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OVERVIEW 
 
What is the Rainbow Team?  
Clinton UMC’s Rainbow Team has been formed to explore the church’s interest in becoming 
a reconciling ministry that formally welcomes and affirms people of every gender identity, 
gender expression, and sexual orientation.  
 
What is the Rainbow Team’s goal? 
Through a series of congregational conversations, the Rainbow Team will explore our 
church’s interest in joining the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) in openly affirming 
people of every gender identity, gender expression, and sexual orientation. Reconciling 
Ministries Network “equips and mobilizes United Methodists of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves.” 
 
It is important to note that the work of the Rainbow Team and of the RMN is separate from 
the work of the General Conference of the United Methodist Church, the body in which 
legislation is created and voted on. 
 
What is a reconciling church?  
Reconciling churches formally welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender 
expression, and sexual orientation.  
 
What is the Reconciling Ministry Network?  
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) equips and mobilizes United Methodists of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms 
they present themselves. See the network’s website (rmnetwork.org) for more information. 
There are more than 1,300 reconciling ministries worldwide with about two dozen RMN 
churches in New Jersey. 
 
Why are we proposing this action? 
We are already known as a welcoming congregation. Becoming a reconciling church is a 
way to formally show support to members of the LGBTQ+ community, many of whom 
struggle to find a church where they feel welcome. Becoming a reconciling congregation is 
a way of affirming that God loves everyone. 
 
What is LGBTQ+? 
It’s an acronym that stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, plus. The plus 
recognizes other identities that exist beyond those included in this acronym. 



 
For more information, see the glossaries available on the Reconciling Ministries Network 
site. 
 
What does the Bible say about homosexuality?  
Pastors and other biblical scholars disagree about what the Bible says about homosexuality.  
 
In the booklet “The Bible Doesn't Say That Homosexuality is a Sin,” author Janet Edmonds 
says:  
Many Christians want to remain faithful to God's Word through the Bible. This has caused 
Christians who read the Bible without background information or cultural context, to have 
difficulty accepting homosexuals. They see gays and lesbians as sinners who need to change 
and repent or remain celibate. But when we study the seven scriptures typically used to 
condemn homosexuals, it's evident that none of them have anything to do with consensual 
homosexual relations. At no place does the Bible refer to equal homosexual relationships, 
simply because such relationships were not recognized by Hebrew society when the Bible was 
written. Rather, the authors of the Bible directed the seven passages at the ancient Jews or 
early Christians to teach them to follow purity laws, to worship God and not idols, to be holy 
and honor God, and not to exploit vulnerable people sexually. These scriptures do not pertain 
to loving, homosexual relationships today.  
 
For more information, see Janet Edmonds’s booklet and additional resources at the bottom 
of this FAQ document.  
 
Are we just allowing our current culture to drive our position on homosexuality?  
The short answer is no. But let’s go deeper by looking at how Methodists discern questions 
around the core of the Christian faith. John Wesley identified four key components of this 
discernment process: 
 

(1) Scripture, (2) tradition, (3) reason, and (4) experience.  
For United Methodists, Scripture is considered the primary source and standard for Christian 
doctrine. Tradition is experience and the witness of development and growth of the faith 
through the past centuries and in many nations and cultures. Experience is the individual's 
understanding and appropriating of the faith in the light of his or her own life. Through reason 
the individual Christian brings to bear on the Christian faith discerning and cogent thought. 
 

Source: umc.org.  
 
Where does the Methodist church stand on homosexuality? 
The Book of Discipline (BOD) outlines the law, doctrine, administration, organizational work 
and procedures of The United Methodist Church. The third paragraph of Section 161G of the 
Book of Discipline 161G affirms that all individuals are of sacred worth but also says the 
practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching:  
We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All 
persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the 
spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, 
with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church does not condone the practice of 
homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that 
God’s grace is available to all. We will seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, 
forgiving, and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. We implore families 



and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit 
ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons. 
 
The Book of Discipline also states that “Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall 
not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches” (¶341.6). 
 
It is important to note that becoming a reconciling ministry does not equal opening the 
church to gay marriage.  
 
To see all references to sexuality, consult the free online version of the Book of Discipline 
(the latest version is 2016) is available through the Cokesbury online site. 
 
What position does our annual conference (the United Methodists of Greater New 
Jersey) hold regarding homosexuality?  
In 2015, the Greater NJ conference passed legislation urging the deletion of the phrase “We 
do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider the practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching” from the book of discipline as well as the deletion of phrases banning 
homosexual marriage and giving to funds that support homosexual ministries.  
 
For more information, read Bishop John Schol’s Episcopal address from a special session of 
annual conference in October 2019 and a 2015 post-conference report that details the 
conference legislation mentioned above. 
 
 
THE PROCESS 
 
What does the process of deciding whether to become a reconciling congregation look 
like?  
The Rainbow team will hold conversations with existing groups, and additional discussions 
will be scheduled for those who aren’t part of a group or can’t attend a group discussion. 
During the discussions, we will talk more about what it means to become a reconciling 
congregation. You will be invited to ask questions and share your thoughts on becoming a 
reconciling congregation.  
 
At some point during this series of discussions, a “straw poll” or informal vote will be held to 
determine the congregation’s openness to becoming a reconciling congregation. If that 
informal vote indicates that the congregation is open, a full vote will be held after that. 
 
What is the purpose of the “straw poll”?  
Holding a straw poll helps us to quickly determine how our congregation as a whole feels 
about formally adopting a statement welcoming members of the LGBTQ+ community. 
 
What exactly are we voting on?  
We would adopt a statement of welcoming that reads:  
We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made possible in community 
equally shared and shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, 
gender expression, and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, physical 
and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of every economic, 
immigration, marital, and social status, and so much more. We acknowledge that we live in a 



world of profound social, economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit 
ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with all who are 
marginalized and oppressed. 
 
Who gets to vote?  
Everyone who has a vested interest can vote. Membership is not required. A vote of at least 
75% affirmative is required.  
 
This is a lot of information to process. How can I learn more before making a decision?  
Many resources are available on gender and sexual orientation. See the “Resources” section 
below for a few. If you’d like to have a personal conversation with a member of the Rainbow 
Team or the Lead Pastor, reach out to any member of the team or directly to Pastor 
Brandon. 
 
What if I disagree with our church becoming a reconciling congregation?  
One of the beautiful (if sometimes challenging) characteristics of the United Methodist 
Church is that we have members with many different viewpoints on many different issues. 
George W. Bush and Hillary Clinton are both United Methodists. Many call Methodism a “big 
tent” that houses many theologies.  
 
In the words of John Wesley:  
“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one heart, though we 
are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of God may unite, 
notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 
 
You may fall in the camp of those who agree to disagree and move on… or the church’s 
stance on sexuality may be very important to you. Keep in mind that we are still in 
exploration phase. You are encouraged to reach out directly to Pastor Brandon to talk more. 
 
 
LOOKING FORWARD 
 
What happens after the vote?  
If the formal vote is positive for joining a reconciling ministry, we will publicly communicate 
our status. We will also take practical steps to ensure we are more welcoming to the 
LGBTQ+ community, such as adopting gender-neutral language within the church, 
reviewing literature (such as Bibles and devotionals) for accepting language, and reviewing 
small group needs.  
 
If the vote is negative, things will look much the same as they do today. We will remain a 
church that welcomes all; we just won’t have a formal statement on our LGBTQ+ stance. 
 
Will our church allow gay marriage?  
The short answer is that gay marriage is not within the scope of this initiative. At this time, 
the United Methodist Book of Discipline does not approve same sex marriages, and votes at 
General Conference are the only way these laws would be changed.  
 
What is going on with the United Methodist General Conference, and how does this fit 
in?  



General Conference has been postponed until August, and it is not yet clear whether the 
meeting will need to be postponed again due to COVID. Because the conference is global, 
issues such as travel, visas, and availability of vaccinations may come into play. This is the 
body in which changes to the United Methodist Book of Discipline or any splitting of the 
denomination would be considered.  
 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 

• Link to Clinton UMC information page 
• Reconciling Ministries Network 
• The Bible Doesn’t Say Homosexuality Is a Sin, Janet Edmonds 
• Hamilton, Adam, Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture 

Today  
• UnClobber: Rethinking our misuse of The Bible on Homosexuality by Colby Martin 
• Holy Love: A Biblical Theology for Human Sexuality, By Rev. Dr. Steve Harper 
 

 


