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      THE SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 19, 2021  
Advent Lutheran Church 

 

www.adventharleysville.org 

 
Please note – 8:30 am service is live streamed.  

*Coffee Fellowship follows the first service, AND Education/Adult Forum begins at 9:45am. 

Masks are required in the building. 
 

 

 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/
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Prelude 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
An unmarried teenage girl was invited— 
to carry Christ into this world. 
An ordinary carpenter was invited— 
to be a father to a child unlike any other.  
The shepherds were invited— 
outcast and isolated, included at the manger. 
The Magi were invited— 
foreigners and seekers, included at the manger. 
And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited— 
then we can trust that we too are invited. 
This story is for us. 
This love is for us. 
Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home. 
Amen. 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
P: Every Sunday we pray a prayer of confession together. As a child, I used to think that this was a 
time to air out all the things I did wrong—all the reasons I was a bad person. However, as I have 
grown, I have realized—that’s not what this is. 
Instead, this is a small moment for all of us to pause and recognize that we aren’t perfect, we are still 
works in progress, and we want God’s help to grow. How powerful is that? 
Where else in the world does a group of people gather every week and say out loud: 
“I’m sorry. I want to grow. Help me get there.” 
C: Amen. 
P: So today as we pray, remember how powerful this is. This is one small way we accept 
God’s invitation to deeper faith and life-changing love. Let us pray together now . . . 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God,  

GATHERING 
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C: You throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day out. However, 
instead of running toward you, we dip our toes in the water of this faith. We hold our 
breath. We play it safe. We struggle to believe that a love so unfettered, so unfiltered, 
could be for us. As a result, we often deny this worth for ourselves and others.  
Forgive us for ignoring your invitation to be the people you call us to be. Forgive us for the ways 
in which we hold back from deeper connection to you or withhold your radical love 
from others. Open our ears to not only hear your invitation, but to trust that this good 
news exists even for us. Gratefully we pray, amen. 
P: Family of faith, 
Even when we fail to trust God’s love, and even when we fail to love others as we should, 
God still loves us. That door never closes. 
So hear and believe this good news:   
C: God invites us into a life of faith. God loves us through every season of life. God forgives 
us when we lose our way and invites us deeper every step of the way. We are loved, 
invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

*Gathering Hymn                      Love Has Come                                          Hymn# 292 

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2     Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 
3   Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950 
 
*Greeting  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with   
you all. 
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 C:   And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gloria 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
A: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
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A: Let us pray… 
C: Holy God, 
We’ve heard this story a million times— 
Mary and Joseph, Bethlehem a child is born. 
We’ve heard it a million times, but we want to hear it like it’s the first. 
So move among us. 
Circle back. Draw close. 
Crack open our hearts and fill them with your goodness. 
Help us to hear what it is you might be saying to us with curiosity, joy, and hope. 
This is an invitation. 
Come be here with us. 
Gratefully we pray 
Amen. 
 

 
PSALM 96 

1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
   sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
   proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
   bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
   tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
    The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peo- |ples with    

    equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
    let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O LORD, 
    for you come to | judge the earth. 
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 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
    and the peoples | with your truth. R 

 
First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
  those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Second chapter 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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*Gospel: Luke 2:1-5 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon  Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter  

 

*Hymn of the Day   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                 Hymn# 276 

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 
 for his bed a cattle stall; 
 oxen lowing, little knowing 
 Christ the child is Lord of all. 
 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 
2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 
 vigil till the morning new 
 saw the glory, heard the story, 
 tidings of a gospel true. 
 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 
 praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
 Christ the child was born for you! 
 Christ the child was born for you! 
Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt. 

*Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 He descended to the dead.  
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 On the third day He rose again;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

*The Prayers  
*The Peace 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.    

Offertory 

*Offertory Prayer 

A: Gracious God, 
Your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, 
to take up space, to go where we feel called, 
and to allow this community to feel like home. 
So use these gifts to keep building your home here. 
With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray. 
C: Amen 

*Communion Liturgy 
P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. I invite you to have 
your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive communion. What we 
share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this community gathered by a God who 
transcends time and space. It is “for you” – Christ promises to be there for you. Trust that.  And this 
sacrament is also for all people; we celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship. 
 

*Dialog 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

MEAL 
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*Preface It is indeed right…    ….join their unending hymn: 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 

*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your reign, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. Come, not because you are perfect, but 
because you are forgiven. 

Lamb of God 
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Communion  

Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward to the communion servers to receive the small 
wafer and cup, then return to your seat to open it and join us in receiving communion. Those 
worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, saying to 
each other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
For all of us, Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice.   
Those who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a blessing, 
or someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, saying “Remember, 
God loves you” or “You are a beloved child of God.” 
Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 

P:  May the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

A: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers 
of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C: Amen 

Announcements  

*Benediction    
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
through ☩ Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

 Amen. 

SENDING 
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*Sending Hymn:           From Heaven Above (vs. 1,2,3,14)                 Hymn # 268 

1 "From heav'n above to earth I come 
 to bear good news to ev'ry home! 
 Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
 to all the world, and gladly sing:" 
 

2 "To you this night is born a child 
 of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
 this newborn child of lowly birth 
 shall be the joy of all the earth." 

 
3 "This is the Christ, God's Son most high, 
 who hears your sad and bitter cry, 
 who will himself your Savior be 
 and from all sin will set you free." 

14 "Glory to God in highest heav'n, 
 who unto us the Son has giv'n." 
 With angels sing in pious mirth 
 a glad new year to all the earth! 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

*Dismissal 
 
A:  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C:   Saved by God's Grace, Renewed through Word and Sacrament, We are Sent as Disciples to 

Share the Gospel of Jesus.   Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  

Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship. - Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20836. 

 Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC| sanctifiedart.org. Bulletin cover image: SA-Awake Wonder/ 
A Sanctified Art LLC/ sanctifiedart.org 
 
        
 

        8:30 am         11am 
Today’s Worship Volunteers:   Assistant:                     Ashleigh Miller        Carrie  Ryan 
               Welcome Table:          Norma Lugar                                             Jo Wilhelmson 

 
 

Ministers - All the People of Advent 
Pastor - The Rev. Mark Singh-Hueter, ThePastor14@gmail.com 

Minister of Music – Vincent M. Ryan, music@adventharleysville.org  
Coordinator of Spiritual Development – Carrie Ryan, cryan@adventharleysville.org  

Office Administrator – Katie Rosenberg, office@adventharleysville.org 
Streaming Producer – Eddie Fisher 

Sexton – Interim Cleaning Service (Fermelicia Welchez) 
Lay Eucharist Ministers – Betty Keck, Joan Kelley, Dan & Paula Slemmer, Ashleigh Miller, Carrie Ryan 
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2021 Congregational Council Members 

Steve Nevin, President spsjnevin@msn.com 267-614-0406 
Carl Dahlgren, VP  Carldahlgren3399@gmail.com 708-712-1400 
Kim Sekiya, Secretary kasekiya@comcast.net 610-287-8602 
Ben Potter, Treasurer 4potters4@gmail.com 215-256-1286 
Leda Tompkins, Fellowship leda_tompkins@hotmail.com 215-513-0623 
Tim Scheckenbach, Property tlscheckenbach@gmail.com 215-256-8070 
Carly Smith, Social Ministry blackdoginpa@gmail.com 267-408-6366 
Eileen Solomon, Christian Ed galaxy795x@gmail.com 215-721-9910 
Ruth Swingle, Welcome Rswingle2@gmail.com 215-703-4121 
Rachelle Shollenberger, W&M rachelleshollenberger@gmail.com 215-256-8535 
Leitha Foley, Christian Ed leitha_foley@yahoo.com 215-237-3556 
Jen Forwood, Mutual Ministry cjforwood@verizon.net 215-859-6869 
Office Phone: 215-256-9941             Office Email: office @adventharleysville.org 
www.adventharleysville.org            Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
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