
 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 12, 2021  
Advent Lutheran Church 

 

www.adventharleysville.org 

 
Please note – 8:30 am service is live streamed.  

*Coffee Fellowship follows the first service, AND Education/Adult Forum begins at 9:45am. 

Masks are required in the building. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.adventharleysville.org/


 
Prelude 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Jesus said, 
“This is my Father’s house.” 
So come into this space 
just as you are. 
Come into this space 
speaking your truth. 
Come into this space 
with your authentic self. 
This is God’s home. 
This is our home. 
Let us worship God. 
Amen. 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
P: Research shows that on average, humans make about 35,000 choices in a day. In the 
prayer of confession, we acknowledge the moments when our choices do not reflect 
God’s love and we ask for grace. 
C: Amen. 
P: So let us pray together, trusting that God is with us 
in each of those 35,000 moments, cheering us on, and guiding us home. Let us pray: 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: We could offer welcome, 
C: but we often choose judgment. 
P: We could choose action, 
C: but we often choose silence. 
P: We could choose advocacy, 
C: but we often choose comfort. 
P: We could choose truth, 
C: but we often choose ignorance. 
P: We could choose God, 
C: but we often choose ourselves. 
P: Forgive us, gracious God, for the moments when we chose poorly. 
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C: Open our hearts to choose you, to choose community, to choose love. 
Gratefully we pray, amen. 
P: Family of faith, no matter how we choose, we cannot lose God’s love. It is undeserved, 
overwhelming, ever-present, and always with us. So may we accept God’s grace, and use 
it as fuel for better days. Hear and believe the good news of the Gospel: 
C: No matter how many times we walk away, God always welcomes us home. We are loved. 
We are forgiven. We are invited. Thanks be to God, amen. 

*Gathering Hymn                      In the Bleak Midwinter                                          Hymn# 294 

1    In the bleak midwinter, 
 frosty wind made moan, 
 earth stood hard as iron, 
 water like a stone; 
 snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
 snow on snow, 
 in the bleak midwinter, 
 long ago. 
 
2 Heaven cannot hold him, 
 nor earth sustain; 
 heav'n and earth shall flee away 
 when he comes to reign; 
 in the bleak midwinter 
 a stable place sufficed 
 the Lord God almighty, 
 Jesus Christ. 
 
3 What can I give him, 
 poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd 
 I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man 
 I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him— 
 give my heart. 
Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894 
 
*Greeting  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with   
you all. 

 C:   And also with you. 
 
 
 



*Gloria 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
A: The Lord be with you.    
C:  And also with you. 
A: Let us pray… 
C: Author God, 

Scripture tells us that when Jesus spoke in the temple, 
all who heard were amazed. 
We want to be amazed too. 
We want to hear your word with new ears. 
 



We want to be unraveled and transformed 
by the truth tucked between those sentences. 
We want to be opened up by the hope in these holy pages. 
We want to be amazed. 
So as we read today, transport us to those early days in the temple. 
Open our hearts so we can hear your word like never before. 
We are listening. 
We are grateful. 
Amen. 

 
 

 
PSALM 148 
 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD| from the heavens; 
  praise God | in the heights. 
 2Praise the LORD, | all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, | sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heav- | en of heavens, 
  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they | were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R 
 7Praise the LORD| from the earth, 
  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
 9mountains | and all hills, 
  fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts | and all cattle, 
  creeping things and | flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers | of the world; 
 12young | men and maidens, 
  old and | young together. R 
 13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. | Hallelujah! R 
 
 
 



First Lesson: Colossians 3:12-17 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe 
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude 
in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Alleluia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the Second chapter 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they 
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know 
it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to 
Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he said to them.  
51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 
human favor. 



 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon  Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter  

*Hymn of the Day   Angels, from the Realms of Glory                Hymn# 275 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 once you sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

 
3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations, 
 you have seen his natal star. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king. 

4 All creation, join in praising 
 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
 evermore your voices raising 
 to the eternal Three in One. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 worship Christ, the newborn king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4

*Apostles’ Creed   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day He rose again;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.  



*The Prayers  
*The Peace 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. C:  And also with you.    

Offertory 

*Offertory Prayer 

A: Your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, 
to take up space, to go where we feel called, 
and to allow this community to feel like home. 
So use these gifts to keep building your home here. 
With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray.  
C: Amen 

*Communion Liturgy 
P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. I invite you to have 
your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive communion. What we 
share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this community gathered by a God who 
transcends time and space. It is “for you” – Christ promises to be there for you. Trust that.  And this 
sacrament is also for all people; we celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship. 
 

*Dialog 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

*Preface It is indeed right…    ….join their unending hymn: 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL 

 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your reign, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. Come, not because you are perfect, but 
because you are forgiven. 

Lamb of God 

 
Communion  

Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward to the communion servers to receive the small 
wafer and cup, then return to your seat to open it and join us in receiving communion. Those 
worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, saying to 
each other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” 
For all of us, Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice.   

Those who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a blessing, 
or someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, saying “Remember, 
God loves you” or “You are a beloved child of God.” 
 

 

 



Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 

P:  May the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C:  Amen. 
 

A: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers 
of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C: Amen 

Announcements  

*Benediction    
P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing,  

so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,  
through ☩ Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

 Amen. 

*Sending Hymn:           ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime   Hymn # 284 

1 'Twas in the moon of wintertime 
 when all the birds had fled, 
 that *God the Lord of all the earth  
 sent angel choirs instead; 
 before their light the stars grew dim, 
 and wond'ring hunters heard the hymn: 

  
 
Refrain 
 Jesus your king is born! Jesus is born, 
 in excelsis gloria! 

 
2   Within a lodge of broken bark                                     3  The earliest moon of wintertime 
 the tender babe was found;                                             is not round and fair 
 a ragged robe of rabbit skin                                         as was the ring of glory on   
 enwrapped his beauty round;                                         the helpless infant there.             
 but as the hunter braves drew nigh,                               The chiefs from far before him knelt                            
 the angel song rang loud and high:  Refrain                  the angel song rang loud and high: Refrain 
 
4    O children of the forest free, 
 the angel-song is true; 
 the holy child of earth and heav'n 
      is born for you today. 

 
  
  

      Come, kneel before the radiant boy, 
 who brings you beauty, peace, and joy.  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING 



*Dismissal 
A:  Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C:   Saved by God's Grace, Renewed through Word and Sacrament, We are Sent as Disciples to 
Share the Gospel of Jesus.   Thanks be to God. 
Postlude  

Liturgies and music from Sundays and Seasons, With One Voice, Lutheran Book of Worship and Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship. - Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20836. 

 Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC| sanctifiedart.org. Bulletin cover image: SA-Awake Wonder/ 
A Sanctified Art LLC/ sanctifiedart.org 
 
       8:30 am    11am 
Today’s Worship Volunteers:   Assistant:                      Eileen Solomon        Rich Lantz 
               Welcome Table:           Ruth Swingle                                             Barb Bailey 

 
Ministers - All the People of Advent 

Pastor - The Rev. Mark Singh-Hueter, ThePastor14@gmail.com 
Minister of Music – Vincent M. Ryan, music@adventharleysville.org  

Coordinator of Spiritual Development – Carrie Ryan, cryan@adventharleysville.org  
Office Administrator – Katie Rosenberg, office@adventharleysville.org 

Streaming Producer – Eddie Fisher 
Sexton – Interim Cleaning Service (Fermelicia Welchez) 

Lay Eucharist Ministers – Betty Keck, Joan Kelley, Dan & Paula Slemmer, Ashleigh Miller, Carrie Ryan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2021 Congregational Council Members 

Steve Nevin, President spsjnevin@msn.com 267-614-0406 
Carl Dahlgren, VP  Carldahlgren3399@gmail.com 708-712-1400 
Kim Sekiya, Secretary kasekiya@comcast.net 610-287-8602 
Ben Potter, Treasurer 4potters4@gmail.com 215-256-1286 
Leda Tompkins, Fellowship leda_tompkins@hotmail.com 215-513-0623 
Tim Scheckenbach, Property tlscheckenbach@gmail.com 215-256-8070 
Carly Smith, Social Ministry blackdoginpa@gmail.com 267-408-6366 
Eileen Solomon, Christian Ed galaxy795x@gmail.com 215-721-9910 
Ruth Swingle, Welcome Rswingle2@gmail.com 215-703-4121 
Rachelle Shollenberger, W&M rachelleshollenberger@gmail.com 215-256-8535 
Leitha Foley, Christian Ed leitha_foley@yahoo.com 215-237-3556 
Jen Forwood, Mutual Ministry cjforwood@verizon.net 215-859-6869 
Office Phone: 215-256-9941             Office Email: office @adventharleysville.org 
www.adventharleysville.org            Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
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