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November 2022

to the November 2022 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

A Spirit of Thankfulness

As we enter into November, the month of our Thanksgiving holiday, I 
invite us to adopt a spirit of thankfulness in all things. While life may not 
be unfolding exactly as we hoped and expected, there are always things 
and people to thank God for. As I go through my day, I am thankful for the 
little and big blessings that come my way. I am thankful for the breath in 
my lungs, the food on my plate, the house that shelters my family. I am 
thankful for my amazing daughters and the joy they bring to my life each 
day. In our church, I am thankful for the amazing volunteers and staff that 
I am blessed to be in ministry with each day! I thank God for YOU and the 
way you give of your heart, your time, talents, and resources to share the 
love of God in action through our church community. My heart is FULL of 
thanksgivings! 

Gratitude magnifies our experience of the good things in life, enabling 
us to enjoy them more thoroughly. It is like savoring a fine meal, enjoying 
every bite, rather than hurrying through as if it’s a race. Gratitude also helps 
us to endure the hard things in life with dignity, perhaps even with humor. 
We can raise prayers of thanksgiving for life’s blessings, even in the face of 
heartbreak and loss.

(continue to next page)
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Sermon Series

During this Thanksgiving month, I challenge us each to try a new habit of thankfulness. Be intentional 
about listening with your heart to each moment of your day, and then ask yourself, “What moments flood 
your heart with joy and thanks?” Keep those moments of gratitude in mind throughout today and share 
them with those around you. Write thank you cards to the people who inspire you. Go out of your way to 
say “thank you” to the people who work thankless jobs, like janitors, mail carriers, and landscapers. Keep 
a gratitude journal so that you can go back to it and remember your thankfulness, even when times get 
tough. 

I pray that as we each practice a spirit of thankfulness this month, we might shine the light of Christ more 
radiantly into our homes, workplaces, and communities. Let us tell one another how thankful we are for 
each other! 

With abundant thanks, 

Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor

pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

Since mid-October, we have been exploring what it looks like for each of us to “put our whole self in” and 
grow in our faith by offering to God and the church our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. As 
we offer our resources of time, talent, and treasure to the church, not only are we blessed with a deep and 
abiding faith in God, but the church is empowered to live out its transformational ministry in vital and life-
changing ways. Don’t miss out on our last few weeks of the series as we turn to Service (11/6) and Witness 
(11/13). Join us on the Sunday before Thanksgiving as we offer God our pledge cards on Consecration 
Sunday, Nov 20. Let’s give thanks and celebrate what we are able to accomplish together! 

November 20: Consecration Sunday | “Thanks-giving” | Hebrews 12:28, 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

November 27: Advent Begins

Stewardship Wrap-up Series “Put Your Whole Self In”

November 6: “Service” | Ephesians 4: 1-7, 11-16, and John 13: 12-17

November 13: “Witness” | 1 John 1: 1-3 and John 1: 35-42

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Remembering the Saints

If You Like Us, Like Us

Attention Facebook and Instagram users: You have powerful, easy-to-use tools for sharing Jesus’ love and 
introducing our church. The more activity we have on these platforms, the more people see our pages. 

Clinton UMC’s Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/sentforothersclinton. We use it to share our 
Sunday messages, notes of encouragement, and other news with broad appeal. Facebook is meant to be 
an interactive platform, so we’ll be devoting more time to starting conversations. If you see a post with a 
question, chime in! You’ll be growing our presence.

You can find and follow our Instagram page here: https://www.instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/. We 
use this platform primarily to share photos related to our services and short, visual encouraging messages. 
We’re beginning to use this platform more often.

Thrift shop social media
Because it has its own unique purpose, the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop has its own Facebook and 
Instagram pages. You can follow these pages for information on sales and events, as well as an occasional 
positive message. 

Share love your way
It’s easy to like—or better yet share—our posts regularly. So give hope. Invite others to join us for worship or 
events. Your witness may yield more than you know. 

Worship Questionnaire – Deadline 11/20

Pastor Jess wants to hear from you about the topics and scriptures you’d like to hear about most in 
worship. Please take the time to complete your Worship Survey today! Submission deadline is November 
20, so Pastor has time to compile the responses and utilize them in her planning for 2023 sermon series. 
Follow this link to complete your survey online - https://forms.gle/DvUXRFKjRQJ69vcJA - or pick up a 
paper copy in the office. Thanks in advance!

All Saints Sunday is a time to remember the Saints that God has blessed our lives with. In worship 
on November 6, we are remembering the saints who have died since last All Saints Day (Nov. 
1, 2021), as well as those who have joined the great cloud of witnesses through baptism. Let us 
remember our saints together.

Saints who have died: Marjorie Goble, Carol Miller, Arthur Femenella, Sr., Clarice Saxton, John 
Harrison, Jr., Gail Ratliffe.

Baptized saints: Elia Schlinger, Colin Ritchie

Thank You Note: A note from Jan Housel
Hi Everyone,

Well, I think we are where we are supposed to be.  We are about two miles from Mike & Lisa (Sherry’s son 
and wife.)  Trying to find everything we need is very trying.  Boxes are around us but we are doing quite 
well in getting them emptied.  Want to thank everyone in my own Methodist Church for all the help.  Will 
finally have some extra time to relax.  We are unpacking and it is a bit confusing to know where things are 
and where to put them.  I give you many thanks, we appreciate all the prayers and help.  Especially many, 
many thanks to the Peetes and Nancy Smith.  Keeping you all in our prayers.  Come see us when you can.

Many thoughts and prayers,

Jan

https://www.facebook.com/sentforothersclinton
https://www.instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/
https://www.facebook.com/northhunterdonthrift
https://www.instagram.com/northhunterdonthrift/
https://forms.gle/DvUXRFKjRQJ69vcJA
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Financial Update

Our ministry is made possible by our collective gifts, along with thrift shop income and contributions from 
those who use our building. 

At the close of the 3rd quarter, expenses exceeded income by $53,366.

Our projected deficit for 2022 is $57,290.
Please continue to give as you can and be in prayer for the missions, programs, and financial wellbeing of 
our church, so we may continue to serve our community. For a more detailed finance report, please see 
the bulletin board in the social hall.  

Shoebox Mission

Christmas gifts aren’t guaranteed for children in deep poverty—but you 
can make sure a child gets one this year.  CUMC has been engaging 
in the Operation Christmas Child shoebox mission for many years.  The 
amazing journey of a shoebox gift begins with you and results in a 
child being introduced to Jesus as their Savior! It’s a fun mission that 
is vitally important to those in need. See the display in the hallway and 

pick up your shoebox and info brochure.  Go to 
samaritanspurse.org/occ for more information or 
to donate a box online.  Boxes are due back no 
later than Sunday, November 20.

Every box that goes out to a child will bring to 
them the message of Jesus as their Savior!  What 
better way to celebrate Christmas this year?!

http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
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Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

October flew by! We began the month with a return to IGNITE (the annual GNJ United Methodist youth 
conference held in Wildwood, NJ) and had a blast joining up with the Bridgewater UMC youth group for 
the weekend. We then ended the month with our Annual Halloween Costume Party. November brings the 
fall celebrations and Thanksgiving, of course! The youth will be having their annual Thanksgiving pie sale, 
so be sure to order yours today! 

We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All 
youth in grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM NOVEMBER SCHEDULE
November 6 - Squad Night
November 13 - Pie Making Fundraiser (2pm-8pm)
November 20 - Thanksgiving Celebration 
November 27 - JYM is CLOSED for the holiday weekend

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group, reach out to Jess Vega 
(jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bi-monthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) programming and opportunities. Our 
August programming included water fun with the JYM and a treasure hunt around Clinton with an ice 
cream treasure!

Jr. JYM NOVEMBER SCHEDULE:
November 6, 11:30a-1:00p - Mission Madness! 
November 20, 5:30p-7:30p - Thanksgiving Celebration with the JYM
Friends are ALWAYS welcome! 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
• Pray for our fall program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
• Pray for our students as they acclimate to a new school year and all the challenges they face.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 
908-397-7812 

Romans 12:10-13

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

This fall, Sunday school has been learning the stories in the Old Testament. From creation, to Noah’s Ark, 
to Jacob and Esau, we have been playing lots of games that represent these stories. We also had our 
Halloween party!  We’re planning creative ways to teach the story of Moses for November.  

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

MissionPossible

Are You Ready to Make a Difference?

Last month, Pastor Jess preached about our gifts and how each of us has different gifts and that each gift 
is precious and important. And when we combine our gifts, nothing is impossible as we work to shine God’s 
light throughout our community.

So what is your gift? Do you like to work with numbers? Do you like to plan events? Do you like to sit 
around in conversation? Maybe you’re gifted at long-range planning. Or cooking. Or playing an instrument 
or singing.

Whatever your gift, you can use it to bring heaven down to earth. Specifically, down to our North 
Hunterdon campus!

We are in the process of rebuilding the team that had been working to serve the people in the 
communities around the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. There is a wonderful group of volunteers who work 
at the Thrift Shop, and we are looking for folks to help plan our free monthly community meals and the 
programs we have after sharing a meal. We’re looking for folks to dream big and think long-term about 
what programs and services we might be able to offer through North Hunterdon. We’re looking for people 
to help get the word out about the Thrift Shop, monthly meal program and other new programs.
Do you have an idea for a mission that might be done at North Hunterdon? Do you know someone who’s 
doing something special in our community that more people should know about? Do you have an idea for 
a community dinner or program?

If you said yes or even maybe to any of those, or if you simply want to find out how you can use your gifts 
to help advance the North Hunterdon Hope Center, let us know!
Thank you! 

Greg Crawford
gcrawf216@gmail.com
908.343.1936

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
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NH Mission Center: Monthly Dinner at NH

November has arrived, and with it comes the vibes of the 
holiday season. There’s something about this time of year 
that makes us want to light up the house with gorgeous 
decorations, bake cookies, and get ready for family 
gatherings. To make getting ready for the holidays easier 
and more fun, try shopping at the NH Thrift Shop.

During the month of November, all Christmas decorations 
that are $2 or more will be 50% off. Fall and Thanksgiving 
decorations are Buy 1 get 1 Free. Also, in November, 
there’s a 50% off Sale on clothing with orange and green 
tags. Come and shop before all the goodies disappear.

Winter Coat Drive: thank you for donating coats to the NH Winter Coat Drive. The coat drive has been very 
successful this fall. Recently 76 coats for adults and children were sent to Ukraine. Over thirty coats, warm 
socks, and personal hygiene products have been donated to Safe Harbor in Easton, PA for the homeless 
community. The Winter Coat Drive will continue through December 31.

The shop is also continuing to collect shoes of all types, conditions and sizes 
for donation to the nonprofit, micro-enterprise program, Soles4Souls (S4S). 
S4S distributes the shoes to needy families worldwide, who can repair and 
sell them to help pay for food, housing, and education.

Donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods are being 
gratefully accepted at the shop anytime. Please place the donations in our 
outside donation shed.  

If you have a warm smile and a heart for others, this may be the ministry for 
you! You don’t need experience, and you can choose days/times that work for 
you. For more information, call 908-735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org 
or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

With a thankful heart,

Jane Treece

Lead Volunteer

Saturday, November 19, 5-6:30 pm*

North Hunterdon Campus

51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 
or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. 
RSVP required.

You’re Invited

Free Dinner at North Hunterdon

Help us share love with this community! 

NH Thrift Shop

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/northhunterdonthrift
https://www.instagram.com/northhunterdonthrift/
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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Rainbow Team

The Rainbow Team remains hard at work further exploring CUMC’s interest in becoming a reconciling 
ministry that formally welcomes and affirms people of every gender identity, gender expression, and 
sexual orientation.

In response to the feedback gathered from both the straw poll and small group conversations earlier this 
year, there was a desire to learn more about our Bishop’s position on LGBTQ+ inclusion in the UMC.  In his 
episcopal address to a special session of the Greater New Jersey Conference in 2019, Bishop John Schol 
took his own step in support of ministry with LGBTQ+ persons by stating that he will not participate in the 
ongoing harm and division of the church and will not exclude faithful and fruitful United Methodists from 
serving God.  

Since then, the Bishop has released a number of messages regarding how GNJ clergy and congregations 
could be in ministry with the LGBTQ community.  The following is the latest message released October 11, 
2022 that we invite you to read to find out more.  

At the heart of his message is a theme that stresses unity where we may not have uniformity, a vision the 
Rainbow Team endeavors to follow in its mission.  In the words of our founder John Wesley,

“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one opinion? Without all doubt, 
we may.  Herein all the children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.” 

As always, please feel free to reach out to any member of the Rainbow Team to learn more or discuss 
further.  Additional information and previous messages from the Bishop can be found at https://www.
gnjumc.org/news/.

Let not your hearts be troubled, neither be afraid. -John 14:1

Dear Friends in Christ,

These have been anxious times; weather, politics, a pandemic, financial uncertainty and for the church, 
disaffiliation. Each of us chooses how we react and engage during these times. Today, I want to talk with 
you about disaffiliation and congregations exploring leaving The United Methodist Church. 

In GNJ, 21 churches, or 4% of our congregations, have chosen to participate in the disaffiliation process. 
These are congregations whose leadership has voted to explore disaffiliation because they do not want to 
be a part of The United Methodist Church because they do not agree that Church should allow ministry 
with and by LGBTQ persons and see this occurring within The United Methodist Church. Their hearts and 
our hearts are broken. Most of the congregations have been United Methodist for more than 100 years. 
They have faithfully participated in the mission and ministry of GNJ and The United Methodist Church. 
They are our friends and colleagues in Christ. Regardless of differences, if they vote to disaffiliate, they will 
be missed.

(continue to next page)
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The disaffiliation process involves 2-3 sessions of discernment led by a spiritual guide and a series of 
votes. It is a time to listen for the Holy Spirit. The congregation, by church law, must vote by two-thirds 
to disaffiliate. Unfortunately, in a few congregations, division has arisen, and church leaders and some 
members have turned to pressuring members on how to vote, are not speaking the truth about The 
United Methodist Church and biblical and theological understanding and have created further division. 
Some members are even claiming their leaders are manipulating them. I am deeply troubled by these 
allegations.

On the last night of his life, Jesus gathered with his disciples in a room. During the evening, there were 
differences between the disciples and heated debate. One of disciples would turn Jesus in to the 
authorities, another would deny he even knew Jesus and by the end of the evening, not one would be left 
standing with Jesus. But in the midst of their differences, Jesus would continue to stand with them and by 
them. In a very troubling time for Jesus and the disciples, Jesus said, let not your hearts be troubled. 

The majority of congregations in GNJ, both traditional orthodox and progressives, are staying in the midst 
of their differences. One matter is not going to divide them. Like Jesus and even the disciples, there will 
be differences, but we have a greater mission and ministry that we are focused on. I am deeply proud of 
clergy and lay leadership who have led their congregations to continue to focus on the greater mission 
and purpose of the church.

Ultimately that is why Jesus could tell his disciples to not be troubled. God had a plan and mission bigger 
than any one of their differences. Jesus would not let them, or the mission be compromised by their 
differences. 

Our present United Methodist controversy is about people, not issues. That is what Jesus realized, he 
saw his disciples as people, not an object, not an issue, not those who were with him or against him, but 
as people. For those who go through the process and continue with The United Methodist Church and 
its mission, we have a covenant process that identifies what you need to continue with the mission of 
The United Methodist Church, and a covenant with the cabinet to value you and see you as important 
members of the body of Christ.

Today, I call the 96% of the congregations who have chosen to continue as United Methodist 
congregations to see those who are exploring disaffiliation as people, beloved children of God. I ask you 
to pray that the Holy Spirit will guide their decision-making. And for those who vote to disaffiliate, that God 
will bless them and their ministry. An untroubled heart can release, forgive and see people through God’s 
eyes.

Today, I call the pastors and church leaders who are applying pressure, and it is not all the congregations 
who are exploring disaffiliation, but a few, to trust the Holy Spirit. That is also an untroubled heart. We tend 
to get more of what we promote, and if we promote division, you will see more division in your future.

Thank you everyone for being part of the body of Christ and for faithfulness to the mission of God in and 
through The United Methodist Church.

Keep the faith!

Bishop John Schol
The United Methodists of
Greater New Jersey & Eastern Pennsylvania
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Trustee Corner

Fall is here and winter is approaching and my term as Trustee President 
is coming to an end. In fact, my term as serving as a Trustee will also end  
as of December 31, 2022. This has been my second multi-year “tour of 
duty” serving on the Board in the 30 plus years Elaine and I have been 
members  of this church. I am not going anywhere, just shifting roles from 
officially being a trustee to being a church member who is helping keep 
our facilities clean and neat.

As I have mentioned many times, the Trustee job is never completely 
done. It is a continuum of maintaining, repairing and renewing our 
church’s facilities. 

In 2022 the Trustees:

   -  Completed the parking lot replacement project

   -  Replaced the parking lot lights with LED heads

   -  Supported an Eagle Scout project to upgrade the gazebo

   -  Replaced cracking and unsafe sections of sidewalk in front of the church 

   -  Repaved the parsonage driveway (first time since the house was originally built)

   -  Seal-coated the North Hunterdon parking lot 

In January, a new Board of Trustees will be seated and from that Board will come a new Board of Trustee 
President who will serve for the 2023 calendar year. I wish him/her the best and may he/she find as much 
satisfaction and pleasure serving the church in that role as I have.

Peace be with you,

Dick Peete

2022 Trustee President

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry. 
Please consider volunteering for this important mission opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Church Season

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall; 
the next meeting will be on November 19 at 10 am.  Want 

to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  
jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Advent:  Begins Sunday, November 27 

The word “advent” derives from the Latin “adventus,” meaning “coming.” During its earliest observances, 
Advent was 40 days of repentance, fasting and prayer as new believers prepared for their baptisms. 
Oftentimes, these baptisms took place on the day of Epiphany — which is a day remembering the Magi’s 
visit to baby Jesus; it was a celebration of Jesus’ incarnation on Earth. 

Later Christians began tying Advent not just to Christ’s incarnation, but to an anticipated second coming of 
Christ. Advent became a period for renewing the anticipation and longing for Jesus’ return. 

Today, Advent is a period of preparation for both “advents”— or arrivals — of Jesus. Lester Ruth, a professor 
at Duke Divinity School and a historian of Christian worship, offered this distinction for Advent: “The 
simplest way I have to distinguish between Advent and Christmas is that advent uses the word “come” as 
a longing petition, expressed in anticipation, whereas Christmas is a commemorative reflection on how the 
Lord has come in Christ’s birth and thus the trigger for a new redemptive order has begun.”

One of the ways we reflect on Advent in communal worship is by utilizing an Advent wreath — a simple 
wreath surrounding four exterior candles and one central candle. The four exterior candles represent the 
hallmarks of a renewed creation: joy, hope, peace and love. The central candle represents the presence of 
Christ. Each Sunday, one more of the exterior candles is lit. Finally, the Christ candle is lit as a reminder of 
Christ’s ongoing presence. We, of course, can bring this practice home, creating our own Advent wreaths 
and contemplating our own longings for more joy, hope, peace and love. 

The liturgical color for Advent is blue.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-advent
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

