
Peace Education 
Establishing lasting peace is the work of education; all politics can do is keep us out of war.  

– Maria Montessori 
Maria Montessori lived in a time of World War so it became important for her to develop not just good 

students, but good human beings and global citizens.  To her, the creation of an individual was the 

purpose of education, not just the mastering of manual or intellectual skills.  Consequently, education for 

peace is built firmly into the Montessori curriculum at every program level. 

 

Children aged 0-6 years are considered in the absorbent mind and exposed early to the continents and 

cultures of the world. Montessori curriculum provides a global base and shares a broad exposure of 

humanity. 

 

Students aged 6-12 years are in a reasoning and abstract mind and thus study the people of the world in 

depth from a historical perspective.  They are taught that all humans have the same fundamental needs 

and the fulfillment of those needs can vary greatly according to the geographical environment and the 

historical era.  By emphasizing the human family and an interrelationship in life, students come to realize 

that each individual on earth is not an isolated entity but an integral part of a whole. 

 

Adolescents aged 12-18 years are in a social, moral and ethical mind and are ready to explore the larger 

community and their own place within it.  The true valorization of personality is realized as they 

comprehend that everything in the universe is interdependent and that each individual has gifts and talents 

which serve the whole.  Students participate in concrete experiences of conscious, non-competitive 

cooperation and collaboration with others. 

 

Despite the emphasis of peace in the Montessori curriculum, it cannot alone result in peace.  We as adults 

and guides do not only have the task of speaking about peace but must also create an environment that 

reaches beyond our efforts.  We must practice what we preach.  We as adults must be able to honestly 

look at our own values and attitudes.  Are we open and loving?  Are we collaborative and cooperative?  

Our children learn not only from what we say or do, but whom and what we are.  This ultimately is our 

biggest responsibility. 

 

In the service of the child, 

Diane M. Dodds 

 

 

 


