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January 2022

to the January 2022 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Happy New Year to you and all of your loved ones!  May this New Year 
bless you with God’s overflowing joy and love!

I have been thinking about how to make disciples and grow discipleship 
for 2022.  During my daily quiet time with the Lord, I was drawn to the 
phrase, “More like Jesus!”  The ultimate aim of our discipleship is to be and 
live more like our Lord. 

Ephesians 4:23-24 says, “You were taught to be made new in your heart, to 
become a new person.  That new person is made to be like God — made 
to be truly good and holy.”

The Lord wants you to be more like Jesus and have a heart like his.  God 
loves you just the way you are, but God refuses to let you live that way.  
God wants you to be more like Jesus each day.  So, during January and 
February, I will share God’s messages on becoming “More like Jesus:  A 
Heart Like His.”  Please pray for me as I am praying for you every day.  See 
you in church!

Peace and Grace,

Pastor Brandon

Lead Pastor

brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon%40sentforothers.org%20?subject=
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Encouraging Word Series

New Series: “More Like Jesus: A Heart Like His”

God wants you to have a heart like God’s.
Jesus felt no guilt.  God wants you to feel no guilt.

Jesus had no bad habits.  God wants to do away with yours.
Jesus had no fears.  God wants the same for you.

Jesus had no anxiety about death.  You needn’t either.
God’s desire, God’s plan, God’s ultimate goal is to make you into the image of Christ.

Can you think of a better offer?
God loves you just the way you are, but God refuses to leave you there.  

God wants you to be More like Jesus!

January 2: “A Heart Like His” | Ephesians 4:22-24

January 9: “A Compassionate and Forgiving Heart” | Colossians 3:12-13

January 16: “A Rejoicing Heart” | Psalm 96:1-2; Luke 10:20

January 23: “A Listening Heart” | James 1:22-24

January 30: “A God-Intoxicated Heart” | John 17:23

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
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Save Time: Give Online
Starting to get organized for the new year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to 
Clinton UMC for all of 2022. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled “Church 
Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC using 
Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: www.sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the 
screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online. 

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to your 
list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and address (PO 
Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the church, this is one 
of our most cost-effective options. 

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org. 

Introducing the Rainbow Team
Clinton UMC’s Rainbow Team has been formed to explore 
the church’s interest in becoming a reconciling ministry that 
formally welcomes and affirms people of every gender identity, 
gender expression, and sexual orientation. 

Through a series of congregational conversations, the Rainbow 
Team will determine whether Clinton UMC will join the 
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN).  Reconciling Ministries 
Network “equips and mobilizes United Methodists of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.”

More details will be coming soon, but if you have questions in 
the meantime, please contact any member of the team:

Kelly Lewis, Co-chair
Kathleen Morgan, Co-chair
Ann Delaney
Margaret Drew
Emily Dunn
Ken Holland
Molly Padmos
Elaine Peete
Jill Puleo
Nick Tonzetich
Jess Vega

Staff members
Brandon Cho
Beth Crawford

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaN0tz-AKeY
http://www.sentforothers.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaN0tz-AKeY
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://rmnetwork.org/
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JYM

December flew by with a lot of fun, missions, and fundraising. 
We hope everyone enjoyed their handmade ornament!

We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 
5:30pm-7:30pm unless noted otherwise. All youth in grades 
6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner will be 
provided.

The upcoming schedule will be as follows:

January 2 - JYM is CLOSED

January 9 - Squad Night

January 16 - Activity Night

January 23 - Mission Night

January 30 - Squad Night & Puerto Rico Interest Meeting

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed 
our youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth 
at any point, either on your own or as a small group, please 
visit this link or reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) 
to sign up.

Jr. JYM

New for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-a-month gathering that will offer fun, games, community, 
and an introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our next meeting will be Sunday January 9 
from 11:30-1:30 in the youth room. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways: 

• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they work and fundraise to help others.

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 

Jess Vega

Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 

908-397-7812 

Youth Ministry

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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North Hunterdon Thrift Shop wishes everyone “A Joyous New Year!”

We have a new beginning to share: the Staff-Parish Relations Committee shares that Danielle Banes has 
begun a new chapter in her life, accepting a full-time retail position. Danielle has been with us since 2018, 
and in that time has introduced new processes and events that have made the shop even better. We 
wish her the best in her future endeavors. We are blessed to have a core of committed volunteers, and 
we’re confident that they are key to moving forward successfully during this transition. 

To start off 2022 in a spectacular way, the thrift shop will hold a storewide bag sale when it reopens 
January 10, called “2 Bags for $22” during January. Shoppers can fill their bags with items from anywhere 
in the shop! It will be the perfect time to buy clothing from the Premier collection, cute boots, warm 
coats, durable kitchenware, and other high-quality home items. And while supplies last, shoppers can still 
scoop up some Christmas décor for next year.

The thrift shop has joined with Eva’s Village in asking the area communities to donate 1,000 kids’ coats. 
The coat drive will run through February 27. Coats may be new or gently used, sizes newborn through 
youth size 18. Eva’s Village, located in Paterson, NJ, is a nonprofit, comprehensive behavioral health and 
social service organization with a mission to provide care and support for people struggling with poverty, 
hunger, homelessness, and addiction.

In January, the shop is looking for donations of winter clothing, St. Patrick’s Day, Valentine’s Day and Mardi 
Gras items. No donations will be accepted on Monday, January 10, but they will be accepted, starting 
Wednesday, January 12.  Also, donations won’t be accepted during the week of January 24 to January 29, 
while the shop prepares for a big winter sale. Please call 908-735-0177 during shop hours to schedule an 
appointment to donate. 

We encourage anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, and who also wants 
to meet new people, help the environment by reducing waste, plus get a great discount, to consider 
becoming a shop volunteer. For more details, call the shop at 908-735-0177 or email office@sentforothers.
org. 

Warmly,

Jane Treece, NH Thrift Shop Volunteer

NH Thrift Shop Update

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Care Committee
Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held 
after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone 
interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday morning 
to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to 
lending a hand to this important ministry.   Volunteers for 
January and February are needed.

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@
sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

NH Mission Center Update

We’re excited about the possibilities for 2022! We’re ready to move more fully into a casual, nontraditional 
worship service that appeals to people who can’t worship on Sundays and people who may not have 
been to church in a while. We’ll typically get together on the third Saturday of the month to enjoy a light 
dinner, a short testimony or word of encouragement, and time for discussion. 

Will you support our goal of connecting more people with Christ through mission and worship? Here are 
ways you can help:
• Pray for God to guide this new ministry as it emerges and evolves
• Pray for God to lead people who need Jesus to North Hunterdon
• Cook for one of the monthly meals
• Attend an event and bring a friend

Thank you for prayers and partnership! 

Greg Crawford and Nick Tonzetich
Dream Team Co-Chairs

Our Christmas Coffeehouse was a perfect blend of music, friendship, and worship. We’ll let pictures tell the 
story: see below. 

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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MissionPossible

The CUMC Bucket Brigade strikes again!

Thanks to everyone at CUMC for their generous 
donations of buckets, laundry detergent, bug spray, 
clothespins and all the other items that went into the 
cleaning buckets. We ended up with 15 buckets, a few 
extra supplies and three boxes of health kits, which 
were delivered to New Dover UMC in Edison, where 
they will be distributed to people in the Greater New 
Jersey Annual Conference of the UMC who are still 
recovering from flooding from Hurricane Ida. New 
Dover serves as a Central NJ Outreach Hub for GNJAC. 
Pictured above are folks from New Dover at their flood 
bucket packing party.

Greg Crawford
Mission Chair

Christmastide:

The Christmas season immediately follows Advent. The traditional Twelve Days of Christmas begin 
with Christmas Eve on the evening of December 24 and continue until the feast of Epiphany which is on 
January 6.

“The Time After Epiphany” (Ordinary Time):
The word “ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal 
numbers” (first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday after 
Epiphany). This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and tempus 
ordinarium, “measured time.”

The first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and ends on 
the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The central theme of this season is the calling of 
disciples and the early ministry of Jesus.

The color for this season is green.

Church Season

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/December_24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

