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Advent Lutheran Church Welcome Statement 
Advent Lutheran Church of Goschenhoppen, a welcoming community of God, believes ALL people are 
made in God’s image and boundless love and ALL are valued equally within our congregation. We are 
empowered by God through faith to nurture and celebrate the vast diversity among individuals – 
single, married, partnered, divorced – embrace their uniqueness in all aspects of life including race, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expressions, physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic 
backgrounds and age.  We at Advent, affirm and welcome you to share life with us and participate in 
God’s ministry statement.  
 
MASKS 
Masks are optional. Love your neighbor.  
 

WELCOME 
WELCOME FRIENDS AND GUESTS If you are a guest, we ask that you please sign our visitor 
register located on the table in the Narthex, and help yourself to one of the Welcome Bags. 
Please come back and worship with us. 
LITURGY. Hymns can be found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book - our red hymnal in the 
pew rack, or placed under the chairs.   

  * indicates, please stand, as you are able.  

 
NURSERY AVAILABLE 
We LOVE children in worship! Available in the narthex cubbies are 
children's worship bags, story books and activity pages with crayons.  
Parents and children are welcome to use any of these resources  
during worship. We also have a nursery available, though not staffed 
 so you may spend time with them there, as you wish…for the whole    
or part of the service. There is a speaker so you can still listen in on the 
worship service while you are there. The nursery is down the hall, last door on the right.  
 
 

EARLY ADVENT. As with the last couple years, we are beginning Advent early.  
Advent is NOT Christmas. It is a time to watch and prepare, to hear God’s vision 
of a time to come, and God’s promise that Christ will return. At the same time 
we open ourselves to Christ’s coming among us today. And we prepare our 
hearts for the celebration of that first coming, in Bethlehem 2,000 years ago.  

We will immerse ourselves in this Advent preparation and focus on November 13, 20, 27, and 
December 4. Then on December 11 and 18, we will begin our Christmas focus and celebration.  
Join us in these holy times. 
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Prelude- Come Jesus, Holy Son of God; Handel, Hopson (Chancel Choir 11:00) 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 
P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P:  Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to 
the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P: God of new beginnings, 
C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 
 
P: People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, 
a tender branch, 
a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. C: Amen 
 

GATHERING 

Advent Lutheran Church 
470 Landis Road 

Harleysville, PA 19438        
215-256-9941 

www.adventharleysville.org 
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*Gathering Hymn       Prepare the Royal Highway     Hymn# 264
 
*Greeting   
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 
Candle Lighting Liturgy 
           Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn  Hymn# 242   
2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  
 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
 his humble song is quiet and near,  
 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
 music to heal the broken soul  
 and hymns of lovingkindness, 
 the thunder of his anthems roll  
 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
A: The Lord be with you 
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us pray… 
C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 

our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 
  1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
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  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R 

First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
  10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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*Alleluia 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey.5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.        
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon  

Sermon           Pastor Mark                                                                                          

*Hymn of the Day   There’s a Voice in the Wilderness   Hymn# 255 
 
*Apostles Creed  
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day He rose again;  
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
 and He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit 
    the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  

*The Prayers  

*The Peace 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C:  And also with you.    
 

Offertory On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry     Hymn# 249  
     

*Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray. Eternal God: 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. C: Amen 

MEAL 
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*Communion Liturgy   

P: Those of you worshiping with us online are invited to share communion with us. I invite you 
to have your bread and your wine or grape juice before you as we gather to receive 
communion. What we share is not a private ceremony, but an act of worship within this 
community gathered by a God who transcends time and space.  

It is “for you” – Christ promises to be there for you. Trust that.  And this sacrament is also for 
all people; we celebrate in the assembly. We are one community in worship. 

*Dialog 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
*Preface It is indeed right…    ….join their unending hymn: 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: …We look with hope for his coming. 
C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P: …Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your reign, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 
P: Be strong! Do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
Come, not because you are perfect, but because you are forgiven. 
 
Lamb of God 

 
Communion  

Those worshiping in-person are invited to come forward as the ushers direct you. You may 
receive bread and dip it into the wine or grape juice; or you may pick up one of the sealed 
wafer/grape juice packets or a sealed gluten free wafer and hear the words of promise before 
returning to your seat to open it. 
 
Those worshiping online are invited to use your own bread and wine or grape juice at this time, 
saying to each other, or to yourself, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ 
shed for you.” For all of us, Christ promises to be present in, with, and under the bread and 
wine/juice.   



9 
 

Children who have not yet received their first communion may come forward (in person) for a 
blessing, or someone in the room (worshiping online) may pause to provide that blessing, 
saying “Remember, God loves you” or “You are a beloved child of God.” 
 

Communion Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now My People   Hymn# 256 
    Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (tune: Hyfrydol)    254 
      
Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
P: Now may the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

God’s grace. 
C:  Amen. 

A: Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 

Announcements  
 
*Benediction    

P: God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
 
C: Amen 
 
*Sending Hymn:   Hark the Glad Sound     Hymn# 239
 
*Dismissal 
A: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C:  Saved by God's Grace, Renewed through Word and Sacrament, We are Sent as Disciples 

to Share the Gospel of Jesus.  Thanks be to God. 

SENDING 
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Postlude 
Today’s Worship Volunteers:         
 8:30 am     

Assistant: Rich Lantz   Lector: Leitha Foley 
Communion Assistants: Sue MacFadden, Acolyte: Brennan Foley 
             Virginia Woodbury                                   
Welcome Table: Carrie Johnson  Altar Guild: Eileen Solomon 
Ushers: Gary, Sharon Strayer   
Announcements: Leitha Foley     

11:00 am     
Assistant: Carol Dahlgren    Lector: Amy Coll 
Communion Assistants: Janet, Rick Kreiss Acolyte:  
Ushers: Carrie Ryan, Tim Scheckenbach  Welcome Table: Lynn Scheckenbach 
Announcements: Amy Coll     

 
Ministers - All the People of Advent 

Pastor - The Rev. Mark Singh-Hueter, ThePastor14@gmail.com 
Minister of Music – Vincent M. Ryan, music@adventharleysville.org  

Coordinator of Spiritual Development – Carrie Ryan, cryan@adventharleysville.org  
Office Administrator – Katie Rosenberg, office@adventharleysville.org 

Streaming Producer – Eddie Fisher 
Sexton – Interim Cleaning Service (Fermelicia Welchez) 

Lay Eucharist Ministers – Joan Kelley, Dan & Paula Slemmer, Ashleigh Miller, Carrie Ryan 
 

2022 Congregational Council Members 

Steve Nevin, Council President, Endowment spsjnevin@msn.com 267-614-0406 

Carl Dahlgren, Council Vice President, 
Stewardship 

Carldahlgren3399@gmail.com 708-712-1400 

Bruce Rhoades, Property Brucerhoadespe1@gmail.com 484-529-8630 

Kim Sekiya, Council Secretary, Fellowship kasekiya@comcast.net 214-728-9893 

Rob Taylor, Council Treasurer, Finance Rob_taylor2005@comcast.net 215-570-0700 

Amy Coll, Social Ministry afcoll@yahoo.com 215-527-0384 

Eileen Solomon, Christian Ed galaxy795x@gmail.com 215-721-9910 

Leitha Foley, Worship and Music Leitha_foley@yahoo.com 215-237-3556 

Ruth Swingle, Welcome Rswingle2@gmail.com 215-703-4121 

Jen Forwood, Mutual Ministry cjforwood@verizon.net 215-859-6869 

Office Phone: 215-256-9941                          
Office email:office@adventharleysville.org 

www.adventharleysville.org        
Pastor Mark Singh-Hueter 
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