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January 2023

to the January 2023 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

Star Words

Dear Church Family,

A new year has begun, whether we’re ready for it or not. The challenges we 
have faced these past few years have reminded me that no matter what 
struggles come our way, God remains steadfastly with us through it all, and 
invites us to remain faithful and loving. It is my prayer that as we enter this 
new year, we would all know the comfort, strength, and even challenge 
that comes from such a persistently present God.

In the spirit of newness, I invite us to adopt a new practice for the new year! 
I have learned of a tradition that many churches are adopting during their 
celebration of Epiphany – Star Words. Star words, or star gifts, began as a 
star-shaped piece of brightly colored paper with a word printed on it. Every 
person from the congregation receives a star word as a gift and is asked to 
reflect on that word for the coming year. The people are invited to ponder 
what significance this word might have in their lives, and how God might be 
speaking to them through that simple message through this star gift. 

(continue to next page)
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Sermon Series

In our technological world, there are now star word generators available on the internet, and I invite you 
to follow this link to receive your own star word for the new year. The word I have received this year is 
COURAGE, and I look forward to prayerfully reflecting on what will be revealed to me through this star gift. 

I pray that this Epiphany might offer you the gift of God’s presence breaking through to shine as a light in 
the darkness!

Peace and light,

Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Senior Pastor
pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

January 1: “Momentum for Life”| 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

January 8: “Devotion to God”| Luke 9: 23-26

January 15: “Readiness for Lifelong Learning”| Philippians 1: 3-11

January 22: “Investing in Key Relationships”| Matthew 20: 26-34

January 29: “Visioning for the Future”| Joel 2: 28-32

February 5: “Eating and Exercise for Life”| 1 Corinthians 6: 12-20

If you remember back to your physics class, you’ll recall that an object in motion stays in motion, while an 
object at rest stays at rest. Momentum is an important concept, not only for objects around us, but for our 
own lives as well. Too often we start something with great intentions, but without the proper momentum, 
our energy and dedication fades. As we begin the new year, we hope you will join us in worship as we 
focus on five crucial disciplines that DRIVE our momentum for a life of faith, balance and purpose.

https://www.wordoftheyear.me/
mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Save Time: Give Online

Want to simplify your giving this year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to Clinton 
UMC for all of 2023. Just choose an option that works for you: 

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to your 
list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and address (PO 
Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the church, this is a 
highly cost-effective option. 

App. If you use our app, it’s easy to give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled “Church 
Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC using 
Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 
If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: www.sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the 
screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts. 
If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online. 

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org

CUMC Leadership: A New Season
As we welcome a new year, Clinton UMC welcomes a leadership slate that includes both new and 
familiar faces. If you missed our annual conference in October, here are the highlights. For full details, ask 
Administrative Assistant Sandi Graham for an electronic or paper copy of the CUMC 2022 Annual Church 
Conference Booklet. 

Administrative Board and Council on Ministries merge to create one unified Administrative Council. 
Merging these two bodies together will make it easier for all ministry leaders to see the bigger picture of 
priorities and activities for the year. 

Kelly Lewis will serve as Administrative Council Chair. Many thanks to Nick Tonzetich, who has faithfully 
served as Ad Board Chair for several years. 

Other changes in leadership include: 
  •  John Puleo has been appointed Finance Chair. Many thanks to Alex Vasilantone, our previous Finance 
     Chair. 
  •  Laura Tonzetich has been appointed SPRC Chair. Many thanks to Steve Meier, our previous SPRC Chair. 
  •  Jill Puleo has been appointed Lay Leader. Many thanks to Kathleen Morgan, our previous Lay Leader. 
  •  A new Trustee President/Chair will be elected this month. Many thanks to Dick Peete, our previous   
     Trustee President. 
  •  Jane Treece is volunteer Thrift Shop Manager 

Our church has a strong core of servant leaders. The full slate is published on page 12 of this month’s 
newsletter. 

http://www.sentforothers.org
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

December is always awesome! We spent much of 
the month celebrating Christmas and had a lot of 
fun with the kids who attended our “Night on the 
Polar Express.”

January will return to our typical scheduling, but 
the youth will also be hosting a Chili Cook-Off on 
January 29, so come join us for some deliciously 
spicy fun!

We will continue to meet in the youth room each 
Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. 
All youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to join 
us at any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM JANUARY SCHEDULE:

January 1 - JYM is CLOSED for New Year’s Day

January 8 - Mission Night

January 15 - Squad Night 

January 22 - Squad Night

January 29 - Chili Cook-Off! 🌶

February 5 - Squad Night

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group, reach out to Jess Vega 
(jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bimonthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) programming and opportunities. 

Jr. JYM JANUARY SCHEDULE:

January 8, 5:30-7:30pm - Mission Night with the JYM

January 22, 11:30am-1:00pm - Game Day!

Friends are ALWAYS welcome! 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:

• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders as there are many illnesses going 
around.

• Pray for our students as they face school challenges, such as exams, homework, busy schedules, and 
social pressures.

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega

Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 

908-397-7812

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

North Hunterdon Dinner 

You’re Invited
Free Dinner at North Hunterdon 

Help us share love with this community!

Saturday, January 21, 5-6:30 pm* 
North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online. 
*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 pm. RSVP required.

Mission Minded for 2023

In 2022, the missions team allocated the following funds:

Family Promise of Hunterdon County       $3,000 (2021: $3,000)
Norwescap Food Bank                                $3,000 (2021: $2,000)
LAMB Institute (Honduras)                          $2,000 (2021: $2,000)
Harvest Family Success Center                 $2,000 (2021: $2,000)
CUMAC                                                          $2,000 (2021: $2,000)
Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity          $2,000 (2021: $2,000)

This year, we are hoping to be able to offer more opportunities to roll up our sleeves and get involved in 
mission opportunities. The missions team is always interested in hearing from people in the congregation 
about what organizations and issues touch their hearts and find ways to get involved.
If you have an idea or a passion, let us know! The team consists of Deb Clewell, Eleanor Irons, Lisa Maul, 
Chris Stone and Greg Crawford. If you’re interested in joining the team, that would be great, too!

Greg Crawford
 Gcrawf216@gmail.com

908.343.1936

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
mailto:Gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop wishes everyone a “Wonderful New 
Year.” 

December was successful, fun, and filled with good cheer. Many 
shoppers found décor and gifts in the Christmas room. 

To start off 2023, the thrift shop will hold a store-wide basket sale 
when it reopens on January 2, called “3 Baskets for $33” during the 
month of January. Shoppers can fill their baskets with items from 
anywhere in the shop! It will be the perfect time to buy clothing, 
cute boots, warm coats, durable kitchenware, and other high-
quality home items. And while supplies last, shoppers can still 
scoop up some Christmas décor for next year. 

The shop thanks all those who donated coats, sleeping bags, warm 
socks, and hygiene products to help the homeless in the area. The thrift Shop partnered with the nonprofit 
Safe Harbor, a facility for the homeless in Easton, PA. for this winter coat mission.

The shop also thanks those who continue to donate shoes to Soles4Souls (S4S). The shop will continue 
to collect shoes of all types, conditions and sizes for donation to S4S. The shoes will be distributed 
worldwide by S4S, a nonprofit micro-enterprise program. Families in the program can refurbish and sell 
the donated shoes to help pay for food, housing and education.

Make a difference and meet great people—volunteer at the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop. If you have 
a warm smile and a heart for others, this may be the ministry for you! You don’t need experience, and 
you can choose days/times that work for you. For more information, call 908-735-0177, email office@
sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Wishing you a happy, healthy, and blessed New Year!

Jane Treece
Lead Volunteer

Rainbow Team

New Year’s Resolutions

It’s a new year! Time for refreshing healthier habits: better 
eating, better sleeping, drinking more water. Perhaps this is 
when you reset spiritually by finding time to read the Bible, 
pray, or connect with God in your own ways. It’s a great time to 
think about missions and giving or to try a new hobby. I have 
another suggestion—get to know someone who’s different 
from yourself.

John 13:34-35 

CEB “I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just 
as I have loved you, so you also must love each other. This is how everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, when you love each other.” 

This is unconditional Christian love of all people. I’m suggesting we challenge ourselves to have an 
openminded conversation with someone who looks different or loves differently or believes differently- 
anything that makes someone “other” from yourself. My hope is that you will both learn something positive 
and may find you have more things in common than you have differences.

Kelly Lewis on behalf of the Rainbow Team

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Clinton UMC Represents at Tree Lighting

To bring joy to our community, carolers from Clinton 
UMC once again sang during the Christmas tree 
lighting November 29. A sincere thank you to those 
who made the evening so special:

Emily Colo, Carol Archdeacon, Bonnie Dorsey, 
Blanche Milheim, Joan Boehm, Sandi Graham, 
Rose Ranauro, Marlene McCoy, Kristie Naulty, Beth 
Bleck, Steve and Margaret Drew, Dan and Sophie 
Wolfenden, and their daughter, Marianna, Alyssa 
Naulty, Corey Ranauro, Pastor Jessica Naulty, 
Priscilla Cartwright, Sue Murray, Debbi Clewell, 
Andrew Dunn, Emily Dunn, Heather Schweitzer.

Several newspapers used photos of our members to 
highlight Dickens Days in Clinton.and Town Master
of Ceremonies, Dan Torrone, as well as Mayor Kovac, 
gave our church special recognition.

For a longer version of this article and news 
coverage from the evening, check out our Fellowship Hall
Communications Board.

Yvonne (Bonnie) Dorsey and Rose Ranauro, Care Committee 
Heather Schweitzer, Choir Director
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Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry. 

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall. 
The next meeting is Saturday, January 28 at 10am. Want 

to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  
jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Church Season

Christmastide:  The Christmas season immediately follows Advent. The traditional Twelve Days of 
Christmas begin with Christmas Eve on the evening of December 24 and continue until the feast of 
Epiphany which is on January 6.

The Time After Epiphany (Ordinary Time)

The word “ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal numbers” 
(first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after Epiphany). 
This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and tempus ordinarium, 
“measured time.”

The first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and ends on 
the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The central theme of this season is the calling of 
disciples and the early ministry of Jesus.

The color for this season is green.

Special Letter

Hello Everyone,

Wishing each of you God’s Blessing in the holiday season.  We ae doing well.  Our apartment is all 
decorated for the holiday.  Today’s weather is beautiful after all the rain.  We have lots of ponds around.  
Would be good skating if there was ice.  I used to love to skate on the river behind the church.  Miss 
everyone but doing well.  We’ll be spending the holiday at Michael & Lisa’s home.  We have baked lots of 
cookies, they are so good.  Wishing everyone a most Blessed Holiday.

My Love to All,

Jan Housel

Book Discussion Opportunity

New Year, Healthier Mindset. You’re invited to join a 6-week discussion group based on the book, Don’t 
Give the Enemy a Seat at Your Table. Based loosely on Psalm 23, the book looks at changing thought 
patterns and how memorizing scripture can help with the process. This group will have a book club feel to 
it. Led by Mary Fitzpatrick here at CUMC, Tuesdays at 6:30 pm to roughly 7:30 pm. Begins January 10. You 
can buy the book on amazon.com, christianbook.com, and other major booksellers. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/December_24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Give-Enemy-Seat-Table-ebook/dp/B08J5XSJWC
https://www.christianbook.com/enemy-your-table-time-battle-mind/louie-giglio/9780785247227/pd/247223?event=DVDs|1002247
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Photo Gallery
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CLINTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

LEADERSHIP FOR 2022-2023

Nominations and Lay Leadership Development Report

The following persons are nominated to serve the ministry of Jesus Christ through the

Clinton United Methodist Church. Positions take effect on January 1, 2023. Persons listed in

bold face are new to that position.

 Lay Members to Annual Conference

   1) Beth Crawford

 Alternate Lay Members to Annual Conference

   1) John Tillisch

 Lay Leader:

   Jill Puleo

 Administrative Council - 3rd Monday at 7:30 pm (subject to change)

   Chairperson: Kelly Lewis

   Secretary: Nancy Smith

   Pastor: Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

   Trustees: (to be elected in January 2023 by the Trustees)

   Finance: John Puleo

   SPRC: Laura Tonzetich

   Lay Leader: Jill Puleo

   Lay Member to Annual Conference: Beth Crawford

   Worship: Lisa Maul

   Christian Education, Children: Faith Evers

   Christian Education, Adult & Community Groups: Jill Puleo and Margaret Drew

   Membership Care: Elaine Peete

   CUMC Care Ministry: Nancy Smith

   Outreach & Evangelism: ______________

   Missions: Greg Crawford

   North Hunterdon Campus: Greg Crawford & Nick Tonzetich

   NH Thrift Shop: Jane Treece

   Youth Ministries: Jess Vega

   Communications/Publicity: Beth Crawford

   Digital Ministry: Eric & Erica Rasmussen

   Young Adult Member: Adam Zehnbauer

   Youth Ministry Member: Hannah Dunn

   Public Theology Representative: Phyllis Pedersen

   Member at Large:

   Dick Peete
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	 Staff	Parish	Relations	Committee	-	2nd	Tuesday	at	7:30	pm	via	Zoom

   Chairperson: Laura Tonzetich

   Lay Leader: Jill Puleo

   Class of 2023   Class of 2024   Class of 2025

   Christine Burton  Shannon Moyer  Elaine Peete

   Jane Treece   Laura Tonzetich  Robin Godshalk

      Debbie Lenig   Bob Gliniecki

 Board of Trustees - 1st Monday at 7:30 pm (hybrid in person and zoom)

    *Officers elected Jan 2, 2023

   Class of 2023   Class of 2024   Class of 2025

   Ken Holland   Don Treece   Andrew Dunn

   Terry Oliver   Jess Vega   Andrew Pumillo

   Peter Godshalk  Richard Burton  Emily Dunn

 Committee on Nominations and Leadership Development - Meets as needed

   Chairperson: Rev. Jessica Naulty

   Lay Leader: Jill Puleo

   Class of 2023   Class of 2024   Class of 2025

   Steve Meier   Pat Tillisch   Kelly Lewis

   Phyllis Pedersen  Beth Crawford  Lynette Stone

   Nick Tonzetich		 Adam	Zehnbauer		 Karen	Gliniecki

 Finance Committee - 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 pm (hybrid in person and zoom??)

   Chairperson: John Puleo

   Treasurer: Nancy Smith

   Financial Secretary: Rose Leonard

   Lay Member to Annual Conference: Beth Crawford

   Senior Pastor: Rev. Jessica Naulty

   Chairperson/Rep, Administrative Council: Kelly Lewis

   Chairperson/Rep of SPRC: Laura Tonzetich

   Rep of Trustees: ______________

   Lay Leader: Jill Puleo

   Members at Large:

   Rus Titus   Kelly Femenella   Lydia Meier
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	 Church	Program	Staff:

   Coordinator of Youth Ministries: Jess Vega

   Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries: Beth Crawford

   Coordinator of Children’s and Family Ministries: Faith Evers

   Director of Choir: Heather Schweitzer

   Administrative Assistant: Sandi Graham

   Digital Ministry Coordinator: Eric & Erica Rasmussen

   Accompanist: Karl Dietel

   Volunteer Thrift Shop Manager: Jane Treece

   Bookkeeper: Rose Leonard

 Care Ministry - 1st Wednesday at 2 pm in person

   Chairperson: Nancy Smith

   Staff Liaison: Sandi Graham

   Trustee Liaison: TBA

   Hospitality Ministry: Rosie Ranauro

   Members at Large:

   Bonnie Dorsey   Bonnie Adair   Eleanor Irons

   Carol Clark Susie   Stuart Priscilla  Cartwright

   Marilyn Stowell   Sue Murray

 Adult Education & Community Groups

   Chairperson: Jill Puleo

   Co-Chair: Margaret Drew

 Outreach & Evangelism Committee

   Chairperson: ______________

   Lisa Maul   Lu Guzman   Emily Colo

 Missions Committee

   Chairperson: Greg Crawford

   Staff Liaison: Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

   Eleanor Irons   Chris Stone   Lisa Maul

   Brenda Jaffe   Deb Clewell

 Worship Committee

   Chairpersons: Lu Guzman and Lisa Maul

   Pastor: Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

   Communion Stewards: Don & Jane Treece
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   Choir Director: Heather Schweitzer

   Praise Band Rep: Jim Moyer

   Digital Ministry: Eric and Erica Rasmussen

   Communications: Beth Crawford

 Members at Large:

   Donna Zehnbauer   Sue Murray

 Rainbow	Team	-	4th	Monday	at	7	pm	via	Zoom

   Chairperson: Kelly Lewis

   Staff Liaison: Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

   Members at Large:

   Emily Dunn Nick Tonzetich Jill Puleo

   Molly Padmos Jess Vega Ken Holland

   Beth Crawford Margaret Drew
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

