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December 2021

to the December 2021 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Happy and Blessed Advent-Christmas to you and yours!

We are in this season of anticipation, preparation and waiting for 
Christmas.  For many of us, this year’s Advent-Christmas season feels 
safer and better than last year, because booster shots are available and 
we will be able to gather in person as well as online to worship and enjoy 
fellowship.  

As I reflect and meditate on the lyrics of several Advent-Christmas hymns 
and songs, I feel within me a deep sense of peace. . .love. . .and hope in 
the Lord.  These lyrics point to one single person whose name is Jesus.  
He is our incarnate Savior who came down to us to show us what God’s 
love looks like.  He is the best gift we can ask for. 

So, during this holy and joyful season, may you experience God’s amazing 
love wrapped with hope.  May God richly bless you as you accept, unwrap, 
celebrate and enjoy God’s Christmas gift.

Joyfully,

Pastor Brandon

Lead Pastor

brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon%40sentforothers.org%20?subject=
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Encouraging Word Series
New Series: “The Characters of Christmas”

We all love a good story. A well-crafted 
story contains a beginning, middle, and 
end. The plot keeps the reader engaged as 
conflict moves to resolution. However, it’s 
the characters in the story that give life to the 
plot. It’s the characters that readers connect 
with and remember long after a story is told. 
During this Advent and Christmas season, 
you are cordially invited to travel with the key 
characters of the Christmas story.  

November 28: “Zechariah” | Luke 1:5-20

December 5: “Mary” | Luke 1:26-38

December 12: “Joseph” | Matthew 1:18-25

December 19: “Shepherds” | Luke 2:8-20

December 24: Christmas Eve | “Whose 
Birthday Is It?” | Luke 2:1-20

December 26: “The Wise Men from the East” | 
Matthew 2:1-12

Christmas Eve Services
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Save Time: Give Online
Starting to get organized for the new year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to 
Clinton UMC for all of 2022. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled “Church 
Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC using 
Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: www.sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the 
screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online. 

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to your 
list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and address (PO 
Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the church, this is one 
of our most cost-effective options. 

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org. 

Youth Ministry

JYM

November was a busy time and we’re looking at a busy December 
as well. We are enjoying a series called “Good Things,” we held two 
successful fundraisers, and are working hard to make our way to 
Puerto Rico! December will bring some more fun and fundraising.

We will continue to meet in the youth room each Sunday from 
5:30pm-7:30pm unless noted otherwise. All youth in grades 6-12 
are welcome to join us at any time and dinner will be provided.

The upcoming schedule will be as follows:

December 5 - Christmas Mission

December 12 - Squad Night

December 18 – Parents’ Night Out Fundraiser (4pm-8pm)

December 19 - Christmas Party

December 26 - JYM is CLOSED 

January 2 - Movie Night

We are asking for dinner donations each Sunday to help feed our 
youth. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any 
point, either on your own or as a small group, please visit this link or 
reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

(continue to next page)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaN0tz-AKeY
http://www.sentforothers.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaN0tz-AKeY
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Jr. JYM

New for students in grades 4-6! Jr. JYM is a once-a-month gathering that will offer fun, games, community, 
and an introduction to JYM programming and opportunities. Our next meeting will be Sunday December 12 
from 11:30-1:30 in the youth room. Pizza lunch will be provided. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth programs in the following ways: 

• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely.

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for our students’ missionary spirits as they work and fundraise to help others.

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 

Jess Vega

Clinton UMC Youth Coordinator 

908-397-7812 

Thank You Note

Dear Clinton UMC Congregants,

We cannot thank you enough for your contribution to support Family Promise of Hunterdon.  Your gift 
will go a long way in helping better the lives of under-resourced families.  As a volunteer-powered 
organization, we rely on your generosity to provide much-needed services to children and families.  We 
are a comprehensive support agency, but we could not do what we do without you.  Family Promise’s 
desire is for our families to maintain long-term stability.  Thank you for choosing to give to our mission.  
We are grateful that you made our families a priority.

Sincerely,

Angela Fields

Executive Director
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Holiday Shopping

Are you looking for the perfect Christmas gift at a 
reasonable price or an idea for that Christmas gift 
exchange for a family member or friend? Check out the 
Christmas Wonderland at the Thrift Shop. The shelves 
are stocked with unique gifts and decorations that will 
make your home feel cheery and bright.   

The NH Thrift Shop will hold a “Little Shop of Christmas 
Gifts” on Saturday, Dec. 18 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
Children up to age 12 can shop for gifts for their parents, 
siblings, teachers and others in this special Christmas 
area, which will have separate tables and packed shelves 
with gifts costing $1, $2 and $3 or less. Volunteers will be 
on hand to assist the children and provide free gift-wrapping between 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.  Santa will 
be visiting the shop on Dec. 18, too. Come and get a photo with him.

Mission News

 NH Thrift Shop continues to support Eva’s Village and Safe Harbor during the winter months. The shop 
has joined with Eva’s Village in asking the area communities to donate 1,000 kids’ coats. The coat drive will 
run through February 27, 2022. Coats may be new or gently used, sizes newborn through youth size 18. 
Eva’s Village, located in Paterson, NJ, is a nonprofit, comprehensive behavioral health and social service 
organization with a mission to provide care and support for people struggling with poverty, hunger, 
homelessness, and addiction.

The NH Thrift Shop is also asking the community to help the homeless 
in our area by donating new or gently-used sleeping bags, tarps, and 
pairs of wool socks to bring some warmth and comfort. The Thrift Shop 
started this Sleep-N-Quarters Mission by partnering with the nonprofit 
Safe Harbor, a facility for the homeless in Easton, PA.

Join the NH Volunteer Team

The NH Thrift Shop volunteers encourage anyone who wants to be part 
of an amazing mission and team, meet new people, and get a great 
discount, in a very safe environment, to become a thrift shop volunteer.  
Contact Danielle Banes at danielle@sentforothers.org if interested.

Accepting donations 

This month, the shop seeks donations of winter coats, especially 
children’s coats, books (novels only), home décor (in season), 
kitchenware, small appliances, St.Patrick’s Day, Valentine, and Mardi 
Gras items, and vinyl records.  Donations are being accepted by 
appointment only by calling 908-735-0177. For details of this process, 
visit the shop’s Facebook page or our website.

For the holidays, the shop will be closed Dec. 23 through Jan. 9, and will reopen Jan. 10.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Warmly,

Jane Treece, Volunteer

NH Thrift Shop Update

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Care Committee

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship 
time, held after worship and enjoyed by 
so many, is staffed each week by those 
who are willing to serve others.  Anyone 
interested can stop by the kitchen on 
Sunday morning to learn more and see 
the bulletin board to commit to lending 
a hand to this important ministry. 

Holiday hospitality is happening!  We 
will be opening our church to the 
community and offering hot chocolate 
and home-baked goodies during the 
Clinton Christmas Parade, Friday, December 3.  Please support this effort by donating your home-baked 
goods on or about Friday, December 3.  Thank you!

Contact the church office for details: Email: office@sentforothers.org,  Phone: 908-735-7025. 

Shop Rite Cards for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for sale in the social hall.

5% of all sales go toward our church mission.

Please come prepared with cash or check made out to CUMC.

Christmas in Song & Sing-Along

Save the Date! December 5 at 3pm

Make a joyful noise! Join the CUMC Choir, Praise 
Team and others as we kick off the Christmas 
season with an afternoon of musical performance 
and plenty of carol singing. Please bring your 
neighbors and friends for a celebration of song, 
prayer and fellowship. Light refreshments will 
follow.

Heather Schweitzer
CUMC Choir Director
choir@sentforothers.org

Save the Date

Our Care committee is sponsoring “Crazy Card Night” for a cold day in January.  Join together to warm up 
with a fun getting-to-know-you game in the social hall on January 15, 2022 at 7pm. More details to follow.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org%20?subject=
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MissionPossible

A lot is happening at the North Hunterdon Hope 
Center!

November was a big month as the Dream Team held 
the first nontraditional worship opportunity in the form 
of a gratitude dinner. The evening was filled with food, 
conversation and thanksgiving. 

I want to give Andrew Dunn a big shout-out for his work 
on refinishing the beautiful hardwood flooring in the 
sanctuary. It looks amazing, and it anchors our blend of 
the traditional and the modern.

Please continue to include our efforts in your daily 
prayers! We’re asking God to: 
          • Bring new worshippers to our new faith community
          • Raise up people to share testimonies and music 
          • Bless both current missions (Thrift Shop, monthly dinner, etc.) and those that are to come 
          • Inspire people to join the Dream Team and/or help out with planning and events
          • Give us discernment and grace for each challenge we face 

Our next nontraditional worship event will be: 
Dinner and Christmas Music
Saturday, December 18, 5—6:30 pm

If you have friends who are looking for a different kind of worship or who can’t attend on Sunday mornings, 
please invite them! 

If you would like more information or have any questions, please contact me (gcrawf216@gmail.com) or 
Co-chair Nick Tonzetich (ntonzetich@gmail.com). You can also call or text me on 908.343.1936.

Greg Crawford
NH Dream Team Co-Chair 

Thank You Note

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generous support of our mission and passion to feed and empower the community.  
Your donation allows us to purchase fresh, healthy food for those we serve, a step in helping our families 
regain the resources they need to flourish.  We appreciate your support as we build resilience in our 
community by giving everyone a voice and the hope that they can thrive.  Thank you for your partnership.

Warm Regards,
CUMAC Staff

mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet  Saturday, December 10 at 6:30pm.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

The word “advent” derives from the Latin “adventus,” meaning “coming.” During its earliest observances, 
Advent was 40 days of repentance, fasting and prayer as new believers prepared for their baptisms. 
Oftentimes, these baptisms took place on the day of Epiphany — which is a day remembering the Magi’s 
visit to baby Jesus; it was a celebration of Jesus’ incarnation on Earth. 

Later Christians began tying Advent not just to Christ’s incarnation, but to an anticipated second coming of 
Christ. Advent became a period for renewing the anticipation and longing for Jesus’ return. 

Today, Advent is a period of preparation for both “advents” — or arrivals — of Jesus. Lester Ruth, a 
professor at Duke Divinity School and a historian of Christian worship, offered this distinction for Advent: 
“The simplest way I have to distinguish between Advent and Christmas is that advent uses the word "come" 
as a longing petition, expressed in anticipation, whereas Christmas is a commemorative reflection on how 
the Lord has come in Christ's birth and thus the trigger for a new redemptive order has begun.”

One of the ways we reflect on Advent in communal worship is by utilizing an Advent wreath — a simple 
wreath surrounding four exterior candles and one central candle. The four exterior candles represent the 
hallmarks of a renewed creation: joy, hope, peace and love. The central candle represents the presence of 
Christ. Each Sunday, one more of the exterior candles is lit. Finally, the Christ candle is lit as a reminder of 
Christ’s ongoing presence. We, of course, can bring this practice home, creating our own Advent wreaths 
and contemplating our own longings for more joy, hope, peace and love. 

The liturgical color for Advent is purple.

Church Season: Advent

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
http://Advent
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

