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February 2023

to the February 2023 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The Gift of Love

Dear Church Family,

Love is one of those universals that binds people together from different 
cultures and races — for we all know love. Whether we’ve fallen in love 
ourselves, or not, we have — at one point or another — experienced the 
gift of love in our lives, no matter how big or small. As Christians, we know 
something about love too! We are called to love — to love God, and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. Those are the two greatest commandments 
that Jesus lifted up for his followers. LOVE. And I’d argue that one of the 
best ways to fully embrace God’s love is to share your love with another. As 
Jean Valjean sang it in Les Miserables, “To love another person is to see the 
face of God.”

February is often known as the month of love when romantic love is in 
the air. Many will celebrate Valentine’s Day with heart shaped boxes of 
chocolates and red roses. While it might simply be a “Hallmark holiday.” 
there’s never a bad time to celebrate God’s good gift of love.

(continue to next page)
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Ash Wednesday Service

If you are in a relationship, take time to celebrate the love and intimacy that binds you together, and a 
prayer of thanks for it and for your beloved. If you are a parent or guardian of a young person, I invite you 
to talk about relationships and intimacy in healthy, faithful, life-affirming ways. And most of all, may we 
remember that the love of God stretches beyond romantic love, and encompasses the love of friends and 
family, as well as selfless agape love. Throughout this month of love, let us remember our call to love one 
another as Christ loves us. As we embrace this calling, the words of the beloved hymn will be true, for “they 
WILL know we are Christians by our love.”

In Christ’s love,

Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Senior Pastor
pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

Joel 2:12-13

Yet even now, says the Lord,

    return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning;

     rend your hearts and not your clothing.

Return to the Lord, your God,

    for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love,

    and relents from punishing.

You are invited to journey through Lent with us, beginning with an Ash Wednesday Service February 22 at 
7 pm.

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing 
a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual discipline. A blog post on “Ask the UMC” notes 
that “Athough Ash Wednesday has ancient roots, it does not appear in the rituals of The United Methodist 
Church or our predecessor denominations until the 20th century.

“Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our human mortality. The 
service focuses on both themes, helping us realize that both have been triumphed through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
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Lenten Worship Series

In our Lenten worship series, we will be exploring the spiritual landscapes of Lent and using the elements 
we find in our scriptures to focus our reflections. Landscapes are something we often take for granted, the 
earth that surrounds us and its impact on us. When we’re somewhere amazing and beautiful, like watching 
the sun rise at the beach, standing on a mountaintop, or at the base of a waterfall, we wonder in awe at the 
beauty and majesty of God’s creation, but we rarely think of how we are impacted by our surroundings. 
When we climb to the top of a mountain, we feel like we can conquer anything life throws our way. When 
we stand in the spray of a waterfall, we feel cleansed and refreshed, negativity and hurts washed away. 
When we drive through a barren desert, the starkness reflects the struggle to thrive in the challenging 
circumstances we face.
Our surroundings impact us and can help us reflect on our spiritual journey. As we focus together on the 
scriptural landscapes of Lent and the elements we find there, wilderness, wind, mud, water, cave, and 
palms, we have the opportunity to look around at our own lives, to embrace this season of reflection and 
soul searching. I pray that you will enter this Lenten journey with an open heart and mind, ready and willing 
to dig deep, to reflect, to wander the landscapes that surround you in daily life and in scripture. May we 
journey together in this season, knowing that God is with us!

February 22: Ash Wednesday | The Ashes of Repentance

February 26: Lent 1 | Wilderness: The Temptation of Jesus

March 5: Lent 2 | Wind: Whipping Winds of the Spirit

March 12: Lent 3 | Mud: Healing of the Blind Man

March 19: Lent 4 | Water: Living Water

March 26: Lent 5 | Cave: Raising Lazarus

April 2: Palm/Passion Sunday | Palms: The Palm of Praise and Betrayal
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Save the Date

Save the Date! Lenten Soup and Study Wednesday Nights in March!

Mark your calendar now for our Wednesday night Lenten study. Join 
Pastor Jess and your church family for a soup and bread dinner at 
6:30 pm each Wednesday evening in March, and stay for a Lenten 
study from 7-8 pm. All are welcome to join in the food and fellowship, 
but an RSVP would be helpful in our meal preparations. If you would 
like to attend, or even prepare the meal one of the 5 weeks, please 
contact Sandi in the church office, office@sentforothers.org. 

Financial Update

Through your generous giving, 
we were able to reduce our 
anticipated deficit from $57,290 
to $34,505. Thank you! We’re 
continuing to explore ways to 
increase income while carefully 
managing expenses. If you have 
any questions about our finances, 
please contact the church office.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org.?subject=
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New Year, New Leadership Structure

Clinton UMC’s newly formed Administrative Council kicked off 2023 with an orientation meeting to set 
expectations and brainstorm best practices together, setting the stage for a positive and productive year. 
The Administrative Council combines the former Administrative Board (which oversaw the business side of 
the church) and Council on Ministries (which oversaw the ministry side). 

The New Governance Structure
Like other churches, Clinton UMC has changed considerably over the last several years, and a fresh look 
at our governance structure was in order. Recombining these teams will help ministries to be more closely 
integrated and help ensure all committee and team leaders are seeing the same big picture and hearing 
the same updates.

Council Purpose
The Ad Council is the group of leaders who guide and further the ministry of the congregation. This group 
has three main tasks:

      1. Envision/Plan: Hold and guide the “big picture” of the future of the congregation.
      2. Implement: Manage and administer the ongoing life of the congregation.
      3. Evaluate: Schedule and evaluate the congregation’s ministry.

Questions
If you have questions about the Ad Council or want to get involved in one of the ministries of Clinton UMC, 
contact Ad Council Chair Kelly Lewis or Senior Pastor Jessica Brendler Naulty (who is also the Nominating 
Committee Chair).

Major Outreach Event: Egg Hunt  

Mark your calendars: Clinton UMC’s annual egg hunt will be held Saturday, April 1, 11 am. (Please note the 
change in timing to the day before Palm Sunday.) The egg hunt is one of our most visible events held out 
in the community. If you would like to help us show our love to people who aren’t in our church, you’re invited 
to volunteer! Donations of individually wrapped small candy are needed and appreciated; due by March 19. 
Contact Elaine Peete or the church office for more information. 
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Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)

January was a month of recuperation after the holidays. We started the month with our mission of 
positivity, which involves spreading positive messages throughout the community. We also started a new 
series about religious wisdom, and ended the month with our Chili Cook-off. Thank you to all of you who 
attended!
Throughout February, we will continue our series on religious wisdom and enjoy the Super Bowl together.
We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 5:30-7:30 pm, unless noted otherwise. All 
youth entering grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner is always provided.

JYM FEBUARY SCHEDULE:

February 5 - Squad Night
February 12 - Superbowl Party
February 19 - Squad Night 
February 26 - Squad Night
March 4, 4 pm to March 5, 11:30 am - Lock-In 

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our youth. If you are interested in 
donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a small group. Reach out to Jess Vega 
(jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

(continued on next page)

Wash & Wear

Second-hand clothes are a staple for many kids in need… but 
access to underwear is often an issue. Your donation of new, 

packaged underwear for children and teens, as well as laundry 
detergent, provides access to necessities we take for granted.  

Drop donations at the display in church or use the online Amazon 
link in your midweek news.

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/2YK82Z07TZ3OS/guest-view
https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/2YK82Z07TZ3OS/guest-view
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Children’s Ministry

Jr. JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bi-monthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) programming and opportunities. Our 
January programming included a mission night with the JYM and we had a blast on our Game Day!

Jr. JYM FEBRUARY SCHEDULE:
February 12, 5:30 - 7:30 pm – Super Bowl Party with the JYM
February 19, 11:30 am – 1pm - Musical Madness
Friends are ALWAYS welcome! 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:

  • Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
  • Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders, as there are many illnesses 
    going around.
  • Pray for our students as they face school challenges, such as exams, homework, busy schedules, and
    social pressures.
  • Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 
908-397-7812 (cell)

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

A Note from Eleanor Irons

To my wonderful Christmas friends and family,

My hope is that this Christmas season brings you all peace, joy, and love as you have provided to me over 
the past few months.  Thank you for the gifts, cards and many prayers.

Sincerely, 
Eleanor 

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Rainbow Update

In a recent sermon series, Pastor Jessica talked about the practices 
of lifelong learners. In the spirit of supporting continued learning 
within our congregation, we are offering this short primer on some key 
acronyms and terms. While many people are familiar with them, it can 
be easy to miss nuances or use terms incorrectly. 

What does LGBTQ mean?
LGBTQ is an acronym that stands for expressions of sexuality (the 
romantic attraction towards others) and gender (the biological or 
physical identity that a person communicates or shows to others).

     L:  Lesbian—same sex female attraction 
     G: Gay—same sex male attraction 
     B:  Bisexual—people who are attracted to both males and females
     T:  Transgender—people who have transitioned from their birth sex
          to their preferred gender (male to female or female to male)
     Q:  Queer—an umbrella term for those who are not heterosexual

The Rainbow Team remains committed to listening to our 
congregation and is open to conversations. Our goal is to continue 
to be supportive of our collective growth, understanding, and 
acceptance.

Emily Dunn
Rainbow Team

NH Mission Center

You’re Invited
Monthly Free Dinner at North Hunterdon 

Chasing Away the Winter Blues!
Mary Jane Carlin, PhD

Saturday, February 18, 5-6:30 pm* 

North Hunterdon Campus
51 Route 635, Hampton, NJ

Please RSVP to the church office at 908-735-
7025 or office@sentforothers.org or online. 
*Can’t make it for dinner? Pick up from 4-5 

pm. RSVP required.

Thank You Note from Staff

Dear CUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for your generous gifts at Christmastime! We so appreciate your thoughtfulness and care. 
You are a wonderful church family, and we look forward to another year of being in meaningful ministry with 
you. 

With love,

Pastor Jess, Sandi, Beth, Jess, Rose, Heather, Karl, Faith, Donna, Eric and Erica 

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/newnorth-hunterdon/nh-rsvp
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NH Thrift Shop Update

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop provides a treasure trove of vintage, 
everyday, and brand name items. These include housewares, lamps, 
dishes, china, silver pieces, crystal, linens, jewelry, clothing for men, 
women, teens and children, shoes, accessories, books, DVDs, electronics, 
toys, games, new gift items and an assortment of other merchandise 
that’s donated to the shop on a regular basis.

The shop offers top bargains monthly and special weekly bargains, too. 
During February clothes tagged red and orange are 50% off and blue-
tagged items are just $1 each. Jewelry, shoes, and boots are 50% off. To 
check out the weekly bargains, stop by during  shop hours or call the 
shop at 908-735-0177. 

Donations of clean, good-quality clothing and home goods are being 
accepted at the shop. This month, the shop seeks donations of shoes, 
jewelry, St. Patrick’s Day items, spring clothing and spring items, 
kitchenware, items for outdoor activities and gardening, and small 
furniture.

The shop thanks those who continue to 
donate shoes to Soles4Souls
(S4S). The shop will continue to collect 
any shoes of all types, conditions and 

sizes for donation to S4S. The shoes will be distributed worldwide by 
S4S, a nonprofit micro-enterprise program. Families in the program can 
refurbish and sell the donated shoes to help pay for food, housing and 
education.

Make a difference and meet great people —volunteer at the North 
Hunterdon Thrift Shop. If you have a warm smile and a heart for others, 
this may be the ministry for you! You don’t need experience, and you can 
choose days/times that work for you. For more information, call 908-
735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or 
Instagram.

Jane Treece
Lead Volunteer

Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry. 

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=


10

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall. 
The next meeting is Saturday, Fenruary 25 at 10am. Want 

to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or  
jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Church Season

The Time After Epiphany (Ordinary Time)

The first period of Ordinary Time, called the Season after Epiphany, begins on Epiphany Day and ends on 
February 21, the day before Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent). The central theme of this season is 
the calling of disciples and the early ministry of Jesus.  The color for this season is green.

On February 22 (Ash Wednesday) “Lent” begins.

Lent is a season of 40 days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on 
Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and refers to the 
lengthening days of spring. The 40 days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring 
the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry.  Lent is a time of repentance, fasting and 
preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the 40 days because each Sunday represents a “mini-Easter.”  The 
color for this season is purple.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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Christmas Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

