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Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 18, 2026

8:30am, 11:00amAdvent Lutheran Church
www.adventharleysville.org

http://www.adventharleysville.org
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WELCOME FRIENDS AND GUESTS If you are a guest, please sign our visitor registerin the Narthex and enjoy a Welcome Bag. We warmly invite you to join usagain!
LITURGY. Hymns are in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book, located in the pewrack or under the chairs.
* indicates, please stand, as you are able.

WE LOVE CHILDREN IN WORSHIP!
 Worship activities are located in the narthex cubbies.
 A staffed nursery is available for infants through age 6. Thenursery is the last door on the right. Children’s Church(kindergarten-5th) grade begins after the children's sermon.Children will return to worship during the passing of the peace.

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH WELCOME STATEMENT
Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community of God,
believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL
are valued equally within our congregation. We are empowered by God
through faith to nurture and celebrate the vast diversity among
individuals – single, married, partnered, divorced – embrace their
uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expressions, physical or mental abilities,
socioeconomic backgrounds and age. We care for the environment
and strive for racial equity and social and economic justice. We at Advent
affirm and welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s
ministry.

** Members, please remember to check your mailboxes today **
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Prelude On Wings of Song; F. Mendelssohn
Prepare your heart for worship in a quiet time and space during the prelude.

*Confession and ForgivenessAll may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding ministerbegins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing uponthe earth.C: Amen.
P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.Compassionate God,we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.Creation groans from overuse.Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.Turn our hearts back to you.Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.Amen.
P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is nocondemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely thishealing gift of grace.C: Amen.
*Gathering Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory #705

GATHERING

Advent Lutheran Church470 Landis RoadHarleysville, PA 19438215-256-9941www.adventharleysville.org

http://www.adventharleysville.org
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*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spiritbe with you all. C: And also with you.
*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the DayA: The Lord be with youC: And also with you.A: Let us pray…Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image;created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.Amen.

Psalm: Psalm 1
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!

2 Their delight is in the law | of the Lord,and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leavesthat | do not wither;everything they | do shall prosper.
4 It is not so | with the wicked;they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous,but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R

First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 butthough we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know,we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of greatopposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives ortrickery, 4 but, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message ofthe gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals but to please God, who tests ourhearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery orwith a pretext for greed, 6 nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or fromothers, 7 though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentleamong you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we care for you



6

that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our ownselves, because you have become very dear to us.
L: This is the Word of the Lord.C: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent theirdisciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere,and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for youdo not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxesto Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to thetest, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him adenarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered,“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s andto God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they lefthim and went away.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon Pastor MarkChildren ages kindergarten-5th grade are dismissed for Children's Church
Sermon Pastor Mark
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Hymn of the Day O God of Every Nation (tune: Aurelia) #713
(11:00 only – Choir vs. 2)

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,born of the virgin Mary,suffered under Pontius Pilate,was crucified, died, and was buried;He descended to the dead.On the third day he rose again;He ascended into heaven,He is seated at the right hand of the Father,and he will come to judge the living and the dead.I believe in the Holy Spiritthe holy catholic church, the communion of saints,the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers
*The PeaceP: The peace of the Lord be with you always.C: And also with you.
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Offertory When Our Song Says Peace #709
*Offertory PrayerA: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,today and always.C: Amen
Communion LiturgyP: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. I invite youto have your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive thissacrament. What we share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within thiscommunity gathered by a God who transcends time and space. It is “for you” – Christpromises to be there for you. Trust that. And this sacrament is also for all people; wecelebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship.
*DialogP: The Lord be with you.C: And also with you.P: Lift up your hearts.C: We lift them to the Lord.P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
*Preface It is indeed right… ….join their unending hymn:
*Holy, Holy, Holy

MEAL
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*Thanksgiving at the Table
*Lord’s Prayer
P: As followers and disciples of Jesus, we pray the prayer Jesus taught his disciples:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,as we forgive those who trespass against us;and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,Forever and ever. Amen.
P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! Come, notbecause you are perfect, but because you are forgiven.
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*Lamb of God

Communion
Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward as the ushers direct you. You may receivebread and dip it into the wine or grape juice; or you may pick up one of the sealed wafer/grape juicepackets or a sealed gluten free wafer and hear the words of promise before returning to your seat toopen it.Those worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, sayingto each other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.”For all of us, Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice.Children who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a blessing,or someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, saying “Remember,God loves you” or “You are a beloved child of God.”
Communion Hymn Earth and All Stars #731
Post Communion Blessing
P: Now may the body and blood of our savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you inGod’s grace.C: Amen.
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Post Communion PrayerA: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

Announcements
*Benediction
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of theSpirit.
Amen.
The God of grace☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn: O God Beyond All Praising #880
*DismissalA: Go out in joy! Be led forth in peace.
C: Saved by God's Grace, Renewed through Word and Sacrament, We are Sent as Disciplesto Share the Gospel of Jesus. Thanks be to God.
Postlude What God Ordains is Good Indeed; J.G. Walther

SENDING
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2026 Council Members
Name and Position/Team Email PhoneAmy Coll, PresidentZach Boyer, Vice President, Christian Ed liaisonDiana McClure, Treasurer, Finance TeamRich Lantz, Secretary, Welcome Team chair & liaisonLora Drenth, Worship & Music Team liaisonJudi Greene, Fellowship liaisonBruce Rhoades, Property Team liaisonHelen Nace, Social Ministry Team chair and liaisonTeresa Feeser, Stewardship liaison

Ministers - All the People of AdventPastor - Pastor Mark Singh-HueterMinister of Music – Vincent M. RyanCoordinator of Spiritual Development – Carrie RyanOffice Administrator –Interim Bookkeeper – Diana McClureStreaming Producer – Maeve Dahlgren Sexton – Susan UnderkofflerLay Eucharist Ministers – Joan Kelley, Carrie Ryan,Erica Heck, Betty Keck, Jo Gilbert, Bill Kesack

Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Reprinted by permission underAugsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20836. Reprinted by permission.


