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June 2022

to the June 2022 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Greetings!  Our beloved church here in Clinton is in a time of transition 
with a pastoral change effective July 1, 2022.  According to a dictionary, 
transition is defined as “the act of passing from one state or place to the 
next,” or “a change from one place or state or subject or stage to another.” 

What a privilege it has been to share the journey of faith with you. I count 
it among my deepest joys. Our lives have been interwoven in the fabric of 
faithful service to our Lord and Savior. I want to say “mahalo” (thank you 
in Hawaiian) for your resilient faith, growing discipleship, faithful servant-
leadership, generous support, and meaningful friendships.

My last Sunday with you will be June 5, 2022, which happens to be 
Pentecost Sunday.  What a way to go by celebrating the coming of the 
Holy Spirit with you?  Please join us for worship if you can.

      continue to next page
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Sermon Series

June Messages

Celebrate Pastor Brandon’s last Sunday with 
us, honor our fathers, lean into the Holy Spirit’s 
strength and more this month. Join us as we 

worship Jesus and share time together. A special 
thanks to our guest speakers who are hard at 

working preparing messages to share with you!

June 5:  “The Church at Pentecost” | Acts 2:1-21 | 
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

June 12:  “Distracted Driving  Living” | Colossians 
3:2 | Lisa Maul

June 19:  “Father to the Fatherless” | Psalm 68:5 | 
Beth Crawford

June 26:  “Is the Holy Spirit Working in Your Life?” | 
John 14:26 | Kathleen Morgan

I am delighted and grateful to see that Pastor Jessica and our transition team and other church leaders 
are working together well during this transition season.  Pastor Jessica is bringing with her many wonderful 
gifts, graces, knowledge and wisdom to our church in Clinton.  You are blessed to have her as your next 
lead pastor!

Now, I bid my fondest “aloha” to each and every one of you.  May the peace, joy and love of Christ be with 
you and all of your loved ones always!

Peace and Grace, 
Pastor Brandon
Lead Pastor
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 Make a Will; Make an Impact
Less than half of U.S. adults have a will that details how they would like their estate to be handled after 
their death, according to a 2021 Gallup Poll. 

When you make a will, you lighten the load of those who will face the task of distributing your belongings 
after your death. “How to Make a Will” on ramseysolutions.com details a 10-step checklist if you need to 
start from scratch.

Your will can help you make a difference in the world, according to an article on Forbes.com. How To 
Include Charities In Your Will To Leave A Legacy says that leaving assets to organizations and causes 
that you support can make estate planning easier to think about and is “likely to be the most important 
donation you’ll ever make.”

If you don’t have a valid will, or if yours needs updating, please check out these articles. And consider 
adding Clinton UMC to your beneficiaries. Your gift can help build our church’s future. 

Thrift Shop

Summertime bargains are bursting out all over the North 
Hunterdon Thrift Shop. To celebrate the beginning of 
summertime, the Shop will have its first “Red Basket Sale” 
from June 1 to June 18.  Customers may fill a red basket, 
provided by the shop, to the very top with spring or 
summer clothing.  Each basket is $12 and there is a limit 
of 5 baskets per visit. Other terrific bargains on household 
items, graduation decorations and Father’s Day gifts can 
be found throughout the shop.   

The shop is continuing its ambitious goal of collecting 
1,000 pairs of shoes by July 2 to help others in less-
developed countries. We invite everyone to help us reach 
our goal by donating shoes of all types and sizes, in any 
condition and for any season. The shop is partnering 
with the nonprofit Soles4Souls, which will receive all the 
shoes collected by July 2, but both organizations will 

continue to collect shoes after the drive is over. Soles4Souls, organized in this area by Cokesbury UMC, is 
an international micro-enterprise program that distributes shoes and clothing around the world to create 
sustainable jobs and provide relief to those in need. Those who are donating shoes for the mission when 
the shop is open can call 908-735-0177 on arrival and a shop volunteer will come out and remove the 
shoes from your car. Shoe donations can also be placed in the donation shed outside the shop at any time.

This month, the shop seeks donations of Father’s Day items, jeans, kids’ clothing and high school and 
college supplies, including gear for dorms and apartments. The shop is accepting donations of clean, 
good-quality spring and summer clothing and home goods. Please place donations in the outside 
donation shed any day, whether the shop is open or closed.  

The NH Thrift Shop volunteers encourage anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, 
meet new people, and get a great discount, to become a thrift shop volunteer. If interested or for more 
information, call the shop at 908-735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or 
Instagram.

Hope to see you at the shop,

Jane Treece,
Lead Volunteer

https://news.gallup.com/poll/351500/how-many-americans-have-will.aspx
https://www.ramseysolutions.com/retirement/how-to-make-a-will
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/12/30/how-to-include-charities-in-your-will-to-leave-a-legacy/?sh=7290e5271928
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nextavenue/2018/12/30/how-to-include-charities-in-your-will-to-leave-a-legacy/?sh=7290e5271928
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Youth Ministry

JYM

Oh my goodness! I can’t believe that it’s already June. May 
flew by so fast! We started a new series called “Distinct” which 
focuses on identity and celebrating our uniqueness. 
At the end of this month, we will finally be going on our mission 
trip to Puerto Rico and we are so excited! Thank you all for your 
support in helping us get there. We are truly blessed.
We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 
5:30-7:30pm unless noted otherwise. All youth in grades 6-12 
are welcome to join us at any time and dinner will be provided. 

The upcoming JYM schedule will be as follows:

June 5 - Squad Night
June 12 - Mini Golf
June 19 - JYM is CLOSED (Happy Father’s Day!)
June 25-July 1 - Mission Trip to Puerto Rico
July 3 - JYM is CLOSED for a little bit of rest

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed 
our youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth 
at any point, either on your own or as a small group, please visit 
this link or reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to 
sign up.

Jr. JYM

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-
a-month gathering that offers fun, games, community, and an 
introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our next 
meeting will be Sunday June 12 from 11:30am-1:30pm in the youth 
room. Pizza lunch will be provided. Friends are ALWAYS welcome. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways: 
• Pray for our summer program, that we may continue to meet and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 
• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits and traveling mercies as they journey to Puerto Rico where they 
will help with hurricane relief.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator
908-397-7812 | jess@sentforothers.org
Romans 12:10-13 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=


5

NH Mission Center

Monthly Dinner at NH

You’re Invited
Free Monthly Dinner at North Hunterdon

Pride Month: Be an Ally
Saturday, June 18, 5-6:30 pm*

North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-
7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online.

*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. 
RSVP required.

Care Committee
Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship 
and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each week by those who 
are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the 
kitchen on Sunday morning to learn more and see the bulletin 
board to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry.   
Please consider volunteering for this important mission 
opportunity.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@
sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Rainbow Team Update

June is Pride Month!

Pride Month is a month-long observance in celebration of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer people—
and the history, culture, and contributions of these people 
and their communities. It is not limited to people with these 
sexualities or gender identities. (Source: dictionary.com.)

This year marks the 53rd anniversary of Pride and the LGBTQ+ 
community’s fight for human rights. At its core, Pride is a 
wonderful celebration of the culture and accomplishments 
of the LGBTQ+ community.  Calendars are full of family movie 
nights, parades, parties, music festivals and backyard cookouts 
among friends. This is a month of love and acceptance.

The CUMC Rainbow Committee welcomes Rev. Jessica Naulty to the team as part of the pastoral transition 
process. We’re excited to have her on board as we continue to work toward understanding how our 
congregation feels about becoming a reconciling ministry. Congregations that affiliate with the Reconciling 
Ministries Network embrace RMN’s commitment to achieving LGBTQ+ justice and full inclusion in the life 
and ministry of the United Methodist Church, both in policy and in practice. This is part of an important 
question: What experience will people have when they come to our church?

For more information on how to support the LGBTQ+ community, check out RMN’s Resources page. Our 
Clinton UMC informational page is here. If you have additional questions or want to have a conversation, 
please reach out to a member of the team. We’d love to talk with you. 

The Rainbow Team:
Pastor Jessica Naulty, Beth Crawford, Margaret Drew, Emily Dunn, Ken Holland, Kelly Lewis, Kathleen 
Morgan, Molly Padmos, Jill Puleo, Nick Tonzetich, Jess Vega 

Thank You Note

Dear CMC Friends,

My husband David and I were members of Clinton Methodist for 24 years.  I also served as your organist/
pianist/ vocal and handbell choir director for most of those 24 years.

Our daughter Christy has been on your prayer request list for the last 2 ½ half years, battling 
neuroendocrine cancer. She passed away on March 24, surrounded by family and friends.

Christy was 52 years old and is survived by her husband Mal, son Finn (11), and daughter Alexa (13).  She 
lived an exceptional life and has blessed all who knew and loved her. 
 
David and I would like to thank you for all your prayers, kind words, cards, and concern.
Linda & David Farber

http://dictionary.com/
https://rmnetwork.org/resources/
https://www.sentforothers.org/welcoming-the-lgbtq-community
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CUMC Sweatshirts

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Show your love for CUMC with a beautiful French terry 
sweatshirt! Get yours from Alex Vasilantone or contact the 

church office.  Suggested donation is $25. 

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, June 11 at 9:30 am 
in the social hall.  Want to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo 

at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Thank You Note

From Lynne Danik, Wednesday morning thrift shop volunteer:

Dear CUMC,

What a nice surprise to receive the beautiful flower, yummy jam and very generous gift certificate to 
use at our thrift shop.  Your card was lovely!  I have such fun volunteering at the Shop!

Thanks again, Lynne

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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The second period of Ordinary Time, the Season after Pentecost, follows the Easter cycle.  The word 
“ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal numbers” (first, 
second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after Epiphany). 
This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and tempus ordinarium, 
“measured time.”

It begins the day after Pentecost (June 5) and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season is to 
support new disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the 
Easter Season and commissioned on the Day of Pentecost.

Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter, 
where we see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we see, 
speak about and join God’s ongoing work in the world.

We thus experience two regular cycles of preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year, with 
the Ordinary Times as the primary periods of action.

The color for this season is green.

Church Seasons

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-pentecost
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

