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September 2020

to the September 2020 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Greetings in the peace of Christ!  I have been praying for each of you.  I 
know it has been challenging to navigate through these uncertain times.  
Let us keep the faith and live courageously, while believing that we can do 
all things through Christ who gives us strength.

While our church building remains closed, our ministry keeps on going.  
During this pandemic, we are learning to serve creatively.  We are also 
seeing the new normal for our daily life and faith journey.  One unchanging 
reality is that God is greater than our health crisis, and God loves us, cares 
for us and guides us.

Mecan Payne started her new ministry as the Program Director of Camping 
Ministry in GNJ as of August 17, 2020.  We thank God for her and Corbin for 
their faithful ministry for the last 5 years.  They are in the process of moving 
to the Pinelands.  We wish them God’s speed and fruitful ministry for our 
next generations.

I am happy to introduce Jess Vega as our new Director of Youth Ministry.  
Clinton UMC has been the home of Jess’ faith journey ever since she was 
a youth.  She has been the lead adult advisor for our church’s youth group.  
She is very passionate about mission, making disciples of Jesus Christ, and 
developing servant-leaders.  “I hope to step further into my call to youth 
ministry…by incorporating more missional work and expanding the group’s 
relations both within the church and community.  I believe this will help 
them grow inward, outward, and in faith through relational ministry.”

I am also delighted to introduce to you Johnny Tamburro as our new Digital 
Ministry Lead for our church.  Johnny’s home church is Bridgewater UMC, 
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where his mother is serving as the associate pastor.  He has been working creatively and closely with both 
music and technology in his entire life.  He earned a BA in music, with classical guitar performance and 
composition.  He hopes to use his talents to assist in keeping people connected, up to date, and engaged 
in ministry.  By the way, he also worked as a personal trainer.

We are going to launch an outdoor service in the church parking lot on Sunday, September 13, at 9 a.m.  
Our Responsible Reentry Team has worked diligently together to come up with this option.  Please contact 
the church office to make your reservation. Please bring your own chair for seating and wear a mask.  We 
will set aside some additional chairs if you need one.

I am blessed to walk with you through this pandemic.  And thank you for your faithful and generous 
support of your beloved church.  God bless you and see you soon.  Joyfully and Faithfully, 

  Lead Pastor Brandon Cho
  brandon@sentforothers.org

A New Sermon Series: “Towards the New Normal” September 6 - October 11

On Sunday, September 6, we will begin a new series of messages entitled “Towards the New 
Normal.” Everyone goes through seasons in life when things don’t go well and there seem to 
be no immediate solutions. What do you do when there’s nothing you can do? What do you 
do when you have a problem that seems to have no solution? During difficult times we’re 
tempted to run or give up, but it is possible to hang on to joy, hope, and patience during 
these times. 

Through September we will look at Five faith catalysts that help us to grow in our faith – 
such as “pivotal circumstances.”  So, join us as we explore what we can do during this “in-
between” time.

September 6: “Where is God?” - Matthew 11:2-6
September 13: “Peace during the Pandemic” - 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
September 20: “Finding Contentment” - Philippians 4:10-13
September 27: “Seeing A New Vision” - John 9:1-3
October 4: “Believe and Persevere” - James 1:1-8
October 11: “Finding Purpose in the Pain” - 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
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You’re invited to worship outdoors with us at the riverfront 
Sunday, September 13 at 9am! We’ll have a simple service 
with music, prayer, and a message. This is one of the next 
steps in our “Responsible Reentry” plan to take small, safe 
steps toward being together again. 

To help us keep this gathering safe for yourself and others, 
please:
•  Register in advance using this link.  Attendance is limited,  
   so register now.
• Park in the municipal lot across the street if you are able.  A    
   limited number of spaces will be available in the 12 Halstead    
parking lot. 
•  Bring your own lawn chairs and masks.
•  Follow the safety instructions you receive after registering. 

We will have our usual online service at 10 am that morning for those who prefer to worship from home.

Outdoor Service September 13

Our grand reopening tent sale on August 8 was a great success! Thank you to 
all those who made the day possible. And a huge thanks to my varsity team 
of volunteers, who dedicated so much time to prepare.

As we continue to provide great quality items at affordable prices, we are 
excited to announce our new “Kids’ Closet” program this fall. Starting 
September 1, our brand-new mission will provide outfits to families who need 
them for school or just playing at home or grandma’s house. Families send us 
an application form for each of their children, and they will receive up to five 
outfits for school (subject to availability). Starting September 1, applications 
will be available at local schools, the church office and the Thrift Shop. If 
you or anyone you know might benefit from this new mission, contact me 
(danielle@sentforothers.org) or the church office (office@sentforothers.org). 

Our upcoming events for September include a kids’ clothing sale ($2 or less) 
and a semi/formal dress sale. Our Halloween Shop will open in our sanctuary sales floor on Monday, 
September 28. 

We are excited about our new contact-free donation system. Donors can 
park in our designated donation spot, pop their trunk full of gently loved 
items, and a volunteer will then take donated items, close your trunk and 
give you a donation receipt. Donations are accepted during shop hours. This 
month we especially need kids’ clothes, Halloween costumes and decor, 
and fall home decor. We thank you for your generosity and donations.

We look forward to seeing you soon! We will continue to follow all COVID-19 
guidelines for safety and health and continue all sanitation practices 
including: wearing masks at all times, practicing 6ft. social distancing, and 
sanitizing all common areas and items for sale and clothing. 

Don’t forget to check out our Facebook and Instagram for special sales! Stay 
safe, stay blessed, and stay smiling. 

Danielle Banes, Manager, NH Thrift Shop 

NH Thrift Shop Update

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48ABAF2FA4FB6-outdoor
mailto:danielle@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
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Youth Ministry

~ Jess Vega, Director of Youth Ministries
jess@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

The schedule for the month of September is as follows:

September 6 - Labor Day Weekend (No Youth Group)

September 13 - Youth Group Kick-off Night

September 20 - Worship Night

September 27 - Game Night

All students in 6th-12th grade are welcome to join.

We ask that you would please pray for our youth program in the following ways: 

    • Pray for physical health for our students, youth families and leaders. 

    • Pray for mental and emotional health during this uncertain time in our world. 

    • Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our     
      students. 

    • Pray for our students, that they may have peace as they navigate a new and unusual school year.

    • Pray for our fall program, that pieces would fall into place for us to continue to meet together in-   
      person and grow in our faith.

The students have been enjoying the chance to 
connect each Sunday as we meet outdoors to 
hammock, play games, chat, and just be present in 
each other’s lives. Along with everyone else in the 
world, the youth group is working on finding their 
“new norm.” We will continue to meet outdoors and 
in-person as we navigate the start of a strange new 
school year and a change in leadership. We will meet 
from 5:30-8pm each Sunday in the CUMC parking 
lot. **Mask Required** All attendees are in charge of 
bringing their own mask and chair.

Upon Bishop Schol’s recommendation and blessing, 
we will offer you a virtual holy communion during the 
10 am online worship on Sunday, September 6. Holy 
Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is an invitation from 
Christ to take part in the special meal he shared with his 
disciples just before he was crucified.

It’s easy to be part of this special time. Just gather bread 
and juice or similar elements you have at home. Pastor 
Brandon will lead us through the liturgy. We hope you 
will join us at this table of love!  

Online Communion

mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
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Last month, Clinton’s Virtual Kids’ Camp premiered! 
During the first week in August, our kids had the 
opportunity to see their Sunday school teachers 
and to sing and do crafts with them in five different 
Kids’ Camp episodes. You can find Clinton’s Kids’ 
Camp on our YouTube channel and Facebook 
page, so no worries if you missed it; you can still 
watch! 

Peace,

Faith Evers

Director of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Children’s Ministry

• Before you give, take a moment to thank God for all the good gifts you’ve received

• Write some of those gifts down, and keep your list for a while 

• Write down why you give. Each person’s answer is unique to them

• Ask God to give you the gift of generosity and to bless and multiply your gift 

• Think of what your gift will do (for example, help us teach kids about Jesus, support online services)

Thank you for your generosity. May your gifts bless Clinton UMC and you as well. 

The New Offering Plate

There’s no question: Giving online feels different from 
putting an offering in a plate that’s passed after an 
inspiring sermon. 

Like so many other things, Covid-19 has changed giving 
for the time being. But it hasn’t changed why we give:

• Giving is an act of worship that says “thank you” to God 
for God’s generous provision

• Giving shows trust that God will continue to provide

• Giving fuels Clinton UMC’s goal of sharing God’s love 
as far as we can

If giving online or by mail feels different to you, here are 
some ideas for connecting with God in that moment of 
giving:

mailto:faith@sentforothers.org
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MissionPossible

Be the hands and feet of Christ: We have a few 
mission opportunities coming up over the next 
few months. Both the Norwescap Food Bank and 
Habitat for Humanity are welcoming volunteers 
using all the social distance protocols necessary. If 
you are interested, please contact Greg Crawford at 
908.343.1936 (call or text) to learn more.

Greg Crawford

Missions Team leader

gcrawf216@gmail.com

908.343.1936

CUMC will be collecting donations for the Flemington 
Food Pantry. Donations to the pantry are typically lower 
during the summer months.  A list of items currently 
needed at the pantry is listed below. Donations are due 
by September 21. 

Items may be dropped off at the back door of the church 
office (ramp door).  If you would like someone to pick up 
your donation from your home please call, email or text 
Jill Puleo at jillpuleo@comcast.net or 908-455-0706. 

Thank you for your generosity.

Join Our Food Drive for the Flemington Food Pantry!

• Salad dressing
• Crushed or diced tomatoes
• Vegetable soup
• Vegetable beef soup
• Dish detergent
• Pepper

• Body wash
• Crackers
• Size 6 diapers
• Sanitary pads
• Poise pads, regular length
• Tissues
• Paper towels

Stephen Ministry: Help for Hurting People

Are you or someone you love going through a tough time? Our trained 
Stephen Ministers provide Christ-centered, confidential care to people 
who are hurting. They meet weekly with individuals and walk with them 
through difficult life situations, including grief, divorce, job loss, and 
illness. Stephen Ministers provide emotional support; they are not a 
substitute for professional counseling.

If you think you might need a Stephen Minister or want to learn more 
about Stephen Ministry, contact beth@sentforothers.org. 

mailto:gcrawf216@gmail.com
mailto:jillpuleo@comcast.net
mailto:beth@sentforothers.org
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of need.  Call 
or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.  Prayer is a 
treasure that is never exhausted.

Book/Puzzle Exchange

Mom’s Group

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles (no missing 
pieces) with the community is running smoothly. There is a 
bin on the front steps of the church for this purpose. If you 

don’t have one to trade that’s OK, take one anyway.

Tell your friends!

Our Moms’ Group is currently meeting once a week 
via Zoom. 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 

908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 
information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo@comcast.net
https://sentforothers.churchcenter.com/groups/community-groups
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Director of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

John Tamburro
Digital Ministry Lead 

johnny@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

choir@sentforothers.org

Lauren Case
Worship Producer

lauren@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Director of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:johnny%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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