
1423 Julia Street • Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 • (904) 261-6610 • www.ameliaislandmontessori.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
TODDLER LEAD TEACHER OPPORTUNITY 

Fernandina Beach, Florida 
 
 

Amelia Island Montessori School (AIMS) is an independent, non-profit, accredited school, in 
Fernandina Beach, Florida. Founded in 1973, AIMS sits on a beautiful, wooded campus within 

walking distance to the Atlantic Ocean. AIMS is a place where children love learning - and 
learn the skills that will prepare them for life. 
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MISSION 
 
Amelia Island Montessori School embodies a child-centered education grounded in Montessori 
philosophy and methodology, supporting the “whole child,” inspiring independent thinkers and 
cultivating collaborative citizens. 
 
HISTORY 
 
In the early-1970’s, a group of parents recruited a young British teacher named Jane Grieveson to 
provide their children with a Montessori education on Amelia Island. She arrived in the US with a 
steamer trunk full of Montessori materials and a desire to bring this special way of learning to this 
corner of the planet. 
 
Since 1973, AIMS has educated thousands of children and remained true to the vision of providing 
an environment where the development of the whole child matters, and where students cultivate 
independent thinking and a true love of learning. 
 
In recent years, the school has experienced growth and has the potential to grow further. At 
approximately 90 students, AIMS serves students from the ages of eighteen months in our Toddler 
program, to fifteen years in our Middle School program. 
 
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY  
 
The Montessori Method embraces education as a tool for life. Based on scientific observations of 
the developmental needs of children from birth, it has been tested and implemented for over 100 
years in diverse cultures throughout the world. The Montessori Method is a “whole child” 
approach based on a profound respect for children, a belief that learning is innate and natural and 
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an understanding that children are curious and creative. Dr. Maria Montessori viewed children as 
more than scholars, seeing each child as a complete human being with dreams, fears, and desires.  
Classrooms are arranged in multi-age groupings to encompass the many stages of a child’s 
development versus their chronological age. Older children share what they have learned while 
reinforcing their own learning. Teachers, students, and parents are able to develop supportive, 
collaborative and trusting relationships. 
 
In order for self-directed learning to take place, the whole classroom, materials, and social climate 
must be supportive of the learner. The environment is beautiful, natural and provides the 
necessary resources, including opportunities for children to function in a safe and positive climate. 
Montessori designed many concrete multi-sensory materials and activities which facilitate the 
learning of abstract ideas. Our curriculum fosters grace and courtesy, independence, peace, 
honesty, and integrity. 
 
THE SCHOOL AT A GLANCE 
 

ACCREDITATIONS 
• American Montessori Society 
• Florida Council of Independent Schools 
• Cognia 

PHYSICAL PLANT  
• The idyllic 1-acre campus is located on 

Amelia Island’s south end, shaded by live 
oak trees and within walking distance from 
the beach 

• Montessori prepared classrooms to 
accommodate children from 18 months 
through 8th grade 

ENROLLMENT 
• 90 students 
• Tuition $7,845 - $9,917 
 

FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT  
• Operating Budget: $1M  
• Indebtedness: None  
• Total Funds Raised:   

o Annual $50K  
• Land Donation $180K  

MONTESSORI PROGRAMS 
• Toddler (18 months - 3 years) 
• Primary (3 - 6 years) 
• Lower Elementary (6 - 9 years) 
• Upper Elementary (9 - 12 years) 
• Secondary I (12 - 15 years) 

COMMUNITY  
• The parent community is an engaged one, 

with a recently-energized association, 
Team AIMS 

• The school is involved in many community 
activities, including annual beach clean-
ups, a popular Island-wide chili cook-off, a 
5k run and bike race that raises funds to 
honor alumni, and the Isle of 8 Flags 
Shrimp Festival Parade 

FACULTY AND STAFF 
• Seven (7) FT Lead Teachers 
• Six (6) FT Assistants 
• Three (3) FT Administrative Staff 
• Three (3) PT Specialists 

ON THE WEB  
• www.ameliaislandmontessori.com 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE OPPORTUNITY  
 
The Toddler Lead Teacher candidate will be someone who nurtures children, is flexible, has a 
strong desire to work as part of a team, and is passionate about creating and maintaining a 
beautiful educational environment while following the Montessori philosophy. Specific 
accountabilities include the following: 

• Supervising and guiding children ages 18 months to 3 years old and delivering 
developmentally-appropriate Montessori Curriculum for the program level 

• Implementing activities to meet the physical, social, emotional and intellectual needs of the 
children 

• Setting an example for children by modeling honesty, respect, kindness and understanding 
• Maintaining the safety and well-being of children in the classroom by providing a safe and 

prepared environment 
• Fully participating in and collaborating with AIMS team members and Administration in 

furtherance of the school's mission 
• Engaging in clear, respectful, and effective communication with children, parents, team 

members and administrators 
• Accepting all other duties assigned by the Head of School in furtherance of the mission of 

the school, and in support of the day-to-day operations required to deliver AIMS programs 
 
WHO SHOULD APPLY? 
 
Leading the Toddler program at AIMS represents an extraordinary career opportunity for an 
experienced Montessori leader. AIMS encourages applications from a diverse pool of candidates. 
Compensation will be competitive and may include a housing allowance. 



1423 Julia Street • Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 • (904) 261-6610 • www.ameliaislandmontessori.com 

 
The next Toddler Lead Teacher will possess: 

• A bachelor’s degree 
• A Montessori Infant & Toddler credential 
• A successful track record leading a thriving and academically-appropriate 

Montessori classroom community 
• A successful completion of a pre-employment background check, TB test, etc. 
• A successful completion of the DCF childcare training within the first year 
• A successful completion of CPR and first aid courses 

 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS  
 
Candidates should submit an application package to include the following:   

• A cover letter indicating why they are particularly interested in and qualified for 
the position 

• A current resume 
• A statement of educational philosophy 
• The names, addresses, and telephone numbers of three references (we will obtain 

permission from candidates before contacting references) 
 
Candidates should send the application package to Diane van Lanen, Interim Head of School, via email 
at diane.vanlanen@ameliaislandmontessori.com. 
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ABOUT FERNANDINA BEACH AND AMELIA ISLAND 
 

 
 
Amelia Island is the southernmost of the Sea Islands, a chain of barrier islands stretching along the 
east coast of the United States from South Carolina to Florida. It is thirteen miles long and 
approximately four miles at its widest point. Amelia Island was voted third best island in the 
United States by Conde Nast Traveler. Fernandina Beach is the northernmost city on Florida's 
Atlantic coast, and is one of the principal municipalities comprising Greater Jacksonville.   
The area was first inhabited by the Timucuan Indian tribe. Known as the "Isle of 8 Flags", 
Fernandina has had the flags of the following nations flown over it since 1562: France, Spain, Great 
Britain, Spain (again), the Patriots of Amelia Island, the Green Cross of Florida, Mexico, the 
Confederate States of America, and the United States. 
 
Word continues to spread about the attraction and peacefulness of living on Amelia Island and 
specifically, in the historic community of Fernandina Beach. Enjoy upscale amenities with a laid-back 
vibe. The area is perfect for everyone from families with children, to golf enthusiasts, nature lovers, 
entrepreneurs, couples looking to settle down, and retirees. The average winter temperatures in the 
area hover around a perfect 65 degrees, making this barrier island perfect for outdoor activities like 
golfing, fishing, kayaking, hiking, sightseeing, shopping, or taking a relaxing stroll along its 13 miles  of 
beaches. Not many other cities can match its charm and incredible wildlife and scenery. 


