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March 2020

to the March 2020 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Greetings, good friends!  What is grace?  What is mercy? And what are 
blessings?  Recently, I came across the following explanation:

Grace is when God gives us good things that we don’t deserve. 
Mercy is when God spares us from bad things we deserve. 
Blessings are when God is generous with both.

During this Lenten season, I invite us to think more deeply about grace, 
mercy, and blessings because these three words describe what our 
relationships with God and with others are all about.

When we experience God’s grace, we can also offer the same grace to 
those around us.

When we experience God’s mercy, we can also be merciful to others.

When we experience God’s blessings, we can also extend blessings to each 
person we meet.

In short, we can offer blessings to everyone with grace and mercy.

When our discipleship is based on grace, mercy, and blessings, we will 
develop a healthy and wholesome faith and ministry.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words
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Our world is filled with messages of judgment, division, and even hatred.  But, as followers of Jesus, we 
are called by God to counterbalance these things with new life-affirming messages of grace, mercy, and 
blessings. 

  In God’s Love, 
  Lead Pastor Brandon Cho
  brandon@sentforothers.org

908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

3/8  The Walk:  Worship & Prayer Psalm 95:1-7

3/15 The Walk:  Study & Listening Psalm 19:1-4

3/22 The Walk:  Serving Mark 12:28-31

3/29 The Walk:  Giving Matthew 6:19-21

4/5 The Walk:  Sharing Our Faith Matthew 5:14-16

How do we walk with Christ – daily follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve 
him?  In the Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the Christian spiritual life.  The 

apostles taught it in the writings.  And the Church has, through the last 2,000 
years, sought to pursue this Christian spiritual life.  Join us and deepen your 

walk with Christ as we explore five essential practices of worship/prayer, study, 
serving, giving, and sharing our faith.

Sermon Series
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Churchwide Lenten Adventure: The Walk

How do we walk with Christ - daily follow him, grow 
in him, and faithfully serve him? This Lent, we’ll focus 
on what Jesus taught us about following him. Adam 
Hamilton’s The Walk explores five essential practices: 
worship, study, serving, giving, and sharing our faith.

You are invited to walk with us! Here are some ways 
you can get involved:

• Hear Sunday sermons on each  
spiritual practice

• Grab a copy of the book ($15 donation 
requested to offset costs)

• Join an open community group  
(sign up online or through the office)

• Read the firstfive daily devotions

We’ll begin The Walk Sunday, March 8, and continue 
through Lent. Questions? Contact the church office. 
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North Hunterdon Update

Dear Fellow Disciples,

On Sunday, February 16, we launched a new focus 
for our ministry to the broader community around 
us. 

For years, our congregation has been considering 
ways to reach new people for Jesus beyond our 
space at 12 Halstead. We had been targeting 
Raritan, a community that showed great promise 
in terms of population and growth. But creating 
innovative new ministries is not without its 
challenges, and this initiative was no different. Our 
Raritan campus pastor moved back to Pennsylvania, 
and our hoped-for space was sold. 

But new and different opportunities were opening 
up around the same time. We had recently been 
asked to partner with North Hunterdon United 
Methodist Church and take over their facility. With 
our help, although their worship services ended, the 
thrift shop they had built with great care and love 
was able to continue to operate. 

Soon after I came to Clinton, I began to meet with 
our church leadership to discern our next steps. 
During our prayerful reflection, we have felt the 

nudging of the Spirit to shift our attention from 
the Raritan area to our own back yard: our existing 
Clinton and North Hunterdon campuses.

Our goal is to create a mission center and to re-
launch a new and different type of worshipping 
community at North Hunterdon. We aim to be highly 
relational and to integrate food, faith, and mission. 

This new ministry will be lay-driven. I have asked 
Greg Crawford, who has faithfully chaired our 
Missions team for years and has a heart for social 
justice, to lead the way. I invite you to pray for Greg 
and for his team. Their names are below. 

You’ll be hearing a lot about our plans, which are 
just in their beginning stages, over the next few 
months. We’ll be communicating regularly along 
the way. If you have any questions or want to get 
involved, feel free to contact Greg at [email]. 

This promises to be an exciting year at Clinton 
United Methodist Church! I’m so glad you’re with us 
on the journey. 

Blessings,  
Pastor Brandon

Celebration of Raritan Township Ministry and Introduction of  
North Hunterdon Dream Team
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Youth Ministry

Our youth had an amazing time at their annual 
Winter Retreat! They worshipped, heard messages, 
participated in small groups, played games and 
developed a lot of great memories. The theme of 
the weekend was “Belong” and our group discussed 
the answer to the question “Where do I belong in 
the Kingdom of God?” as it relates to spiritual gifts. It 
was a truly amazing weekend for over 30 leaders & 
students of our youth group. 

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

March Events

Sunday, 3/1  Youth Group

Sunday, 3/8  IGNITE Community Day 
 in East Brunswick

Sunday, 3/15 Youth Group

Sunday, 3/22  Youth Group

Sunday, 3/29  Youth Group
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This past month, the Clinton UMC Sunday school kids have been 
learning about some of the sayings of Jesus. We first learned about 
when Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” We talked about 
why children are so important to Jesus and why the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to them! We made a banner for the children’s wing by having 
the children step in paint and then walk across a large piece of paper. 

We also learned about when 
Jesus said, “Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.” 
Believe it or not, this does not 
mean walking around with a 
fishing pole or net trying to 
catch people! The kids learned 
about ways that they can be 
“good fishermen,” such as 
being kind to others or inviting 
a friend to Sunday school. 

Our next event will be a performance on Palm Sunday! The children 
are working on a program to perform at the 11 o’clock service. We 
hope to see you there!

~Faith Evers, Director of Children’s Ministry 
faith@sentforothers.org

Children’s Ministry

Moms’ Group   

Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from 9 am to 11 am. 

Rise Against Hunger Mission - Off-site
Saturday, March 21

Babysitting is available but must be reserved in advance. 
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 

908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.
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Men’s Ministry 

Letter of Thanks 

Our men continue to enjoy fellowship at breakfast 
the first Saturday of every month. We have been 
moving the site to get a variety of food while helping 
local business. Text Alex 908-500-0220 for the next 
location. The Holy Rollers are at the midpoint of the 
winter bowling league and are currently in fifth place. 
We are planning another open bowling night (non-
league) in mid-March. Shuffleboard night has been 
another popular winter activity. We are looking forward 
to warm weather that will lead to outdoor activities.

Alex Vasilantone, Chair, Men’s Ministry
alex.vasilantone@gmail.com  

or text 908-500-0220

MissionPossible

If you ask Kathleen Morgan, Lisa Maul, Lisa Jenkins, Grete Straub, Cindee Straub, Debbie Leuzzi, Ellie 
Voorhees, or me about serving at York Habitat for Humanity last June, you will hear stories of hard work, 
great joy, wonderful fellowship, and abundant blessing.

This year, we are planning to create new stories with all those ingredients and more. 2020 marks the third 
year in a row that we will be spending a week serving York Habitat. 

What’s tremendously exciting about this year’s trip is that last August, York Habitat broke ground on the 
biggest project in York County history! York Habitat is building 14 homes for 14 qualified families and provide 
up to 20 existing homeowners with critical home repair and aging in place services! What an opportunity to 
be part of this exciting ministry!

For those reading online, click here to download a video about this amazing project.

This year, we will be traveling to York on Sunday, June 21, and returning to Clinton Friday afternoon, June 26. 

Contact Greg Crawford (gcrawf216@gmail.com, 908.343.1936) for more information.
Greg Crawford,  

on behalf of the Missions Committee

Join Us in serving York Habitat for Humanity

Dear CUMC family,

We would like to thank everyone that made and brought food, 
for your prayers, calls and visits.  Recovery is taking more time 
than expected, however I look forward to seeing you soon.

Pastor Brandon’s visits to our home have meant so much to us.  
The flowers he brought for our anniversary are still beautiful 
and bring a ray of sunshine to our home.  The card for our 
anniversary signed by everyone was an unexpected delight.

May God bless each of you as he has for us.

Charles & Janice Housel

https://www.yorkhabitat.org/uploads/b/108912661-657717630285831681/habitat_chestnut_st_832.mp4
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Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

3/1 Eleanor Irons  
in honor of Connie, her godchild’s birthday

3/8 Available

3/15 Available

3/22 Available

3/29 Available

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in the 
hallway.  Feel free to write your dedication in the 
spaces provided for the week of your choice.  The cost 
of the flowers each week is $35, which you can place in 
the offering plate with a note designating altar flowers.

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time held 
between services, enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those in our congregation.  We are in need of 
hosts for 2020. Sign-ups are on the bulletin board in 
the social hall.  We encourage any who would like to 
share in this vital ministry to participate. Thank you!

Every Sunday, ShopRite cards are available for sale in 
the social hall.  Five percent of all sales go toward our 
church mission.  In the past, we have used these funds 
to provide the beautiful pew cushions in the sanctuary 
and to help pay for the air conditioning in the social 
hall.  Please support us and come prepared with cash 
or check to purchase your grocery gift cards.

Contact: Nancy Smith 
Email:  nsbestemor@embarqmail.com 

Phone:  908-735-7276

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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CUMC Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

choir@sentforothers.org

Lauren Case
Worship Producer

lauren@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Director of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


