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July 2021

to the July 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Greetings and Happy July to you.

I am most delighted to be appointed back to Clinton UMC for another year.  
I am beginning my third year of ministry as your pastor.  We have heard 
that “the third time is a charm.” I’d claim that as I anticipate that by God’s 
grace we will grow in faith, ministry and mission.  The best is yet to come!  
So, let us be faithful and fruitful as we journey together into God’s blessed 
future for us.

During these past 15 months, we have been navigating through this season 
of uncertainty.  It has been a very challenging time for many of us, and 
our ministry landscape has changed much.  We have been hearing about 
the new normal, but the question is:  “What will the new normal look like?”  
Some folks say that we just need to return to the pre-pandemic time, our 
good old days.  But, we know that is not the answer.  We don’t return to our 
past.  Instead, we are given an opportunity to reshape our faith, community 
and ministry using a new set of fresh eyes of faith, renewed passion for 
ministry, and innovative mind and methodologies.

So, I invite us to reflect on this question:  “In what new ways can we share 
the timeless good news of Jesus Christ with our neighbors, community and 
the world?”

Have a pleasant and rejuvenating summer.  See you in church.

Keep the Faith
Pastor Brandon, Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Encouraging Word Series

July 11:  “How Can I Experience God’s Power?” | Genesis 17:1-2, Chronicles 16:9 

July 18:  “Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?” | Romans 8:28

July 25:  “How Can I Travel Light?” | Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Encouraging Word Series: “CHURCH LIFE”

July 4: “ChurchLife:  The Peaceable Kingdom” | Isaiah 11:6-9

July & August Encouraging Word Series: “The Most Frequently Asked Questions” 
Pastor Brandon is inviting you to send him your recommended questions for his summer sermon topics 
for August. He will choose 5 sermon topics from the list of questions he receives. For now, here are the 
sermon topics for July:

Summer Kickoff July 11

Miss your CUMC friends? We’ll all worship together for the summer, kicking off with a communion 
service July 11. 

One Service: Sundays at 10 am Indoors
Kids’ Programming During Service
Adult Education Following Service 
July 4 worship times: outdoors at 9/indoors at 11/online starting at 8
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The Power of Personal Invitation
Are you excited to be worshipping in person 
again? If you are, consider making it even 
better by bringing a friend. Studies show 
that up to 82% of people who aren’t going 
to church now would say yes if they were 
personally invited. Those are pretty good 
odds. Even more important, you can make 
a meaningful difference in a friend’s life by 
connecting them more closely with Jesus. 

North Hunterdon Mission Update

We’re on the move! Clinton UMC’s Dream Team is evaluating options for monthly worship services at 
our North Hunterdon campus, with the goal of drawing in more people sometime in the fall. 

Our goal is to create a new and different type of worshipping community at North Hunterdon. 
We wanted the initiative to be highly relational and to integrate food, faith, and mission. This faith 
community, along with the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop, will anchor a Hope Center that offers services, 
and potentially, meeting space to the community at large. 

Our monthly meal ministry continues on the last Wednesday of the month from 4-6 pm. (Contact us or 
the church office for details.) 

If you have a heart for mission or want to know more about our plans, please contact us or any member 
of the Dream Team. 

Greg Crawford (gcrawf216@gmail.com) and Nick Tonzetich (ntonzetich@gmail.com)
Dream Team Co-Chairs

Would you love to see more 
people in our church? Are you 

part of a ministry that could use 
more volunteers? If so, read on. 

Ways to invite a friend to church 
Inviting a friend to church can feel awkward, but there are ways to make it easier. For instance: 

  •  Share a facebook post. We typically post information when we’re starting a new sermon series. Share 
it with a friend and ask them if they want to join you.
  •  Volunteer together. Join an upcoming mission event, such as serving at the NORWESCAP food bank 
or the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. Contact the office for details or other ideas.
  •  Consider Kids’ Camp.  Friends who are looking for ways to keep their kids busy this summer can get 
to know us through our Kids’ Camp (aka VBS), which will be held July 26 - 30 this year. 
  •  Choose a special service. Invite friends to our “homecoming” service in September, to Christmas Eve, 
or to other special services. 
  •  Or just ask! Tell them why you love our church, and offer to bring them or meet them outside. Most 
people would be honored that you thought of them. 

We’ve found that direct personal invitations are also the best way to grow a community group, ministry, 
etc. Emails are helpful for raising awareness of a ministry or event, but much less so for spurring 
someone to action. Your direct outreach will likely be far more effective. 

Interested in this topic? Click here for more. Have a communication question? Contact Beth Crawford 
(beth@sentforothers.org).

mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ntonzetich%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.centerchurch.life/blog/how-to-invite-someone-to-church
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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June was a busy month in the JYM. The youth spent most of 
it planning and preparing for a fun youth Sunday which they 
hope you all enjoyed as much as they did. July will bring some 
long-awaited outings and excursions such as a trip to the 
drive-in and a beach day, so please pray for good weather!

We have had some wonderful meals this month and are 
thankful to Joan Boehm, Maria Bambridge and Jane Treece for 
helping feed our youth. If you are interested in donating dinner 
to the youth at any point, please use this link or reach out to 
Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth program in the following ways: 

• Pray for our summer program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for their missionary spirits as they work to help others. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Youth Ministry

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries 
jess@sentforothers.org 

Signs of Hope

Two in five adults have had symptoms of an anxiety or a 
depressive disorder as of February 2021, according to a recent 
CDC study. The pandemic has taken a toll on us all. To raise 
awareness of and destigmatize mental health issues, North 
Hunterdon Thrift Shop and Clinton UMC are collaborating on a 
mental health mission for the third quarter of 2021.

As part of the initiative, yard signs will be available for a $10 
donation at the Thrift Shop, along with mental health resources 
from local organizations. 

 For a $10 donation, you can share a message of hope with a 
“You Are Enough” sign. Grab a sign at the thrift Shop after July 
1. Proceeds will benefit local mental health organizations.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org%20%20?subject=
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Somerset Patriots Fundraiser
The Somerset Patriots are now the 
AA Affiliate of the New York Yankees. 
Forget the “bad news bears”; welcome 
future stars of the winningest sports 
franchise in US history!

Clinton UMC has been gifted tickets 
to three games this season. The 
remaining games are:

•  Friday, July 23 at 7:05 pm; fireworks 
after game

•  Sunday, August 29 at 5:05 pm; free 
t-shirts

Free parking is included.

Donate just $10 and you’ll be entered in for the drawing for tickets for the game of your choosing. Make 
checks payable to CUMC, and write Home Run Fund in the memo line. 

Contact the church office to buy tickets and financially support our congregation. 

Children’s Ministry

Kids’ Camp is coming to CUMC!  Clinton is excited to be hosting in-person Kids’ Camp this year July 26 
through July 30.  Kids’ Camp will include crafts, music, games, and a lot of positivity and fun! We are 
accepting children ages 3 to 12. Please feel free to invite friends and family members to attend.  

We now have an in-person children’s program during the 11 am worship service.  We would love to have 
your child join in on the fun with our caring Sunday school teachers in our beautiful downstairs children’s 
area.

Peace,

Faith Evers, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Men’s Ministry

The shop’s huge Christmas in July Sale is now 
open through July 31! Come and find some 
great bargains while getting a jump on the 
holidays! The festive sale upstairs features 
many holiday items including Ugly Christmas 
sweaters. During the sale, the shop will offer a 
different sale each week.

Also, during July, there will be a 50% Off 
Sale for everything in the shop except the 
Christmas in July Sale items. In addition, the 
shop’s annual Back-to-School Sale will open 
upstairs on Saturday, July 24.

The shop thanks all those who donated items 
for its recent Diaper and Baby Items Drive, 

which benefited single parents who are helped by the nonprofit Friendship 
Center for New Beginnings in Flemington.  The shop has a new mission to 
raise awareness of mental health issues. More details can be found in the 
“Signs of Hope” article in this newsletter.

This month, the shop seeks donations of jeans and “everything denim,” 
Christmas items, Halloween costumes and décor, men’s items, outdoor 
kitchenware, small appliances, summer clothes, especially for kids, and 
school and college dorm items. The shop accepts donations of clean, 
good-quality clothing and home goods in a contact-free process and by 
appointment only by calling the shop (908-735-0177). For details of this 
process, visit the shop’s Facebook page or our website. Anyone who wants 
to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and get a 
great discount, in a safe environment, is encouraged to become a thrift 
shop volunteer!

For more information, call the shop or email danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or 
Instagram.
Blessings, 
Emily Colo, NH Thrift Shop volunteer

NH Thrift Shop Update

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Scouts’ Projects Help Church and Community

Of the five Eagle Scout and Gold Award projects that were recognized during Scout Sunday earlier this 
year, two will benefit Clinton UMC directly. 

Peter Godshalk is renovating our gazebo near the river to freshen it up and make it more accessible. He 
is a Life Scout of Troop 51 in Phillipsburg. He is putting in new boards for the roof and making another 
entrance and ramp so people with wheelchairs can go into the gazebo. He also plans to replace the 
lattice underneath the gazebo and stain it. Peter is currently accepting funding for his project; for details 
click here.

Garrett Kluthe, a Life Scout with Troop 191, is updating the landscaping at the front of our North 
Hunterdon facility with new, low-maintenance bushes and flowers that will enhance curb appeal. This 
project will also make it easier to see existing signage at the front of the building. 

Other projects will benefit the local community.

Luke Kluthe, a Life Scout with Troop 191, is working with the Muscanetcong Water Association on 
improvements to the MWA trail in Asbury. Luke is building bridges where streams intersect the 
trail, adding signage to educate the community on the ecosystem, and clearing trail spots that are 
overgrown. When his project is complete, the trail will be safer and easier to navigate. 

Gillian Honeycutt has been working with Trex to recycle soft plastics including bread bags and grocery 
bags for her Gold Award. Trex takes soft plastics and recycles them into outdoor benches, reducing 
waste that ends up in landfills. As part of her project, Gillian is also educating the schools and local 
communities about recycling and alternatives to soft plastics. 

Miranda Corley is making helping students succeed at school by making fidget boxes with different 
toys in them. These boxes are designed to as a tool to help middle students who face challenges with 
focusing. Miranda’s Gold Award project also includes testing them with younger troops to ensure they 
are not too noisy or distracting. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c7/c7bc045e-2bb2-49a2-b884-2415b2774125/documents/PeterGodshalkFundraisingLetter.pdf
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MissionPossible
Help provide a free meal!

Is there anything better than a home-cooked 
meal? I didn’t think so!

Since January, Clinton UMC has been offering a 
free dinner to anyone on the last Wednesday of 
the month. The meal distribution has taken place 
out of the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop location, 
where meals can be picked up from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

We have been averaging around 15 meals per 
month and we expect that number to increase as 
we work to spread the word.

That’s where you come in…

Do you like to cook? We want to hear from you! 
From main dishes to sides and desserts, we could 
use some hands on deck. 

If cooking is not your thing but you would like to 
help out, you can donate to the cause!

For either opportunity, or if you’re just curious 
and want to learn more, please contact Greg 
Crawford at 908.343.1936 or 

gcrawf216@gmail.com.

Greg Crawford

Mission Chair

Thank You Note

Dear Friends at the NH Thrift Shop,

Thank you so much for your kind and generous gifts of diapers and all the things our moms need.  

Quotes from clients – “My family is so grateful for the provisions that this ministry has provided, even 
throughout the pandemic.” 

“I pray for this ministry and I thank all the donors who continue to contribute to it.”

“Thank you for the help, the prayers and the blessings I received during the time I was unemployed in 
this pandemic.”

We are so very grateful for the encouragement of your support!

Together in His service, 

Mimi Koontz, Director

Friendship Center for New Beginnings

mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com.%20?subject=
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, July 10, location TBD.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Dear Friends at CUMC,

Thank you everyone.  There’s no way that our family could, in any way, thank each of you.  Charles was a 
very special person.  He loved his church and his God.  He is now at peace.  We, as a family, thank each 
of you for whatever you may have done to make things easier for us to care for him.  We received so 
many cards and acts of kindness during the long journey we have been through.  God bless each of you 
and thank you again.

The Housel Family

Thank You Notes

Hi CUMC,

I am so grateful for your partnership in this work.  God has been so active here this year and this work 
would not be possible without your prayers and financial support.  Thank you for your support that brings 
light and hope to our students in this region of the world.

With love, Hannah Schundler

Hannah, who grew up in this church, works for LCC International Fund, Inc.  You may give monetary 
support through their website at www.lcc.lt/donate/donate-expat or write a check to LCC International 
Fund, Inc. with “Hannah Schundler Service Costs” in the memo and mail to LCC International Fund, Inc. 
PO Box 101787 Pasadena, CA  91189.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.lcc.lt/donate/donate-expat
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

