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September 2021

to the September 2021 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Greetings in the peace and joy of Christ!

Hope you all had a great summer.  We are gearing up to start a robust 
fall season with great opportunities to worship, be in fellowship, learn and 
serve together. 

For our fall season’s theme for our ministry, I have chosen “MAKE 
DISCIPLES, GROW DISCIPLES.”  The mission of the church is “to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  It is a great 
time to reaffirm our mission.  And in everything we say and do together, let 
us keep our eyes on “making disciples and growing disciples.” 

For this fall season, we are offering new adult classes for seekers, new 
believers and seasoned disciples.  For example, I will be leading a new 
Bible class entitled “Invitation to the New Testament” after worship on 
Sunday, beginning September 26.  There will be other new classes for you 
to join as well.

I thank you all for your resilient faith, faithfulness, and generous support of 
your church, especially during this pandemic season.  Please stay healthy 
and well in the Lord!

Peace and Grace,
Pastor Brandon, Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Sermon Series

Encouraging Word Series

September 5: “Labor of Love” | Exodus 20:8-10; 
Psalm 128:2

New Series: “Make Disciples, Grow Disciples!”  

September 12: “Call Disciples!” | Matthew 4:18-22

September 19: “Make Disciples!” | Matthew 28:18-20

September 26: “Grow Disciples!” | Luke 6:40; 2 Peter 
3:18; 2 Corinthians 5:7

Fall Bible Studies

Want to go deeper in your faith? We will offer 
several short-term Bible studies this fall, 
beginning the week of September 26. Classes 
are in person but we’re exploring adding a 
Zoom link for those who are interested. If you’d 
like to attend, please buy a book and RSVP to 
the church office (office@sentforothers.org). 
Scholarships are available through the church 
office. 

Introduction to the New Testament (8 weeks)
Sundays after worship. Facilitated by Rev. Dr. 
Brandon Cho.
What does the story of Jesus mean for 
our daily lives and our faith communities? 
Together we will explore the writings of the 
New Testament using the story of Jesus as the 
starting point. We’ll discover how the early church was shaped by the story of Jesus. Whether you’re new 
to the Bible or want to explore the New Testament in a new way, this Bible study is for you. You can buy the 
book on Cokesbury.com or click here. 

How to Pray (6 weeks)
Tuesday nights at 7. Facilitated by Mary Fitzpatrick.
“Prayer is not an occasional exercise… it is a life attitude.” Renowned evangelist E. Stanley Jones shares 
his excellent—and practical—advice for those who want to commit or recommit to their prayer life. Topics 
include the steps of prayer, the time and place for prayer, how prayer brings us into a deeper relationship 
with God, and more. You can buy the book on Cokesbury.com or click here.  

Saving Grace - Money Management from a Wesleyan Perspective (6 weeks)
Wednesday nights at 7. Facilitated by Donna Sims. 
 Money…is it good or is it bad? How do we, as people of faith, create healthy relationships with money and 
possessions? Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being provides the text and practical tools (including 
downloadable worksheets!) you need to address the topics of saving, earning, giving, spending, and debt, 
along with helpful strategies for achieving a sustainable financial life. You can buy the participant workbook 
on Cokesbury.com or click here. 

http://cokesbury.com/
https://www.cokesbury.com/Invitation-to-the-New-Testament-Participant-Book?refq=introduction%20to%20the%20new%20testament%20-%20%20a%20short%20term%20disciple%20bible%20study
http://cokesbury.com/
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780835813785-How-to-Pray
http://cokesbury.com/
https://www.cokesbury.com/Saving-Grace-Participant-Workbook?refq=saving%20grace%20participant%20workbook
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Homecoming Sunday
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JYM

August was a busy month for the JYM (Journey Youth Ministry). 
We went on a mission retreat to the Pinelands Center, had 
some water fun, and a trip to an amusement park. September 
will bring us back to our normal routine. We will meet in the 
youth room each Sunday from 5:30pm-7:30pm unless noted 
otherwise. All youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at 
any time and dinner will be provided.

The schedule will be as follows:

September 5 - JYM is closed for the Labor Day holiday 

September 12 - Annual Kick-Off BBQ (4pm-7pm)

September 19 - Mission night

September 26 - Squad night

As we return to our normal program in the fall, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday. If you 
are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group, please 
visit this link or reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM

New for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-a-month gathering that will offer fun, games, community, 
and an introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Starting September 12, Jr. JYM will be held the 
2nd Sunday of each month for 2 hours after church in the youth room. September’s meeting will be held 
from 11:30am to 1:30pm and a pizza lunch will be provided. 

(Youth Ministry continue to next page)

Youth Ministry

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways: 

• Pray for our fall program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they work to help others. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries 
jess@sentforothers.org 

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org%20%20?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

We have been studying Bible stories from 
the Gospels, specifically stories that tell us 
how Jesus taught us to act. We talked about 
being kind to others, being a good friend, 
praying, and helping to heal others!

Peace,
Faith Evers, Coordinator of Children’s 
Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

Because You Give
Have you ever been part of Clinton UMC’s Kids’ Camp 
(aka VBS)? Those kids have a good time! Because 
you give, children from our church and from the local 
community learned this summer that God made all of 
creation, including each one of us. They discovered 
that getting to know Jesus is fun. You are helping plant 
seeds of faith that will continue to grow. 

There are many ways to share your financial gifts. 
You can add Clinton UMC to your online bill pay list 
(no fees for this option); pay using your credit card 
through our app or website; put a check in the offering 
plate; or stop by or mail your gift to the office: PO Box 
5331, Clinton NJ, 08809. Thank you for your generous 
gifts! 

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=


7

Men’s Ministry

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness 
Month – a time to share both information and hope. 
The pandemic has taken a toll on us all. To raise 
awareness of and destigmatize various mental 
health issues, North Hunterdon Thrift Shop and 
Clinton UMC are collaborating on a mental health 
mission for the third quarter of 2021.

As part of the initiative, yard signs will be available 
for a $10 donation, along with mental health 
resources from local organizations. 

 For a $10 donation, you can share a message of 
hope with a “You Are Enough” sign. Grab a sign in 
our social hall. Proceeds will benefit the Hunterdon 
chapter of NAMI (National Alliance of Mental Illness).

Signs of Hope

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am with them.”
Alex Vasilantone, Chair, Men’s Ministry

Contact:  alex.vasilantone@gmail.com or text 908-500-0220

mailto:alex.vasilantone%40gmail.com?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop
Summer Clearance Sale – Saturday, September 18, 8:30 am – 2:00 pm.  Come to find some fabulous 
buys on all summer items!

It’s time to think Fall!  August 30 – September 6 the shop will be closed to “revamp” for the Fall season.

Items we are looking for:

Halloween items/costumes, school supplies, Fall items/clothing, kitchenware, small appliances and all 
things denim.

The shop accepts donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods in a contact-free process 
and by appointment only by calling the shop (908-735-0177). For details of this process, visit the shop’s 
Facebook page or our website. Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new 
people, and get a great discount, in a safe environment, is encouraged to become a thrift shop volunteer. 

For more information, call the shop or email danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or 
Instagram.

North Hunterdon Mission Center Update
Prayer is powerful, and the Dream Team would like to invite you to pray with us as we begin revitalizing 
both our worship space and Thrift Shop. You are invited to join us for a:

Prayer Service

Saturday, September 25, 5 pm

North Hunterdon Mission Center 

RSVP to office@sentforothers.org

(Space is limited; RSVP required)

While this evening will be an important time for our church family to pray together, we ask that you 
please include our efforts in your daily prayers!

Please pray for God to:

      ∙ Lead us through refinements to our vision and strategy

      ∙ Bless our renovations and other logistical details

      ∙ Bring new worshippers to our new faith community

      ∙ Raise up people to share testimonies and music

      ∙ Bless current missions (Thrift Shop, monthly dinner, etc.) and those that are to come

      ∙ Give us discernment and grace for each challenge we face

As we move forward with planning for a non-traditional worship service and additional missions, our free 
monthly meal program (available on the last Wednesday of every month) continues to gain traction.

If you would like more information or have any questions, please contact Greg Crawford (gcrawf216@
gmail.com) or Nick Tonzetich (ntonzetich@gmail.com).

Greg Crawford

NH Dream Team Co-Chair

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ntonzetich%40gmail.com?subject=
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MissionPossible

Save the date!

As a longtime partner of Family Promise of Hunterdon County, our Clinton UMC congregation knows how 
important shelter is for individuals and families striving to build a better life for themselves. The pandemic 
has made it many times harder, especially since Family Promise has not been able to engage its host 
congregations. Our air mattresses have stayed deflated for more than a year, and our army of volunteers 
has not been able to serve meals and offer fellowship.

But that hasn’t stopped this vital organization from doing all it can to help those struggling with 
homelessness. Since early 2020, Family Promise has been housing clients in local hotels at a tremendous 
cost. At the same time, Executive Director Angela Fields and the board of trustees have been working 
hard to find a permanent shelter facility. That work is ongoing.

Today, we have a new opportunity to help. It may not be setting up rooms for people to spend a week or 
two at our church—who knows if and when that will even happen again—but it is no less important for the 
organization and the people it serves.

Mark your calendars for Thursday, Oct. 14. That’s when Family Promise of Hunterdon County will be 
hosting its virtual benefit gala to celebrate 31 years of supporting families in Hunterdon County! The virtual 
event will be held from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

At CUMC, we will be hosting a watch party that will feature dinner and dessert and some other 
fun activities. For more information on the Family Promise event, call 908.782.2490, email info@
familypromisehc.org, or contact Brenda Jaffe (brendarjaffe@yahoo.com) or Laura Tonzetich (ltonzetich@
gmail.com). For information about the CUMC event, contact Brenda Jaffe, Laura Tonzetich or Greg 
Crawford (gcrawf216@gmail.com).

Greg Crawford

Mission Chair

Thank You Note
Dear CUMC,

Please accept this donation on behalf of our mother, Carol Severe.  Your generosity and support of the AA 
community played a significant role in her 19 years of sobriety.  Thank you for allowing us to celebrate her 
life at the church.  We know that this church and all of the people here meant a lot to her.

With much gratitude,

The Severe family

mailto:info%40familypromisehc.org?subject=
mailto:info%40familypromisehc.org?subject=
mailto:brendarjaffe%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:ltonzetich%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ltonzetich%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet 

Saturday, September 18 at 10am in the social hall.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Photo Gallery - Kids Camp

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

