
Christmas Pageants. I’m lucky that both of 
my children were able to play the part of 
Baby Jesus during the children’s Christmas 
Eve service.  I’ve since retired from playing 
the part of Mary. Many mothers in this 
church surely share this special memory. It 
is one I’ll always keep close to my heart! 
 
          
Kathy Tucholski                               
The best memories I have come with some memorable 
women: 
• Strawberry festival and Sara Wicks 

• Advent night and Pat Young 

• Children’s Halloween party and Arlene Landis 
• Confirmation breakfast and Judy Greene 

• Mother’s Day Tea and Deane Werley 
• Easter egg hunt and Jess Padleszak and Amy Garges 

  
When I first joined, I have to admit I was a little  
intimidated by Evelyn West, until I got to know her. 
  
I truly believe that there is nothing Rachelle Shollenberger can’t do, including stand-up 
comedy. 
  
I must have a dozen amazing recipes given to me over the years by Doris Oelschlager. 
  
These days I am in awe of the tireless energy and imagination shown by Carrie Ryan.  We 
are so blessed! 



Dean Shollenberger: 
 

I have so many memories over the 30 years. It has been a real faith journey with God working 
through ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary things. I will give the background of how 
“The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Old Goschenhoppen'' located in Woxall became “Advent 
Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen” located in Harleysville..   
  

My wife,Rachelle, and  I joined the congregation in 1983. In 1984, I was elected to my first 
term on Church Council. (“It only meets once a month”).  The Southeast  ELCA Synod had tar-
geted the growing Harleysville area as a place to start a new congregation or move an existing 
congregation. The Synod was giving The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen the 
opportunity to move to Harleysville, if a piece of land was located and the congregation dis-
solved the Union Church. The Church was jointly owned by a Lutheran Congregation and a 
United Church of Christ Congregation.   
  

On my way to work one morning in May of 1987, I saw a Public 
Auction sign on the former Godshall poultry farm which had 
frontage on Route #113 , Landis Road &  Old Morris Road. The 
property was being sold at Public Auction on June 4, 1987. The 
property would be sold in three(3) parcels: 35acres of bare land 
with frontage on all three roads, a 13 acre tract with the house 
and poultry building and a 35 acre bare land tract with road 
frontage on only Old Morris Road. Parcel #1 looked like an ideal 
site for a new church location. It was located on a major highway 
just outside of Harleysville. The land was fairly level and would 
provide great visibility to passersby.  When I got to work I called 
Pastor Mauthe and told him about the land being for sale and 
asked him to contact the Southeast Pa Synod. The Synod contacted the National Church, the 
ELCA. The ELCA was excited about the possibility of having a Lutheran church in Harleysville.   
  
On the evening of June 4, 1987, Fred Wohlin of the real estate division of the ELCA attended 
the Public Auction. Fred  flew in that day from Atlanta ,Georgia. That was an experience that I 
will never forget. I accompanied Fred Wohlin to the sale. It was a rainy evening. Due to the 
weather , the sale was held in the garage next to the Farmhouse. The bidding got under way 
and Fred turned to me and said “How much should I bid for this land?” My response was “I 
don’t know, it is your money!”. It turned out that Fred was the highest bidder for Parcel #1 at 
$13,000 per acre. The ELCA became the owner of the property with the understanding that 
land would be resold to our congregation.     
  
After the sale was over I took Fred back to our house for some refreshments, to discuss the 
events of that night and  to meet my wife and daughter. They did not attend the sale as Amy 
was born March 10, 1987.          Continued next page... 



Dean Shollenberger continued... 
 

I would try to visualize a church building on that site every day on my way to work for the next 
three (3) years.  
  
January 1, 1990, I became Council President. We did not own the land, we did not have a con-
struction contract and we did not have financing in place. January 17, 1990, my son Austin was 
born. I do not have many memories of Austin’s first year. However; I do have memories of 
many meetings to finalize everything needed in order to start construction. In November 
1990, we started construction and moved into the new building in July of 1991. Before moving 
into the new building, the congregation voted to change the official name of the congregation 
to “Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen”.  (Something new and something old)  
  

A few more Memories at Advent in no particular order: 
  
 My daughter & son being confirmed  
 One granddaughter being confirmed and another granddaughter in confirmation. My son 

married here.   
 My daughter, Amy Garges & Jess Brown Padlaszek organizing the annual community Easter 

Egg Hunt for many years. This year was the largest turn out ever even with the social  
distancing in place.   

 The outside Live Nativity drive through program in December. We had a line of cars from 
the start time until past the original ending time.   

 The congregation partnered with Tabor Church in Woxall to provide transportation , meals 
and sleeping quarters for people in transition.   

 The relationship formed with Salford Mennonite Church. I really enjoyed the joint  
Thanksgiving Eve Services.   

 The expansion of the church building in 2007. “Built it and they will come”   
 The formation of the Endowment Fund as a result of members in the congregation having 

included church in their wills. 



Rachelle Shollenberger 
 
We joined Old Goschenhoppen in 1983. When we voted to dissolve the Union, the Lutheran 
congregation received land from the Union church which was sold to use the money towards 
the new church. My husband Dean was president of the church council when we set out to 
build the church. Our son, Austin was born on January 17, 1990 and I always said Dean gave 
up the first year of his life to build the church. He had church council meetings, building  
committee meetings, zoning meetings with Upper Salford about the land parcel, zoning 
meetings with Lower Salford about the new church. It seemed like he had a meeting every 
night. Then we were checking on construction, taking pictures, checking out the church all the 
time. But finally it was finished. Advent has 
been a part of our lives ever since. We have 
attended countless potluck dinners, made 
many friends, sent our children to Sunday 
School, VBS, youth groups, youth gatherings,  
confirmation, Austin played the drums on 
Sundays with Vince for many years, Amy  
became a worship assistant while still in high 
school and now attends with her family.  
Austin and Laura were even married at  
Advent Lutheran Church. I was on the Altar 
Guild at Old Goschenhoppen and continue to 
serve on the Altar Guild today. Dean and I always make sure the proper banners and  
paraments are on the altar every week.  
 

Jen Brown 

Some of my favorite memories are: 

 Easter egg hunts  

 Christmas Eve services 

 Singing in the choir 

 Being on Social Ministry 

 Going to the Oyster Picnics at Old  
Goshenhoppen every summer  

Joan Brown 
I grew up at Old Goshenhoppen and was in the choir and youth group.  I helped with Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School and was on the Altar Guild at Old Goshenhoppen and Advent.  I 
still enjoy going to the Oyster Picnic at Old Goshenhoppen every year.  



Linda Booth 
 
 Seeing my children explore the world on mission trips.  Giving back to communities,  

helping those less fortunate, experiencing new cultures, making new friends from other 
churches as well as around the world (Australia).  Seeing them adventure out and learn 
and grow personally as well as spiritually.   

 Watching my children bond with other Advent members.  Knowing my children have lots 
of friends and mentors guiding them on their faith journey. 

 The open arms when we joined as well as when we brought family.  The fuss over Dad. 
 Knowing we are not alone when we are going through tough times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Norma Lugar 
 
Somewhere around the year 2000 Betty Johnson joined Advent and wanted to start a quilt 
group. A few of us quilted and others joined to do crafts and other things of their liking. Our 
original group was: Betty Johnson, Betty Keck, Norma Lugar, June Walker, Arlene Landis, Edna 
Beltz, Flossie Croul. (Flossie gave us our name, “Busy Hands”) 
 

We got together every Wednesday morning for many years and had a good time while we 
worked. All of us remember at 9am on 9/11 when we met just sitting in disbelief at the planes 
hitting the tower in NYC.  
 

Our group made many quilts of all sizes. We also made 
curtains for all the windows, the paraments for all 
church seasons and made numerous crafts that we 
sold in the narthex each Sunday and at other church 
events. With the money we earned we bought all the 
furniture for the parlor, the for large chairs for the pas-
tor’s office and  other incidentals.  


