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May 2022

to the May 2022 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Happy and blessed May to you and your loved ones!

How quickly time flies!   A part of me has this deep desire to savor each 
moment beyond the rat race lifestyle that is so pervasive in today’s 
culture.  Each moment can be a God-moment.

I am realizing that the most important moment in life is “here and now.”  
What I do in this moment makes all the difference.  We can certainly learn 
from our past (especially from our past mistakes), but we need to put 
our past in our past because it is not going to change anything about our 
present or future.  We can surely dream big and hope for the best, but 
our future hopes and dreams will not mean much unless we put them to 
action in our “here and now” moment.  So, in this moment, I am choosing 
God as my guide, strength and Lord.  And I intend to turn each moment 
into my God-moment.  How about you?  Would you like to try it?

May God’s moment that you embrace be the source of your peace, joy 
and love now and always.  See you in church.

Peace and Grace, 
Pastor Brandon
Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org
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Sermon Series
To Be or Not to Be (the Church)

Church is not a place you go.  It is 
something you are and something you do.
Encounters with Jesus change people, not 
just for a moment, but by transforming us 
into something new.  But we are not new 
by ourselves!  We become new as part of 
a community, the church, held together 
and sent out by the Holy Spirit to introduce 
more people to the transformative Jesus!  
To be the church is to do God’s mission in 
the world.

May 1: “Be a Witness” | Matthew 28:16-20

May 8: “Honor Your Mom!” | Ephesians 6:1-3

May 15: “Be a Disciple” | Luke 9:23-25

May 22: Confirmation & Youth Sunday | Led by Journey Youth Ministry

May 29: “Be Transformational” | Romans 12:1-2

June 5: “The Church of the Pentecost” | Acts 2:1-21

Are you active on social media? If so, an easy way to support Clinton 
UMC and share encouragement is through our Facebook and Instagram 
accounts. 

Clinton UMC’s Facebook page is https://www.facebook.com/
sentforothersclinton. We use it to share our Sunday messages, notes of 
encouragement, and other news with broad appeal. Facebook is meant 
to be an interactive platform, so we’ll be devoting more time to starting 
conversations. If you see a post with a question, chime in! The more 
responses we get, the more people see our messages. 

You can find and follow our Instagram page here: https://www.
instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/. We use this platform primarily 
to share photos related to our services and short, visual encouraging 
messages. We haven’t been consistently active on this platform, but 
we’re ramping up our presence. 

Thrift shop social media

Because it has its own unique purpose, the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop 
has its own Facebook and Instagram pages. You can follow these pages 
for current information on sales and events, as well as an occasional 
positive message. Please share your favorite Facebook finds with friends. 

Share love your way

Facebook and Instagram are simple platforms to share messages 
of God’s love. Consider sharing our content regularly, whether it’s a 
message of hope or an invitation to a worship service. 

If You Like Us, Like Us

https://www.facebook.com/sentforothersclinton
https://www.facebook.com/sentforothersclinton
https://www.instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/
https://www.instagram.com/sentforothersclinton/
https://www.facebook.com/northhunterdonthrift
https://www.instagram.com/northhunterdonthrift/
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Giving Update
First Quarter, 2022

Thank you for your financial support! Our 
first quarter is always challenging from 
a monetary perspective and, this year, it 
was particularly so. Attendance and giving 
typically lag as weather and illnesses keep 
more people home. On the expense side, 
heating oil costs have risen significantly, and 
we are now shouldering some costs that 
were previously covered by grants.  

But there’s plenty of good news. We’re 
sharing God’s love with not only our church 
family, but also the broader community, with 
events like our Easter Egg Hunt and Scout 
Sunday. On Scout Sunday, we honored about 
a dozen scouts, along with several leaders. (If 
you missed the April 3 service, you can watch it online.) 

In a video shared during the service, Eagle Scout candidate Garrett Kluthe talked about refurbishing the 
welcome garden at our North Hunterdon campus as his Eagle Scout project. He explained why: 

I chose the church as the organization I wanted to do my project for because, well, I like y’all. I’ve been in a 
lot of different churches, and this has been my favorite. The youth group has been the most engaging; it’s 
just an amazing community. In Scouts we’re taught that religion is one of the most important things, and 
here—that’s where I’ve seen it the most.

Clinton UMC is doing critical, sacred work by raising up a new generation to lead our church and 
community. 

Your gifts fuel moments like this. Your gifts fuel growth, grace, and generosity. Your gifts make a 
difference. Thank you for giving to Clinton UMC.

Care Committee
Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and 
enjoyed by so many, is staffed each week by those who are willing to 
serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending 
a hand to this important ministry.   Please consider volunteering for this 
important mission opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  
Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available 
for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check 
made out to CUMC.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Youth Ministry

JYM

Last month we did a little bit of everything! We painted the 
parsonage deck, filled Easter eggs, and had a friendly Nerf battle. 
We also finished up our series on Justice For All, where we learned 
through Joseph’s story that justice is love in action and that, when 
we’re wronged by others, we can hold onto hope, trust that integrity 
can withstand injustice, and learned to practice justice that restores 
what’s broken. 

We are still very excited as our mission trip to Puerto Rico draws 
closer. We still have a little more fundraising to do, so if you missed 
out on the March workday, we have another one planned for May 7. 
Let us know how we can help!

This month, the youth will also be leading church on Youth Sunday, 
which will be held May 22. We look forward to sharing the gospel 
and our joys with the church.

We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 
5:30-7:30pm unless noted otherwise. All youth in grades 6-12 are 
welcome to join us at any time and dinner will be provided. 

The upcoming JYM schedule will be as follows:

May 1 - Activity Night

May 7 - Workday (9am-5pm)

May 8 - JYM is CLOSED (Happy Mother’s Day!)

May 15 - Squad Night/Youth Sunday Planning

May 22 - Activity Night 

May 29 - Squad Night

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our 
youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any 
point, either on your own or as a small group, please visit this link or 
reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-
a-month gathering that offers fun, games, community, and an 
introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our next 
meeting will be Sunday May 22 from 11:30am-1:30pm in the youth 
room. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

(continue to next page)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways: 

• Pray for our spring program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they work to help others and fundraise towards our mission trip 
to Puerto Rico where we will help with hurricane relief. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 

Jess Vega

Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 

908-397-7812 | jess@sentforothers.org

Romans 12:10-13 

NH Mission Center

Monthly Dinner at NH

You’re Invited
Free Monthly Dinner at North Hunterdon

Saturday, May 28, 5-6:30 pm*
North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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NH Thrift Shop
The North Hunterdon Thrift Shop is jumping into May with an 
exciting Shoe Drive mission. The shop’s Soles4Souls mission starts 
May 2, with the goal of collecting 1,000 pairs of shoes by July 2 to 
help others in less-developed countries. We invite everyone to 
help us reach our goal by donating shoes of all types and sizes, in 
any condition and for any season. The shop is partnering with the 
nonprofit Soles4Souls, which will receive all the shoes collected by 
July 2, but both organizations will continue to collect shoes after 
this drive is over. 

Soles4Souls, organized in this area by Cokesbury UMC, is an 
international micro-enterprise program that distributes shoes and 
clothing around the world to create sustainable jobs and provide 
relief to those in need. Those who are donating shoes for the 

mission do not have to make an appointment but should call on arrival and a shop volunteer will come out 
and remove the shoes from your car trunk. Shoe donations can also be placed in the donation shed on 
days the shop is closed. For more information, call 908-735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org or visit the 
shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Our spring & summer collections this month feature high-
quality, low-cost clothing, footwear and accessories. The 
shop has a special area in the seasonal room displaying 
many ideas for the perfect Mother’s Day gift for mom’s big 
day. Graduation decorations and gift items will be available 
throughout the shop, too. The shop has always had the 
mission of offering clothing and home goods to help people 
stretch their budget and reduce waste and pollution.

Donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods 
are being accepted in a contact free process. Please call 
908-735-0177 during shop hours to make an appointment to 
donate. This month, besides shoes, we seek donations of jewelry, kitchenware, 
spring and summer clothing, spring items, books, outdoor activities & gardening 
items and tools, small furniture, and household decor. 

The NH Thrift Shop volunteers encourage anyone who wants to be part of an 
amazing mission and team, meet new people, and get a great
discount, to become a thrift shop volunteer. If interested or for more information, 
call 908-735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook 
or Instagram

Come and see us,
Jane Treece, Lead volunteer
NH Thrift Shop

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Rainbow Team Update
The Rainbow Team Wants to Hear from You

Thank you to those who participated in the 13 small group discussions 
held as part of our conversations on further welcoming and affirming 
our LGBTQ+ siblings. During these discussions, we talked about the 
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN: www.rmnetwork.org) and what it 
might look like for Clinton UMC to join. In addition, Pastor Brandon hosted 
a zoom session on The Bible and Human Sexuality, which looked not just 
at specific Bible passages, but also at different ways United Methodists 
interpret Scripture. 

In May, you’ll have an important opportunity to make your voice heard. 
Beginning the week of May 23, we will invite you to take part in a “straw 
poll.” This anonymous informal vote will help us gauge how our church 
family feels about joining the RMN. This measure is non-binding; it simply gives us a baseline that will help 
us determine the next best steps in our journey. We’re looking forward to hearing your thoughts!
Thank you for journeying with us as we work to provide for every person an inclusive, safe and affirming 
faith community where they can celebrate God’s love. For more detail, see our informational page. If you 
have any questions, please reach out to anyone of the Rainbow team.

The Rainbow Team:

Pastor Brandon Cho, Beth Crawford, Margaret Drew, Emily Dunn, Ken Holland, Kelly Lewis, Kathleen 
Morgan, Molly Padmos, Jill Puleo, Nick Tonzetich, Jess Vega

https://www.sentforothers.org/welcoming-the-lgbtq-community

CUMC Sweatshirts

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Show your love for CUMC with a beautiful French terry 
sweatshirt! Get yours from Alex Vasilantone or contact the 

church office.  Suggested donation is $25. 

http://www.rmnetwork.org
https://www.sentforothers.org/welcoming-the-lgbtq-community
https://www.sentforothers.org/welcoming-the-lgbtq-community
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
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Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet Friday, May 20 at 6:00 pm.  
Want to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 

or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

The Sundays of Easter:
For Christians, Easter is not just one day - it’s a season of 50 days. Easter season begins at sunset on the 
eve of Easter and ends with Pentecost, June 5, 2022.

Easter season is more than an extended celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. In the early church, Lent 
was a season when persons who wished to become Christians were learning how to live the way of Jesus 
and preparing for baptism on Easter Sunday. The original purpose of the Easter season was to continue 
the formation of new Christians in the faith.

Today, this extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what we mean when we say Christ 
is risen and that we, as the church, are the body of the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the core 
doctrines and mysteries of the faith and for preparing for the ministries the Spirit has empowered us to 
undertake in Jesus’ name.

The color for this season is gold.

Church Seasons

Thank You Note

From Frank Henderson:

Dear Clinton family,

I received numerous cards with loving thoughts and prayers for mom and her family.  I could 
feel every prayer.  I didn’t realize how much stress was relieved with her passing.  It was harder 
to see her with no quality of life.  She is now free and in the bosom of God.  

Love to all!!

Frank

mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-why-is-the-easter-season-50-days-long
https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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Youth Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

