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May 2021

to the May 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Greetings in the name of our risen and living Lord, Jesus Christ!  
Since Easter Sunday, we have been holding in-person outdoor 
worship services.  There is something special about coming together 
as the body of Christ to worship and fellowship in person.  We also 
welcomed Erica and Eric Rasmussen as our new Digital Ministry 
Leaders.  Based on their expertise and knowledge, we anticipate 
growth in our online services and other social media ministries.

I am grateful to our staff, lay participants, singers, and young people 
for their faithful participation in both in-person and online worship 
services.  A word of appreciation to our Responsible Reentry Team 
headed by Nick Tonzetich.  I appreciate their thoughtful, caring and 
wise guidance.

Our church is moving forward and upward by faith and commitment 
to Christ.  Thank you for believing in our church and your faithful and 
generous support of our ministries.

In Joyful Service,
Pastor Brandon
Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
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Financial Update
Thank you for your generosity at Easter time and 
throughout the year! 

Because you give, we are able to offer quality 
worship experiences both online and in person. This 
Easter, despite the pandemic, more than 200 people 
worshipped with us in person and online. For our 
outdoor services, we were blessed with beautiful 
weather and a scenic seasonal backdrop to celebrate 
Jesus’ resurrection. For our online services, we 
featured a virtual choir. 

Your giving fuels not only worship but also multiple 
missions, from feeding ministries to diaper drives to 
our thrift store.  Sometimes we think of giving as a 
means of keeping the electricity on and salaries paid. 
But you’re doing more; you’re investing in a movement 
to bring God’s Kingdom here to this earth.

As we continue to navigate the impacts of COVID, we 
face an unmet need of $7500 as of the end of the first 
quarter. Please prayerfully consider making a gift to 
help close this gap.

Because you give, we can change lives today — and 
build a faith foundation for tomorrow. Thank you for 
your generous gifts.

Encouraging Word Series
Encouraging Word Series: 
“New Beginnings”

Every morning signals a new day, a day of new 
beginnings.

Whoever is in Christ, that person is a new creature.  
You are invited to join us in exploring what it 
means to have new beginnings in the Lord.
We will continue to meet for an in-person, outdoor 
service at 10 a.m. and offer an online worship 
service from 8 a.m. on Sundays.

All Sunday Services launch online at 8am and are available 24/7 afterward.

May 2: “Remember” | Deuteronomy 15:15; Ezekiel 36:31

May 9: “Forget It” | Philippians 3:12-13

May 16: “Whenever You Are Ready” | Revelation 3:8

May 23: Pentecost 1: “Spirit-filled” | Acts 2:5-13

May 30: Pentecost 2: “New Birth of the Church” | Acts 2:37-42
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Welcoming Our New Digital Ministry Leaders

We’re excited to welcome Erica and Eric Rasmussen of EAR Productions LLC to Clinton UMC. They 
will continue to build on the ministry previously led by Johnny Tamburro, who went back to his career 
as a personal trainer. 

Erica and Eric bring not only a passion for online ministry but also decades of experience in filming, 
editing, live streaming, and creative arts in a professional setting. They’ve worked in both religious and 
corporate settings. 

On a personal note, Erica is the sister of Grete Straube, and Eric played in our praise band several 
years ago—so they are no strangers to Clinton UMC. They have two children, Ryan (15) and Zachary 
(13).

Please join us in letting them know how happy we are to have them on board. And if you’d like to be 
part of our audio, visual, and digital ministry team, please contact the church office…we can find a spot 
that fits your interests, gifts, and schedule.  You can also reach Erica directly via erica@sentforothers.
org. 

North Hunterdon Dream Team Update
In February 2020, we launched a new focus for our ministry to the broader community around us. Our 
goal was to start with the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop as an anchor and create a mission center along 
with a new and different type of worshipping community at North Hunterdon. We wanted the initiative 
to be highly relational and to integrate food, faith, and mission. 

We gathered a Dream Team (see our March 2020 newsletter) and began making plans. One month 
later, COVID hit, and we were forced to pause. 

With the end of the pandemic (hopefully) coming into focus, we’ve dipped our toes back into the 
water with a monthly meal ministry from 4-6 pm on the last Wednesday of the month. (Contact us 
or the church office for details.) We’re planning for ways to expand in-person contact in a way that’s 
compatible with COVID safety guidelines. Given the many moving parts and uncertainties that remain, 
we’re still praying over the details. But we’re back in business! 

If you have a heart for mission or want to know more about our plans, please contact us or any 
member of the Dream Team. 

Greg Crawford & Nick Tonzetich
Dream Team Co-Chair

mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/c7/c7bc045e-2bb2-49a2-b884-2415b2774125/documents/CUMC_March_2020_Newsletter.pdf
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The JYM had a slow April between Easter, Spring Break, and all the rain. We were able to get in a Zoom call 
early in the month and were VERY excited to be back in the youth room at the end of the month. The youth 
spent time doing some spring cleaning and reorganization of their space and look forward to getting back 
to a more “normal” schedule.  

The JYM will resume its normal time schedule of Sunday 5:30pm-7:30pm, which began in April. Meals will be 
provided each week. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any point, please visit this link or 
reach out to Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

On May 21-22, the youth will attend a mini-retreat “BoxCity-style” on CUMC property. If you, or anyone you 
know, has any large boxes which you/they are willing to donate, please contact Jess Vega. 

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth program in the following ways: 

• Pray for our spring program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely, as we return 
to a more “normal” schedule. 

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for mental and emotional health as the end of this pandemic is drawing ever nearer. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Youth Ministry

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries
jess@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 

information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
https://sentforothers.churchcenter.com/groups/community-groups
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Children’s Ministry

This past month, all our Sunday school children were ‘egged’ the week before Easter. The Children’s 
Ministry snuck over to the kids’ houses and hid eggs for a surprise egg hunt. We hope that we made Easter 
a little brighter and delivered some fun to our children’s homes! Going forward, we will be having outdoor 
service every Sunday. Each service will have a Children’s Time and activities will be provided for kids to do 
during the service. 

Peace,
Faith Evers, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

Faith@sentforothers.org

Last month, Clinton UMC partnered with the Hunterdon County 
Federation of Republican Women, the Flemington Food Pantry, 
Hunterdon Healthcare, ShopRite and other organizations to sponsor 
Operation Easter Supper.

Beginning on the Wednesday before Easter, a small group of 
(masked and socially-distanced) volunteers used the kitchen at 12 
Halstead to prepare and package close to 400 meals that were 
distributed on Saturday. The free meals included baked ham, 
mac‘n’cheese, salad, a roll and some cookies. 

Many of the meals were delivered to the Flemington Food Bank for 
distribution, but volunteers set up a pick-up station at the church for people to drive through and grab 
their Easter meal. Sixty meals went to our partner in Phillipsburg, the Norwescap Food Bank. Our thanks 
to the Hunterdon County Federation of Republican Women for organizing this incredible effort. What a joy 
to be able to have been able to open up our facility to help such an important mission!

Greg Crawford, Mission Chair

MissionPossible: CUMC Partners Fed Hundreds on Easter

mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update

The North Hunterdon Thrift Shop will be busy in 
the merry month of May celebrating moms at a 
kid-friendly Mother’s Day shopping event, and 
continuing our new diaper and baby items drive, 
which aims to help single parents.

We hope you will join us at our Mother’s Day 
Extravaganza, which we’ll hold at the shop on 
Saturday, May 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or 
shine. Families can have fun in a safe setting 
while shopping and preparing for Mom’s big day. 
Exciting events include an outdoor tent sale, free, 
pre-packaged snacks and drinks, donated by 
Shop-Rite of Clinton, and kids’ activity stations.

At the four stations, youth from the church will help the children make cards and gifts for their moms, 
including planting a flower in a pot and putting a loving message inside a balloon. The kids can also get 
photos taken of themselves with their moms. Everyone, as usual, must wear face masks and follow safety 
protocols.

The shop is continuing its Diaper and Baby Items Drive, which 
runs through June 30. Donations of new, unopened packages 
of Huggies and Pampers diapers are sought, and sizes 5 and 6 
are especially needed.  We’re also seeking donations of brand-
new baby items such as bottles, bibs, pacifiers, wipes, teething 
and bath toys, which we’ll use to create Baby Shower Baskets. 
All the diapers and baskets of baby items will be given to the 
clients of the shop’s mission partner, the Friendship Center for 
New Beginnings in Flemington, a Christian nonprofit center 
supporting single mothers and fathers in Hunterdon, Somerset 
and Warren counties. The diapers and baby items can be 
dropped off during shop hours, after calling the shop at 908-
735-0177, or they can be dropped off at the church office. After hours, they can be left at the church office 
porch by the ramp door.

The shop thanks those who donated shoes to our spring Shoe Drive Mission. The shoes were donated to 
the nonprofit Soles4Souls to help others in less-developed countries. The shop will continue to collect 
shoes of all types, conditions and sizes for donation to Soles4Souls.

In addition to these mission items, the shop is accepting donations of clean, good-quality spring and 
summer clothing and home goods in a contact-free process and by appointment only by calling the shop 
at 908-735-0177. For details of this process, visit the shop’s Facebook page or our website.

For more information, call or email danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or Instagram.

Blessings,

Emily Colo, NH Thrift Shop volunteer

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Trustee’s Corner
April arrived, the snow is gone and thoughts and 
projects for the new year begin to take shape.  It’s 
a good time to share what the Trustees hope to 
accomplish this year. 

Eagle Scout Projects
We are fortunate to have two scouts that have 
selected helping the church as part of their quest to 
obtain their Eagle Scout rank:

Peter Godshalk will be making the Gazebo 
handicapped-accessible and in the process he will 
take care of some needed repair items and will be 
refreshing the Gazebo’s protective coating.

Garrett Kluthe will be replanting the flower bed in 
front of the NH Mission Site and trimming some of the 
overgrowth that has occurred around the building.

The Trustees wish the scouts well with their projects 
and are thankful for their service.  The church 
community can assist both by supporting their 
fundraising efforts. 

So, what do the Trustees have planned for 2021?

North Hunterdon Mission Site
As the church begins to do mission projects, in addition to the Thrift Shop activities,
in-and-out of this facility, the Trustees need to ensure the facility is ready to be used in the ways the 
church chooses. Within this framework:
  - Some additional outside lighting will be provided to improve the nighttime safety and security of the 
     building.
  - Safety improvements to the side entrance by adding a small walkway and steps from the parking lot to
     the current set of steps.
  - The parking lot needs a new top coating.

Farview Property
See “Second Parsonage Sale Update” article in this newsletter.

Halstead Campus
In addition to the Eagle Scout project, the Trustees are looking at getting the church parking lot repaved. 
The planning has started but many things remain to be done before we can actually start.  The plan is for 
this to be paid for from existing church funds that are currently reserved for capital expenditures.  Stay 
tuned. This will probably be a late summer/early fall project if we are able to pull it off.

Andreann Property
This property is in good shape but, like any home, there are continual maintenance items that will need to 
be addressed:
  - The weeds in the flower beds need to be kept under control
  - Wood mulch will need to be spread
  - The front porch and the trim around the exterior needs to be repainted
  - Dead trees and limbs need to be cut down and pruned.

Tip:  This is a great opportunity to get to know someone while doing some volunteer labor.  Invite a friend, 
family member or neighbor. Spend a couple of hours talking, getting caught up or getting to know a new 
friend while pulling some weeds, painting the front railing, etc.

I don’t know about you, but I am ready to get out of “Covid Jail” and start doing some outside work for our 
Lord!!

Dick Peete, Trustee President
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Second Parsonage Sale Update
Clinton UMC leadership voted on April 20 to move forward with the sale of its second parsonage, located 
on Farview Drive in Clinton Twp. Below are some common questions related to this sale. If you have 
additional questions, please contact Trustee Chair Dick Peete or Lead Pastor Brandon Cho. You can also 
email questions or input to our regular office email address: office@sentforothers.org. 

Why are we selling the second parsonage? 

The Trustees and Ad Board have recommended the sale for several reasons: 
• There are no plans to bring on board another employee who would require housing. (This was why the
   parsonage was bought roughly 15 years ago.)
• Its location in a residential subdivision does not lend itself to a wider church use (such as a youth center
  or gathering place).
• The property would lose its tax-exempt status if we tried to rent it or otherwise generate income off of it.
• The church is incurring expenses for utilities and maintenance for an empty house that isn’t needed.
• Maintaining this house and yard involves significant responsibility and time for our volunteer Trustees,
   who have four other properties to manage (in addition to other legal and administrative duties).

Can we use funds from the parsonage sale to pay for our regular expenses? 
The governance of the broader United Methodist Church does not allow funds from this sale to be used 
for regular operating expenses such as salaries and maintenance. Funds raised from this sale (minus 
related expenses) can be used only for capital projects. Examples of capital projects could include the 
purchase of major equipment (e.g., replacing an HVAC system) or major renovations (e.g., redoing the 
parking lot). Use of these funds requires the approval of the Raritan Valley District Superintendent. 

Caring for the Community
In case you missed it, the April issue of the 
Clinton Twp. Newsletter posted a photo of 
a card sent by Clinton UMC to downtown 

businesses. The effort, led by Sandi 
Graham, was designed to encourage 

our local businesses as they continue to 
struggle through the pandemic. 

The card “moved me to tears,” says 
Wendy Maizel, owner of Balic of 

Clinton. You can support our downtown 
businesses, too, by shopping local and 
thanking them for their presence in our 

community. 

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Book/Puzzle Exchange

Moms’ Group

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles 
(no missing pieces) with the community is going well.  
There are bins on the front steps of the church for this 
purpose. If you don’t have one to trade that’s OK, take 

one anyway. Also, if you have any to donate, please 
drop them off.  

Tell your friends!

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, May 15, location TBD.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

Worship Volunteers Welcome

Would you like to participate in our services? 

We record “live” in the sanctuary each week 
in preparation for our virtual Sunday morning 

service and we hope to have many sunny 
Sunday morning outdoor services as well.

Contact the church office for more details and to 
be scheduled.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Check out this beautiful rendering of our 
church by Mike Brennan, who shared his art 

on Facebook with the following caption: 

“Clinton NJ is always a breath of fresh air for 
me. Walking by the Clinton United Methodist 
church, I spotted the word HOPE on their big 

red doors. The reminder of Easter, spring, 
and the hope of glory.”

Photo credit: Mike Brennan of Mike Brennan 
Art and Design (https://www.mikebrennan.

me)

An Artistic Take

The Sundays of Easter:

For Christians, Easter is not just one day - it’s a season of 50 days. Easter season begins at sunset on the 
eve of Easter and ends with Pentecost, May 23, 2021.

This extended season gives us time to rejoice and experience what we mean when we say Christ is risen 
and that we, as the church, are the body of the Risen Lord. It’s a season for focusing on the core doctrines 
and mysteries of the faith and for preparing for the ministries the Spirit has empowered us to undertake 
in Jesus’ name.  The color for this season is gold.

Pentecost is Sunday, May23.  One of the principal days of the Christian year, celebrated on the fiftieth 
day after Easter. The Greek word pentecoste means “fiftieth day.” Pentecost is the day on which the 
Christian church commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and others assembled 
in Jerusalem. It marks the beginning of the Christian church and the proclamation of its message 
throughout the world and is often referred to as the birthday of the church. The liturgical color for 
Pentecost is red. Traditionally, Pentecost has been a day for baptisms. Because it was the custom in the 
early church for persons being baptized to wear white robes or clothing, the day also became known as 
Whitsunday, a contraction of white Sunday.

May 24 begins the second period of Ordinary Time. The word “ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or 
“not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal numbers” (first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count 
the Sundays. 

It begins the day after Pentecost and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season is to support new 
disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the Easter 
Season and commissioned on the Day of Pentecost.

Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter, 
where we see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we 
see, speak about and join God’s ongoing work in the world.  We thus experience two regular cycles of 
preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year, with the Ordinary Times as the primary periods 
of action.  The color for this season is green.

Church Season

https://www.mikebrennan.me
https://www.mikebrennan.me
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Photo Gallery
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

