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October 2017

to the October 2017
issue of the Clinton 
United Methodist Church 
newsletter. We are a 
community sent for others; 
our hope is for all people 
to experience God’s love 
in Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself…
    ~Philippians 2: 4-7

“Emptied himself of all but love…” 
    ~And Can It Be, by hymn writer Charles Wesley 

A Firm Foundation
When we say that we are sent for others at Clinton United Methodist Church, 
we’re saying something that has firm roots not only in Scripture, but also in 
the very character of God. Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, leads 
the way in how we are to live in relationship with others.  This is why Paul (the 
writer of Philippians, a letter in the New Testament) is careful to set Jesus as 
the example of one who considers not only his own interests, but foremost 
the interests of others. 

Jesus empties himself.  As Paul says, even though Jesus was equal with God, 
he did not use this in a way for his own self-serving needs.  He didn’t exploit 
such a reality. He leveraged all that he had for the others in the room when 
he washed the disciples’ feet. He leveraged all that he had by taking the form 
of a servant and by being obedient to death on a cross. He leveraged his life 
for you and for me. 

On homecoming Sunday, I shared with our church a few thoughts on how 
Jesus emptied himself.  I also shared a few ideas for our hope-filled future 
together. Here is a quick review (you can also listen online at sentforothers.org). 

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 

Noise
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Circles Sermon Series

Jesus emptied himself of:

Omniscience (knowing all). Jesus limited his knowledge to what he needed to know in that day and time.  
He probably didn’t know what an iPad was.  He emptied himself of the need to know everything.  Can you 
do that? 

Omnipotence (having unlimited power). Jesus limited his strength when he took not only the form of a 
servant, but the form of a baby. Physically speaking, babies aren’t that powerful. Jesus was willing to be weak 
to understand our weakness.  He was dependent upon others so that we might learn to be dependent upon 
others, too.  Can you embrace your weakness? 

Omnipresence (being all present). Jesus wasn’t in all places at all times.  He emptied himself of the reality 
of trying to be everywhere for everyone.  He invested his life into a few.  He traveled around one basic region.  
He showed us that with this simple truth, the world can still be impacted.  Can you live into the fullness of 
where you are now?  Is that enough? 

A Hope-Filled Future
I celebrate all that we are now and who we hope to be.  We hope to grow together in the following ways:

Roots and Branches. We have shared a document with you before around our hope for facility renovation 
and the beginning of new faith communities in our area. See our September newsletter for the most recent 
update. 

Multi-site Congregation.  With the addition of our online campus, www.sentforothers.org, we have two 
locations for people to discover Jesus’ love. One is physical; one is digital.  Our hope is to move toward having 
five campuses in the next three years. 

Fifth Sundays. Beginning in 2018 we are looking to do Sunday morning worship by serving our community.  
There are four “fifth Sundays” of the month in 2018.  Opportunities will be made available for all to serve.  
More information will follow in advance of our first one on April 29, 2018.   

Christmas Eve Offering.  The witness to our community this Christmas will reinforce our vision to be sent 
for others as we give away our entire Christmas Eve offering. This can only be done through your continued 
generosity and support, and for that, I am truly thankful.  Christmas is not our birthday, after all.   

There is much more to come for us. The best days are yet to come. Continue to connect, grow, and serve 
together.  Join a group and be in deeper community with one another.  Pray, give, and be sent for others.  
The good news is that I am here for you, and you are here for me.  We are here for each other.  We are sent 
for others. 

In our Circles sermon series, we’re walking through the stories of 
men and women who played important roles in sharing the good 
news of God’s love. They may not be the first people who come to 
mind. You might not even know their names. But they can teach 
you powerful lessons you can apply to your life today.

10/1  Abigail  1 Samuel 25:14-19

10/8  The Samaritan Woman John 4:39-41

10/15  Matthias Acts 1:21-26

10/22 Martha Luke 10:38-42 and John 11:17-22

10/29  Blind Bartimaeus Mark 10:46-52

-Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor

michael@sentforothers.org
908-735-7025 Ext. 1
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September was an awesome month in the life of 
Journey Youth Ministry! We had our annual paint 
balloon kickoff, where 20+ students joined us for 
games, food, and a bonfire.  In the same weekend, 
we hosted the first night of youth group at “The JYM,” 
complete with a guest speaker/worship leader and 
lots of fun games with prizes! Once again, 20 students 
and eight leaders joined us. 

Also this month, we launched a new format for 
Sunday nights at The JYM. Beginning at 5:30pm, 
we are hosting age-appropriate Bible study groups 
that will be studying one parable per week for the 
remainder of 2017. Following the Bible study time, 
we hear announcements, take an offering for our 
Compassion International child that we sponsor, 
participate in musical worship, and hear a brief word 
of encouragement from a leader. We conclude our 
time together by hanging out, snacking, and playing 
games.  Once a month, we will have a guest speaker 
share their story with us. 

October Events

Fri-Sun 9/29-10/1 IGNITE Youth  

  Convention

Sun 10/1 Youth Group

Sun 10/8 Youth Group

Sun 10/15 Youth Group

Sun 10/22 Youth Group, 

  Guest Speaker

Sun 10/29 Halloween Party
-Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries

mecan@sentforothers.org  908.-735-.7025

Youth Group Update
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Q&A with Melissa Nyoni

Melissa Nyoni, our new Director of Children’s and 
Family Ministry, talks about connecting families with 
Jesus and with one another. Hear more of her story 
on our app or website; go to “Media” section and 
click on the sermon titled, “Buying the Field.”

Tell us about yourself. 
My husband Max and I have been married for 
almost 10 years. We met in Malawi, Africa, where I 
lived for 3 years as a missionary, and we got married 
there. We have two boys, 7-year-old Kondwani and 
4-year-old Vitu. 

I’m really excited to be here at Clinton UMC. You have 
such passion and such vision for your community, 
such a heart for people to know one another, and 
to do life with one other, and to make that known to 
other people. 

Why is it important to connect families with Christ and 
with community?
As the church, we can partner with parents and 
encourage them to be the primary spiritual 
influence in their kids’ lives. 
That’s parents’ true role; that’s 
what God is calling them to 
be. When we invest in both 
parents and kids, we invest in 
the whole family, and it allows 
all of us to know Christ in a new 
way. It’s a holistic approach, 
and it’s very beautiful.  

If the teaching of our kids and 
teenagers happens only in this 
church building, we’re limiting 
ourselves to about 50 hours a 
year. That’s not enough time 
to create a lifelong personal 
relationship with Jesus. I think 
most adults know that’s not 
what their faith is – if they just 
come to church on Sunday, 
that’s not enough. It’s about 
a daily walk. A daily walk 
happens when parents get to 
be that spiritual influence in 
their kids’ lives.

When the faith conversation extends into the home, 
it can be a catalyst… it happens at home, it happens 
in the community, it happens at school, and kids 
start to see Christ not just as a place they visit once 
a week, but as a daily relationship with the creator 
of the universe, who loves them and gave His life for 
them, and wants to be their friend forever. 

What does it mean to you to be “sent for others”?
Being sent for others means that my life is about 
more than just me. We’re called to be a part of 
something bigger. We’re not just here to fulfill our 
wants and needs; we’re here to make the kingdom 
come. We’re here to go out and share the kingdom 
with other people and get them excited about the 
work God is doing in and around them. 

We want to make people’s lives better and the 
world better because God told us to help build 
His kingdom in the world. I love the idea of being 
sent for others, and I feel that’s exactly what family 
ministry should be. 
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MissionPossible

By now you’ve seen, read and heard about the 
devastation from Hurricane Harvey in Texas, Irma in 
Florida, and Maria in Puerto Rico. In times like these, 
we often ask ourselves “What can I do?” Often, the 
response is, “Write a check.” That’s great – financial 
resources are an important component of relief, 
recovery, and rehab.

But sometimes we wonder if there is something 
more. Can we organize a mission trip to the affected 
areas, roll up our sleeves, and do something? Indeed, 
that may be the response God calls us to. But in the 
early days after a devastating storm (or storms), more 
people aren’t always what those regions need.

One valuable branch of the United Methodist Church 
is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, better 
known as UMCOR, a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization. 
UMCOR’s work includes programs and projects 
related to disaster response, health, sustainable 
agriculture, food security, relief supplies, and more.

It’s the last category that we can get involved in now, 
in response to the natural disasters of Harvey and 
Irma.

Throughout the month of October, we will be 
collecting supplies to fill 10-20 cleaning kits, which 
will go a long way toward helping people hit by 
the hurricanes and resulting floods begin the 
overwhelming job of cleaning up. More information 
on the cleaning kits is available on the UMCOR 
website. 

In the social hall, you’ll find a “relief bucket” with 
index cards that have the supplies listed that we will 
need to fill those kits. Once we have the supplies and 
the buckets, we will schedule a party to assemble 
the kits and get them ready to ship to Florida, Texas, 
and/or Puerto Rico.

UMCOR is very specific about the cleaning supplies 
needed and their quantities, so please grab a card, 
get exactly what is listed and bring it back to the 
social hall.

Not much of a shopper? Consider donating funds to 
help pay for postage. Make your checks out to CUMC 
and note “Missions – Relief Bucket” in the memo line. 

Become part of the CUMC Bucket Brigade!

Join the Bucket Brigade!

- Greg Crawford, Missions Chair

gcrawf216@gmail.com   908-236-0371
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Letters of Thanks 

Condolences

Dear CUMC, 

Thank you for the 244 pounds of groceries you do-
nated to the Open Cupboard Food Pantry. They were 
especially needed during the summer when many 
donors were on vacation. 

No single donor is enough to keep the Pantry afloat. 
The combined effort of the community – from large 
corporations to individuals – provided us with nearly 
600,000 pounds of food last year. 

Thank you, we couldn’t do it without you. 

Gratefully, 

Tobey Wodder, Open Cupboard Food Pantry

 

Church Conference 

The CUMC church conference will be held Saturday, 
October 28, at Calvary UMC and Aldersgate UMC in 
East Brunswick. Please join us to celebrate the life of 
our church and vote on adjustments to our governance 
structure. Here’s the schedule:

Saturday, October 28

10 am:   Worship and Opening Session  
  with Tony Campolo
Noon:   Church conference

Contact the church office with any questions.

Former Choir Director Victor Shen shared with us that his father, Che-Tsai Shen, passed away in September. 
Victor and his wife, Marianne, were able to spend time with his dad in his final days. Victor says that, “My dad 
lived a good life, and he is celebrated with his wonderful art works by many. I shall miss him dearly.”

Please join us in praying for Victor and his family as they grieve. Cards can be sent to 1 Heather Way,  
East Brunswick, NJ,  08816.
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Every Sunday morning, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate 
are ready by 8:00 in the social hall for all the early birds;  
then, during the “fellowship time” between the services, 
goodies and juices are also available.       

A big thank-you to the September hosts: Mary and 
Dakota Fitzpatrick; Nancy Smith; Rheta Spinks; Stacey 
Condatore; Suzie Smith; Bonnie Dorsey; Rosie Ranauro; 
Wisty Hall; Blanche Milheim; and Priscilla Cartwright.   

In addition to hosting fellowship time every Sunday, and 
shopping and maintaining the kitchen and supplies, 
the Care Committee assists with receptions (including 
funerals), church picnics, etc. throughout the year. The 
Care Committee always welcomes help with all events;  
find out how you can help,  even one time a year,  by 
contacting Chairperson Linda Williams mike.linda1@att.
net  or Rosie Ranauro roseranauro@embarqmail.com.  
You can also talk to any Care Committee member.  

The host scheduling calendar and calendars for 
remaining months of 2017 are on the bulletin board in 
the social hall; choose your Sunday to host by putting 
your name on that Sunday. If you want someone to host 
with you, please contact Linda or Rosie.

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   Sunday School News 

We’re excited to welcome Melissa Nyoni as our 
new Director of Children’s and Family Ministry. 
Be sure to read her Q&A article earlier in this 
newsletter and listen to her sermon online! 

We have another new friend: Pedro the Piñata. 
Pedro is a mascot for our current mission: 
collecting donations for those impacted by the 
earthquakes in Mexico. Family and friends of 
Sunday School teacher Lu Guzman were among 
those directly affected. The Missions Committee 
has agreed to match the Sunday School funds. 

If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please 
contact the church office. 
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Discipleship Fund 

At Clinton UMC, we believe that everyone 
should have access to initiatives that help them 
grow as disciples. Unfortunately, cost can be a 
deterrent, and the lack of a formal fund makes 
it hard for some to seek and receive assistance. 

To consistently support Walk to Emmaus 
scholarships and other discipleship and 
ministry opportunities, CUMC is creating a new 
“Discipleship Fund.” This fund would support 
not only Emmaus but also expenses related 
to community groups and other ministries that 
further our walk with Jesus. 

You’re invited to support this endeavor by giving 
through our website, app, mail, or during our regular 
offering time. Please mark your offering “Discipleship 
Fund.” 

Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. in the church social hall. The next meeting date is: 

Saturday, October 21, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Babysitting is available but must be reserved in advance.  
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or
jill.puleo@merck.com.

Moms’ Group   

Stephen Ministry Training  

IIf you’re looking for a highly rewarding way to put 
your gifts of compassion, listening, and prayer 
to work, join our Stephen Ministry team! Stephen 
Ministers provide one-on-one confidential care 
to people who are going through a tough time in 
their lives. We’ve walked with people in situations 
such as job loss, divorce, loss of a loved one, 
loneliness, and much more. You don’t need specific 
experience: Stephen Ministers receive intensive 
training to prepare for their role.

The next training session begins October 18. If 
you’re interested, please contact Beth Crawford or 
Cindy Miller by October 6.
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Nursing Home Ministry   

On the third Sunday of each month, a group 
from CUMC visits the Rolling Hills Nursing 
Home at 2:30 p.m. for a time of song and fellow-
ship. If you speak with Ed Davis or any one of the 
people from our church family who have been 
to Rolling Hills for this special ministry, you will 
hear about the power of love and encouragement 
between people. We encourage you to consider 
joining the group any month!

Prayer Chain  

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon to 
pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may be 
sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.   

10/1/17 John & Marie Siller   

  Celebrating their  
  31st anniversary
       
10/8/17 Emily Colo

  In loving memory of her father,  
  David Lawence, on what would  
  have been his 100th birthday  

 

10/15/17 Available

  

10/22/17 Nancy & Gary Rosania

  Celebrating their  
  31st anniversary

10/29/17 Available

Flower Dedications
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 

Administrative Assistant 
908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
Fax 908-735-5041 

office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 

Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 
908-442-3934

beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 

Accountant/Bookkeeper 
908-735-7025 Ext. 4 

rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni

Director, Children’s & Family Ministry
908-735-7025 

melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel

Accompanist
908-735-7025


