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September 2022

to the September 2022 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

A New Season

The freshness of a new school year and a new season in the life of the 
church is always full of a mixture of emotions: the anticipation and anxiety 
of going back to school, the excitement for programs to start back up 
in full swing, as well as sadness at the loss of the relaxed pace of the 
summer months. 

In this emotional overload, it is important for us to breathe deeply of the 
Spirit that centers and sustains us. To ground ourselves in who and whose 
we are, and to trust that God is moving in exciting new ways in our church. 
We are a people who are deeply loved by God and called to share that 
overflowing love with others. We do that through worship and Christian 
education, through community groups and Bible studies, our fellowship 
and service opportunities, through children and youth ministries, and more! 
As we move into this next season of our church life together, we do so with 
the hope and prayer that we can share the amazing gift of our church with 
others—simply because it has been such a blessing to us!

In the coming weeks and months, I invite you to be in prayer for our 
church, this community of faith that has become a family, sustaining and 
strengthening us over the years—as well as the new people we hope to 
reach through our ministries. 

(continue to next page)
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Worship - September 4 through October 9

September Worship:

September 4: Wrapping up “Crossing Paths with Jesus” Series 

“Discovering Faith that Transcends” | Matthew 15:21-28

September 11: “Homecoming” Sunday 

“Lessons from a Sunflower” | Hebrews 12:1-2

It is through prayer and working together that God’s good work will continue to pour forth from our 
amazing church! I wait with excitement and joy as we enter this new season, and celebrate all we have 
already accomplished together.

Peace,

Pastor Jess 

Senior Pastor

pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

September 18: “Waiting for a Miracle” | Ephesians 4:11-16

September 25: “Imperfectly Perfect” | 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10

October 2: “Talk about Bruno” | Luke 4:16-21, 29-30

October 9: “Love Conquering Fear” | John 14:25-31

Sermon Series  “Encanto”

Movies are full of life lessons, and Disney’s 
Encanto is packed with them, not only about life, 

but also about our faith! Join us on the journey 
as we explore more about how we are each 

uniquely gifted, invited to share the load of caring 
for our community together, and reminded to 

embrace love over fear. Hope to see you in 
worship, either in person or online!

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=


3

Homecoming September 11

Sunday, September 11 is our homecoming 
service! Whether you’ve been worshiping with 

us all summer long or haven’t seen us in a while, 
please join us. Worship in the way that works best 
for you: in-person, on YouTube, or on Facebook. 

New Short-Term Study: Faithful and Inclusive

Have you ever wrestled with a seeming tension between God’s Word and fully 
welcoming LGBTQ persons in the church? This six-session, video-based study explores 

topics including what the Bible says about homosexuality, how our culture influences 
how we read the Bible, how scripture is interpreted by United Methodists, and how 

biblical scholars can come to different interpretations of the same passages. This course 
is not designed to lead everyone to think alike but to help each participant form their own 

opinion. RSVP appreciated; you can use this link, email or call the church, or sign up on 
Sunday mornings. 

Faithful and Inclusive Study
Led by Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Starting the week of September 26

Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am at CUMC
Wednesdays at 7 pm on Zoom

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=47617637-23a4-4489-bdc4-5546eb7a889e
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New Community Group Launched

Peter and Robin Godshalk are starting a new 
community group, which will meet at their home in 
Phillipsburg, on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm starting on 
September 14. If you’ve been looking for a group or 
just want more information, contact the Godshalks 

(rlgodshalk@yahoo.com) or the church office.

Lay Servant Classes: Cultivate Your Servant Heart

Want to cultivate your servant heart and nurture your gifts? Take a lay servant class offered by the United 
Methodists of Greater New Jersey. Both introductory and advanced courses are offered. For more detail 
on what it means to be a lay servant, click here. 

Introductory classes will be held in September and October. For those who are Certified Lay Servants, 
recertification is necessary every three years. There are several different ways you can be recertified. 

Reading a paper copy of the newsletter and can’t access links? Go to www.gnjumc.org , click on 
Leadership Resources, and then on Leadership Academy for more information.  

Children’s Ministry

Sunday School meets year-round, but we’re looking forward to the routine of fall and the activities it 
will bring! Sunday school meets during the 10am service every Sunday.  We make fun a priority and 
love doing crafts and playing games to help us learn about God and Jesus’ love.  Join us this fall for our 
annual “Moses Month” filled with our favorite activities!

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:rlgodshalk%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.gnjumc.org/news/lay-servant-101/
https://www.gnjumc.org/leadership-academy/lay-servant-ministries/basic-lay-servant-class/
https://www.gnjumc.org/leadership-academy/lay-servant-ministries/re-certification/
http://www.gnjumc.org/
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

August at the JYM passed with lots of fun activities! We had a water 
day with the Jr. JYM, went tubing down the Delaware River, spent a 
day at Six Flags, and had a competitive round of mini-golf.
September will bring us back to routines as our students start back 
at school and we resume our typical school-year programming. We 
will end the month with a return to IGNITE, the annual GNJ United 
Methodist youth conference held in Wildwood, NJ! We are so 
excited about this and have missed it the last couple years as it was 
canceled due to the pandemic.
We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-
7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All youth entering grades 6-12 are 
welcome to join us any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE:
September 4 - CLOSED for Labor Day weekend 
September 11 - Annual JYM Kickoff 
September 18 - Squad Night
September 25 - Squad Night
September 30-October 2 - IGNITE

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group. Reach out to Jess Vega 
(jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bimonthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) programming and opportunities. Our 
August programming included water fun with the JYM and a treasure hunt around Clinton with an ice 
cream treasure!

Jr. JYM SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE:
September 11, 5:30-7:30pm - Annual Kickoff BBQ (Family and friends welcome!) 
September 25, 11:30a-1:00pm - Game Day
Friends are always welcome. 

We ask that you please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
•  Pray for our fall program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
•  Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
•  Pray for our students as they return to school and all the challenges that brings with it.
•  Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Invites Made Easy

If you love worshiping at Clinton UMC but aren’t sure how to invite your friends and family, the Encanto 
sermon series might be just the thing. Why?
•  We’ll be talking about themes most people can identify with, like community, caring, gifts, and 
embracing love over fear.
•  We’re kicking off the series by showing the movie and having lunch right after the service September 18 
(all free).

We’ll offer several invites that you can share. Paper invites will be available at church, and online invites will 
be available on Facebook and here. 

Inviting people into a closer relationship with Jesus can seem a bit intimidating, but we’re exploring ways 
to make it fun. If you have ideas for making invites easy, please share them with Pastor Jess or the church 
office. 

MissionPossible

For Whom Were You Sent?

As you probably know, our motto or creed at Clinton United Methodist Church is “Sent for Others.” And if 
you drive out of the parking lot, a sign tells you that when you leave the church grounds, you are entering 
the mission field.

How much time have you spent thinking about the person or people you have been sent for?
For the past year or so, we have been working to serve the people in the communities around the North 
Hunterdon Thrift Shop with a monthly free meal. What began as simply a pick-up meal evolved to include 
a sit-down meal option with an accompanying program. We have hosted discussions around inclusivity 
and using the right language, homelessness and helping people who are unhoused; we have had music, 
comedy, and yoga.

The monthly meals have been wonderfully supported by many people from our church in the form of 
presence and, importantly, dollars. 

And it’s a blessing to see old and new friends breaking bread together!
As we seek to continue to build and evolve the program at North Hunterdon, we are looking for folks who 
are interested in supporting this important mission with their hands and feet. We need people to partner 
with the Thrift Shop volunteers to serve customers, plan and execute our monthly meals, plan our calendar 
of events, publicize what’s happening to the nearby communities, and do many other exciting things.
If you are interested in learning more and finding out how your gifts match up with the North Hunterdon 
Thrift Shop and meal ministry, please raise your hand! Thank you! 

Greg Crawford
gcrawf216@gmail.com
908.343.1936

https://www.sentforothers.org/encanto
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
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NH Mission Center: Monthly Dinner at NH

You’re Invited

Free Dinner at North Hunterdon

Help us share love with this community! 

Saturday, September 17, 5-6:30 pm*

North Hunterdon Campus

51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

NH Thrift Shop Update

Fall is just around the corner and the NH Thrift Shop offers local 
shoppers a variety of women’s, men’s, and children’s fall and winter 
clothing, along with shoes, boots, jewelry, accessories, books, media, 
housewares, fall and Halloween décor, antiques, electronics, and 
vintage items.  Come and take a look around this cozy shop. 

September sales include the following: Clothing with blue or green 
tags will be only $1.00.  Halloween decor and costumes will be 50% off 
during the whole month of September. The best sale in the shop is the 
basket of children’s clothing for only $5.00.  September is the perfect 
time to purchase those winter clothes and shoes for school.

Don’t forget the winter coat drive! You can help the homeless in our 
area by donating new or gently used coats to bring some warmth and 
comfort to the less fortunate this winter. The coats for adults will be 
given to the shop’s partner in the mission, the nonprofit Safe Harbor, a 
facility for the homeless in Easton, Pa. Donated children’s coats will go 
to various family outreach programs in Hunterdon County.

The shop is continuing to collect shoes of all types, conditions 
and sizes for donation to the nonprofit, micro-enterprise program, 

Soles4Souls (S4S). S4S distributes the shoes to needy families worldwide, who can repair and sell them to 
help pay for food, housing, and education.

Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and get a great 
discount is encouraged to become a North Hunterdon Thrift Shop volunteer! If interested in volunteering 
or for more information about the shop, call the shop at 908-735-0177 or email office@sentforothers.org, 
or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Be blessed,

Jane Treece, Lead Volunteer

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Because You Give

Even though I only attended this church for two years before going 
away to college, those two years were so incredibly formative for me 
spiritually and vocationally. The summer before college, I went on a 
mission trip with the CUMC youth group to New York City through the 
Center for Student Missions. That trip really grew a love for service and 
ministry in my heart and ended up changing the trajectory of my path 
over the last 15 years! I ended up getting involved in urban ministry 
and service while I was in college, worked for Center for Student 
Missions for about a year after college, and decided to pursue student 
ministry and development since then.  

Hannah Schundler recently returned to the United States from serving 
at LCC International University, a Christian university in Lithuania that 
serves students from many different countries and faith backgrounds. 
The quote above is from the introduction to a message she shared 
with us in July. (If you didn’t get to hear her message, you can click 
here or go to Clinton UMC’s YouTube channel.)

Hannah is now based in Boston and working for HOPE International, 
a Christ-centered economic development organization that empowers families around the globe by 
providing access to loans and saving services. She is excited to stay involved in a global ministry that is 
committed to discipleship and holistic development.

Sometimes it’s hard to imagine how your giving could transform hearts. Hannah’s story, which took a 
dramatic turn after a CUMC mission trip, is just one real-life example. On top of that, Hannah’s mission 
work has spurred transformations in the hearts of many of the students she served, with some saying yes 
to a relationship with Jesus during her time there. 

Transformation often ripples outward, and that powerful ripple will undoubtedly continue in her work at 
HOPE International. 

Because you give, lives are changed. Thank you for your generosity. 

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship 
and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each week by those who are 
willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen 
on Sunday morning to learn more and see the bulletin board 
to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry. Please 
consider volunteering for this important mission opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.
org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are 
available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check 
made out to CUMC.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0GzT_pO_94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0GzT_pO_94
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Trustees’ Corner

As the heat subsides and fall nears, my thoughts turn to new 
Trustee projects. And I remember that we all are the church 
and we all are called to care for it. Could you—as part of 
our family—do a small project or two at your convenience? 
Opportunities to share your time and talent include:

•  Replace light bulbs

•  Paint

•  Empty dehumidifiers

•  Power wash

•  And more…

Little things make a big difference in the way our church looks. 

If you’d like to help keep our facilities clean, attractive, and 
inviting to guests, contact the church office. Sandi will help you 
choose a project or connect you with a Trustee.

So what’s on the horizon for the Trustees now that the parking 
lot project is completed? We’re researching costs, effort, and 
church priorities for the top needs that have been identified:  

•  Refresh the Halstead sanctuary (fix the plaster cracks, 
repaint, refresh the floors, etc.)

•  Reseal or repave the North Hunterdon parking lot 

•  Conduct an energy (oil) reduction program at North 
Hunterdon.  

Our research will be shared with Finance and the Ad Board shortly. Stay tuned.

Lastly, an update on fuel oil costs… The church uses about 6500 gallons of fuel oil in a year between our 
two campuses. In the 2021/2022 oil season (roughly September to May), the church paid about $2.80 per 
gallon or approximately $18,200 in fuel cost. For the 2022/2023 oil season, the price-lock amount they are 
allowing is $4.70 per gallon, negatively impacting the 2023 church budget. It’s not our first challenge and 
won’t be our last… we’ll manage it together. 

Peace be with you,

Dick Peete

Trustee President

Special Note

A note from Janice Housel:

I am at my brother Barry’s home. I don’t know where I will be next. I think of everyone often.  Sherry will be 
in rehab for a few more weeks. I am very fortunate that I have a great brother who loves me. My prayers 
are with each one there. My grandson and his wife are doing all they can do right now and I am doing OK. 
It is nice to sit on his deck and watch the birds and a wren who has a nest; she comes and goes. I miss 
coming to church but it’s impossible right now. I will keep all of you in my prayers.

Jan

(Note: Jan and Sherry are both back in Sherry’s home in Clinton for the time being.)
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Thank You Note

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall; 
September date is 9/24 at 10am.  Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  jillpuleo@comcast.
net.

It was so wonderful to see so many of you on July 31 during my visit to CUMC! 
For those I didn’t see, this summer marked the end of five years of ministry 
and service in Lithuania. It was a true joy and privilege to serve students from 
over 50 countries in campus ministry. During a season with many challenges, 
including a global pandemic and war in Eastern Europe, God continued to 
remind us of His faithfulness and abundant grace. Over five years, I saw 
so much growth in the lives of our students and in the number of students 
engaging with campus ministries. I saw students deepen their love for Christ 
and others come to know him. Thank you for your faithful partnership, prayer, 
and support!

While I have moved back to the States, I am excited for the ways I can continue 
to partner in God’s work around the globe! I am working now for HOPE International, a Christ-centered 
economic development organization that started in Ukraine and that empowers families around the globe 
by providing access to loans and saving services. I am excited to stay involved in a global ministry that is 
committed to discipleship and holistic development.

Thank you, CUMC, for your investment in my life over the last 17 years and for the ways that you partnered 
in my work in Lithuania. I think of you often and will keep you in my prayers. I am so grateful. God bless you! 

Thanks again so much, 

Hannah (Schundler)

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery



12

Kids Camp Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

