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December 2022

to the December 2022 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

Preparing for Christmas

Dear Church Family,

Ahhh!  The season of Advent; it is one of my favorites in the life of the 
church.  The anticipation… the expectation… the building of excitement until 
the celebration of Christmas!  Growing up as a pastor’s kid, my parents 
always sought to bring the spirit of Christmas into our home, and I’m not 
talking about the commercial aspect of Christmas.  Sure, we decorated the 
house with reindeer, Christmas lights, and wrapped packages to put under 
a decorated tree, but I remember, and treasure, the ways we celebrated 
Christ in the home too.  The Advent wreath that sat on the sideboard in our 
dining room, lit each night before dinner.  The nativity scene displayed in 
the living room... the one that baby Jesus was not added to until Christmas 
morning while we read from Luke chapter 2 gathered around the tree.

Simple traditions like these can transform the way we celebrate Christmas.  
If you do not yet have an Advent tradition that you practice in your own 
home, I invite you to try a new one.  Create an Advent wreath, a simple 
circle of evergreen branches, a sign of life without end, with its four Advent 
candles encircling a central white Christ candle.  Use this Advent wreath to 
practice a daily or weekly devotional, as an individual or as a family.  I invite 
you to use the following prayer as a blessing for the advent wreath in your 
home.
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Sermon Series

Christ came to walk among us; to bring peace, hope, joy, and love.  We pray that we are always ready to 
receive the gifts Christ brings to our lives and to our world.  Come, Lord Jesus.  In this season of Advent, open 
our hearts to God’s love, that the light of Christ may shine in us and through us to light up the world.  May this 
Advent wreath constantly remind us to prepare for the coming of Christ, that the Christmas season may fill 
us with peace and joy as we strive to follow the example of Jesus.  Loving God, we joyfully await the coming 
of Christ, who enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness.  Pour out your blessings upon us as we light 
the candles of this wreath.  May their light reflect the splendor of Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Adapted from The United Methodist Book of Worship Copyright (c) 1992 The United Methodist Publishing 
House.)

As the season of Advent unfolds, I pray that you would use this advent wreath to deepen your experience 
of Christmas.  Celebrate the coming of Christ in your life, not only while you are in the church building, but 
in your home as well.  I wish you and your loved ones a blessed season of preparation!  

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas to us all! 

Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty
Senior Pastor
pastorjess@sentforothers.org

908-400-2343 (cell)

Join us in worship this Advent season, as we prepare our hearts and lives to welcome again the coming 
of Christ! In the four weeks leading up to Christmas, we will dig into our Old and New Testament texts 
which traditionally foretell the coming of Christ. We will explore the ways Jesus offers peace in the midst 
of our chaotic world, hope to the hopeless, joy for the downcast, and love for all, making possible what 
once seemed impossible.

November 27: “Peace Made Possible” | Isaiah 2: 1-5

December 4: “Hope Made Possible” | Isaiah 11: 1-10

December 11: “Joy Made Possible” | Luke 1: 46b-55

December 18: “Love Made Possible” | Matthew 1: 18-25

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Clinton Christmas Parade Hospitality 

Clinton’s Christmas parade is a major 
event—and an opportunity for us to show 
our community some love. On December 
2, we’ll have hot chocolate and cookies for 

parade-goers. You can be part of the fun by 
baking cookies and stopping by to say hi to 
our visitors. Cookies should be labeled and 

placed in the freezer ahead of time. 
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Advent Study

Peace. Hope. Joy. Love. Jesus makes them all possible today, even in a world that can seem chaotic and 
divided. This Advent, prepare your heart and soul to receive Jesus and his transforming love…and to see 
the possibilities it brings. This study complements the Advent sermon series; see page 2 for series detail. 
RSVP to office@sentforothers.org for the Zoom link.

Four-week study on Zoom • Starting Nov. 28 • Monday nights at 7 pm

North Hunterdon Dinner and Christmas Music 
December’s community dinner will feature an evening of 
Christmas music. If you have friends who are looking for 
a different kind of worship or who can’t attend on Sunday 
mornings, please invite them! RSVP by December 14.

Saturday, December 17, 5-6:30 pm

Takeout available with pre-order

North Hunterdon Thrift and Mission Campus

Greg Crawford
NH Dream Team Co-Chair 

Christmas in Song & Sing-Along 

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Youth Ministry

JYM (Journey Youth Ministry)
November was filled with togetherness and fun! We began the month 
with some Thanksgiving crafts which were donated to a local homeless 
meal program, made a whole bunch of pies, then ended with the return 
of our annual progressive Thanksgiving dinner. We also did some work 
on ornament cards, which have become a more recent holiday tradition 
of ours. December brings the Christmas celebrations, a Parents Night Out 
fundraiser, and some time off. We will continue to meet in the youth room 
each Sunday from 5:30-7:30pm, unless noted otherwise. All youth entering 
grades 6-12 are welcome to join us at any time and dinner is always 
provided.

JYM DECEMBER SCHEDULE:
December 4 - Squad Night
December 10 - Parents Night Out Fundraiser (3pm-8pm)
December 11 - Squad Night 
December 18 - Annual Christmas Party
December 25 - JYM is CLOSED for Christmas 
January 1 - JYM is CLOSED for New Year’s Day

As always, we are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed 
our youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any point, either on your own or as a 
small group. Reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

Jr.JYM (Jr. Journey Youth Ministry)

A junior youth group for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a bi-monthly gathering that offers fun, games, 
community, and an introduction to JYM (Journey Youth Ministry) programming and opportunities. 

Jr.JYM DECEMBER SCHEDULE:
December 4, 11:30a-1:00p - Christmas Mission 
December 18, 5:30-7:30p - Annual Christmas Party with the JYM
Friends are ALWAYS welcome! 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways:
• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet, grow, and build relationships together.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders as there are many illnesses going 
around.
• Pray for our students as they face school challenges, such as exams, homework, busy schedules, and 
social pressures.
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega
Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 
908-397-7812 
Romans 12:10-13

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

Be sure to not miss this year’s children’s pageant!  Sunday, December 18 during our worship service.

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

Help Us End the Year Strong

Thanks to your generosity, we’ve made some progress in narrowing our financial gap. With your support, 
we can close it even further by year-end. December is typically a strong month for our church. Please pray 
for God’s provision for our church and for us to end 2022 well financially, enabling us to continue all of our 
ministries and missions in 2023. 

You have many choices for your giving dollars. Why choose Clinton UMC? If you worshiped with us during 
our “Put Your Whole Self In” sermon series, you heard several testimonies from our church family. You can 
also hear them on our Giving 2023 page. 

Can we count on you to help us end the year strong? Please ensure your gifts are given (or postmarked if 
mailed) by December 31 to be included in 2022 giving. 

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.sentforothers.org/give/2023-giving
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Are you looking for the perfect Christmas gift at a reasonable 
price or an idea for that Christmas gift exchange for a family 
member or friend? Check out the Christmas Room at the Thrift 
Shop. The shelves are stocked with unique gifts and decorations.  
All Christmas decor and Christmas sweaters are Buy 1 Get 2 Free!

Super bargains can be found throughout the Thrift Shop during 
the month of December. Clothes tagged green and blue are 
50% off and orange tags are just a $1. All kitchenware, glassware, 
frames, linens, and lamps are 50% off, too. 

Don’t forget the winter coat drive! You can help the homeless 
in our area by donating new or gently used coats to bring some 
warmth and comfort to the less fortunate this winter. The coats 
for adults will be given to the shop’s mission partner, Safe Harbor, 
a facility for the homeless in Easton, Pa. Donated children’s coats 
will go to various family outreach programs in Hunterdon County. 
Winter coat drive ends on December 31. 

The shop is continuing to collect shoes of all types, conditions, 
and sizes for donation to the nonprofit, micro-enterprise program, Soles4Souls (S4S). S4S distributes 
the shoes to needy families worldwide, who can repair and sell them to help pay for food, housing, and 
education.

Anyone who wants to be part of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and get a great discount 
is encouraged to become a North Hunterdon Thrift Shop volunteer! If interested in volunteering or for 
more information about the shop, call the shop at 908-735-0177, email office@sentforothers.org , or visit 
the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

For the holidays, the shop will be closed Dec. 22, 2022, through Jan. 1, 2023, and will reopen Jan. 2, 2023. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Jane Treece

Lead Volunteer

NH Thrift Shop
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Rainbow Team
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Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time, held after worship and enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those who are willing to serve others.  Anyone interested can stop by the kitchen on Sunday 
morning to learn more and see the bulletin board to commit to lending a hand to this important ministry. 

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate every 
prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure that 

is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group meets once a month in the social hall. 
Want to learn more?  Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 

or  jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Church Season
Advent Began Sunday, November 27 

 The word “advent” derives from the Latin “adventus,” meaning “coming.” During its earliest observances, 
Advent was 40 days of repentance, fasting and prayer as new believers prepared for their baptisms. 
Oftentimes, these baptisms took place on the day of Epiphany—which is a day remembering the Magi’s 
visit to baby Jesus; it was a celebration of Jesus’ incarnation on Earth. 

Later Christians began tying Advent not just to Christ’s incarnation, but to an anticipated second coming of 
Christ. Advent became a period for renewing the anticipation and longing for Jesus’ return. 

Today, Advent is a period of preparation for both “advents”— or arrivals — of Jesus. Lester Ruth, a professor 
at Duke Divinity School and a historian of Christian worship, offered this distinction for Advent: “The 
simplest way I have to distinguish between Advent and Christmas is that advent uses the word “come” as 
a longing petition, expressed in anticipation, whereas Christmas is a commemorative reflection on how the 
Lord has come in Christ’s birth and thus the trigger for a new redemptive order has begun.”

One of the ways we reflect on Advent in communal worship is by utilizing an Advent wreath—a simple 
wreath surrounding four exterior candles and one central candle. The four exterior candles represent the 
hallmarks of a renewed creation: joy, hope, peace and love. The central candle represents the presence of 
Christ. Each Sunday, one more of the exterior candles is lit. Finally, the Christ candle is lit as a reminder of 
Christ’s ongoing presence. We, of course, can bring this practice home, creating our own Advent wreaths 
and contemplating our own longings for more joy, hope, peace and love. 

The liturgical color for Advent is blue.

Christmastide:  The Christmas season immediately follows Advent. The traditional Twelve Days of 
Christmas begin with Christmas Eve on the evening of December 24 and continue until the feast of 
Epiphany, which is on January 6.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/December_24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Jessica Brendler Naulty

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025

Cell 908-400-2343
pastorjess@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:pastorjess%40sentforothers.org%0D?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=

