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February 2021

to the February 2021 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Dear friends, 

Greetings.  I began this morning singing, “In the morning when I rise.  In the 
morning when I rise.  In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.  Give me 
Jesus.  Give me Jesus.  You can have all in this world, but give me Jesus.”  
This song is loved by many Christians today.  It guides us to remember the 
‘first things first.’  

Since last March, we have been beleaguered by the global health crisis, 
serious racial tension, and economic distress.  In addition, faith communities 
and their religious leaders are carrying such heavy burdens.  These things 
are important concerns we all share.  However, they should not define who 
we are in the sight of God.  In God, all is possible.

What really matters is knowing that God, who created you, is right next to 
you.  If God is with you, there is nothing that will stop you from living a full 
life in Christ, serving others in God’s love, and making a real difference in the 
world with hope.
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Encouraging Word Series

Encouraging Word Series: “Simon 
Peter”
Simon Peter—an ordinary fisherman 
who heard an extraordinary call. He 
left everything to follow his teacher 
and possessed a passion that would 
change the world. That’s one way to 
describe Peter. Here’s another: poor, 
uneducated, quick-tempered, and 
full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even 
sound like the same man. And that’s the 

point of Simon Peter. Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s extraordinary 
call. Discover how you, too, have special gifts, talents, and abilities that God can use to make 
disciples and transform the world.

All Sunday Services launch online at 10am and are available 24/7 afterward.

Ash Wednesday, February 17: “From Ashes to Ashes” | Psalm 51:10-12

February 21: “The Call of the Fisherman” | Luke 5:1-11

February 28: “Walking with Jesus in the Storms” | Matthew 14:22-34

March 7: “Bedrock or Stumbling Block” | Matthew 16:13-19, 21-23

March 14: “I Will Not Deny You.” | Matthew 26:31-35

March 21: “From Cowardice to Courage” | John 21:12, 15-17

Palm Sunday, March 28: “Who Is Coming into Town?” | Mark 11:1-11

Easter Sunday, April 4: “The Final Word Belongs to. . .” | Mark 16:1-8

“Soul Reset” Continues through 2/14:

February 7: “Take Care of Yourself” - 1 Kings 19:5-9

February 14: “Light and Free Living” - John 3:16, Matthew 26:34 & 11:28-30 

Keeping the faith,
  Lead Pastor Brandon Cho
  brandon@sentforothers.org

In Micah 6:8 we read, “What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?”  I am using this passage in my ardent prayer time for our beloved nation 
and its new leaders and every community in our land.

So, this morning let us rise with Jesus, welcome this new day, and praise God for the gift of life. . .and 
even for the gift of the unknown.

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org


3

Lent: A Journey of Hope

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
(Isaiah 40:31)

This month marks the start of Lent, a season of 
preparation, self-reflection and repentance when we 
seek to turn around and turn toward God. Some of us 
will give things up. Some will take on new life-giving 
practices, putting aside distractions and our own 
selfish desires. 

As you plan for how you will journey through Lent, here 
are two ways to journey with your friends at Clinton 
UMC:

Ash Wednesday February 17

Drive-through Imposition of Ashes
12 – 1 pm and 7-8 pm
Drive through and receive ashes on your hand along with 
prayer. RSVP to the church office by Tuesday, February 16.

Online Service
7 pm (and on demand)
Watch our online service with prayers and Scripture, 
available starting at 7 pm. 

Churchwide Lenten Study

Simon Peter: Flawed but Faithful Disciple
What do you think of when you think of Peter? Bold? 
Impetuous? The one who denied Jesus? Like us, Peter was 
flawed. But Jesus saw in Peter the rock on which our church 
would be built. Explore what this means for you in your life 
today. 

This five-week study will complement Pastor Brandon’s Lenten sermon series, enabling you to go 
deeper into Sunday’s encouraging messages. Begins the week of February 21: Tuesdays at 10:30 am; 
Wednesdays at 7 pm; and in select community groups. Contact the church office to register for a study 
group.

Thank You Note
Dear Clinton UMC, 
Family Promise of Hunterdon County would like to express our deepest gratitude for your donation of 
children’s clothing and toys and donation of $400.00 to support our mission.  Your continued generosity 
allows us to achieve the goals set forth when we opened our doors:  To advocate for homeless families 
and individuals and guide them to self-sufficiency.  Thank you for your contribution to the work of serving 
children and families.  We are truly blessed to have you as a donor.

Sincerely,
Angela Fields, Executive Director
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Staff Update

Dear CUMC family and friends,

Greetings!  Hope this note finds you and your loved ones well. I share with you this note regarding Lauren 
Case, who has been faithfully serving as our worship producer for the last three years.  After some 
prayerful and practical reflection, Lauren has decided to step down from her staff position to allow her 
more time for the growing responsibilities as a mom for her children, especially during this challenging 
pandemic.  She will be sorely missed but we respect her decision. As a member of our church, Lauren will 
continue to serve as a volunteer singer. I am grateful for that and have shared with her several times that 
her singing voice is “Spirit-anointed.”  I am glad that she will continue to sing to glorify God and bless us.

The worship producer’s ministry responsibilities will be integrated with those of our music and digital 
staff members: Karl Dietel, Johnny Tamburro, and Heather Schweitzer.  We are grateful to them for their 
teamwork and their dedication to providing inspiring music for our worship services.
Please keep Lauren and her family in your prayers, as well as our beloved church. 

Thank you and God bless you always. 
Faithfully, 
Pastor Brandon

Save Time: Give Online

Getting organized for the new year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to Clinton UMC 
for the rest of the year. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled, “Church 
Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC using 
Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the screen 
on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts.

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online.

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to your 
list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and address (PO 
Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the church, this is 
one of our most cost-effective options.

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org.

https://youtu.be/iaN0tz-AKeY
https://youtu.be/iaN0tz-AKeY
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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The youth are still meeting in a safe and socially-distant way, (mostly 
in the great outdoors). This past month we went for a hike along the 
Capoolong Creek Trail, played a fierce and competitive round of mini 
golf, went on a unique scavenger hunt, and went to a private showing 
of The Croods: A New Age. It was so much fun to have the theatre all 
to ourselves, and we were able to spread out and stay safe.

We will continue to meet as long as schools are still holding in-person 
classes, but our schedule is very flexible these days. We believe that 
it is best for the mental health of all the youth to get out of the house 
and have some face-to-face (technically, mask-to-mask) interaction, 
so we are doing our best to have some winter fun in the great 
outdoors, while staying safe. When it’s not possible, we will meet on 
Zoom for some fun and games. As our schedule is ever changing, it 
is a constant reminder that everything is in God’s hands and that it’s 
important to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart” (Proverbs 3:5-6). Our 
most updated schedule can be found in our weekly update.

We ask that you would please pray for our youth program in the 
following ways: 

• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet and 
enjoy our time together safely. 

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and 
leaders. 

• Pray for mental and emotional health as the end of this pandemic 
is drawing nearer, yet remains uncertain. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to 
plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Youth Ministry

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries
jess@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

Children’s Ministry

The children’s ministry is getting ready for Valentine’s Day 
and the Lenten season. We will be sending out and receiving 
Valentine’s Day cards and learning about love. Love from our 
friends, family, neighbors, and Jesus!

Peace,

Faith Evers, 
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
Faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Scout Sunday: March 14

Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 

information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

Men’s Ministry

We took our masks off to say good riddance 
to 2020 with good food and wine at Galasso’s 
in Lebanon. Looking forward to a safe, healthy 
2021.

“For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there I am with them.”

Alex Vasilantone, Chair, Men’s Ministry
Contact:  alex.vasilantone@gmail.com or text to 
908-500-0220

Calling all Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts 
— we want to recognize you during our 
March 14 service. If you are a scout or 
scout leader, or if you have a scout who 
would like to be recognized, please 
contact the church office with:

•  Your name (or child’s name)
•  Type of scouting (e.g, Cub Scout, Girl
   Scout, leader)

https://sentforothers.churchcenter.com/groups/community-groups
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:alex.vasilantone%40gmail.com?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update

Warm winter greetings from North Hunterdon Thrift Shop!

If you’re looking for some cozy, great-quality clothes to 
warm up your winter, check out our Winter Clearance 
Event, opening February 1, upstairs at the shop, and running 
throughout the month. 

Also in February, we’re holding a Valentine’s Day Jewelry 
Set Sale, at only $7 per set. The sets include brand-new 
necklaces, earrings and bracelets.

In January, shoppers loved the bargains in our “500 Sale,” 
which we held to thank the community for helping us 
exceed our goal of getting 500 likes on our Facebook page. 

A big thank you is due to Coordinator of Youth Ministries Jess 
Vega, shop volunteer Jane Treece and the church youth 
who volunteered at our Little Christmas Angel Shopping 
Day in December. They helped the children shop for their 
families and wrap their gifts. We also want to thank Santa 
for visiting!

The shop’s “Be the Hope, Spread the Love” holiday drive to 
collect blankets was a success! The 40 donated blankets 
were delivered on Dec. 24 to seniors in assisted-living 
situations by Thrift Shop Manager Danielle Banes, friend 
Teddy Greene and her twin 4-year-old daughters, Zya and 
Skylar Banes. We want to thank all the blanket donors for 
helping to bring hope and holiday warmth to the seniors 
during this time of pandemic and isolation.

The shop’s new mission, a Shoe Drive, will start March 1, 
with the ambitious goal of collecting 5,000 pairs of shoes 
by May 31. The shoes will, in turn, be donated to the shop’s 
mission partner, Soles4Souls, a nonprofit micro-enterprise 
program that distributes shoes and clothing worldwide to 
create sustainable jobs and provide relief. It’s organized 
in this area by Cokesbury UMC. The shop seeks donated 
shoes in any condition, for any season, and in all sizes.

Donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods 
are being accepted at the shop in a contact-free process 
and by appointment only by calling the shop at 908-735-

0177. For details of this process, visit the shop’s Facebook page or our website. This month, we seek 
donations of shoes, jewelry, St. Patrick’s Day items, books, spring clothing and spring items, kitchenware 
and items for outdoor activities and gardening. Donations won’t be accepted during the week of Feb. 21 
to Feb. 27, while our floor is being prepared for the big spring sale event.

For more information, call 908-735-0177, email Danielle Banes at danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the 
shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Blessings and good health to all,

Emily Colo, NH Thrift Shop volunteer

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Trustees’ Corner

We are approaching the one-year mark since church 
facilities were either totally closed or their use severely 
limited.  As mentioned in my last Trustee update, it 
has been like losing a dear friend.  I miss the daily/
weekly interactions and the renewal of friendships 
that have been such an important part of my life.

As I sit here on this January winter day, thoughts go 
from reflecting on what was accomplished in 2020, 
despite the Covid environment, to anticipating the 
election of new Trustee officers for the 2021 calendar 
year and to thoughts as to what God has in store for 
us in the new year.

While 2020 was clearly a challenging year for all of us, 
the Trustees’ business continued behind the scenes;

   -  The Trustees faithfully met, via Zoom, 11 out of the 
12 calendar months to maintain and discuss the repair 
of the church’s property and complete the legal and 
administrative tasks that are required.

   -  The church sanctuary was hygienically cleaned 
in preparation for in-service worship in late summer.  
Summer air conditioners were installed in anticipation 
of some level of normal activities. Sadly, that never 
materialized and so they were removed in November.

   -  Two significant construction projects were completed:  entrance porticos were added at the Halstead 
campus (see pictures) and new, external steps were completed at the thrift shop.  Thanks to Trustees Terry 
Oliver and Don Treece for overseeing these projects through to completion.

   - Thanks to the Vega family for clearing the fall leaves at the Farview property and the shrub trimming 
at the Halstead campus. Thanks to Sandi Graham for a summer of weed pulling at the Halstead Campus.  
For those that I have missed, thank you for your services and assistance in helping maintain our church 
community property.

By corporate charter, a new slate of officers for the Board of Trustees will be elected for the year 2021 at 
our first official meeting of the new year. The Board will elect a President, Vice President and a recording 
secretary.  The results will be shared in the next Trustees’ Corner. 

As I look forward into 2021 my mind spins with the potential of things that need to be done and the joy of 
knowing some will be realized in the upcoming year.  The new Board will have to set the priorities within 
the level of funding that the church generously provides.  I will share more on the 2021 projects as we know 
them.

The Board has given approval for two Eagle Scout projects on church property.  One will involve making the 
gazebo handicapped-accessible. The other will involve a total “remake” of the flower garden located in the 
front of the NH thrift shop.  Both projects will begin in the spring.

May this article find you safe, filled with the joy of God’s many blessings and rejoice that this too shall pass.

Dick Peete

Trustee President
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive the prayers of our people each 
week.  We appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. 
Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Book/Puzzle Exchange

Moms’ Group

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles 
(no missing pieces) with the community is running 
smoothly. There is a bin on the front steps of the 

church for this purpose. If you don’t have one to trade 
that’s OK, take one anyway.

Tell your friends!

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, February 20, location TBD.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Thank You Notes

Dear Clinton UMC,

Thank you for choosing the LAMB Institute for your generous donation.  We are grateful 
for your partnership with us in our mission to bring glory to God by serving “the least of 
these” in Honduras.  Again, thank you for your generosity!

Blessings in the name of Jesus,

Margaret Merritt, Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for your $500 donation, which will be used to allow CUMAC to give 
the families who rely on us hope and empower them to step into the new year with 
dignity.  Your help makes it possible for us to continue to feed and help our families build 
resilience.  We appreciate your support more than our words can express.

With deep gratitude,

Kayann Foster, Volunteer Coordinator

As February begins, we are in “The Time After Epiphany” (Ordinary Time)

The word “ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or “not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal 
numbers” (first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count the Sundays (such as the Third Sunday 
after Epiphany). This term comes from the Latin ordinalis, meaning “numbered” or “ordered,” and 
tempus ordinarium, “measured time.”

The first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and 
ends on the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The central theme of this season is 
the calling of disciples and the early ministry of Jesus.

The color for this season is green.

On February 17 (Ash Wednesday) “Lent” begins

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers 
to the lengthening days of spring. The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, 
enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry.  Lent is a time of repentance, 
fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a “mini-Easter.” 

The color for this season is purple.  For more information, click here.

Church Seasons

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-does-the-united-methodist-church-say-about-fasting
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-ordinary-time
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

John Tamburro
Digital Ministry Lead Coordinator

johnny@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:johnny%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

