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CLINTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



HOW IS OUR OPERATING BUDGET FUNDED? 

Nearly 90% of our operating budget is funded through gifts from Clinton 
UMC supporters. The rest is funded by building use donations and Thrift 
Shop Income. The church is blessed to have Capital Funds from the past 
sales of property, but these funds are restricted and can only be used for 
major capital projects that improve, add to, or build upon capital assets.
(see FAQ on page 4 for more information).
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Welcome to Clinton UMC’s 2023 Narrative Budget.* When we think of 
budgets, we rightly think of numbers. But every budget also tells a story. 
Your household budget reflects your priorities, needs, and dreams; the 
same is true for our church’s budget. 

On the next page, you will learn more about our priorities, needs, and 
dreams. You’ll see how we plan to continue to share the good news of 
God’s love in the coming year.  

The pie chart on the next page breaks Clinton UMC’s expenses down by 
ministry rather than functional area. It lays out our commitment to 
supporting worship, caring, spiritual growth, missions, and outreach. (If 
you are more of a numbers person, feel free to contact the church office 
to receive a line item budget.) 

As you read our narrative budget, consider your role in this story. Where 
do you see opportunities to lend your prayers, presence, gifts, service, 
and witness to our mission? Where is God leading you in this season? 

Thank you for your continued generosity, which makes our ministry 
possible. We are grateful for your support, and even more grateful for you.  

Blessings, 

Senior Pastor Jessica Brendler Naulty        Finance Chair John Puleo 

  

*This preliminary budget is subject to leadership approvals. Adjustments 
may be made as we get a clearer picture of anticipated giving for 2023. 



YOUR GIFTS 
AT WORK 

We invest in worship—the heart of the local 
church—as a vital way to connect people 
with Christ. 

How your gifts support Worship and Music: 

• Pastoral and staff leadership 

• Music-related expenses  

• Audio/visual equipment 

• Sanctuary decoration and furnishings  

We are committed to helping people of all 
ages deepen their relationship with God. 

How your gifts support Christian Formation: 

• Pastoral and staff leadership  

• Sunday School, community groups, and 
Bible studies 

• Youth group 

We seek justice and mercy, opening our 
hearts and hands to our neighbors in need.  

How your gifts support Missions:  

• Local organizations (e.g., North Hunterdon 
Thrift Shop) 

• Global organizations (e.g., Operation 
Christmas Child) 

• Staff support  

From hosting AA to sponsoring our annual 
Easter Egg hunt, we’re dedicated to sharing 
Christ’s love with our community. 

How your gifts support Community Outreach: 

• Outreach event costs 

• Utilities and maintenance of our buildings 

• Staff support 

We’re dedicated to caring for our church 
family and others by providing care and 
hospitality.  

How your gifts support Congregational Care: 

• Pastoral and staff support 

• Funeral refreshments 

• Coffee hour supplies 
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Clinton UMC’s Proposed  
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TOTAL:   $469,399.00 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q: How do we develop our Operating Budget?  

A: Our proposed Operating Budget for 2023 is based on current 
spending and anticipated needs. The Finance Committee will 
regularly monitor the budget versus income over the course of the 
year.  

Q: Don’t we have other funds we can use to supplement the 
Operating Budget?  

A: We are blessed with funds that are designated specifically for 
major capital projects. (For instance, the parking lot renovation 
required about $150,000 in capital funds.) Future projects for 2023 
and beyond include sanctuary beautification (plaster repair, painting, 
etc.), improvements to projection and livestream equipment, and 
more. Our governance system does not allow these funds to be 
applied toward day-to-day operating expenses. 

Q: How can I give to Clinton UMC?  

A: You can give by cash, check, or credit card—by mail, during 
Sunday services, or digitally. When you set Clinton UMC up as a 
recurring payee in your online banking system, you avoid costly 
credit card fees.  

Some people prefer to give gifts of stock as part of their financial 
planning strategy. Contact Bookkeeper Rose Leonard 
(rose@sentforothers.org) for details.  

Another way to bless the church is by adding Clinton UMC to your 
will. For more information, see the online publication of The United 
Methodist Church: A Christian’s Guide to Changing and Updating 
Your Will. (Paper copies available from the office.) 

Q: How can I find out more about Clinton UMC’s budget?  

A: Our leadership is committed to financial transparency. Contact 
Finance Chair John Puleo or Senior Pastor Jessica Brendler Naulty 
with any questions. 


