
1

Pastor’s Message ................ Pg. 1-2

Sermon Series ............................Pg. 2

Homecoming ..............................Pg. 3

Community Groups .................Pg. 3

Raritan Update ...........................Pg. 4

Worship Nights ..........................Pg. 4

Youth Ministry .............................Pg. 5

Children’s Ministry .................. Pg. 6

Mom’s Group .............................. Pg. 6

Thanks, Ms. Kathy ................... Pg. 6

Main St. Marathon ....................Pg. 7

CUMC Annual Conference .Pg. 7

Baby Showers .............................Pg. 7

Mission Possible ...................... Pg. 8

Installation Service ................. Pg. 8

Flower Dedications ................ Pg. 9

Care Committee ....................... Pg. 9

Prayer Chain ............................... Pg. 9

A Note of Thanks ...................Pg. 10

Because You Give .................Pg. 10

CUMC Photo Gallery .....Pg. 11-14

CUMC Staff Directory .......... Pg. 15

September 2019

to the September 2019 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. . .Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.”  
       ~Acts 2:42, 46-47

Without any reservation, I can share with you two things about my summer 
journey with you at our beloved Clinton Church and Community:  (1) I feel 
like I ran 80 miles an hour; and (2) it was a joy-filled journey and I’m loving it.

CUMC is a beautiful faith community where God’s faith, love and hope 
abound.  You have welcomed me and Pastor Jennifer with open arms and 
open hearts.  Through our “meet and greet” gatherings, we met many of 
you and enjoyed listening to your stories as well as your hopes and dreams 
for our church.  Through our worship services with such powerful and 
inspiring music and messages, we are seeking to create a Happy Church 
for everyone.  And through our active community engagement, such as the 
Kids Camp and the Reach 908 Youth Local Mission Project, we are reaching 
out to our good neighbors and community friends.

As I think of all the things we are doing in the name of Jesus, the Early 
Church’s story in the Book of Acts came to my mind.  What did they do well?  

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words
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They focused on:

• Becoming disciples and making disciples of Christ; 
• Worshipping together in the temple (or the church in our present day); 
• Praying together; 
• Breaking bread together (Communion); 
• Sharing food together (or pot lucks -- they must’ve been good Methodists); 
• Serving those in need among them and in the community (Mission); 
• Doing everything with glad and generous hearts (Ah! A Happy Church).

How would you like to see our beloved church become more like this Early Church of Jesus? Maybe, we 
can be another “ACTS 2 CHURCH” in and for Christ.  I would like to recommend that we all work together to 
fulfill the above bullet points to revitalize our church and grow our church in love, faith and hope.  We have 
ministry team staff, leaders and active members seeking to live this out now; I thank God for them.  And 
now, we need to draw the circle of engagement wide and invite them and provide them with opportunities 
to serve with us.  

The blessing from the Lord will be the words of verse 47: “And day by day the Lord added to their number 
those who were being saved.”  When we focus on improving our “quality in ministry,” our “quantity of 
ministry” will grow naturally.   

Would you pray with me on this passage and for our beloved church in Clinton, Raritan, North Hunterdon 
and on online?  “Lord, show us your way and we will follow.  Amen.”

  With Joy and Gratitude, 
  Lead Pastor Brandon Cho
  brandon@sentforothers.org • 908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

Sermon Series: “The Balanced Life”

This new sermon series, “The Balanced Life,” will guide you to reflect and explore 
ways to lead a healthy and balanced faith-based lifestyle.  We will explore the 

balanced life between being and doing, demands and priorities, paychecks and 
relationships, work and rest, and spiritual and religious.  Join us!

9/15 “The Balanced Life:  Being and Doing” Luke 10:38-42
9/22 “The Balanced Life:  Demands and Priorities” Luke 4:42-43, 5:15-16
9/29 “The Balanced Life:  Paychecks and Relationships” Matthew 20:1-16
10/6 “The Balanced Life:  Work and Rest” Exodus 20:10-11; Mark 6:30-32
10/13 “The Balanced Life:  Spiritual and Religious” Deuteronomy 4:29; Mark 12:33
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Homecoming!

Community Groups 

Homecoming!

Sunday, September 8

One Service – 10 am

Fellowship Following  
the Service

Looking for a way to deepen your relationships with Jesus? … and with 
the people of Clinton UMC? Join a community group!  

When you join a group, you can grow your faith and connect with 
others in meaningful ways.

Groups will re-launch the week of September 22, and everyone is 
invited. Watch for details. 

“We got to learn about each other…from favorite books to how we can 
support each other in prayer.”

“CUMC is my family away from home.” 

“Whether it’s your first group or you’ve been involved in the church for a 
long time, there’s a place for you, and you’re needed.”
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1 Corinthians 12:14-19 
I want you to think about how all this makes you more 
significant, not less. A body isn’t just a single part 
blown up into something huge. It’s all the different-
but-similar parts arranged and functioning together. 
If Foot said, “I’m not elegant like Hand, embellished 
with rings; I guess I don’t belong to this body,” would 
that make it so? If Ear said, “I’m not beautiful like Eye, 
limpid and expressive; I don’t deserve a place on the 
head,” would you want to remove it from the body? If 
the body was all eye, how could it hear? If all ear, how 
could it smell? As it is, we see that God has carefully 
placed each part of the body right where he wanted 
it. But I also want you to think about how this keeps 
your significance from getting blown up into self-
importance. For no matter how significant you are, it is 
only because of what you are a part of.... (MSG)

The current season in the life of Raritan Church 
has included an unexpected speedbump. Due to 
circumstances beyond our control, we are no longer 
able to move forward with our worship location. 

While this speedbump was not part of our “plan”, we 
are resting in the hope and security that the Lord has 
ordained our calling to reach the people of Raritan 
Township!

Our Core Team has recently resumed our search 
for the ideal location for Raritan Church and we are 
confident that the Lord will lead us! Additionally, we 
are officially moving into a season of deep reflection, 
evaluation and prayer for our Raritan Campus. This 
season will have a heavy focus on WHO.... Who are 
the people of Raritan Township? What do they need 
in a church? What do they want in a community? 
How can we serve them? What kinds of relationships 
can we offer? Who are these people and what are 
their stories?

As we step fearlessly into this next season, may we 
unite together in prayer:

• For our Raritan Core Team: Mecan Payne, 
Corbin Payne, Jess Vega, Margaret Drew, 
Kathleen Morgan, Sue Becker, Sue Bohn,  
Maria Alvarez, Pastor Brandon Cho

• For upcoming decisions, events and planning

• For the Spirit to move through us in  
our interactions with the people of  
Raritan Township

May we continue to unite, as one church, in prayer 
and in Spirit as we seek to reach the people of Raritan 
Township. 

 ~ Mecan Payne 
Interim Core Team Leader

Raritan Update

Worship Nights 

The Worship Team at CUMC will be hosting Worship 
Nights this fall. These nights of worship are open to 

our congregation and members of the community. It 
will be an evening of worship, prayer, and praise for 
all who seek a Christ-centered and Spirit-led setting 

of meditative, contemporary and transformational 
worship. Dates and times are TBD so please keep an 

eye out for updates in the coming weeks. 

Contact lauren@sentforothers.org  
with any questions 

or if you would like to volunteer  
in the music ministry.
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Youth Ministry

Our youth had an INCREDIBLE time at their local 
mission, Reach 908! In the months leading up to 
Kids Camp, our youth decorated, prepared station 
supplies and learned dances & skits. To facilitate 
Kids Camp, our youth served as small group leaders 
that led groups of children to stations throughout 
the day. Our group of 27+ youth ended up leading 
Kids Camp for 60 children from our church and local 
community! It was an amazing and fun time had by all. 

Following Kids Camp, our youth served locally 
every afternoon of the week. They reorganized and 
stocked food at the Flemington Food Pantry, worked 
on the front lawn of our North Hunterdon Missional 
Campus, led worship and interacted with residents 
at local nursing homes, assisted in maintenance of 
the grounds at our Clinton Campus and assisted in 
providing a fun and welcoming environment at the 
Community Picnic. Our youth worked incredibly hard 
in all of their service opportunities during Reach 908 
and we are so very proud of them. 

For the evenings of Reach 908, our youth participated 
in “Club,” a time of musical worship with a message 
that is followed by small groups. During this time, 
our group discussed the concept of unity and what 
it means to be united as a church, youth group 
and small groups within our youth program. Unity 
is something that our students fought hard for this 
week as they served together during the day and 
worshipped together at night. 

Overall, Reach 908 was an amazing missional 
experience for our youth program. We are so thankful 
for our leaders who 
selflessly gave up 
their time to serve 
and support students. 
We are so thankful 
for the parents who 
provided meals, rides 
and additional support 
for our week of service. 
We are so thankful for 
our church and all of 
their prayers, support, 
meals and words of 
encouragement to our 
young people. This 
was a powerful week 
and we are honored to 
have served the Lord 
together as a youth 
group. 

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025
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Children’s Ministry

It has been an awesome summer for our 
Children’s Ministry! We kicked off August with 
an incredible week of Kids Camp. 60 children 
from our church and community came 
together to learn about how “God is Good!”  
Many thanks and compliments to our youth 
students for preparing decorations, station 
supplies, dances, skits and much more for an 
amazing week of camp! We also want to thank 
all of the adult volunteers who facilitated 
stations and made Kids Camp 2019 possible!

Our Moms’ Group meets  
one Saturday a month from  

9:00 am - 11:00 am.

Moms’ Group   

Thanks, Ms. Kathy!   

Next Gathering:
Saturday, September 21

Babysitting is available but must be reserved  
in advance. 

All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 

908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Many thanks to Kathy Kushner, who retired 
from Clinton UMC’s nursery at the end of July. 
In addition to caring for our young ones for 20+ 

years, Kathy has also cared for many of our 
“young at heart” members. The good news is 

that she isn’t going anywhere; you’ll see Kathy 
in our pews instead of in our nursery now.
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Main St. Marathon  

CUMC Annual Church Conference

Please Join Us for these Baby Showers!  

The Clinton Main Street Half-Marathon is scheduled 
for Sunday, October 13, 2019. We are hoping to 
create ‘Sent For Others’ teams for both runners 
and supporters! If you are interested in running 
or are registered to run, please consider joining 
the CUMC Sent For Others team! If you are not 

interested in running, but would like to offer support 
and encouragement, we are in need of volunteers 
to set up a water station and hand out water to the 

runners. The kids (and adults) had a BLAST last 
year, and we are hoping to create an even bigger 

cheering section this year!

Please contact lauren@sentforothers.org  
for more information. 

CUMC Annual Church Conference
Sunday, October 13

• 10 am – One Worship Service
• Lunch 
• 12:30 pm – Annual Church Conference

The Moms’ Group is sponsoring a 
 baby shower for

 

Amanda & Alfredo Santiago
Sunday, September 15; 12:15 pm

and

Cait & Carlos Csiszer
Sunday, October 6; 12:15 pm

RSVP to Jill Puleo ( jillpuleo@comcast.net)
 if you would like to attend or  

bring a snack to share.

All are welcome!

Diapers & Wipes 
Baby

Showers
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MissionPossible

One of the main functions of the Missions Team is 
to be sure that the mission budget is always at or 
near zero. Why? As one member once said, “Mission 
money in the bank isn’t doing anyone any good.” It’s 
part of being good stewards of the funds that are 
directed toward missions.

Did you know that we are a church that tithes? Every 
week, 10 percent of the money that is collected is 
put into the mission budget.

Every few months, the Missions Team reviews 
suggested donation amounts and organizations 
and we direct the church administration to cut and 
send checks. This monthly MissionPossible article 
has detailed the organizations that we support on a 
regular basis.

We receive many letters of thanks from the 
organizations that receive our financial support, and 
here are some recent examples:

“Thank you so much for your donation. … We have big 
dreams for our mission, our programs, and the people 
they support. With your support, those big dreams are 
becoming reality and thousands of people are living 
healthier, happier lives as a result. What a tremendous 
cause for celebration and joy!” 

— Stephanie Ames 
Director of Development, CUMAC

“Thanks to generous supporters like you, the Wadies 
moved from an overcrowded, expensive apartment 
in a dangerous complex to a safe and healthy home 
they built with the help of the community. With an 
affordable home and mortgage, they’re saving money 

each month, investing in education and building a 
brighter future for their children.” 

— Jan Holmstrup 
Executive Director,  

Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity

“On behalf of the NORWESCAP Food Bank and those in 
the communities we serve, I would like to thank you for 
your generous donation. … Many in our community are 
hungry or at risk of hunger. With every dollar donated, 
the NORWESCAP Food Bank is able to provide 14 
pounds of food to a local family in need.” 

— Helene Meissner  
Food Bank Director

“Thank you for choosing the LAMB Institute for your 
generous donation. Every gift we receive is precious to 
us just as every child we care for is precious to us and 
to Jesus. We are grateful for your partnership with us in 
our mission to bring glory to God by serving “the least 
of these” in Honduras.” 

— Margaret Merritt 
Executive Director, LAMB Institute

It’s important, when we have an opportunity, to roll 
up our sleeves and serve others in our community 
when the need arises and when God calls us. But it 
is equally important to humbly serve by being good 
stewards of the financial resources we have been 
blessed with. As you can see, the support we provide 
is critical to the mission work of organizations near 
and far in spreading God’s love.

If you support an organization and would like to 
partner with CUMC in growing that support, let the 
Missions Team know!

The “Thank Yous” keep rolling in!

Installation Service 
Sunday, September 22, 4:00 pm

Please join us as we celebrate Pastor 
Brandon’s new ministry here at CUMC. We’ll 
have a service, music, and worship. After the 
service, we’ll share a delicious meal together. 

Hope to see you there! 

Installation Service

Contact: Greg Crawford
Email:  gcrawf216@gmail.com 
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Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

9/1/19 Available

9/8/19 Available

9/15/19 Available

9/22/19 Available

9/29/19 Available

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in 
the hallway.  Feel free to write your dedication in 
the spaces provided for the week of your choice.  
The cost of the flowers each week is $35, which 
you can place in the offering plate with a note 
designating altar flowers.

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time held 
between services, enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those in our congregation.  We are in need 
of hosts for Coffee Time through the end of the year. 
Sign-ups are on the bulletin board in the social hall.  
We encourage any who would like to share in this vital 
ministry to participate. Thank you!

Every Sunday, ShopRite cards are available for sale in 
the social hall.  Five percent of all sales go toward our 
church mission.  In the past, we have used these funds 
to provide the beautiful pew cushions in the sanctuary 
and to help pay for the air conditioning in the social 
hall.  Please support us and come prepared with cash 
or check to purchase your grocery gift cards.

Contact: Nancy Smith 
Email:  nsbestemor@embarqmail.com 

Phone:  908-735-7276

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  
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Notes of Thanks Because You Give

Dear CUMC,

We appreciate all of the hard work and 
dedication you put into all you do for the 
community.  The North Hunterdon Thrift Shop 
provided 349 pairs of shoes for the Soles4Souls 
program.  These shoes generate income and offer 
a powerful and sustainable way for people to lift 
themselves and their families out of poverty.  We 
look forward to a continuing partnership with you.

Blessings, 
Paul Klitsch, Cokesbury UMC

Dear CUMC,

We truly appreciate your thoughtful contribution 
of $1000 to support Family Promise of Hunterdon 
County.  Our homeless shelter remains our core 
program and a fantastic example of neighbors 
helping neighbors.  We also manage a highly 
effective homeless prevention program to help 
keep community members who are facing 
eviction in their homes as well as a rapid re-
housing program to help homeless people 
quickly find housing.  Our shelter program is 
made stronger with Mental Health, Financial 
Empowerment, and Neighbors in Need programs.  
As you can see, this is so much more than just 
shelter.  We are grateful that you made our 
families a priority. 

Sincerely, 
Angela Fields, Executive Director

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
    his greatness is unsearchable.
One generation shall laud your works to another,
    and shall declare your mighty acts.
    ~ Psalm 145:3-4

In August, 60 children — many of whom do not even 
attend our church — gathered for Kids Camp at 
Clinton UMC to explore God’s goodness. They sang 
songs, listened to Bible stories and skits, played, and 
worshipped. Twenty-seven youth, along with a small 
army of adult volunteers, lovingly transformed the 
space into an African safari adventure, made even the 
most reluctant kids smile, and cleaned up at the end 
of each day. 

Psalm 145 reminds us that we have the awesome 
privilege and responsibility to tell future generations 
about God… and to do it with praise! What better 
way to do that than through Kids’ Camp? This annual 
outreach and faith-planting event enables us to reach 
kids who don’t always hear about how powerful and 
loving and good our God is. 

Sometimes we think of giving as a means of keeping 
the electricity on and salaries paid. But you’re doing 
more; you’re investing in a movement to bring God’s 
Kingdom here to this earth.

Because you give, we can change lives today — and 
build a faith foundation for tomorrow. Because you 
give, a new generation will know God’s love. Thank 
you for your generous gifts. 
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

choir@sentforothers.org

Lauren Case
Worship Producer

lauren@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Director of Children’s Ministry

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


