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November 2017

to the November 2017
issue of the Clinton 
United Methodist Church 
newsletter. We are a 
community sent for others; 
our hope is for all people 
to experience God’s love 
in Jesus Christ.

The Hill

“Come, let’s go up to the Lord’s mountain, to the house of Jacob’s God so that 
he may teach us his ways and we may walk in God’s paths.”    
        ~ Isaiah 2:3

I live on the “Andreann Hill.”  If you are not sure why it gets the name, just take 
a quick jog around my block.  When finishing my running workout, I push 
hard at the very end of my run, even if it’s just to make it up the hill.  

What awaits me when I get to the end of my run? A cardiovascular workout 
– that’s nice.  A sense of accomplishment in doing my best – that’s cool, too.  
But more so, I’ve made it home.  I ‘ve made it to the place of rest (which I 
desperately need by that point).  There is also water there, and I am normally 
begging for it when I walk in the door. 

Sometimes, we are required to run up hills.  But often, something wonderful 
is waiting for us at the top.

The people of God would make trips to Jerusalem to worship. Jerusalem 
was a city on a hill. If you wanted to get to Jerusalem, whether for a major 
festival or not, you would be required to climb up the hill. 

Jesus referenced this city in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:14: “A city 
on a hill cannot be hidden.” So, literally, in order to worship God in Jerusalem, 
people would make their way up the hill.  In the book of Psalms, the people 
of God developed some traveling music to accompany this journey. You’ll 
find these Songs of Ascent in Psalms 120-134.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise
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This was the hymnal, songbook, mixtape, or playlist that would be used in the annual pilgrimages.  You 
would walk up the hill, sing about the journey up the hill, and anticipate what awaited you at the top.  

Let’s go on a walk together.  We will walk up this hill and we will celebrate along the way. We will sing of 
where our trust lies, where our faith is restored, and remind ourselves of who we are.  Walking up a hill is not 
always easy, but we can do it together.  

“The Hill” will be a transforming symbol for us as a congregation, too.  This month we will walk up the hill 
together.  What is this hill?  Our hill is to create the most financial margin we can and generate momentum 
into 2018 for the sake of others. The best days are yet to come.  

Let’s take a big step up this hill together.  On November 26, we will reach the summit of the hill by taking 
a one-time special offering.  We are doing this to end our fiscal year earlier than normal for the purpose of 
giving away our Christmas Eve Offering.  

On Christmas Eve, this will be a sign for our community that we are who we say we are.  We are a community 
sent for others.  I can’t think of a better birthday present to give Jesus than to make an impact in our local 
community and beyond.  After all, Christmas is not our birthday.  It is Jesus’ birthday. 

On November 26, what legacy will you leave?

As worshippers made their way up the hill to Jerusalem, they sang 
songs for the journey. As we journey together in November, we 
will sing of where our trust lies, where our faith is restored, and 

remind ourselves of who we are.  

November 5 Psalm 121

November 12 Psalm 124

November 19 Psalm 126

November 26 Psalm 122

-Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor
michael@sentforothers.org

908-735-7025 Ext. 1

Sermon Series
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October was a very fun month for the students 
of Journey Youth Ministry. We took a group of 15 
students and 5 adults to the IGNITE Youth Convention 
in Wildwood. Our group got to experience many 
talented musicians and speakers as well as attend 
various breakout sessions and even participate in an 
outreach project. 

November Events

Sun 11/5  Youth Group

Sun 11/12 Youth Group

Sun 11/19 Progressive    
  Thanksgiving Dinner

Sun 11/26 No Youth Group

-Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908.-735-.7025

Youth Group Update
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MissionPossible

Hammering Out Homelessness

- Greg Crawford, Missions Chair
gcrawf216@gmail.com   908-236-0371

A team from CUMC donned hard hats, gloves and carpenter’s aprons to help build a 
one-story Habitat for Humanity house, working alongside the future owner.
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Q&A With Music Director Andy Lenko

Meet Andy Lenko, who has joined Clinton UMC as 
Music Director, effective November 1. Andy comes 
to us from Trinity Church in Boyertown, PA, where 
he was the Worship Director. A talented musician 
with well-rounded experience, he will oversee the 
choir, handbells, and worship team.

Tell us a little bit about yourself. 
I grew up in a family of worship leaders. My parents 
were church musicians and worship leaders; my 
siblings and I all played and helped lead worship 
with them in a kids’ music program. I started 
playing in worship teams when I was 10, playing a 
few different instruments and singing. Eventually, I 
started leading worship.

As a Music Education major, I had to learn how to play 
most of the typical instruments in the woodwinds, 
string, brass, and percussion families.  But my 
instruments – the ones I like to think I play well – 
are the piano, organ, trombone, guitar (electric and 
acoustic), and drums. I also sing. 

How can music help us connect with God?
Music has a special way of moving the heart. It has a 
special way of affecting us, our emotions and really 
our whole being… think of physics and the vibrations 
of sound. 

God has given us music as a way of encountering 
Him, of being pointed to him, of engaging with him. 

How can music ministry help us to be sent for 
others?
That’s a question we need to answer together as 
a community. But my initial thoughts are that God 
has given us this deep, underlying draw toward 
that which is beautiful, true, and good – to Himself, 
really.

We can use music to help move people to encounter 
God. If we are truly being sent for them, if we are 
always looking for the best interests of others, 
our number one priority should be helping them 
encounter God, and helping them reach the point 
where they see that God is the Lord of all creation 
and of their life. 
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Sunday School News 

October was a great month of service in Sunday 
School! The month began with our families hosting 
the halfway point at this year’s Main Street Marathon.  
As more than 500 local residents ran from Clinton to 
Flemington, the children cheered and encouraged 
them with high fives, signs, and, of course, cow bells!

October also kicked off the start of our annual 
Operation Christmas Child collection. Every year 
the kids lead this outreach opportunity for children 
around the world to receive a shoebox of Christmas 
gifts and the message of God’s love.  Everyone in the 
church is invited to join the children in this mission.  
Shoeboxes and instructions are still available and are 
due back at church by November 5.

Throughout November, the children will learn about 
The Wise King.  Looking at the life of King Solomon 
we will learn that just as Solomon asked God for 
wisdom, we can ask God for what we need.  We will 
also start practicing songs for this year’s Christmas 
pageant.  Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 
17, and stay tuned for more details on this special 
Christmas experience!

If you have any questions about Sunday School 
or would like to volunteer for this important 
ministry, please contact Melissa Nyoni at melissa@
sentforothers.org.

Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from 9:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 a.m. in the church social hall. The next meeting date is: 

Saturday, November 18, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Babysitting is available but must be reserved in advance.  
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or
jill.puleo@merck.com.

Moms’ Group   
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Discipleship Fund 

At Clinton UMC, we believe that everyone should 
have access to initiatives that help them grow as 
disciples. Unfortunately, cost can be a deterrent, and 
the lack of a formal fund makes it hard for some to 
seek and receive assistance. 

To consistently support Walk to Emmaus scholarships 
and other discipleship and ministry opportunities, 
CUMC is creating a new “Discipleship Fund.” This fund 
would support not only Emmaus but also expenses 
related to community groups and other ministries 
that further our walk with Jesus. 

You’re invited to support this endeavor by giving 
through our website, app, mail, or during our regular 
offering time. Please mark your offering “Discipleship 
Fund.” 

Every Sunday morning, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate 
are ready by 8:00 in the social hall for all the early birds;  
then, during the “fellowship time” between the services, 
goodies and juices are also available.

A big “thank-you” to our October hosts: Eleanor Irons; 
Sue Stuart; Mary Fitzpatrick and the 9:30 bible study; 
Priscilla Cartwright; and Blanche Milheim.

In addition to hosting fellowship time every Sunday, 
and shopping and maintaining the kitchen and 
supplies, the Care Committee assists with receptions 
(including funerals), church picnics, etc. throughout 

the year. The Care Committee always welcomes 
help with all events;  find out how you can help,  even 
one time a year,  by contacting Rosie Ranauro at  
roseranauro@embarqmail.com.  You can also talk to 
any Care Committee member.  

The host scheduling calendar and calendars for 
remaining months of 2017 are on the bulletin board in 
the social hall; choose your Sunday to host by putting 
your name on that Sunday. If you want someone to host 
with you, please contact Rosie.

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   
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Nursing Home Ministry   

On the third Sunday of each month, a group 
from CUMC visits the Rolling Hills Nursing 
Home at 2:30 p.m. for a time of song and fellow-
ship. If you speak with Ed Davis or any one of the 
people from our church family who have been 
to Rolling Hills for this special ministry, you will 
hear about the power of love and encouragement 
between people. We encourage you to consider 
joining the group any month!

Prayer Chain  

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to re-
ceive the prayers of our people each week.  We appre-
ciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort 
for those who are in a time of trial.  You may also join 
us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon to pray for 
our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may be sent to the 
church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.   

11/5/17 Eric & Grete Straube   
 Celebrating their  
 25th wedding anniversary
      
 
11/12/17 Debbi Clewell
 In memory of her parents,
	 Robert	&	Elfie	Mitzel

 Dave & Ann Porter
 Celebrating Ian’s 21st 
 birthday 

11/19/17 Bonnie Dorsey
 Celebrating Rose Ranauro and 
 Sue Murray’s birthdays 
 
11/26/17 Available

Flower Dedications
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
Fax 908-735-5041 

office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Andew Lenko
Music Director
908-735-7025 

andy@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025


