
               
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
  

 

 

 

                                THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  

     A Service of Lessons and Carols     

Sunday, December 26, 2021           

   Advent Lutheran Church            
www.adventharleysville.org 

                                 Please note- This service is live streamed. 

                                    Masks are required in the building. 
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Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Road 

Harleysville, PA 19438 
www.adventharleysville.org 

 
Prelude- Divinum Mysterium, W. Held.                                                                         
 
Welcome  
(Please stand as able) 
 
Entrance Hymn    Cold December Flies Away         Hymn # 299  
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Dialog 
A:   The light shines in the darkness, 
C:   and the darkness has not overcome it. 
A:   The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
C:   and we have beheld Christ’s glory. 
A:   To us a child is born,  
C: to us a Son is given. 
A:   In the Word was life, 
C:   and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Greeting 
P: Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia! 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
       communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.   
 
The Prayer of the Day 
A:   Let us pray. 
C:   Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of 
your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may live 
continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 (Please be seated)  
 

LESSONS & CAROLS 
 
First Lesson:  God’s Word at Creation: ‘Very Good’    
Genesis 1:1-4, 31 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  
3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness.  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 
John 1:1-3   
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. 
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Hymn: (Vs 1 & 2) Of the Father’s Love Begotten    Hymn  #295   

 
 
Second Lesson:  God’s Word of Judgment       
Isaiah  1: 1-2, 12-17  
The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 2Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for the LORD has 
spoken: I reared children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me. 12When you come 
to appear before me, who asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no more; 13bringing 
offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me.  New moon and sabbath and calling of 
convocation —  I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. 14Your new moons and your 
appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing 
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them. 15When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many 
prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.  
 
 
16Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease 
to do evil, 17learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the 
widow. 
 
Hymn:  (Vs 1 & 3)    In the Bleak Midwinter        Hymn  #294 
 

 
                          
Third Lesson:  God’s Word of Comfort               
Isaiah 40:1-5 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out:  "In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
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 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 

 
Hymn: (Vs 1) Prepare the Royal Highway              Hymn #264 

 
 
Fourth Lesson:  God’s Word of Promise                       
Micah 5:2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he 
shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his 
kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
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the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
 
Hymn:  (Vs 1&3) O Little Town of Bethlehem       Hymn  #279 
 

 
Children’s Sermon                                                               
 
Fifth Lesson:  God’s Word Becomes Flesh                      
Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 



 

8 
 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 
John 1:14 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
Hymn:               Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming         Hymn# 272 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Lesson:  God’s Word is Introduced               
Luke 2:8-20 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.  
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
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they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them. 
 
 
Hymn:    It Came Upon a Midnight Clear             Hymn #282 

     
 
Seventh Lesson:  God’s Word is Worshipped    
Matthew 2:1-12   
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly called for the 
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
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where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road.   
 
(Please stand as able) 
 
Hymn:  (Vs 1 & 2) As With Gladness of Old Men     Hymn #302 

 
Prayers 
 
The Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   And also with you.  (Please be seated) 
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Offering         Love Has Come                                  Hymn #292 

 
Offertory Prayer                          
A:   Merciful Father, 
C:   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself 
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

MEAL 
*Communion Liturgy 
P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. I invite you to have 
your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive communion. What we 
share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this community gathered by a God who 
transcends time and space. It is “for you” – Christ promises to be there for you. Trust that.  And this 
sacrament is also for all people; we celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship. 

* THE PREFACE [tune: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice] 
   P:   Oh, may the Good Lord be with you.  
 C:   And may the Lord be with you too. 



 

12 
 

 P:   Lift your hearts to Him in praise.      
 C:   To the Lord our hearts we raise. 
 P:   Let us offer praises true.      
 C:  It is fitting so to do: Gratefully we sing, to the Lord, our King! 
 
* THE PROPER PREFACE 

 (It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn) 
 
* THE SANCTUS [tune: As with Gladness Men of Old] 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Hosts, by all adored; 
Heav'n and earth cannot contain all the glory of your name! 
With the heav'nly host we sing highest praise to our king.  

Hail! Hosanna! Endless fame be to him who, in God's name. 
Now draw nigh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

     Hail! Hosanna! Praises be to the Lord eternally! 
 

* THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND CONSECRATION 
 
* THE LORD'S PRAYER    [tune: Away in a Manger] 

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name!  
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord reign alone:  
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven's high throne.     

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 
As we forgive others, our sins take away; 
In times of temptation, to lead us be near;  
From evil deliver your children most dear. 

From yours is the kingdom; o'er all things you reign. 
And  yours is the power; all things you maintain. 
To you be the glory, resounding again  
From all of creation, forever! Amen. 

 
Communion  
Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward to the communion servers to receive the small 
wafer and cup, then return to your seat to open it and join us in receiving communion. Those 
worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, saying to 
each other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
For all of us, Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice.   
Those who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a blessing, 
or someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, saying “Remember, 
God loves you” or “You are a beloved child of God.” 
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*Post Communion Blessing  (Please stand as you are able) 
 
*Post Communion Prayer           
 
 
 
* POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
                 [tune: Angels, from the Realms of Glory] 

Thank the Lord, his praises voicing  
for his promised faithfulness! 
All who seek the Lord, rejoicing  
tell his love, his name confess. 
For he leads us, with thanksgiving  
in the paths of righteousness. 
 
At your word, Lord, let your servant  
go in peace, for with my eyes 
I have seen your bright salvation,  
Israel's light, begin to rise. 
As the glory of the nations,  
leading us to paradise. 

                  
SENDING 

Announcements  (please be seated) 
 
Benediction 
 
Sending Hymn   Hark, the Herald Angels Sing      Hymn  # 270 
(music next page) 
 
Dismissal     
A:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude- Good Christian Men Rejoice; arr: Faye Lopez 
 
 
 



 

14 
 

 
 
Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical Lutheran Worship. - 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # 

 
Ministers - All the People of Advent 

Pastor - The Rev. Mark Singh-Hueter, ThePastor14@gmail.com 
Minister of Music – Vincent M. Ryan, music@adventharleysville.org   

Coordinator of Spiritual Development – Carrie Ryan, cryan@adventharleysville.org  
Office Administrator – Katie Rosenberg, office@adventharleysville.org 

Streaming Producer – Jacob White 
Sexton – Interim Cleaning Service (Fermelicia Welchez) 

Lay Eucharist Ministers – Betty Keck, Joan Kelley, Dan & Paula Slemmer, Ashleigh Miller, Carrie Ryan 
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