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October 2020

to the October 2020 
issue of the Clinton  
United Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Dear Friends, 

Greetings in the name and peace of Christ!  I have been praying for each 
of you and your loved ones in my daily prayers during this challenging 
pandemic.  I also want to thank you all for “hanging in there” with a resilient 
faith and hope.  Thank you for reaching out to each other and your 
neighbors with care, understanding and prayers. The Clinton UMC family is 
awesome!

Just last week, I was able to visit a church member in the hospital for the 
first time since the outbreak of Coronavirus.  The hospital staff allowed only 
one visitor at a time.  My visit with Roy had to be brief (less than 10 minutes) 
but I must say that it was good to spend those precious minutes with him, 
listening to him, laughing with him, praying for him and sharing a “virtual” 
high five with him.  Relationships matter and I must confess that I am a 
relational guy.

On Sunday, September 13, we held our first “Riverfront Outdoor Service” in 
our parking lot behind the church.  It was well attended.  Reconnecting in 
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person with God and with each other was a real blessing.  Thank you for your good and positive feedback.

We are going to have two more Riverfront outdoor services at 9 a.m. on Sundays, September 27 and 
October 4.  Of course, we will also enjoy holding the regular online worship services at 10 a.m. for you as 
well.  October 4 is World Communion Sunday, and we will prepare individually packed Communion bread 
and juice for each person. Celebrating our Lord’s Communion, along with all of our siblings of faith around 
the world, will be special.  Please contact the church office to make a reservation for yourself and your 
loved ones.  

Two thumbs up for our “Responsible Reentry Team,” headed by Nick Tonzetich, for their diligent and wise 
work, especially for our new outdoor services.

I take this time to express my profound thanks to all of our Community Group leaders and members for 
faithfully meeting together.  Several groups decided to continue to meet during this past summer.  I have 
been visiting them in person and I love them all. Our Community Groups are the most important “glue” of 
our church that keep us well connected with mutual support.  Indeed, social distancing does not mean 
social isolation.

Let’s stay connected and encourage and strengthen each other with God’s faith, hope and love.

Peace and Grace
Lead Pastor Brandon Cho
brandon@sentforothers.org

“Towards the New Normal Series” September 6 - October 11

October 4: “Believe and Persevere” - James 1:1-8
October 11: “Finding Purpose in the Pain” - 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Life is like a big maze.  We go through 
many twists and turns.  We are 
experiencing these twists and turns 
more dramatically and frequently this 
year.  It takes a vital faith to navigate 
through life today.  Let’s spend five 
weeks to learn how to navigate through 
believing.

October 18: “What Faith Can Do for You” - Romans 10:17
October 25: “What Do You Expect?” - Matthew 9:29
November 1: “How to Rebound from Disappointment” - Galatians 6:9
November 8: “How to Face Your Fears” - Exodus 14:1-31
November 15: “God’s Strategy for Success” - Joshua 1:1-9

A New Sermon Series: “Navigating Through Believing”

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org


3

World Communion Sunday, October 4

Clinton UMC will hold its church conference remotely this year due to 
COVID-19. Church conferences are annual meetings with church leaders 
and their district superintendent or a presiding elder to review the business 
and mission of the local church. Each conference will review the previous 
year of ministry, complete essential church business and affirm goals for the 
coming year. All are welcome to attend. 

Contact the church office if you would like to receive the Zoom link to join in 
on this meeting.

CUMC Church Conference - Thursday, October 29 at 7pm via Zoom

The first Sunday of October has become a 
time when Christians in every culture break 
bread and pour the cup to remember and 
affirm Christ as the head of the Church. On 
that day, they remember that they are part 
of the whole body of believers, according to 
Globalministries.org. 

You are invited to join us for a riverfront 
service to celebrate World Communion 
Sunday. We’ll take communion together 
next to our beautiful riverfront, remembering 
that churches around the world are also 
celebrating.

Sunday, October 4, 9 am
CUMC Riverfront
RSVP via signup genius or 
office@sentforothers.org

Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 
information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=World%20Communion%20Sunday
https://sentforothers.churchcenter.com/groups/community-groups
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Meet Jess Vega
Clinton UMC welcomed Jess Vega as the new Youth 
Ministry Coordinator, effective September 1. Jess is 
no stranger to our church.  She has been serving as 
the lead youth group advisor at our church. She is a 
married mom who enjoys music, nature, trying new 
things, and working with youth to help them become 
productive members of society through love, kindness 
and acceptance.  Jess is also passionate about mission 
work.  Having grown up in the United Methodist Church, 
the majority of that time spent at Clinton UMC as a youth 
and adult, she is eager to serve in this new staff role.
 

Jess says, “I hope to step into my call to youth ministry and build on the strong foundation built by Mecan 
Payne by incorporating more missional work and expanding the group’s relations both within the church 
and community.  I believe that this will help them grow inward, outward, and in faith through relational 
ministry.”

Meet Johnny Tamburro
Clinton UMC welcomed Johnny Tamburro as the new 
Digital Ministry Coordinator, effective September 1. 
Johnny grew up in Bridgewater United Methodist 
Church, where his mother, Rev. June Tamburro, is 
serving as its associate pastor.  His dad serves as the 
Chair of the Administrative Board at BUMC.  Johnny has 
been working closely with both music and technology 
his entire life, both as an educational pursuit as well as 
a personal hobby.  Johnny says,  “As the world becomes 
enshrouded in an isolating virus, technology becomes 
an ever more essential resource, both for the sake of 
business but also human interaction and closeness.  I 
am hoping to work in an environment where I can best 
use my technical talents to assist in keeping people 
connected, up to date, and engaged with the pursuit 
they care about.”
 
Johnny earned his bachelors’ degree in music.  He plays many instruments, including guitar, electric bass, 
drums, saxophones, clarinet, trombone, tuba, upright bass, mandolin and ukulele.   He also works as a 
personal trainer.  He brings his passion, team spirit and joy of serving Christ in his church.

Meet Jess Vega and Johnny Tamburro

Dear UMC family, 

Thank you so much for your support during my Mom’s illness and passing. Your prayers, cards, 
and kind expressions of sympathy meant so much to us. I’m so grateful to be part of such a loving 
community. 

With love,

Beth Crawford

Thank You Note
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Youth Ministry

The students had a great time at our kick-off event and thoroughly enjoyed throwing water balloons, 
competing in a melted figure skating competition, and making s’mores. At our worship night, students 
were thankful for the return of our JYM youth worship music and the chance to meet again with their 
small groups. Our game night was a big success as well! The students are all grateful for the chance to 
continue to connect in-person and are doing their part to stay safe through social distancing and wearing 
their masks at all times. We will continue to meet from 5:30-7:30pm each Sunday in the CUMC parking lot. 
All students in 6th-12th grade are welcome to join (mask required). All attendees are in charge of bringing 
their own mask and chair. 

Have you ever heard the expression, “teenagers are always hungry”? Well, it’s true! While we know that 
our youth LOVE to munch on chips, granola bars, cookies, and other snack foods, we would rather provide 
them with a nice healthy dinner at the beginning of youth group instead. Dinner will be served each 
Sunday from 5:30-6:00pm. If you would like to help provide dinner one week, either from your family or in 
collaboration with your small group, we would love to have you sign up here.       

The schedule for the month of October is as follows: 
October 4 - Squad Up! - Week 2
October 11 - Mission Night
October 18 - Squad Up! - Week 3 
October 25 - Halloween Costume Party

We ask that you please pray for our youth program in the 
following ways: 
• Pray for physical health for our students, youth families, 
and leaders. 
• Pray for mental and emotional health during this 
uncertain time in our world. 
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would 
continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students. 
• Pray for our students, that they may have peace as they continue to navigate an unusual school year. 
• Pray for our fall program, that pieces would fall into place for us to continue to meet together in-person 
and grow in our faith.  

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries

jess@sentforothers.org

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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The Children’s Ministry is always looking for ways to stay connected with the children even if we are not 
meeting for Sunday school. Our Sunday school teachers are doing story time on Facebook live at 7pm 
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Recently, Miss Lu and Miss Elaine have teamed up to read stories 
together on Thursdays. Miss Elaine reads the English version of the story, and then Miss Lu reads it in 
Spanish! They are currently in the middle of reading the Bruce series! 

Peace,
Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

Children’s Ministry

MissionPossible

After hearing from a few members of our 
church community that they were itching to 
be in service, we on the missions team are 
happy to report that, beginning this month, 
a team of volunteers will be serving at the 
Norwescap Food Bank in Phillipsburg. 

The new opportunity begins on Oct. 2 and will 
continue on the first Friday of every month, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Most of the work will 
be sorting groceries – the work we did when 
we last served at Norwescap. All appropriate 
safety and health precautions are being taken 
to ensure the well-being of all the volunteers.

We are excited to have a chance to be 
in service once again and this mission is 
particularly important as stories of rising 
levels of food insecurity continue to make headlines locally and around the country.

If you would like to join – even if just once – please contact Greg Crawford.

Greg Crawford

Missions Team leader

gcrawf216@gmail.com  |  908.343.1936

mailto:faith@sentforothers.org
mailto:gcrawf216@gmail.com
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Stephen Ministry: Help for Hurting People

Are you or someone you love going through a tough time? Our trained 
Stephen Ministers provide Christ-centered, confidential care to people 
who are hurting. They meet weekly with individuals and walk with them 
through difficult life situations, including grief, divorce, job loss, and 
illness. Stephen Ministers provide emotional support; they are not a 
substitute for professional counseling.

If you think you might need a Stephen Minister or want to learn more 
about Stephen Ministry, contact beth@sentforothers.org. 

NH Thrift Shop Update

Halloween isn’t cancelled 
here at the Thrift Shop! Treats 
and more treats are what you 
can find at our shop during 
the autumn season! Our 
Halloween Shop is now open 
upstairs through Oct. 31 and 
all costumes are only $5 each. 
Also featured are masks, 
accessories, décor and a Do-
It-Yourself Rack, with items 
to help you make your own 
costume. Spend $10 or more, 
and you can pick a Trick-or-
Treat coupon to use on your 
next purchase! There are five 
different coupon “treats” you 
could get.

As we change with the 
seasons, our Fall Collection 

will premiere Saturday, Oct. 3. Our All-Denim Sale offers Designer Collection jeans for $5 and other jeans for 
only $3. Don’t forget to get your loyalty card stamped when you spend $10 or more on your treasures. For 
special coupons, check out our pages on Facebook and Instagram. Shoppers must wear face masks and 
follow safety protocols. New volunteers are always welcome.

We are excited about the debut of our new Kids’ Closet program. This new mission is designed to help 
families who are in need of clothes for their children. Available sizes are from 2T to 12 and up, for both boys 
and girls. Applications can be picked up at some local schools and daycare centers, the thrift shop and the 
church office. Completed forms can be dropped off at the shop or church office, or mailed to the office at 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809. The families will receive up to five outfits for each of their children, subject 
to availability.

During October, we’re seeking donations of kids’ winter coats, snow pants and boots for both our sales 
floor and our Kids’ Closet collection. We’re also looking for Halloween décor and costumes for children and 
adults, adult winter jackets and boots, other fall/winter apparel and anything related to Christmas. Please 
remember to have your items in your car trunk, not in bags or boxes, when using our curbside donation 
process.

Happy Halloween, Everybody!

Danielle Banes

Manager, NH Thrift Shop 

mailto:beth@sentforothers.org
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those 
who are in a time of need.  Call or email your request to 
the church office: office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-
7025.  Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Note:  This is a picture of Diane, a woman who we prayed 
for for many months after she went through a lung 
transplant.  Praise God!

Book/Puzzle Exchange

Mom’s Group

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles (no missing 
pieces) with the community is running smoothly. There is a 
bin on the front steps of the church for this purpose. If you 

don’t have one to trade that’s OK, take one anyway.

Tell your friends!

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, October 17.  The location is 
TBA and will also be available via Zoom.  

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

John Tamburro
Digital Ministry Lead 

johnny@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

choir@sentforothers.org

Lauren Case
Worship Producer

lauren@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:johnny%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:lauren%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

