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November 2021

to the November 2021 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

make known among the nations what he has done.” 

1 Chronicles 16:8

Friends, 

Happy November!  Thanksgiving falls in this month.  Traditionally, people 
around the world used to celebrate it as the time to harvest the fruits of 
their labor.  Today, we celebrate Thanksgiving as one of our major holidays 
of the year to reconnect with our loved ones.

Jennifer and I are blessed to have our siblings in New Jersey, and we will 
come together and share a good Thanksgiving meal.  And no one will go 
home hungry for sure.

In essence, Thanksgiving is the time to give thanks to God for all the 
bountiful blessings we have received from God.  I recommend two ways 
to fully enjoy Thanksgiving:

We are called to cultivate an attitude of gratitude.  Being thankful is a sign 
of vital faith and vital discipleship.  A thankful heart is a testimony to the 
greatness of God as well.  Count your blessings, one by one, and you will 
come up with such a rich list for thanksgiving.
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Encouraging Word Series

New Series “God’s Family”

Church is often understood and described as an extended family based on faith, hope and love of God.  
What does it mean to live as God’s family?  How can we build it up together?  Let’s think more deeply 
about being God’s family today.

October 31: “Share Together” | Acts 2:43-47

November 7: “Grow Together” | Jeremiah 12:2; Luke 8:14-15, 17:5

November 14: “Serve Together” | Joshua 22:5; John 12:26; Hebrews 6:10

November 21: Thanksgiving & Consecration Sunday: “Thank God Together” | 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Thankfully,
Pastor Brandon, Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

We are also called to turn our Thanks-giving to Thanks-living.  We can live and serve each day out of the 
spirit of gratitude.  Here is a good Thanks-living prayer.  Let us pray:

“Our most generous and gracious Lord, I thank you for all the goodness you’ve poured into my life. Take 
my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. Amen.”

SAVE THE DATE

Consecration Sunday November 21, 10am
Please join us as we dedicate our 2022 giving plans to God.

mailto:brandon%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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News from SPRC

Retirement of Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

During worship service on Sunday, October 24, 2021, I announced on behalf of the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee that Lead Pastor Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho will retire from Clinton UMC on June 30, 2022.  
According to Pastor Brandon, his plan for retirement was “a sacred, prayerful discernment process” that 
has unfolded over the last several months.

Next year marks the 40th anniversary of Pastor Brandon’s ordination and pastoral ministry in The UMC.  
During these last four decades, he has served as a pastor, district superintendent, cabinet dean, executive 
director of the Korean National Ministry Development Plan, community organizer, circuit leader, and 
ministry coach/mentor.  

He is grateful to serve the last year of his active ministry with and among the good and faithful leaders and 
members of Clinton UMC. 

Reflecting on his upcoming retirement in 2022, Pastor Brandon noted:  “My personal definition of retirement 
is putting on a new set of tires for 60,000 miles more with God’s lifetime warranty.  I will continue to follow 
God’s call to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ by building bridges among peoples and working for 
peace with justice for all.”

We will miss Pastor Brandon, but fortunately we have the gift of several months to celebrate his impactful 
ministry. In the meantime, please join me in congratulating Brandon on this upcoming next step in his 
journey.

Grace and peace, 
Steve Meier
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee
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Ways to Give
Our offering is a worshipful response to our God, who has given us all we have. It’s a way to say thank you 
and to show your trust in God’s provision. You can give in person when you worship on Sunday morning, 
but there are several other options:

Online Bill Pay
When you add CUMC to your online banking list of recurring payments, you have one less check to write 
and remember. And there’s no cost to you or to the church.

App/Website
Giving via the app is fast, easy, and safe. To give, simply click on the “Give” icon and follow the prompts. 
Don’t have a smart phone? You can also give on our website: www.sentforothers.org. 

By Mail
Can’t get to church? You can mail a check to the church office: PO Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809.

Stocks/Other Assets
Giving appreciated stock helps further the work of the church and may offer tax advantages. Contact 
Bookkeeper Rose Leonard for information on how to gift stocks, bonds, or other assets to the church.

Legacy Giving
Your will is designed to remember and give to those who mean the most to you. Please prayerfully 
consider adding the church to that list. 

Youth Ministry

JYM

October has been a blast! We focused on future 
fundraising, spent an evening with Renee Robeson 
and some of our local police officers, played with 
Brenda Jaffe’s sweet training dog, enjoyed our 
annual Halloween party, and discussed a series 
called “I Have Questions.” 

We will continue to meet in the youth room 
each Sunday from 5:30pm-7:30pm unless noted 
otherwise. All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to 
join us at any time and dinner will be provided.

The upcoming schedule will be as follows:

November 7 - Squad Night 

November 14 - Pie Baking Fundraiser (2pm-8pm)

November 21 - Squad Night

November 28 - Squad Night

December 5 - Christmas Mission

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday 
to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on 
your own or as a small group, please visit this link 
or reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) 
to sign up.

(continue to next page)

http://www.sentforothers.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Jr. JYM

New for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-
a-month gathering that will offer fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM programming 
and opportunities. Our next meeting will be Sunday 
November 14 from 11:30-1:30 in the youth room. Pizza 
lunch will be provided. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our 
youth programs in the following ways: 

• Pray for our fall program, that we may continue to 
meet and enjoy our time together safely.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they work and fundraise to help others.

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega

Coordinator of Youth Ministries 

jess@sentforothers.org 

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed 
each week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on 
Sunday morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important 
ministry. 

Next month we will again participate in the Clinton Christmas Parade by opening our church to the 
community and offering hot chocolate and home-baked goodies.  Please support this effort by 
donating your home-baked goods on or about Friday, December 3.  Thank you!!

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org%20?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop organizes missions to support Eva’s Village and 
Safe Harbor:

Let’s make it a warm winter for every child in this area!  NH Thrift 
Shop will join with Eva’s Village in asking the area communities 
to donate 1,000 kids’ coats.  The coat drive will start November 1 
and run through February 27, 2022. Coats may be new or gently-
used, sizes newborn through youth size 18.  Eva’s Village, located 
in Paterson, NJ, is a nonprofit, comprehensive behavioral health 
and social service organization with a mission to provide care and 
support for people struggling with poverty, hunger, homelessness, 
and addiction.  

The NH Thrift Shop is also asking the community to help the 
homeless in our area by donating new or gently-used sleeping 
bags, tarps, and pairs of wool socks to bring some warmth and 
comfort. The Thrift Shop started this Sleep-N-Quarters Mission in 
September, partnering with the nonprofit Safe Harbor, a facility for 
the homeless in Easton, PA. 

All donations for these missions can be dropped off at the shop, 
located at 51 Route 635 (Charlestown Road) in Union Township, 
during shop hours or on the church porch near the ramp door. 
Please label these donations either “Coat Drive” or “Sleep-N-
Quarters Mission.” 

Holidays Are Coming! It’s beginning to look like Christmas at the 
thrift shop. On November 1, the Christmas Winter Wonderland 
shop opened filled with high-quality, low-cost ornaments, lights, 
garlands, gifts, ugly Christmas sweaters, other holiday clothing, 
and much, much more. Come and shop before all the goodies 
disappear.   

This month the shop seeks donations of fall and winter clothing 
for children and adults, handbags, kids’ winter coats, jewelry, 
bakeware and books (novels only). Please call 908-735-0177 during 
shop hours to schedule an appointment to donate. For details 
of this process, visit the shop’s Facebook page or its website at 
sentforothers.org. 

The NH Thrift Shop hours are Monday, 8:30 a.m. to noon, Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. to noon and 3 to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call the shop, email danielle@sentforothers.org or 
visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram. 

Volunteers Needed  Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people 
and get a great discount, in a safe environment, is encouraged to become a thrift shop volunteer! For 
more information, call the shop at 908-735-0177 or email danielle@sentforothers.org. 

Warmly,

Jane Treece

Volunteer

NH Thrift Shop Update

http://sentforothers.org
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Shoebox Mission Expands

We are expanding our shoebox mission to be a drop-off location center in Hunterdon County.  This is a 
big project but it only lasts one week; November 15 – 22.  Donna Zehnbauer, Jane Treece and I will be the 
OCC Team leading this effort.  We believe this is a mission that many will rally around and that it will be 
a wonderful blessing for CUMC.  It will take many hands to accomplish; please see your Midweek News, 
click here or contact the church office if you would like to participate.  We’re also in need of a cart and/
or dolly we can borrow to haul the shoeboxes from the parking lot to the social hall; please contact the 
church office if you have one to lend.  

We appreciate your support in making this a joyful week of mission. 

OCC Shoebox Mission
Shoeboxes are available at the hallway display if you would like to fill a 

box for a child in need. Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ for information on 
filling a box.  Boxes are due back on Sunday, November 21.

Every box that goes out to a child will bring to them the message of 
Jesus as their Savior!  What better way to celebrate Christmas this year?!

Peace & Joy,
Sandi Graham

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4cafaf2ca2f94-operation
http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
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Fall is in the air and that means closing out the summer projects and turning our sights on a rapidly 
approaching new year. As usual, it has been a busy year:

Garrett Kluthe completed his Boy Scout project at the NH Mission Center and our church is now 
blessed with a refreshed flower bed in front of the parking area. Thank you, Garrett, for your service and 
commitment to this project.

Peter Godshalk has begun his Scout project of making the gazebo handicapped-accessible. This is 
another quality improvement, which is much appreciated by the Trustees. Jeff Case removed several dead 
or leaning trees along the riverbank, plus the overgrown tree by the corner of the church office. Thank you, 
“Lumberjack” Jeff!  

The Halstead campus is now fully open and beginning to refill with activities.  Thank you to the angels 
who faithfully kept the weeds around the church perimeter under control during these months. Your 
faithfulness and hard work are appreciated by all. We sold the property the church owned at 6 Farview 
Ave., thereby removing related expenses from the church’s operating account.  The parking lot rebuilding 
and associated maintenance items are well underway.  When completed, the improvements will serve the 
local church for many years to come. God has indeed been good to the Trustees and to our church this 
year.

Lastly, I would like to leave you with some questions:  Did you know that we have a mission center in 
addition to our Halstead campus?  It includes two cemeteries as well as a former church building.  I would 
guess many of you realize we have a place called the NH Thrift Shop, but I’m wondering how many of 
you have been out to visit there. Do you know where it is? Have you thought about donating some of your 
time to help carry out its mission? How about the once a month free meal ministry or the planned, new 
community fellowship program, all being offered at our church’s mission center? 
My point is this:  This is a real physical structure owned by Clinton UMC.  The vision has always been that 
this will be a home for hands on mission projects that serve the northern Hunterdon County community.  
While we do many good things at the Halstead campus, this is an opportunity to go into the field to 
practice and deepen your faith.

In the coming year(s), the Trustees will be taking a look at this facility, along with the Halstead campus, 
with an eye on what is needed to support the church’s community at both locations. As one door begins to 
close, another one is beginning to open.

Dick Peete
Trustee President

Trustee’s Corner

Christmas in Song & Sing-A-Long

Save the Date! December 5 at 3pm

Make a joyful noise! Join the CUMC Choir, Praise 
Team and others as we kick off the Christmas 
season with an afternoon of musical performance 
and plenty of carol singing. Please bring your 
neighbors and friends for a celebration of song, 
prayer and fellowship. Light refreshments will 
follow.

Heather Schweitzer
CUMC Choir Director
choir@sentforothers.org

mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org%20?subject=
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Save the Date

This event is sponsored by the Thursday 
Morning Community Group

Save the Date

Our Care committee is sponsoring “Crazy Bridge” for a cold day in January.  Join together to warm up with 
a fun getting-to-know-you game in the social hall on January 15, 2022. More details to follow.

Prayer Chain
We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 

the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group
Our Moms’ Group will meet 

Saturday, November 20 at 10am in the social hall.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
Sandra Graham
This event has been postponed.
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

