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March 2019

to the March 2019 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Who Is Jesus?
Since Jesus showed up on the scene, people have wrestled with his identity. 
Why has this been the case? Why should we care? 

I believe that the more we look to Jesus and seek to understand who He is, 
the more we will understand God.  The more we understand God, the more 
we actually discover about ourselves.  This sounds pretty basic, right? But 
have you ever wondered how Jesus might have felt about himself? 

This Lent we are going to look at who Jesus is from the perspective of the 
people of his day.  Some thought he was: 

• John the Baptist 
• Elijah 
• Another prophet raised from the dead

We will unpack why people must have thought that and what it means for 
us today.  

Jesus then asked his disciples who they thought he was.  It is one thing 
to poll the crowd, but Jesus wants to know what his friends think.  Peter’s 
answer was, “You are the Christ.” Did you know that Christ isn’t Jesus’ last 
name? 

The season of Lent is a 40-day journey of spiritual searching, prayer, and 
focusing on the core message of the gospel.  This journey ends with a 
celebration on Easter Sunday morning as we celebrate God’s redeeming 
love and victory.  Join us this Lent as we name Jesus. 

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise
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March 3 Combined Communion Service

March 10 Prayer as Self-Reflection

March 17 John the Baptist

Sermon Series  

  Sent for others, 
  Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor 

michael@sentforothers.org 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

“Jesus was an only son 
As he walked up Calvary Hill 
His mother Mary walking beside him 
In the path where his blood spilled 
Jesus was an only son 
In the hills of Nazareth 
As he lay reading the Psalms of David 
At his mother’s feet

A mother prays, “Sleep tight, my child, sleep well 
For I’ll be at your side 
That no shadow, no darkness, no tolling bell, 
Shall pierce your dreams this night”

In the garden at Gethsemane 
He prayed for the life he’d never live, 
He beseeched his Heavenly Father to remove 
The cup of death from his lips

Now there’s a loss that can never be replaced, 
A destination that can never be reached 
A light you’ll never find in another’s face, 
A sea whose distance cannot be breached

Well Jesus kissed his mother’s hands 
Whispered, “Mother, still your tears, 
For remember the soul of the universe 
Willed a world and it appeared.”

- Bruce Springsteen

March 24 Elijah

March 31  Another Prophet
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Combined Services  

Mark Your Calendar!

Combined Communion Service

Sunday, March 3, 10 am

Come early for coffee time!

Ash Wednesday

Join us this Wednesday, March 6 

7 am ~ Imposition of Ashes  

7 pm ~ Worship & Ashes

Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of 
Lent, emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness 
before God and our human mortality. The focus on 
both themes helps us realize that both have been 
triumphed through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Please join us for prayer, worship, 
and the imposition of ashes as we begin the 
Lenten season.

Join us this Wednesday, March 6

 7am ~ Imposition of Ashes

7pm ~ Worship & Ashes.
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On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the 
river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We 
sat down and began to speak to the women who had 
gathered there. One of those listening was a woman 
from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened 
her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she 
and the members of her household were baptized, she 
invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in 
the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And 
she persuaded us.

     – Acts 16:13-15

I was an anthropology major in college.  One of 
our required courses was a geography class titled 
“People and Places”.  Like any good geography class, 
we spent a lot of time memorizing maps, countries, 
cities, and landmarks.  However, each map did not 
simply represent landmarks and locations, but a 
place where people had built a life and a culture.  
These places had shaped the values and worldview 
of their people and in turn the people had shaped 
their land.  Understanding one without the other 
could only provide a dim and inaccurate picture 
because people and places were meant to be 
connected.

When we shared the vision for our new faith 
community last spring, we shared the scripture above 
about Paul going to Macedonia.  In this passage, we 
see Paul meeting some women gathered for prayer 
and sharing the story of Jesus with them.  The Holy 
Spirit opens their hearts and these women respond 
to Paul’s message.  It’s a beautiful moment that leads 

to the women’s baptism and housing for Paul and his 
friends.  

Over this last month, our primary prayer for Raritan 
Church has been choosing a location for worship 
services for Easter and beyond.  Throughout our 
search, we have looked at many places, but even 
more importantly have met a variety of people.  Each 
one of these conversations and people have brought 
us a step closer to our vision for Raritan Township.  
Friendships have flourished and blessings have 
occurred.  God has been faithful both in finding 
places and in transforming the hearts of people.

As we step into this next month, we will be actively 
preparing for our Easter Sunday Launch.  There will 
be continued opportunities to pray and to volunteer.  
We encourage you to consider becoming a fan, 
champion, or core team member to support this 
exciting new phase in the life of our church.  Text 
908-824-0580 with your name, your email address, 
and how you’ll support Raritan (fan, champion, or 
core team member) to learn more information. 

Thank you for your prayers.  May God continue to 
lead us and prepare the way for all the blessings that 
are ahead! 

We hope that you will join us on this exciting journey.  
Be on the lookout for more events and updates 
in the months to come and contact Melissa at  
melissa@sentforothers.org or 484-883-2774 to 
learn more.

~ Melissa Nyoni, Children’s & Family  
Ministry Director & Raritan Campus Pastor

Raritan Update

Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from  
9:00 am - 11:00 am.

Moms’ Group   

Next Gathering:
Saturday, March 16

Babysitting is available but must be reserved in advance.  
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.
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Youth Ministry

Our youth had an incredible time at their annual winter 
retreat! This year, we talked through the question 
“Am I Worthy?” as we reflected on our theme song 
“Who You Say I Am”. Our group spent the weekend 
worshipping, hearing messages, discussing in small 
groups and also participating in workshop breakout 
sessions! It was a Spirit-filled weekend and we are so 
blessed by the support of our youth leaders, youth 
parents and congregation. 

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

March Events

Sunday, 3/3  Youth Group
Sunday, 3/10  Youth Group 
 Game Night
Sunday, 3/17 Youth Group
Sunday, 3/24 Youth Group
Sunday, 3/31 Youth Group
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Children’s Ministry

During the month of February, the kids learned about 
“cooperation – working together to do more than you 
can do alone.” They also put their cooperation skills 
into action with the socks and underwear collection. 
The children led a collection for Harvest Family 
Success Center in Flemington, providing much 
needed new socks and underwear to children and 
teens. Together, we collected over four hampers 
full. Thanks to everyone who supported this great 
“cooperative” effort!

The Sunday School focus for March will be 
contentment. Contentment is “deciding to be happy 
with what you’ve got.” The kids will learn how to be 
happy in any situation by focusing on God instead of 
what they do or do not have.  

Don’t forget that you can learn more about our 
children’s ministry and find great kids devotionals 
through our church app! On the second home 
screen, click “kids” and you will find our finalfour daily 
devotionals for families to do together. 

Thank you again for your support of our children’s 
ministry. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please contact 
Albree Smith at albree@sentforothers.org. 
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Notes of Thanks

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your generous support of the Market 
Street Mission. Your gifts have provided holiday 
meals for the hungry, winter coats for the homeless, 
and emergency assistance through our thrift store 
to those in need – but they’ve also done so much 
more.  Each time you make a donation to the Market 
Street Mission, your gift has the potential to change 
lives. We may never be able to eradicate hunger and 
homelessness from this earth, but with your help, we 
are working to end it here in northern New Jersey 
and the surrounding communities. Check us out on 
the web for more information, at marketstreet.org.  
We look forward to ministering and serving together 
within your community in 2019. 

Blessings, 
G. David Scott, Executive Director

Dear CUMC,

We want to personally thank you for your continued 
financial support. Thank you for using the resources 
God has provided to you to help share the Good 
News here in Philadelphia and with all who attend 
our programs.  You are valuable and we are so 
grateful!  We are excited to share with you what God 
does in 2019!

 In Christ, 
The Philadelphia Project Staff

Volunteer Opportunity: Thrift Shop 

Make a difference and meet great people — 
volunteer at the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop! The 
shop offers affordable, quality clothing to people 
who are shopping on a budget or want to reduce 
waste and pollution. Weekly volunteers, as well 
as more “casual” (when available) volunteers, are 
welcome.

Questions? Want more details? 
 
Contact Thrift Shop Manager Danielle Banes at 
danielle@sentforothers.org
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MissionPossible

Clinton UMC volunteers shared time, meals, and 
friendship with three Family Promise families in 
January. Family Promise is a national organization 
(formerly Interfaith Hospitality Network) whose 
mission is to help homeless and low-income families 
achieve sustainable independence. Family Promise 
of Hunterdon County is the only homeless shelter for 
children and their families in the county. 

Make a Difference with Us

As hosts, we provide shelter, meals, security, 
companionship, and most importantly, we share 
God’s love. Our next hosting dates will be April 7-14. 
There is a place for you in this ministry! Here are 
some of the ways you can be involved. Shifts can be 
flexible based on your schedule.

 • Shop for groceries for guests 
• Set up before guests arrive 
• Provide lunch or dinner for guests 
• Sleep over (you get your own room) 
• Be available (aka fellowship; multiple  
 two-hour shifts) 
• Clean up after guests leave 
• Launder sheets, blankets, and towels 
 after hosting 

Hosting Family Promise takes many volunteers, but 
it’s always rewarding and a wonderful opportunity to 
work together as a faith community that is truly sent 
for others. 

You’re invited to be a part of this vital ministry. For 
more information, contact Greg Crawford at 908-
343-1936 or Brenda Jaffe at 908-797-4731.

~ Greg Crawford 
gcrawf216@gmail.com

908-343-1936

What’s your passion?

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  
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Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship 
time held between services, enjoyed by so 
many, is staffed each week by those in our 

congregation, as well as our Care Committee 
members who are willing to serve others. 

Thanks to our February hosts, Wisty Hall & Eleanor 
Irons, Mary Fitzpatrick & Dakota Hunt, Ben & Tara 
Seager, Kathy Kushner, and the Tuesday evening 

Tillisch Community Group. 

Contact Nancy Smith for details. 
Email: nsbestemor@embarqmail.com

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

Shop Rite Cards

3/3/19 Eleanor Irons, in honor of her 
godchild Connie’s birthday

3/10/19 Available

3/17/19 Available

3/24/19 Available

3/31/19 Available

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in the hallway.  
Feel free to write your dedication in the spaces provided for 
the week of your choice.  The cost of the flowers each week 
is $35, which you can place in the offering plate with a note 
designating altar flowers.

Shop Rite Cards 
for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for 
sale in the social hall. 

 
5% of all sales go toward our church mission.  

Come prepared with cash or check.
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

Albree Smith
Children’s Ministry Operations Manager

albree@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


