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March 2021

to the March 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

I love March.  I love this month, not because it is my birth month, but 
because it is the beginning of spring, when everything comes alive. Nature 
brings back many signs of life from the ground to trees and mountains.  
In addition, March is the season of Lent when we re-examine our faith 
and relationship with our God through Jesus Christ.  During Lent we are 
encouraged to renew our faith, deepen our spirituality, and accelerate our 
mission work to change lives and transform our communities.

During this Lent, I recommend you to reflect on the following questions:

        •  How is it with my soul?

        •  How can I develop a vital spiritual discipline?

        •  How can I live each day based on “Faith is Every Day?”  

My prayer for each of you is that by God’s grace and power you will 
experience the joy of following Jesus and serving others in his name.  May 
the refreshing presence of the Lord bless you and keep you always.

Faithfully,
Pastor Brandon
Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
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Encouraging Word Series

Encouraging Word Series: “Simon 
Peter”
Simon Peter—an ordinary fisherman 
who heard an extraordinary call. He 
left everything to follow his teacher 
and possessed a passion that would 
change the world. That’s one way to 
describe Peter. Here’s another: poor, 
uneducated, quick-tempered, and 
full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even 
sound like the same man. And that’s the 

point of Simon Peter. Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s extraordinary 
call. Discover how you, too, have special gifts, talents, and abilities that God can use to make 
disciples and transform the world.

All Sunday Services launch online at 10am and are available 24/7 afterward.

March 7: “Bedrock or Stumbling Block” | Matthew 16:13-19, 21-23

March 14: “I Will Not Deny You.” | Matthew 26:31-35

March 21: “From Cowardice to Courage” | John 21:12, 15-17

Palm Sunday, March 28: “Who Is Coming into Town?” | Mark 11:1-11

Easter Sunday, April 4: “The Final Word Belongs to. . .” | Mark 16:1-8

Scout Sunday: March 14

Calling all Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts 
— we want to recognize you during our 
March 14 service. If you are a scout or 
scout leader, or if you have a scout who 
would like to be recognized, please 
contact the church office with:

•  Your name (or child’s name)
•  Type of scouting (e.g, Cub Scout, Girl
   Scout, leader)
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Welcoming New Members

Dear friends of Clinton UMC, 
        •  Have you been attending our church via online worship services?
        •  Have you been a part of our church for several years and have not yet taken the next step to join
           the church?
        •  Do you want to know more about our church?

You are invited to take the next step and consider becoming a member of this loving and vital 
congregation. If you are interested or have questions, please contact the church office (office@
sentforothers.org) or Pastor Brandon (bcho34@gmail.com).
New members will be welcomed on Easter Sunday, April 4.

Save Time: Give Online
Getting organized for the new year? In less than five minutes, you can schedule your giving to Clinton 
UMC for the rest of the year. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” icon 
and follow the prompts. 

Don’t have the app? Go to the Apple app store or Google Play store and download the app titled, 
“Church Center.” Once you have downloaded this app, it will connect you to a search for Clinton UMC 
using Clinton’s zip code: 08809. You’ll only have to do this once. 

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving online.

Website. You can also give on our website: sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of the 
screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” to schedule repeating gifts.

If you’re reading our newsletter online, click here for more information on giving through our website 
online.

Online Banking. If you’re already using online banking, it just takes a moment to add Clinton UMC to 
your list of payees. The process varies slightly by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name and 
address (PO Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or to the 
church, this is one of our most cost-effective options.

Questions on recurring giving? Contact beth@sentforothers.org.

mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:bcho34%40gmail.com?subject=
https://youtu.be/iaN0tz-AKeY
https://youtu.be/iaN0tz-AKeY
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=


4

February was a tough month for 
getting together, but the youth are still 
meeting safely while social-distancing 
(sometimes on Zoom, but in the great 
outdoors whenever possible). This past 
month we had a pre-Superbowl Zoom 
with some trivia games and enjoyed 
some sledding in all the beautiful snow 
that we’ve been blessed with.

Confirmation classes will begin soon, 
starting on Zoom, but will be in-
person once the church has reopened. 
Confirmation offers students an amazing 
opportunity to respond to the grace that 
God extends to us and to commit to 
living as a person of faith. Throughout 
this unique process, Confirmation 
students will begin to develop and lay 
the foundation of his or her own personal 
faith story.  

This program is typically offered 
specifically to 7th & 8th grade students 
who wish to further pursue and take 
ownership not only of their faith but also 
of their role as a member of our church.  
That being said, any student, regardless 
of grade, who feels as though they are 

ready to take the next step in their faith, is welcome to participate in the Confirmation program. Anyone 
interested in participating in the Confirmation program this year should contact jess@sentforothers.org for 
more information.

We ask that you would please pray for our youth program in the following ways: 

• Pray for our winter program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely. 

• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 

• Pray for mental and emotional health as the end of this pandemic is drawing nearer, yet remains uncertain. 

• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Youth Ministry

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries
jess@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

Children’s Ministry

Throughout the month of February, the Children’s Ministry has been collecting for our annual Wash and 
Wear fundraiser. This collection benefits the Harvest Family Success Center in Flemington. Thank you to 
everyone who donated for their willingness to help others in our community. 

Throughout the Lenten season, the Sunday school students are receiving activities they can do at home 
to learn about the Easter story. 

Peace,

Faith Evers, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
Faith@sentforothers.org

mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Need to reconnect? Join a community group!

Click here for online signup to all open groups.  
Contact the church office if you would like more 

information before selecting a group, 
office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025.

Dinner Mission Launched at North Hunterdon Thrift Shop

In partnership with Thrift Shop Manager Danielle Banes and her volunteers, we have launched 
a new mission effort to distribute free dinners once a month to anyone who would like one.  
The program is offered on the last Wednesday of each month, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Anyone 
interested is asked to register for our contactless distribution. 

Contact Greg Crawford at gcrawf216@gmail.com or 908.343.1936.

Greg Crawford
Mission Chair

To Our Church Family,

Where do we begin?  We celebrated our 
74th wedding anniversary on February 9, with 
the church giving us a special surprise.  We 
received so many cards and special wishes, 
especially from those who were children 
when we were married.  Pastor Cho and his 
helpers visited us with balloons and a special 
anniversary poster.  During this pandemic time, 
it gave us much to be grateful for.  What a 
blessing!

Since we both have been ill for the past several 
months, we would like to thank everyone who 
has brought us food, prayers and phone calls.  We hope to be able to help others the way our 
church has done for us.  Special thanks to each and every one of you.  See you soon in church.

Charles & Jan Housel

Thank You Note

https://sentforothers.churchcenter.com/groups/community-groups
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop is jumping into spring with an 
exciting Shoe Drive mission and a big Spring Sale event! 
The shop’s Soles4Souls Mission starts March 1, with the 
goal of collecting 5,000 pairs of shoes by April 30 to help 
others in less-developed countries. Also on March 1, our 
Spring Collection of clothing and accessories premieres 
downstairs at the shop.

We invite everyone to help us reach our mission goal by 
donating shoes of all types and sizes, in any condition and 
for any season. The shop is partnering with the nonprofit 
Soles4Souls, which will receive all the shoes collected by 
April 30, but both organizations will continue to collect 
shoes after the drive is over. Soles4Souls, organized in 
this area by Cokesbury UMC, is an international micro-
enterprise program that distributes shoes and clothing 
around the world to create sustainable jobs and provide 
relief to those in need.

The shop has always had the mission of offering clothing 
and home goods to help people stretch their budget and 
reduce waste and pollution. But now we plan to have a 
new mission every 3 months to help the community.

“We want to really embrace our role as a Mission Center, 
and be a resource for the community,” Thrift Shop 
Manager Danielle Banes said. She added that if anyone 
knows of a nonprofit organization that might like to partner 
with the shop on a mission, they could email danielle@
sentforothers.org or call the church office.

The opening of our Spring Collection this month features 
high-quality, low-cost spring clothing, footwear and 
accessories.  

The shop is accepting donations of clean, good-quality 
spring clothing and home goods in a contact-free process 
and by appointment only by calling the shop at 908-735-
0177. For details of this process, visit the shop’s Facebook 
page or our website. This month, besides shoes, we seek 
donations of jewelry, books, kitchenware, Easter items, 
spring clothing and spring items. Those who are donating 

shoes for the mission do not have to make an appointment but should call on arrival and a shop volunteer 
will come out and remove the shoes from your car trunk. Shoe donations can also be dropped off at the 
church office. If the office is closed, they can be left on the porch by the ramp door.

For more information, call 908-735-0177, email danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook 
or Instagram.

Blessings,

Emily Colo, NH Thrift Shop volunteer

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=


7

Trustees’ Corner

At the January meeting, the Trustees elected the following new officers for the 2021 calendar year:  
President: Dick Peete, Vice President: Jess Vega, Secretary: Sue Bohn.  The Board organized Lead Trustees 
for subcommittees: Halstead Campus - Terry Oliver, North Hunterdon Campus - Don Treece, Parsonages - 
Jeff Case.  We are looking forward to warmer weather and anticipating another busy year.

As we are still digging out from this winter’s snow fall, it is a good time to discuss the cost and effort 
associated with snow removal at the Halstead and North Hunterdon campuses.
    Cost:  The Trustee budget allows approximately $6,000 per year for snow removal at the Halstead 
campus. Although not directly budgeted, between $500 and $1,000 per year is spent keeping the parking 
lot at the NH Thrift Shop clear. (twice that amount so far this year).  Both contracts contain a base rate (for 
the first 2-4 inches removed), plus so much per additional inch of snow, plus salt-spreading, sidewalk-
clearing and step-clearing.I am often asked: “ Why do we spend so much money just to remove snow.? I 
can get my driveway plowed for less than $100 per plowing. There has got to be a cheaper way.” 

Here are several things to consider:
     -  The church is legally required to maintain its property in a safe manner. Properly removed snow and 
ice mitigation are a must.
     -  The amount of snow that has to be removed. We have driveway and parking areas that have to be 
cleared, sidewalks and steps that have to be shoveled and salt to be spread.  Keep in mind, sidewalk-
clearing and step-clearing are manual efforts.
     -  The type of snowstorm.  A light snow, followed by a few warm days, may or may not require heavy 
salt or extensive sidewalk-shoveling. A large storm followed by days of sub-freezing weather is something 
quite different.
     -  The town of Clinton requires that we remove the snow on the sidewalk in front of the church property 
and keep it ice free.  This could require multiple shovelings and/or saltings. 
     -  Sidewalks leading up to the entrances of our church property and any steps have to be cleared and 
kept ice free.
     -  The church property needs to cleared in a timely manner, especially when there are ongoing church 
activities.
 
For the reasons above, the small, neighborhood landscaper normally does not have the equipment or 
resources (sidewalk- and step-mitigation) required to fulfill the church’s needs. We tend to require a 
commercial-level firm, which is normally more expensive.

Snow removal is another one of those behind-the-scenes, but very important, tasks that the Trustees are 
responsible for and is paid for by the church membership.

Stay warm and safe, y’all
Dick Peete
Trustee President

(Photo Gallery on next page)



8

Trustees’ Corner
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive the prayers of our people each 
week.  We appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for those who 

are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. 
Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Book/Puzzle Exchange

Moms’ Group

Our ministry of exchanging books and/or puzzles (no 
missing pieces) with the community is back on after 

all of the February snow storms.  There are bins on the 
front steps of the church for this purpose. If you don’t 
have one to trade that’s OK, take one anyway. Also, if 

you have any to donate, please drop them off.  

Tell your friends!

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, March 20, location TBD.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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Thank You Note

Dear Friends,

Due to our incredible community of volunteers and donors, Open Cupboard Food Pantry has 
stayed open and kept our clients fed throughout the pandemic and, with your help, will continue 
going forward.  It cannot be overstated how much every donation counts toward feeding our 
hungry neighbors.

Thank you.  We couldn’t do it without you.

Gratefully,

Tobey Wodder, Secretary, OCFB

We continue our time of “Lent” through March 27

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends 
on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen” and 
refers to the lengthening days of spring. The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the 
wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry.  Lent is a time of 
repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter. It is a time of self-examination and 
reflection. 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a “mini-Easter.” 

The color for this season is purple.  For more information, click here.

Easter Week:  The week of Christian observances leading to Easter Sunday. It begins with Palm 
Sunday (March 28, purple or red) and progresses through Holy or Maundy Thursday (purple or red) 
and Good Friday (black). It culminates with the Easter Sunday (April 4, white) celebrations.

The vast majority of the world’s Christians, including United Methodists, have used the following 
means to arrive at the timing of our celebrations during Holy Week. 

• Thursday evening: Last Supper and Great Commandment.  After sundown marks the        

             beginning of the first day (Eve of Friday). Jesus is arrested and tried.

• Friday morning: First day continues, and Jesus is executed, removed from the cross and

             buried.

• Friday sundown: Second day begins. (Eve of Sabbath/Saturday).

• Saturday (sunrise to sunset): Jesus lies in the tomb.

• Saturday sundown: Third day begins. (Eve of Sunday).

• Sunday morning: Third day continues and Jesus is raised from the dead.

Church Seasons

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-does-the-united-methodist-church-say-about-fasting


11

Photo Gallery



12

IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

John Tamburro
Digital Ministry Lead Coordinator

johnny@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:johnny%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

