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The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, September 21, 2025 

Advent Lutheran Church 

 
www.adventharleysville.org 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/
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WELCOME FRIENDS AND GUESTS If you are a guest, we ask that you please sign 
our visitor register located on the table in the Narthex, and help yourself to one 
of the Welcome Bags. Please come back and worship with us. 

LITURGY. Hymns can be found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book - our red 
hymnal in the pew rack, or placed under the chairs.   

  * indicates, please stand, as you are able.  
 
MASKS - Masks are optional. Love your neighbor.  
 

WE LOVE CHILDREN IN WORSHIP! 

• Worship activities are located in the narthex cubbies. 
• A staffed nursery is available for infants through age 6. The 

nursery is the last door on the right. 
• Children's Church (kindergarten-5th) grade begins after the 

children's sermon. Children will return to worship during the passing of the 
peace. 

FOR EVERYONE: Join us for fellowship following worship! All are welcome. 
 

** Members, please remember to check your mailboxes today ** 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH  WELCOME STATEMENT 

     Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community of 
God, believes ALL people are made in God’s image and boundless love 
and ALL are valued equally within our congregation. We are 
empowered by God through faith to nurture and celebrate the vast 
diversity among individuals – single, married, partnered, divorced – 
embrace their uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gender expressions, physical or mental 
abilities, socioeconomic backgrounds and age.  We at Advent, affirm 
and welcome you to share life with us and participate in God’s ministry 
statement. 

https://jackbrummet.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-origin-and-back-story-of-smiley-face.html
https://jackbrummet.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-origin-and-back-story-of-smiley-face.html
https://jackbrummet.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-origin-and-back-story-of-smiley-face.html
https://jackbrummet.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-origin-and-back-story-of-smiley-face.html
https://jackbrummet.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-origin-and-back-story-of-smiley-face.html
https://jackbrummet.blogspot.com/2012/08/the-origin-and-back-story-of-smiley-face.html
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Prelude  
Prepare your hearts for worship in a quiet time and space during the prelude. 

Litany for Reconciliation  
Leader: O God, you open doors and dismantle barriers …Open our hearts to praise you,  

Piano side:  that we might live the full truth of who we are, 
Pipes side:  that we might live as neighbors and friends, no longer strangers and 
enemies. 

Leader: Open our hearts to the transforming power of your love, 
Piano side:  that we might forgive and reconcile, making peace and learning war no 
more, 
Pipes side:  that we might be your people, one body in one Spirit to share your grace in 
the world. 

Leader: Open our hearts to your gracious love, 
Piano side:  that we might receive your forgiveness, 
Pipes side:  that we might receive your mercy. 

Leader: O God, you have redeemed us through our brother, friend and Savior. May we walk 
together in your peace. Amen 
 
*Gathering Hymn   We Are People of God’s Peace     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING 

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Road 

Harleysville, PA 19438        
215-256-9941 

www.adventharleysville.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/
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*Greeting   
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 
*Gloria C - All  I – High Voices  II – Low Voices 
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*Prayer of the Day 
A: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us pray… 
C: Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ’s 
mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Children’s Sermon – Meet Joel Nofziger 
Children ages kindergarten-5th grade are dismissed for Children's Church 
 
Psalm 133 
1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. 
 
First Lesson:  1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and 

someone else is building on it. Let each builder choose with care how to build on it. 11 For 
no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is 
Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw— 13 the work of each builder will become visible, for the day[a] will 
disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each 
has done. 14 If the work that someone has built on the foundation survives, the builder will 
receive a wage. 15 If the work is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be 
saved, but only as through fire. 

 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Sermon           Joel Nofziger 
  Based on readings from Sermon on the Mount 
 

*Hymn of the Day   O God and Father of Us All      

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%203%3A10-15&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28408a


8 
 

 
*Apostles’ Creed   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day He rose again;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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    I believe in the Holy Spirit 
           the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
           the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
           and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 
*The Prayers  
A: Let us pray 
C: Listening God,  
you hear our prayers before we speak,  
yet welcome our praying;  
therefore we come with confidence  
to lay our requests before you. 
 
A: …we lay our requests before you. 
C: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 

*The Peace 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C:  And also with you.  

Offertory:       Behold How Pleasant   ELW#649 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

A: O God, our offerings proclaim that work and worship are one, that life is undivided. Use 
these gifts for your church’s ministries of reconciliation, service, and mercy.  

C: Amen. 
 

 
*Communion Liturgy   
P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. I invite you 
to have your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive 
communion. What we share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this 
community gathered by a God who transcends time and space. It is “for you” – Christ 
promises to be there for you. Trust that.  And this sacrament is also for all people; we 
celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship. 
 
 

MEAL 
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*Dialog 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give you thanks and praise. 
 

*Preface It is indeed right…    ….join their unending hymn: 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
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*Lord’s Prayer  
 

P: As people of God in this time and place, we use the language of today as we pray the prayer 
Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen 
 

P:  Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. Come, not 
because you are perfect, but because you are forgiven. 

*Lamb of God 
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Communion  
Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward as the ushers direct you. You may 
receive bread and dip it into the wine or grape juice; or you may pick up one of the sealed 
wafer/grape juice packets or a sealed gluten free wafer and hear the words of promise before 
returning to your seat to open it.  
Those worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, 
saying to each other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ 
shed for you.” For all of us, Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and 
wine/juice.   
Children who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a 
blessing, or someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, 
saying “Remember, God loves you” or “You are a beloved child of God.” 
    

Communion Hymn: You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  ELW# 484 
 
Post Communion Blessing 
P: Now may the body and blood of our savior Jesus Christ strengthen you 
    and keep you in God’s Grace. C:  Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer   

A: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants.  
Send us to do good and to be generous with our possessions, caring for those who are in 
need.  We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 

Announcements  
 

*Benediction    

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn:  Heart with Loving Heart United     
 
 
 

SENDING 
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*Dismissal 
A: We came to worship. 
C: We go now to serve. 
A: We have been given the light. 
C: We go now to let it shine. 
A: We have been blessed by God’s love. 
C: We go now to share it. 
A: We are Christ’s disciples. 
C: We go now to witness to all. 
 
Postlude 
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Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical Lutheran Worship. - 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20836. 
 

 
 

2025 Council Members 
Name and Position/Team 
Amy Coll, President, Social Ministry  
Don Roessler, VP, Mutual Ministry  
Diana McClure, Treasurer, Finance Team  
Eileen Solomon, Sec.,Worship &Music  
Zach Boyer, Christian Ed 
Judi Greene, Fellowship 
Bruce Rhoades, Property 
Helen Nace, Stewardship 
Rich Lantz, Welcome Team 
Carrie Johnson, Welcome Team 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers - All the People of Advent 
Pastor - The Rev. Mark Singh-Hueter, ThePastor14@gmail.com 

Minister of Music – Vincent M. Ryan, music@adventharleysville.org  
Coordinator of Spiritual Development – Carrie Ryan, cryan@adventharleysville.org  

Office Administrator – Kim Long, office@adventharleysville.org 
Streaming Producer – Hannah Fisher 

Sexton – Susan Underkoffler 
Lay Eucharist Ministers – Joan Kelley, Carrie Ryan, Diana Shearer, Erica Heck, Betty Keck,  

Diana McClure, Amy Coll, Jo Gilbert 
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Our worship today includes prayers and hymns reflec�ve of the Mennonite tradi�on. Joel 
Nofziger’s preaching text will be excerpts from the Sermon on the Mount – a key scriptural 
passage for Mennonites. 

Just 7 years ago, Lutherans worldwide celebrated the 500th anniversary of Mar�n Luther 
pos�ng his 95 Theses in Witenberg, Germany in 1517 that became the catalyst for a 
movement in the Church that we now call the Reforma�on. Calls for reform within the church 
had existed, almost from the beginning, but the monk who became Professor who became 
reformer set many things in mo�on, including other voices calling for reform – other Reformers 
would follow. 

On January, 21, 1525, a group of Chris�an Reformers including George Blaurock and Conrad 
Grebel gathered for a secret service in Zurich, Switzerland. They were protes�ng the state 
church and infant bap�sm which seemed to be more of a secular moment than spiritual 
decision. At the service, they bap�zed one another. This was the beginning of the Anabap�st 
Movement from which Mennonite and Amish believers stem. ‘Ana’ means ‘again’ – these first 
Anabap�sts were ‘bap�zed again.’ It was a rebellious ac�on that led to consterna�on in the 
Church – Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed - and the persecu�on of many Anabap�sts. 

Of course, there is much more to these stories of reform and reformers. It took almost 500 
years, but there have been acts of reconcilia�on between Lutherans and Mennonites. 
Interna�onally, the Lutherans publicly apologized to the Mennonites at the Lutheran World 
Assembly in Stutgart in 2010. Locally, the Lutherans of the SE PA Synod publicly apologized to 
local Mennonites at their Synod Assembly in Franconia in 2011. Congrega�onally, Advent 
Lutheran and Salford Mennonite have forged a rela�onship that has led to sharing work in a 
community garden, combining for outreach projects and joining for a Thanksgiving Eve service 
annually. 

Our local community has a Mennonite Resource Center that supports efforts of Mennonite 
World Relief and a Mennonite Heritage Center that stewards Mennonite history and tradi�on.  

 


