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March 2023

to the March 2023 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

Reflection and Repentance

Dear church family,

In preparation for our Easter celebration in April, we enter into a 40-day 
season of reflection and repentance… a time to turn our hearts more fully to 
God. In Lent we journey deep with God—laying our hearts open and being 
honest about what we are struggling with and where we have messed 
up, as well as sharing our hopes for tomorrow. It is my prayer that through 
this season, whether you have chosen to take on a spiritual discipline, give 
something up, or simply open yourself to the journey as it unfolds, we may 
all grow in our faith. May our love of God be nourished and strengthened 
for the road ahead. 

(continue to next page)
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Holy Week: You Are Invited

Throughout this season, I invite you to hold the following prayer with you, and journey deep, asking Christ 
to lead you to the cross, and meet you there.

Dear Lord, you have shown me how Love warms without burning, cools without chilling, holds without 
crushing. Whenever I may be hungry, Love can fill my emptiness. Whenever I may be wounded, Love can 
heal. However down I may feel, one touch of its joy can lift my spirits. There are times, though, when Love 
expects more of me than I have to give. If it is possible, let that cup pass from me, but if not… Amen.

(Adapted from “The Gethsemane Prayers” in For All Seasons by John Winn)

May we all emerge from this Lenten journey on a closer walk with God, centered in the love of Christ, and 
fueled by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen!

May God’s blessing and peace be yours along the journey.

Its very name speaks to the sacredness of the journey. As Lent draws toward a close and we look with 
hope toward Easter, you are invited to worship with us during Holy Week.

Cry “Hosanna” on Palm Sunday, April 2, at 10 am. 

Remember Jesus’ last meal on Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7 pm.

Grieve Jesus’ crucifixion on Good Friday, April 7 at 7 pm. 

Celebrate the joy of Easter on Sunday, April 9, at 6:30 am And 10 am. 

Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Senior Pastor
pastorjess@sentforothers.org
908-400-2343 (cell)
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Lenten Worship Series

In our Lenten worship series, we are exploring the spiritual landscapes of Lent and using the elements we 
find in our scriptures to focus our reflections. Landscapes are something we often take for granted, the 
earth that surrounds us and its impact on us. When we’re somewhere amazing and beautiful, like watching 
the sun rise at the beach, standing on a mountaintop, or at the base of a waterfall, we wonder in awe at the 
beauty and majesty of God’s creation, but we rarely think of how we are impacted by our surroundings. 
When we climb to the top of a mountain, we feel like we can conquer anything life throws our way. When 
we stand in the spray of a waterfall, we feel cleansed and refreshed, negativity and hurts washed away. 
When we drive through a barren desert, the starkness reflects the struggle to thrive in the challenging 
circumstances we face.
Our surroundings impact us and can help us reflect on our spiritual journey. As we focus together on the 
scriptural landscapes of Lent and the elements we find there, including wilderness, wind, mud, water, cave, 
and palms, we have the opportunity to look around at our own lives, to embrace this season of reflection 
and soul-searching. I pray that you will continue this Lenten journey with an open heart and mind, ready 
and willing to dig deep, to reflect, to wander the landscapes that surround you in daily life and in scripture. 
May we journey together in this season, knowing that God is with us!

March 5: Lent 2 | Wind: Whipping Winds of the Spirit
March 12: Lent 3 | Mud: Healing of the Blind Man
March 19: Lent 4 | Water: Living Water
March 26: Lent 5 | Cave: Raising Lazarus
April 2: Palm/Passion Sunday | Palms: The Palm of Praise and Betrayal
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Soup & Study

Save the Date! Lenten Soup and Study Wednesday Nights in March! 

Warm up with delicious soup and a time to connect with your church 
family each Wednesday evening in March. Join us for a soup, salad, and 
bread dinner at 6:30 pm, and if you are able, stay for a Lenten study from 
7-8 pm. Pastor Jess will lead us in a deeper dive of the topics covered on 
Sunday in worship, so stop by for one or all five weeks! No commitment 
is necessary. All are welcome to join in the food and fellowship, but an 
RSVP would be helpful in our meal preparations. If you would like to 
attend, or even prepare the meal one of the five weeks, please contact 
Sandi in the church office, office@sentforothers.org. 

Major Outreach Event: Egg Hunt  

Mark your calendars: Clinton UMC’s annual egg hunt will 
be held Saturday, April 1, 11 am. (Please note the change 
in timing to the day before Palm Sunday.) The egg hunt is 
one of our most visible events held out in the community. 
If you would like to help us show our love to people who 
aren’t in our church, you’re invited to volunteer! Donations 
of individually wrapped small candy are needed and 
appreciated; due by March 19.  Donations may be 
dropped in the social hall or in the bin at the ramp door of 
the church office.  Contact Elaine Peete (espeete@att.net) 
or the church office for more information. 

You Are Invited to Pizza with the Pastor!

Join Pastor Jess for pizza and conversation after 
church on Sunday, March 19. Whether you are 
new to the congregation and hoping to learn 
more about the church, or simply wanting to 
get to know our church family better, we hope 
you join us! RSVP (office@sentforothers.org) by 
March 16 appreciated for meal planning.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:espeete%40att.net?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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New LED Screens Installed

Clinton UMC’s projection has played a key role in our worship services—but we’ve struggled with screen 
readability issues due to the amount of natural light in the sanctuary. Now that our projectors have reached 
the end of their life span, we’re replacing them with LED screens, which will provide dramatically higher 
clarity.

Our Worship Committee, Trustees, staff, and other servant leaders have been collaborating on this project 
for several months. It’s the culmination of a rigorous vendor selection process and a series of discussions 
on the why and how behind our next steps. 

We’re excited about our improved capabilities, but also recognize that getting used to a new look and new 
functionality may take time. We may face some glitches as we all learn the ins and outs of the new system. 
We ask for your patience—and we welcome your feedback. 

Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

February had us doing a lot of inward reflection. Most of our meetings were focused on our newest series 
“Guiding Light,” which is a series about wisdom. We got better acquainted with how God’s Spirit guides us 
as we discovered how the Holy Spirit, God’s gift to us, shows us truth, gives us wisdom, and helps us love. 
Throughout March, we will begin a new series on Jesus and Easter, we’ll have a Mystery Lock-In, and we’ll 
do a special Easter mission.
We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All 
youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM MARCH SCHEDULE:
March 4-5 - Mystery Lock-In (4pm-11:30am)
March 12 - Squad Night
March 19 - Squad Night 
March 26 - Easter Mission
April 2 - Paint Party

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group. Reach out to Jess Vega 
(jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)
A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bimonthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) programming and opportunities. 

Jr. JYM MARCH SCHEDULE:
March 19: 11:30a-1:00p - Bobbing Along...
March 26: 5:30-7:30p - Movie and a Mission
Friends are ALWAYS welcome!

We ask that you please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
• Pray for our program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders.
• Pray for our students as they face school challenges, such as exams, homework, busy schedules, and 
social pressures.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 
908-397-7812 (cell)

Kids’ Camp

Mark your calendars: Kids’ Camp will be held August 7-11 this year from 9-12. Every year, we 
welcome children from our community as well as our church to play, sing, snack and of course 

learn about God’s love. Please spread the word and watch for details.
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Children’s Ministry 

Our children’s ministry is excited to announce a new addition to our Sunday school program! Preteens 
(ages 8-12) now begin with their own discussion group every other week with leader Lisa Maul, who is 
excited to share the Bible with them in new and creative ways. As our preteens take a deeper dive into 
their faith and form meaningful connections with peers and church family, the younger children (ages 3-7) 
will have their own focused time. Afterward, both groups will join back together for crafts and activities.

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Walking Together
You are invited to dream with us...a dream of a church 
where every single person who walks through our doors 
feels welcome and loved the moment they walk in. And 
yes—we are a welcoming church! At the same time, it’s 
important to acknowledge that what we “regulars” see 
through our own eyes and feel in our own hearts when 
we walk into our space of worship is not the same as 
what a visitor sees and feels. Each one of us brings our 
own background and identity into every situation we 
encounter… including worship.

We’ve sung the song All Are Welcome at Clinton UMC. 
You’re invited to read the lyrics below like a poem. If 
you’d like, listen to a musical version here (if you are 
reading a paper copy, you can search online using Mark 
Miller Laurie Zelman Welcome). 

How do you see our church already embracing the spirit 
of this song? How can we take our welcome to the next 
level? Please join the Rainbow Team in praying through 
these and related questions. 

 
Welcome

Let’s walk together for a while and ask where we begin
To build a world where love can grow and hope can enter in.
To be the hands of healing and to plant the seeds of peace,

Singing welcome,

[Refrain]
Welcome to this place. You’re invited to come and know God’s grace.

All are welcome, the love of God to share,
‘Cause all of us are welcome here; all are welcome in this place.

Let’s talk together of a time when we will share a feast,
Where pride and power kneel to serve the lonely and the least,

And joy will set the table as we join our hands to pray,
Singing welcome… [Refrain]

Let’s dream together of the day when earth and heaven are one,
A city built of love and light, the new Jerusalem,

Where our mourning turns to dancing, every creature lifts its voice!
Crying welcome! [Refrain]

Words: Laurie Zelman, Mark Miller; Music: Mark Miller; Abingdon Press ©2007
Photo by Katie Moum on Unsplash

Calling all helping hands: We want our church grounds to be 
extra beautiful for Easter! Please join our churchwide workday 
Saturday, March 25, 9 am to noon, as we freshen up our facility 
both inside at out. At noon, the Care Committee will treat us to 
lunch. You’re welcome to bring your own gloves and favorite 

outdoor gardening tools. Come for the mission, stay for the food!

Spring Cleanup Day

https://unsplash.com/@katiemoum?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/welcome-sign?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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NH Mission Center

You’re Invited
Free Dinner at North Hunterdon 

Help us share love with this community!

Saturday, March 18, 5-6:30 pm* 

North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-
7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online. 

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. 
RSVP required.

MissionPossible 

On the Move with Missions!

Missions at CUMC started with a bang this year as, in just six days, we collected nearly 175 pounds of food 
as part of the EP&GNJ Super Bowl challenge with the UMC Kansas and Missouri conferences.  Well done, 
CUMC! Our donations went to the Flemington Food Pantry and will help sustain our neighbors in need. In 
all, our conference collected a whopping 74,000 pounds of food! And that’s just the beginning. 

The Missions Team has big plans for 2023 for us to live out our call to be sent for others. Look (and listen) 
for more information on how we will be supporting Family Promise of Hunterdon County in the next few 
months as well as on opportunities to help us grow the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop and Hope Center 
monthly community dinners and more. As always, the Missions Team is ready and willing to help CUMC 
members explore mission opportunities.

If you have an idea or a passion, let us know! The team consists of Debbi Clewell, Eleanor Irons, Lisa Maul, 
Chris Stone, and Greg Crawford. If you’re interested in joining the team, that would be great, too!

Greg Crawford
Gcrawf216@gmail.com
908.343.1936

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
mailto:Gcrawf216%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update

The NH Thrift Shop celebrates March with an “In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb” storewide $15 basket sale. 
Lucky shoppers will be delighted when they fill up their baskets with cozy winter clothes, bright new spring 
items, linens, housewares, shoes, boots, and jewelry. Winter coats are only $2, too.  

Another sale during March is the “Basket of Books for $2.” Avid readers will find popular adult fiction and 
nonfiction books by famous authors, how-to books for the amateur repair person, cookbooks for adults 
and children, travel books for adventurers, and other great book choices to enjoy. The shelves of the 
children’s books section are overflowing with many all-time favorites. This book sale is the best, most 
affordable way to find a new book.

Looking for a prom dress? The shop has several beautiful dresses. Prices are 
$10 for short dresses and $12 for long. Shoppers will find the perfect shoes 
and other accessories for prom, too.

The shop thanks those who have donated shoes to Soles4Souls (S4S). 
In 2022 over 800 pairs of shoes were donated. The shop will continue to 
collect shoes of all types, conditions, and sizes. The shoes will be distributed 
worldwide by S4S, a nonprofit microenterprise program. Families in the 
program can refurbish and sell the donated shoes to help pay for food, 
housing, and education.

Donations of clean, good-quality spring and summer clothing and home 
goods are being gratefully accepted at the shop. This month, we also seek 
donations of jewelry, kitchenware, Easter items, items for outdoor activities 
and gardening, tools, small furniture, and household décor.

Volunteers needed: Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and 
get a great discount is encouraged to become a thrift shop volunteer! For more information call 908-735-
0177, email office@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram. 

Wishing you a lucky March,

Jane Treece
Lead Volunteer

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall. 
The next meeting is Saturday, March 18th at 10am. Want 

to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  
jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Church Season

The Season of Lent

Lent is a season of 40 days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on 
Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to the 
lengthening days of spring. The 40 days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring 
the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry.  Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and 
preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the 40 days because each Sunday represents a “mini-Easter.”  The 
color for this season is purple.

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed 
by so many, is staffed each week by those who are willing to serve others.  
Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday morning to learn more 
and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important 
ministry. 

St. Patrick’s Day Kitchen Shower:   Help our Church’s budget—take one or 
more shamrock(s), available in the social hall Sundays in March, and donate 
the item listed. Bring your item(s) in throughout the month of March. We 
thank you for your support!

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 
908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

