Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 27, 2026

8:30am, 11:00am
Advent Lutheran Church

www.adventharleysville.org




Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community of God,
believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL
are valued equally within our congregation. We are empowered by God
through faith to nurture and celebrate the vast diversity among

individuals - single, married, partnered, divorced — embrace their
uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expressions, physical or mental abilities,

socioeconomic backgrounds and age. We care for the environment

and strive for racial equity and social and economic justice. We at Advent
affirm and welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s
ministry.

WELCOME FRIENDS AND GUESTS If you are a guest, please sign our visitor register
in the Narthex and enjoy a Welcome Bag. We warmly invite you to join us
again!

LITURGY. Hymns are in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book, located in the pew
rack or under the chairs.

* indicates, please stand, as you are able.

WE LOVE CHILDREN IN WORSHIP!

. Worship activities are located in the narthex cubbies.

. Astaffed nursery is available for infants through age 6. The 7 |
nursery is the last door on the right. Children’s Church ,ié@?a
(kindergarten-5th) grade begins after the children's sermon. B
Children will return to worship during the passing of the peace.

** Members, please remember to check your mailboxes today **
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Prelude (8:30) There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy; Faber/Hampton/Early American
(11:00) Praise Ye the Lord; Cleveland

Prepare your hearts for worship in a quiet time and space during the prelude.

GATHERING

*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon
the earth.
C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.




*Gathering Hymn Gather Us In #532

*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. C: And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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*Prayer of the Day

A: The Lord be with you

C: And also with you.

A: Let us pray...
Gracious God, you gather us in as the mystical Body of Christ, and connect us to each
other and to you as grape branches are connected to the vine. Nourish us in Christian
faith, and then nurture us to be wise stewards of your community, in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
Psalm 150 Parapharase: Praise Ye The Lord #872

First Lesson: 1 Corinthians 12:4-13

“ Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, > and there are varieties of services but
the same Lord, ®and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all
of them in everyone. ? To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common
good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the
utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ®to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 1°to another the working of powerful deeds, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 1 All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20'" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*Gospel: John 15:1-12

[Jesus said,] “l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes® to make it bear more
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed™ by the word that | have spoken to you. 4 Abide in
me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. ®>1 am the vine; you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing.  Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified
by this, that you bear much fruit and become™ my disciples. ° As the Father has loved me,
so | have loved you; abide in my love. °If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. | have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon Pastor Mark
Children ages kindergarten-5th grade are dismissed for Children's Church

Sermon Pastor Mark



*Hymn of the Day As Rain From the Clouds #508

*Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers

*The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

Offertory (8:30) Praise My Soul; arr. Kirby
(11:00) Sarabande from English Suite No. 5; J.S. Bach

*Offertory Prayer

A: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

C: Amen




*Communion Liturgy

P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. | invite you
to have your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive this
sacrament. What we share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this
community gathered by a God who transcends time and space. It is “for you” — Christ
promises to be there for you. Trust that. And this sacrament is also for all people; we
celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship.

*Dialog

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*Preface It is indeed right... ....join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy

N
)7 ]
& ==t , =
Q) T 1
Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
% ‘ - - ] ‘
(y , = =
'Y =
Heav- en and earth are full of yourglo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
Q | | |
7 AW - IF — » ]
Q) T
Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless-ed is he  who
#) |
)7 A
i 7 i ! i O
) —

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



*Thanksgiving at the Table

*Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! Come, not
because you are perfect, but because you are forgiven.

*Lamb of God
IQ 5 | ' ' — b — I
v 7 .
o ’ -
Lambof God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
2 e ——— ; —
. i’ e e = ey
mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
N
A . — ) .,
— b : th 4 o )
'Y 4
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the
N
| I | | | I
7 — | | 2 | |
HH—e . . o . &
U \\______//

sin of the world; grant us peace.



Communion

Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward as the ushers direct you. You may receive bread and
dip it into the wine or grape juice; or you may pick up one of the sealed wafer/grape juice packets or a sealed
gluten free wafer and hear the words of promise before returning to your seat to open it.

Those worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, saying to each
other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” For all of us,
Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice.

Children who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a blessing, or
someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, saying “Remember, God loves
you” or “You are a beloved child of God.”

Communion Hymn Lord Whose Love in Humble Service #712

Post Communion Blessing

P: Now may the body and blood of our savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen.
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SENDING

Announcements

*Benediction
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace *} bless you now and forever.

Amen.

*Sending Hymn: The Lord Now Sends Us Forth #538

*Dismissal
A: Gooutin joy! Be led forth in peace.

C: Saved by God's Grace, Renewed through Word and Sacrament, We are Sent as Disciples
to Share the Gospel of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Beach Spring; arr. D. Hustad
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2026 Council Members

Name and Position/Team Email Phone

Amy Coll, President

Zach Boyer, Vice President, Christian Ed liaison

Diana McClure, Treasurer, Finance Team

Rich Lantz, Secretary, Welcome Team chair & liaison

Lora Drenth, Worship & Music Team liaison

Judi Greene, Fellowship liaison

Bruce Rhoades, Property Team liaison

Helen Nace, Social Ministry Team chair and liaison

Teresa Feeser, Stewardship liaison

Ministers - All the People of Advent

Pastor - Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter
Minister of Music — Vincent M. Ryan

Coordinator of Spiritual Development — Carrie Ryan
Office Administrator —
Streaming Producer — Maeve Dahlgren Sexton — Susan Underkoffler
Lay Eucharist Ministers — Joan Kelley, Carrie Ryan,
Erica Heck, Betty Keck, Jo Gilbert, Bill Kesack

Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20836. Reprinted by permission.
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