
1

Easter Sunday.............................Pg. 2

Building Update ........................Pg. 2

Sermon Series ............................Pg. 3

Outdoor Services......................Pg. 3

Give Online ...................................Pg. 4

Thank You Note .........................Pg. 4

Youth Ministry .............................Pg. 5

Children’s Ministry .................. Pg. 6

Community Group .................. Pg. 6

Mission Possible ...................... Pg. 6

NH Thrift Shop ...........................Pg. 7

Mom’s Group .............................. Pg. 8

Dinner Mission ........................... Pg. 8

Prayer Chain ............................... Pg. 8

Church Seasons ....................... Pg. 9

Photo Gallery ...........................Pg. 10 

April 2021

to the April 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

I saw on TV a grandpa hugging his grandchildren for the first time in more 
than a year.  I also saw a 102-year-young grandma dancing with her great-
grandson during her TV aerobics class.  She was able to do that because 
her doctor’s prescription said, “You can hug your loved ones today.”

My sincere prayer this month is that everyone in our church family will get 
their vaccine shots as soon as possible.  Waiting for our vaccinations has 
been quite taxing, especially emotionally.  

I continue to pray for those victims of the recent shootings in Atlanta, 
Georgia, their loved ones, and the entire Asian/Asian-American and Pacific 
Islander Communities.  We held a prayer vigil for all the United Methodists 
in the Central Region of our Conference on Sunday, March 21st.  We also 
pray for the victims of the Boulder, Colorado shooting, another senseless 
tragedy.             (continue to page 2)
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Faithfully,
Pastor Brandon

Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

In the midst of these challenging times, Easter is coming!  Jesus showed us the divine power to move us 
from death/darkness to resurrection/light.  As God’s Resurrection People, you and I can claim victory in 
Jesus, not just for ourselves, but for all of our neighbors near and far.  Let’s do so in the spirit of peace, 
justice, hope and love.  My faith tells me that God’s love overcomes hate and violence.

Building Use Update
As COVID-related restrictions continue to ease, we will begin opening the church to community groups 
and other small groups. Other uses will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Please contact Sandi 
Graham (office@sentforothers.org) for more details or to reserve space. 

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
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Outdoor Services Resume

The weather is getting warmer… people are getting vaccinated… and outdoor worship has resumed 
Sundays at 10 am. We will continue to follow safety guidelines such as social distancing and mask-
wearing. You are invited to join us. Contact the church office or use the link in your Midweek News to 
save your spot. We can’t wait to see you! 

Encouraging Word Series
Encouraging Word Series: 
“Resurrection Living - The Christian Faith”

We are God’s Resurrection People, who are 
called to celebrate the gift of Resurrection Living.  
What does this mean?  How do we live out our 
Resurrection Faith in the world today?  Let’s find 
some good answers and guidance for these 
questions.  

We will continue to meet for an in-person, outdoor 
service at 10 a.m. and offer an online worship 
service from 8 a.m. on Sundays.

All Sunday Services launch online at 8am and are available 24/7 afterward.

Easter Sunday, April 4: “The Final Word Belongs To” | Mark 16:1-8

April 1:  “It’s About Trust” | 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28   

April 18:  “Drawn to Jesus” | Isaiah 40:21-31, Mark 1:29-39 

April 25:   “Faith without Works” | 2 Kings 5:1-14; Mark 1:40-45 

Sandra Graham

Sandra Graham



Sandra Graham
April 11:
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Save Time: Give Online
Getting organized for the new year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to Clinton 
UMC for the rest of the year. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled, 
“Church Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC 
using Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the 
screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts.

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online.

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to 
your list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and 
address (PO Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the 
church, this is one of our most cost-effective options.

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org.

Thank You Note

https://youtu.be/iaN0tz-AKeY
https://youtu.be/iaN0tz-AKeY
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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The JYM had a fun March which included a treasure 
hunt, a private movie showing, and a chance to 
spread some Easter kindness to some of our church 
members. 

As the weather gets warmer, and the church begins 
to reopen, the youth look forward to getting back 
to a more “normal” schedule. Thank you all for your 
prayers over the winter. We were blessed with good 
weather almost every Sunday which allowed us to 
continue to meet in-person and continue to build 
relationships with each other through this difficult 
season. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for 
our youth program in the following ways: 

• Pray for our spring program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely, and that we 
can return to a more “normal” schedule. 

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for mental and emotional health as the end of this pandemic is drawing ever nearer, yet continues to 
remain uncertain. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Youth Ministry

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries
jess@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
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Children’s Ministry

Throughout the Lenten Season, our Sunday school kids have been doing Lenten-related activities both 
at our in-person services and at home. Specifically, crafts related to the Easter story were given out and 
mailed to the kids. The highlight of the Easter season for our Children’s Ministry this year is a brand-new 
activity—Egging! The Sunday school students had their houses “egged” in the days before Easter Sunday. 
Easter eggs were sneakily hidden in yards so that when the kids went outside, they found a surprise egg 
hunt!

Peace,

Faith Evers, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
Faith@sentforothers.org

Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 

information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

MissionPossible
CUMC Scout Plans North Hunterdon Eagle Project

Garrett Kluthe, a faithful member of our Journey Youth 
Ministry and Clinton United Methodist Church, is a 
Life Scout from Troop 191 and is in the final stages 
of getting his Eagle Scout Project approved. For his 
project, Garrett plans to revamp, refresh and renew the 
landscaping in front of the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. 

“I will be refurbishing the garden in front of the North 
Hunterdon Thrift Shop,” Garrett said. “I will replace the 
overgrown grasses with low maintenance flowers and 
bushes. After refurbishing the garden, the sign will be 
able to be used and display messages.”
He has big plans for his project and is seeking support 
from the congregation. Support can come in several 
ways.

If you would like to help Garrett out, or get some more information about his Eagle Scout Project, please 
contact him at garrettkluthe@gmail.com.

Greg Crawford
Mission Chair

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://sentforothers.churchcenter.com/groups/community-groups
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:garrettkluthe%40gmail.com?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update
A joyful Easter and sparkling spring 
to all! 

The North Hunterdon Thrift Shop 
thanks all those who have donated 
shoes to the shop’s big Soles4Souls 
Shoe Drive Mission, which started 
March 1 and aims to collect 5,000 
pairs of shoes by April 30. So far, 
the drive has brought in about 1,100 
pairs of shoes. That’s an impressive 
amount, but we encourage all 
to clean out their closets to help 
us meet our goal as the mission 
continues this month. Shoes of all 
types, conditions and sizes, and for 
any season, can be dropped off at 
the shop during shop hours, after 
calling 908-735-0177, or they can 
be placed in the large blue plastic 
containers outside the shop after 
hours. They can also be dropped off 
at the church office and, after hours, 
can be left on the office porch at the 
ramp door. S4S distributes shoes 

and clothing around the world to create sustainable jobs and provide relief to those in need. Families in the 
program can refurbish and sell the donated shoes to help pay for food, housing and education.

The shop’s new Chic & Unique Wardrobe Mission will premiere on April 1 with a fashion showcase video on 
the shop’s Facebook page and on Instagram at #northhunterdonthrift. The shop’s two young designers, 
Fashion Merchandising Intern Natalya Tasso and Gillian Honeycutt, a shop volunteer, will create chic and 
unique outfits from the shop’s collection which will be modeled by church youth and others in a monthly 
showcase. Besides revealing the quality and variety of our merchandise and the creativity of our designers, 
the mission’s goal is to promote a positive self-image in everyone, “to inspire people to be unique in their 
own way and to open a door of acceptance for all, no matter your size, color or roots,” said Shop Manager 
Danielle Banes.

Families can celebrate Mom and shop for her in a fun, safe setting at the shop’s Mother’s Day Extravaganza 
on Saturday, May 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. The kid-friendly event will feature an outdoor tent sale, free 
snacks and kids’ activity stations. 

The shop is accepting donations of clean, good-quality spring and summer clothing and home goods in 
a contact-free process and by appointment only by calling the shop at 908-735-0177. For details of this 
process, visit the shop’s Facebook page or our website. This month we’re also seeking donations of high 
school and college gear. 

For more information, call or email danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Blessings,

Emily Colo, NH Thrift Shop volunteer

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive the prayers of our people each 
week.  We appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. 
Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Dinner Mission Launched at NH Thrift Shop

Moms’ Group

In partnership with Thrift Shop Manager Danielle Banes and her volunteers, we have launched a 
dinner mission effort to distribute free dinners once a month to anyone who would like one.  The 
program is offered on the last Wednesday of each month, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Anyone interested 
is asked to register for our contactless distribution. Contact Greg Crawford at gcrawf216@gmail.
com or 908.343.1936.

Greg Crawford

Mission Chair

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, April 17, location TBD.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail?subject=
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Easter Week:  The week of Christian observances leading to Easter Sunday. It begins with Palm 
Sunday (March 28, purple or red) and progresses through Holy or Maundy Thursday (purple or red) 
and Good Friday (black). It culminates with the Easter Sunday (April 4, white) celebrations.

The vast majority of the world’s Christians, including United Methodists, have used the following 
means to arrive at the timing of our celebrations during Holy Week. 

•  Thursday evening: Last Supper and Great Commandment.  After sundown marks the beginning 
of the first day (Eve of Friday). Jesus is arrested and tried.

•  Friday morning: First day continues, and Jesus is executed, removed from the cross and buried.

•  Friday sundown: Second day begins. (Eve of Sabbath/Saturday).

•  Saturday (sunrise to sunset): Jesus lies in the tomb.

•  Saturday sundown: Third day begins. (Eve of Sunday).

•  Sunday morning: Third day continues and Jesus is raised from the dead.

The Sundays of Easter:

For Christians, Easter is not just one day - it’s a season of 50 days. Easter season begins at sunset 
on the eve of Easter and ends with Pentecost, May 23, 2021.

Easter season is more than an extended celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early 
church, Lent was a season when persons who wished to become Christians were learning how 
to live the way of Jesus and preparing for baptism on Easter Sunday. The original purpose of the 
Easter season was to continue the formation of new Christians in the faith.

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what we mean when we say 
Christ is risen and that we, as the church, are the body of the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing 
on the core doctrines and mysteries of the faith and for preparing for the ministries the Spirit has 
empowered us to undertake in Jesus’ name.

The color for this season is gold.

Church Season

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-is-the-easter-season-50-days-long
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

John Tamburro
Digital Ministry Lead Coordinator

johnny@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:johnny%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

