Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 20, 2026

8:30am, 11:00am
Advent Lutheran Church

www.adventharleysville.org




Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community of God,
believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL
are valued equally within our congregation. We are empowered by God
through faith to nurture and celebrate the vast diversity among

individuals - single, married, partnered, divorced — embrace their
uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expressions, physical or mental abilities,

socioeconomic backgrounds and age. We care for the environment

and strive for racial equity and social and economic justice. We at Advent
affirm and welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s
ministry.

WELCOME FRIENDS AND GUESTS If you are a guest, please sign our visitor register
in the Narthex and enjoy a Welcome Bag. We warmly invite you to join us
again!

LITURGY. Hymns are in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book, located in the pew
rack or under the chairs.

* indicates, please stand, as you are able.

oo
MASKS - Masks are optional. Love your neighbor. =~

WE LOVE CHILDREN IN WORSHIP!

. Worship activities are located in the narthex cubbies.

. A staffed nursery is available for infants through age 6. The P ek |
nursery is the last door on the right. Children’s Church f\{’&g;‘f‘;a
(kindergarten-5th) grade begins after the children's sermon. >t
Children will return to worship during the passing of the peace.

** Members, please remember to check your mailboxes today **
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Prelude The Servant Song; R. Gillard

Prepare your hearts for worship in a quiet time and space during the prelude.

GATHERING

*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon
the earth.
C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through = Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.

*Gathering Hymn As Saints of Old #695




*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. C: And also with you.

*Hymn of Praise
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*Prayer of the Day

A: The Lord be with you

C: And also with you.

A: Let us pray...

C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

Psalm 145:1-8
1] will exalt you my ! God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.
2Every day ! will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.
3 Great is the Lord and greatly ! to be praised!
There is no end ! to your greatness.
* One generation shall praise your works ! to another
and shall de- | clare your power.
>| will speak of the glorious splendor ! of your majesty
and all your ! marvelous works.
®They shall tell of the might of your ! wondrous acts,
and | will re- | count your greatness.
’They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness.
8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

First Lesson: Jonah 3:10-4:11

¥ When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he
did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord
and said, “O Lord! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is why |
fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow
to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O Lord,
please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” * And the Lord said,
“Is it right for you to be angry?” > Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the
city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what
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would become of the city.

®The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his
head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ’ But when
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”

9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 1°Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. ! And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left and also many animals?”
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 1®So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, !’ ‘Say to
Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ¥ Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” ¥° But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am |
in the place of God? ?° Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. ! So have no fear; |
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

*Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, *and he said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ ’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going
to the first.” ° When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.
¥ Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received a denarius. ! And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner,
125aying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? * Take what
belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. > Am | not
allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon Pastor Mark
Children ages kindergarten-5th grade are dismissed for Children's Church

Sermon Pastor Mark

*Hymn of the Day There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy #588
(11:00 — vs. 3 choir alone)



*Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The Prayers

*The Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

MEAL

Offertory Will You Let Me Be Your Servant #659

*Offertory Prayer

A: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.

C: Amen




*Communion Liturgy

P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. | invite you
to have your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive this
sacrament. What we share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this
community gathered by a God who transcends time and space. It is “for you” — Christ
promises to be there for you. Trust that. And this sacrament is also for all people; we
celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship.

*Dialog

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

*Preface It is indeed right... ....join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

*Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! Come, not
because you are perfect, but because you are forgiven.

*Lamb of God
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Communion

Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward as the ushers direct you. You may receive bread and
dip it into the wine or grape juice; or you may pick up one of the sealed wafer/grape juice packets or a sealed
gluten free wafer and hear the words of promise before returning to your seat to open it.

Those worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, saying to each
other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” For all of us,
Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice.

Children who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a blessing, or
someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, saying “Remember, God loves
you” or “You are a beloved child of God.”

Communion Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness #765

Post Communion Blessing

P: Now may the body and blood of our savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C: Amen.

SENDING

Announcements

*Benediction
P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit.

Amen.
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The God of grace *F bless you now and forever.

Amen.

*Sending Hymn: Rise Up O Saints of God #669

*Dismissal
A: Gooutinjoy! Be led forth in peace.

C: Saved by God's Grace, Renewed through Word and Sacrament, We are Sent as Disciples
to Share the Gospel of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praise God the Lord; J.G. Walther

2026 Council Members

Name and Position/Team Email Phone
Amy Coll, President

Zach Boyer, Vice President, Christian Ed liaison
Diana McClure, Treasurer, Finance Team

Rich Lantz, Secretary, Welcome Team chair & liaison
Lora Drenth, Worship & Music Team liaison

Judi Greene, Fellowship liaison

Bruce Rhoades, Property Team liaison

Helen Nace, Social Ministry Team chair and liaison
Teresa Feeser, Stewardship liaison

Ministers - All the People of Advent

Pastor - Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter

Minister of Music — Vincent M. Ryan
Coordinator of Spiritual Development — Carrie Ryan

Office Administrator —
Streaming Producer — Maeve Dahlgren Sexton — Susan Underkoffler
Lay Eucharist Ministers — Joan Kelley, Carrie Ryan,
Erica Heck, Betty Keck, Jo Gilbert, Bill Kesack

Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20836. Reprinted by permission.
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