
April Terra Nova Testing        

Introduced in the 1930s, standardized testing was created as an assessment to help teachers 

identify the future potential and aptitude of students.  Unfortunately over the years, its purpose 

has evolved into a high stakes evaluation to measure the achievement of students in relationship 

to others (Pottish-Lewis, 2013).  Standardized tests are not only being used across the country to 

measure the educational progress of students against the Common Core, the government created 

and endorsed curriculum guidelines but they also due to the No Child Left Behind Act and the 

Race to the Top Program (DeMause, 2014).  Political opinion continues to be “that standardized 

tests are a necessary tool in American education as the means of disclosing whether students are 

acquiring basic literacy and numeracy” (Pottish-Lewis, 2013, p.4)  Alfie Kohn (2000) asserts that 

many of the inherent characteristics of standardized assessments are damaging to learners.  These 

characteristics include the actual construction and implementation of the tests, the cultural biases, 

content validity and the inaccurate indications of student performance in the classroom.  

  

Maria Montessori did not rely on standardized testing to evaluate students.  Instead, she taught us 

to observe and follow the child.  Hurwitz & Hurwitz (2000) point out that for many standardized 

testing is the only way to ensure higher education standards and stricter accountability.  Can 

some value be found in standardized testing and can that value be combined with other 

assessment alternatives?  Montessorians have always relied on observation as a tool to gauge 

student progress along with teacher developed assessments (e.g., third period lessons) and 

portfolio reviews.  According to North American Teacher’s Association (NAMTA 2008), 

student progress should be assessed by a “variety of instruments”.  This includes quantitative 

norm referencing (Standardized Testing); criterion-referenced evaluations which link to 

Montessori curriculum, qualitative evaluations (e.g. habits, attitudes, pride, curiosity), and 

ethnographic inquiry (e.g. time on task in environment, responsibility and independence).  

  

This is our answer at AIMS: no single assessment of a student should be considered by 

itself.  The two primary reasons for standardized testing at our school are to help us identify any 

“holes’ in our curriculum and to allow students to develop the practical life skill of test 

taking.  For us as a school, spring testing is used as a tool in providing a direction towards 

student improvement.  The intention of our testing is to help promote higher student education, 

not higher student test performance. 
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