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The Montessori Toddler Environment 
 

The Montessori toddler environment is prepared with furniture and materials based on the 
developmental stages and sensitive periods of the children, especially in movement, language, 
order, and toileting. While the children are engaged, the adults in the classroom observe and 
respond. Adaptations to materials, lessons, and the environment are made according to the 
needs of the individual child.  
 
The toddlers are gaining first-hand experience with the materials, either independently or with 
a brief presentation. The adults in the classroom initially assist the toddlers with bringing 
materials to a table or rug until they are able to do it independently. They also assist in 
returning the materials to the shelf and pushing in their chair or rolling up their rug until they 
are able to do it independently. This is the introduction to the work cycle. 
 
Toddlers often engage in spontaneous activity, which leads to many learning opportunities.  
The adults in the environment follow the lead of the child. When a toddler expresses an 
interest in a new material or is practicing a developmental task, the adult is able to give a 
demonstration or provide a constructive outlet. 
 
Many of the materials in the toddler environment are self-directed active learning 
opportunities. Toddlers often experiment in a variety of ways with materials to determine 
cause and effect, trial and error, and practice motor and language skills.   
 
Social and emotional development begins in the toddler environment by introducing the 
concept of respect for each child’s body and personal space. We model grace and courtesy by 
practicing manners in the classroom. As their language develops, we assist them in using their 
words to express their feelings or ask permission to work with a friend. We encourage the 
toddlers to recognize facial expressions and model empathy through illustrated books and real 
experiences.   
 
Liberty within limits is well-defined in the toddler classroom by preparing a safe indoor and 
outdoor environment to explore. Routines and rituals are established for proper use of the 
materials and equipment. As the toddlers develop, their sense of order assists in a natural 
process of cleaning up and putting things away.        
 
The toddlers’ intrinsic motivation is ignited by providing a clean and attractive indoor and 
outdoor environment particularly suited to their level of physical, cognitive, social, linguistic, 
and emotional development. Toddlers are in a sensitive period for movement, order, language, 
and toileting. They are also fascinated with small objects. The prepared environment lends 
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itself to practicing the skills that enable toddlers to become independent beings. The energy 
inside each child propels them to naturally work on their development. 
 
Toddlers begin to gain a sense of the classroom as a social setting and community. As they 
practice their language and social skills, they develop the ability to work cooperatively with 
others and resolve conflict. We encourage consideration of others and helpfulness among 
friends. The children begin to demonstrate concern and empathy for each other. 
 
Toddlers are at the beginning stages of spiritual awareness. They begin to notice the beauty of 
nature, the intricacy of a spider web, the sound of birds singing, and experience feeling content 
and peaceful. They begin to notice the attributes of other people and their environment. 
 
The adults in the Toddler environment observe the children and record details on a Daily 
Observation sheet. Student Profiles are prepared and updated periodically in the areas of 
Social and Emotional Development, Care of Self and the Environment (Independence), 
Language, Cycles of Purposeful Activity and Routines, Cognitive Development, and Physical 
Development. Staff meets regularly to discuss strategies and materials to promote learning 
and independence. We make changes to the environment as needed after our observations and 
discussions. 
 
Initially, the toddlers seek a lot of attention and assistance from the adults in the environment 
as they consider us a great resource. Over a period of time, the children build their 
developmental skills with lots of encouragement and the least amount of direct assistance. We 
are truly helping the children learn how to do it themselves. As the school year progresses, we 
work on conflict resolution and peace education, and act as a resource/guide to establish a 
peaceful environment. 
 
Adults respectfully engage with learners by asking if they would like a demonstration or 
lesson on the materials. Due to varying degrees of attention span, some toddlers are not ready 
yet.  We elicit the child’s participation with self-care, diaper changing, and toileting. We 
change children standing up to facilitate independence and toilet learning. We use respectful 
language while discussing their body and bodily functions. We use positive language to 
encourage further success and kind words of encouragement to work through setbacks. 
 
Toddler classroom design and preparation places Language, Sensorial, Manipulatives, Math, 
Science, Cultural, Art, and Practical Life materials in specific areas. The materials are 
organized and arranged in a child friendly manner, encouraging exploration as well as 
respectful care of those materials. The teacher ensures that the environment is clean and 
orderly, with procedures in place to regularly clean and maintain a sanitary environment for 
our youngest learners. 
 
 


