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October 2022

to the October 2022 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

Pastoral Note

With the return of fall, our church has gotten back into full swing. 
Community groups and Bible studies have been meeting now for a few 
weeks, the choir has returned from their summer break, ministries and 
committee work that took advantage of the summer lull are back in action. 
The church is hopping with activity!

In the midst of the flurry of details and To Do Lists, in our own lives and 
in our church participation, I invite us to always keep mindful of the heart 
and the purpose of why we do all we do. The church is a gift to individuals 
and the community as a whole as we all gather for fellowship and 
connectedness... reminding ourselves that we are not alone. It is a place 
where we can grow closer to God, being intentional about our spiritual 
practices; a place for worship and searching the scriptures, for holy 
conversations and serving others through the love of God. It is a place of 
respite and hope; a place to re-center ourselves in the midst of the chaos 
that we experience in our everyday lives.

Church is a gift not just to keep for ourselves, but to share with others, 
inviting people to join us on our journey of faith. Most people who join a 
church, or re-engage after taking a break, say that they came because 
someone invited them. I wonder who the last person you invited to church 
was?

(continue to next page)
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Sermon Series

Wrap up “Encanto” Series:

October 2: “Talk about Bruno” | Luke 4:16-21, 29-30

October 9: “Love Conquering Fear” | John 14:25-31

Imagine what would happen if everyone in our community invited a friend or neighbor to join us for 
worship or a special event at the church! The outreach and potential for sharing the blessings we find 
here at Clinton UMC could change people’s lives and have such a powerful positive impact in the 
community at large. I hope you prayerfully consider who you will invite to join you at church this fall. May 
we not be afraid to share our faith with others and let them know how the church has impacted our lives.

Blessings and peace,

Pastor Jess 

Senior Pastor

pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

October 16: “Prayers” – Philippians 4: 4-7 and Matthew 6: 5-15

October 23: “Presence” – Hebrews 10: 23-25 and John 15: 1-11

October 30: “Gifts” – Proverbs 11: 24-25 and Matthew 6: 19-21

November 6: “Service” – Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-16, and John 13: 12-17

November 13: “Witness” – 1 John 1: 1-3 and John 1: 35-42

Sermon Series for October 16 – November 13 

“Put Your Whole Self In”

Growing in our faith, as individuals and a 
congregation, is part of what it means to be the 

church. When people join in membership, a vow is 
taken. A promise is made to support the church with 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. These 
promises communicate the understanding that not 

only does the church need its members to be active 
participants and supporters of ministry through their 

generosity of time, talents, and financial gifts, but 
that individuals also need these different dimensions 

of participation for a vibrant and growing faith life. 
Starting October 16th in worship, we will explore 

what it looks like for each of us to grow in our faith by 
offering to God and the church our prayers, presence, 

gifts, service, and witness.

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Help us Remember the Saints

New Short-Term Study: Faithful and Inclusive

Have you ever wrestled with a seeming tension between God’s Word and fully welcoming LGBTQ persons 
in the church? This six-session, video-based study explores topics including what the Bible says about 
homosexuality, how our culture influences how we read the Bible, how scripture is interpreted by United 
Methodists, and how biblical scholars can come to different interpretations of the same passages. This 
course is not designed to lead everyone to think alike but to help each participant form their own opinion. 
RSVP appreciated; you can use this link, email or call the church, or sign up on Sunday mornings. 

Faithful and Inclusive Study
Led by Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Starting the week of September 26

Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am at CUMC
Wednesdays at 7 pm on Zoom

All Saints Sunday is a time to remember the Saints that God has blessed our lives with. This year in worship 
on November 6, we will be remembering the saints who have died since last All Saints Day (Nov 1, 2021), 
reading their names aloud in worship, and showing pictures of them on the screen. If you have lost a family 
member or close friend who you would like us to include in the “Calling of the Roll,” please contact Sandi in 
the church office. It would be most helpful if you can share their date of death, along with a picture. Thank 
you in advance!

Save the Date

Annual Church Conference – Sunday, October 30 at 1 PM
All are welcome to join in our Annual Church Conference on Sunday, October 30th at 1 PM. We are hosting 
a Cluster Conference with 12 of the local churches in our area and will need volunteers to assist in various 
roles, such as greeters, hospitality, and worship leadership. If you are able to help in any way, please 
contact Sandi in the church office. Thank you!

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=47617637-23a4-4489-bdc4-5546eb7a889e


4

Challenge Accepted

Peter Godshalk had a dilemma. After having leg surgery as a seventh 
grader, he needed a wheelchair to get around. He soon discovered 
the significant mobility challenges those in wheelchairs face. Even his 
school (built in the early 1900s) had no wheelchair ramps. 

Where others might have seen hardship, Peter saw inspiration. Then 
a Life Scout of Troop 51 in Phillipsburg, he resolved to incorporate a 
wheelchair ramp into a future community service project. 

When it was time to choose an Eagle Scout project, Peter met 
with CUMC Trustees and other church leaders and fleshed out a 
plan. Along with a team of fellow Scouts, family, and friends, Peter 
refurbished Clinton UMC’s gazebo by the Raritan River—repairing it, 
painting it, and making it ADA-compliant by adding a wheelchair ramp.

On Saturday, September 10, Peter was celebrated at his Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor. Then, during worship on Sunday, September 11, we 
said a prayer of blessing for Peter, his project, and the people who will 
appreciate this beautiful spot for years to come. 
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Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

September kicked off with our annual BBQ on 
a rainy day, but we still had fun! Our students 
are back to school and we are getting back to 
our routine as well. We ended the month with a 
return to IGNITE, the annual weekend GNJ United 
Methodist youth conference held in Wildwood, NJ. 
It was canceled for the past two years due to the 
pandemic.
October will bring some fall fun and an 
introduction to a new series called “Distinct,” in 
which the stories of Jesus and John the Baptist, 
and the words of Paul, will help us see why 
discovering who Jesus is helps us discover who we’re meant to be.
We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All 
youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM OCTOBER SCHEDULE:
September 30-October 2 - IGNITE
October 9 - Mission Night
October 16 - Squad Night
October 23 - Squad Night
October 30 - Annual Halloween Party

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group, please reach out to Jess 
Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bi-monthly 
gathering that offers fun, games, community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) 
programming and opportunities. Our August programming included water fun with the JYM and a treasure 
hunt around Clinton with an ice cream treasure!

(continue to next page)

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

Sunday School meets year-round, but we’re looking forward to the routine of fall and the activities it will 
bring! Sunday School meets during the 10am service every Sunday.  We make fun a priority and love doing 
crafts and playing games to help us learn about God and Jesus’s love.

In September, Sunday School learned about Creation and the Garden of Eden. We played maze games 
and made a universe in a bottle! Up next is Noah’s Ark! The Children’s Ministry also helped celebrate Pastor 
Jess’s Encanto sermon series with a movie-viewing party featuring great snacks!

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

Jr. JYM OCTOBER SCHEDULE:
October 16, 11:30a-1:00p - Spooky Designs 
October 23, 11:30a-1:00p - Halloween Costume Party
Friends are ALWAYS welcome! 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
• Pray for our fall program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
• Pray for our students as they acclimate to a new school year and all the challenges they face.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update

Are you thinking about getting a cute costume for your child to wear for Halloween or maybe you need 
to buy household items or fall décor for Thanksgiving? Of course, there’s the holiday of all holidays - 
Christmas - that you need to consider.

Everything you need can be found at the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. The seasonal room is decorated 
from top to bottom with beautiful Christmas décor. The shop’s entrance area has the warm, cozy décor 
items for fall and Halloween. You don’t want to miss the bargains.

In other parts of the shop, shoppers can find fall and winter clothing, along with shoes, boots, jewelry, 
accessories, books, media, housewares, toys, antiques, electronics, and vintage items that will make 
perfect Christmas gifts for family and friends. Don’t forget to shop for yourself, too.

In October, all Halloween décor and costumes are $1 or less, and 
there’s a 50% Off Sale on clothing with red tags. Be sure to check 
out the new kids’ clothing in the bins. Kids’ clothing in the bins will 
continue to be on sale for only $5 a basket.

Don’t forget the winter coat drive! You can help the homeless in our 
area by donating new or gently-used coats to bring some warmth 
and comfort to the less fortunate this winter. The coats for adults 
will be given to the shop’s partner in the mission, the nonprofit Safe 
Harbor, a facility for the homeless in Easton, Pa.  Donated children’s 
coats will go to various family outreach programs in Hunterdon 
County.

The shop is continuing to collect shoes of all types, conditions and sizes for donation to the nonprofit, 
micro-enterprise program, Soles4Souls (S4S). S4S distributes the shoes to needy families worldwide, who 
can repair and sell them to help pay for food, housing, and education.

Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and get a great discount 
is encouraged to become a North Hunterdon Thrift Shop volunteer! If interested in volunteering or for 
more information about the shop, call the shop at 908-735-0177 or email office@sentforothers.org,or visit 
the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Warmly,

Jane Treece, Lead Volunteer

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Finance Notes

New Finance Committee Chair

Clinton UMC welcomes John Puleo back to the role of Finance Committee Chair. Because John has 
previously served as Finance Chair, he is jumping right in and working on the 2023 budgeting process. John 
succeeds Alex Vasilantone, who stepped back due to other commitments. We’re grateful for the time and 
talents of both these leaders. 

Ways to Give

Our offering is a worshipful response to our God, who has given us all we have. It’s an act of gratitude and 
trust. You can give in person when you worship on Sunday mornings, but you also have other options:

Online Bill Pay

When you add CUMC to your online banking list of recurring payments, you have one less check to write 
and remember. And there’s no cost to you or to the church.

App/Website

Giving via the app is fast, easy, and safe. To give, simply click on the “Give” icon and follow the prompts. 
Don’t have a smart phone? You can also give on our website: www.sentforothers.org. 

By Mail

Can’t get to church? You can mail a check to the church office: PO Box 5331; Clinton, NJ; 08809.

Stocks/Other Assets

Giving appreciated stock helps further the work of the church and may offer tax advantages. Contact 
Bookkeeper Rose Leonard for information on how to gift stocks, bonds, or other assets to the church.

Legacy Giving

Your will is designed to remember and give to those who mean the most to you. Prayerfully consider 
including the church in that list. 

NH Mission Center: Monthly Dinner at NH

Saturday, October 22, 5-6:30 pm*

North Hunterdon Campus

51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 
or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. 
RSVP required.

You’re Invited

Free Dinner at North Hunterdon

Help us share love with this community! 

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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Rainbow Update

Getting to Know the Progress Pride Flag

We all have a deep desire to be truly seen and 
known. Disinformation about who we are hurts—and 
for LGBTQ+ persons, it’s all too common. Becoming 
more educated and inclusive of our LGBTQ+ friends is 
an act of love.

Have you ever seen this flag and wondered what 
it meant? According to LGBTQNation, “The pride 
flag serves as a continuously evolving symbol of 
inclusivity, community, and hope.” 

Since 1978, the 6-colored rainbow flag has become well known as a symbol for the LGBT community and 
gay pride. In 2018, artist Daniel Quasar combined the pink, light blue, and white stripes of the Transgender 
Pride Flag (designed by Monica Helms in 1999) and added in a black and brown stripe, shaping the 
additional colors into a chevron to represent a need for forward movement. The flag’s black and brown 
stripes represent marginalized LGBT communities of color, community members lost to HIV/AIDS, and 
those currently living with AIDS. Quasar wanted to “shift focus and emphasis to what is important in our 
current community climate,” specifically, to draw attention to the need to center and support black and 
brown queer and trans people, as well as those living with AIDS.

Reading a paper copy? Link to article here: https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2022/06/progress-pride-flag/. 

The Rainbow Team

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry. 
Please consider volunteering for this important mission opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2022/06/progress-pride-flag/
https://www.lgbtqnation.com/2022/06/progress-pride-flag/
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Thank You Note

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall; 
the next meeting will be on October 21 at 6 pm.  Want 
to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  

jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Dear CUMC,

Thank you for your donation!  Our community counts on us to see its neighbors and friends through the 
tough times, and we count on generous donors like you.  As we continue to focus on helping members 
of the community focus on education, health and financial stability, we appreciate that donors see the 
importance of this effort.  Our commitment to you is to use your donation wisely and responsibly.  

Warm regards,

Laura Hernandez

Program Coordinator (Tools 4 School, United Way of Hunterdon)

Note:  Last month, CUMC’s Friday group collected school supplies for the Tools 4 School mission.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

