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June 2019

to the June 2019 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Dear Friend of Clinton UMC, 

Thank you. As I conclude my time as your pastor, I am so grateful for your 
support, prayers, and generosity. 

When we arrived, we were still expecting our youngest child, Lydia. As 
we anticipated her birth, we also anticipated the new thing that God was 
going to do in our church. The people of CUMC will forever be on our 
hearts. I can’t say enough how much we appreciate your love and care for 
our family. In whatever ways I hopefully have been able to bless you as a 
congregation, please know that we are even more so blessed by you. 

In my new role, I will be resourcing pastoral leaders and beginning new 
places for new people. Throughout my 13 years of pastoral ministry in 
the local church, I have seen a lot. You have helped me to discover hope. 
Even when I was discouraged, you enabled me to believe again. The 
poet T.S. Eliot said, ”To do the useful thing, to say the courageous thing, to 
contemplate the beautiful thing: that is enough for one man’s life.” 

My hope is that I was useful. I have tried to provide an example of one 
whose life was not about himself. I am not perfect, but I was sent for you so 
that we could be sent for others. 

My hope is that I spoke courageously. For the past five years I have 
preached, taught, wrote, and tried to use my life as a voice. When I 
preached, I wanted people to want to come back to our church. I wanted 
people to walk away with hope. My words have invited us as a church 
to be courageous and try new things. Even when fear was present, our 

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise



2

community and the love that is shared helps me to speak beyond fear into the new possibility and hope of 
God. 

My hope is that we contemplated God’s beauty. I hope you have a deeper understanding and appreciation 
of God’s word because of our time together. My hope was to share in the beautiful and powerful story of 
Jesus and have us walk away considering all the new ways and possibilities of understanding. We are just 
beginning to scratch the surface, we are still at the beginning of understanding. God is grace, beauty, and 
truth. 

So my final encouragement for you is to be useful, speak courageously, and to contemplate the beautiful, 
in all of the ways that God has created you to do and be. 

And remember the words of William Booth: “You were not sent here for yourselves. You were sent for 
others, and the world is waiting for you.”

  Sent for others, 
  Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor 

michael@sentforothers.org 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

Smith Family Celebration

We will celebrate Pastor Michael and his family at a pot-luck luncheon on: 

Sunday, June 2
Immediately after church service (One service at 10 am)

The Smith family’s last day with us will be June 9. 

See your Midweek News for the link  
to sign up for the pot luck or  

contact the church office.
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Join the Worship Team

You’re invited to share your musical gifts!

The Clinton UMC Worship team is seeking musicians 
for all positions:

• Vocals 
• Piano 
• Guitar (acoustic/electric) 
• Bass 
• Drums 
• Audio & Visual Technicians

The Worship Team is for people who have a strong 
desire and passion to bring others closer to God 
through music. 

The Worship Team holds monthly meetings that 
include jam sessions, fellowship, song selection, and 
more! 

If you want to join a ministry that is fun, easy and 
rewarding contact Lauren Case, Worship Producer, 
at lauren@sentforothers.org.

Blood Drive   

Help prevent 
shortages!

Wednesday, June 12
2:30 - 8:30 pm

nybc.org

Match Your Gift

Does your employer match your gifts to 
charitable organizations? Some businesses 
match employee giving dollar-for-dollar or 
better. “Making a match” is simple:

•  Contact your human resources 
department for information on their 
matching gift program.

• If Clinton UMC is eligible for the 
program, request a matching gift form.

• Fill out the employee section and mail 
the form to Clinton UMC, PO Box 5331, 
Clinton NJ, 08809, Attn: Rose Leonard. 

As always, thanks for your generous support 
of Clinton UMC! 
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Clinton Kids Camp 2019 

Clinton Summer Kickoff    

Clinton Summer Kickoff 
June 19, 1-5 pm

Local families are invited to join us for 
a free outdoor party to celebrate the 
end of the school year. We will kick 
off summer with food, inflatables, 
games, and more! Invite your friends 
and neighbors for a fun afternoon at 
the park!

August 5-9 
9 am to noon each day

Registration is now open for our summer 
kids’ camp! Kids ages 3 to 11 can join us 
on an African adventure! Kids will explore 
God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious 
faith that powers them through this wild 
life. With crafts, games, music, and daily 
surprises, Kids Camp will take children on 
an incredible journey to experience all the 
fun that camp has to offer. Register and 
learn more at:

https://www.sentforothers.org/events

Our Moms’ Group meets one Saturday a month from  
9:00 am - 11:00 am.

Moms’ Group   

Next Gathering:
Saturday, June 15

Babysitting is available but must be reserved in advance. 
All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
A season for everything

There’s a season for everything and a time for every 
matter under the heavens:

2 a time for giving birth and a time for dying,  
a time for planting and a time for uprooting what 
was planted,

3 a time for killing and a time for healing, 
a time for tearing down and a time for building up,

4 a time for crying and a time for laughing, 
a time for mourning and a time for dancing,

5 a time for throwing stones and a time for gathering 
stones, 
a time for embracing and a time for avoiding 
embraces,

6 a time for searching and a time for losing, 
a time for keeping and a time for throwing away,

7 a time for tearing and a time for repairing, 
a time for keeping silent and a time for speaking,

8 a time for loving and a time for hating, 
a time for war and a time for peace.

One of the best parts about living in the northeast 
is the change of seasons.  It is imperfect and we 
may often wonder in all this rain what happened to 
the best spring days, but nevertheless we get to 
experience a little bit of everything: beautiful new 
flowers, bright summer sun, colorful fall leaves, 
and peaceful winter snow.  Seasons restore the 

earth and help the plants to grow.  Moving through 
the seasons allows us to experience life in richer 
and more diverse ways.  Although different, each 
moment is precious and held in God’s hands.  

Recently the announcement was made in church 
that my season at CUMC will be coming to an end.  
At the end of June, our family will be moving back 
to Pennsylvania for my husband’s job.  This was 
a very difficult decision to make but it is a good 
opportunity for our family and where we feel God 
is leading us in the season ahead.  It is bittersweet 
to say goodbye to so many of you, and I can never 
express my gratitude for your many prayers for this 
ministry.  We have been immensely blessed by 
each one of you and all that you have given of your 
hearts to see our Raritan Campus born.  I believe 
with all my heart that God has heard each of our 
prayers and that he will bring them to pass in his 
perfect timing.  

You might be wondering what this means for 
Raritan.  Raritan has and always will be the work 
of God through his Spirit.  The core team, the 
Ad Board, and incoming Pastor Brandon Cho all 
support moving forward. Details will of course need 
to be worked out, but you’ll hear more throughout 
the summer.  Together this church will continue to 
grow its ministry and make an impact in our county.  
I am confident that each of you will continue to 
shine the light of Christ’s love in ways that will 
forever change hearts and lives throughout Clinton 
and Raritan.  And even if I am not with you in person, 
my prayers for you will never end.  

As our leadership continues to work together on 
these next steps your prayers are more important 
than ever.  Pray for wisdom, discernment, vision, 
and new leadership.  Each season is special, and I 
believe that this next season for Clinton and Raritan 
will be full of abundance and blessing.  Thank you 
for being a part of this journey. May God fulfill his 
mission and purpose for each of us by his grace  
and love. 
 ~ Melissa Nyoni 
 Director of Children and Family Ministries 
 melissa@sentforothers.org

Raritan Update
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Youth Ministry

This month was a fun one at Journey Youth Ministry! 
Several of our youth assisted in the church-wide 
work day; they pulled weeds, spread mulch, and 
contributed to getting ready for the spring season.

They also partnered up with the CARE Committee to 
host a Spring Soup and Salad Dinner! Many thanks 
to the CARE Committee as well as our congregation 
and youth families for participating and contributing 
to a fun social event. 

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025

June Events

Sunday, 6/2  Youth Group
Sunday, 6/9  Youth Group
Sunday, 6/16 Youth Sunday (AM). 
 Father’s Day.  
 No Youth Group
Sunday, 6/23  Youth Group
Tues–Sunday Youth Group Trip 
6/25–30 to Creation Concert
Sunday, 6/30  No Youth Group

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing 
and comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  
You may also join us in the sanctuary each 
Thursday at noon to pray for our friends and loved 
ones.  Prayers may be sent to the church office 
through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  
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Children’s Ministry

During the month of May, our children learned about 
how the early apostles showed perseverance. By 
refusing to give up when life got hard, the early 
church was able to share the good news of Jesus 
with many people. The kids learned that even when 
their lives might be challenging, the church can help 
them persevere.  

The kids also had a wonderful time celebrating 
Mother’s Day this month. The children hosted coffee 
hour with special treats and Mother’s Day gifts. Many 
thanks to our amazing Sunday School teachers, 
who made this day so special for the women of our 
church. 

In June, we will be kicking off our summer series by 
“Powering Up” with the Holy Spirit. The kids will learn 
about how God works in their lives to change the 
world around them. Throughout the summer, they will 
learn about the fruits of the Spirit and how God can 
help them to experience love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.

In August, Clinton Kids Camp will be back! Registration 
is now open. Kids aged 3 to 11 can join us for a “Roaring” 
adventure on August 5 - 9. Register and learn more at: 
https://www.sentforothers.org/events.

Register by the end of June to enjoy our early bird 
discount!

Thank you again for your support of our children’s 
ministry. As we move into a season of leadership 
transition for our family ministry, we thank you for 
your prayers and support. We are blessed by many 
amazing teachers and leaders within our Sunday 
School program. We are confident that God will 
continue to expand and grow this program, thanks 
to the faithfulness and outstanding abilities of our 
volunteers. If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please contact 
Melissa Nyoni at melissa@sentforothers.org. 
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As you may have noticed, our Spring clean-up has 
begun. While both the Halstead campus and the 
Andreann parsonage were targeted for the “official” 
Church Clean-up Day, there are still some leftover 
projects for any willing hands. Let me know if you 
are interested and I will put you in contact with the 
appropriate Trustee. Many thanks to those who 
turned out on May 4 to help. A special thank-you to 
our youth for their faithful service to our church.

Earlier in the year, I had mentioned that the Trustees 
were planning a Phase II capital Improvement project 
for this summer. Last year, the children’s ministry 
area was updated. This year, the plan is to improve 
building accessibility by adding a lift. As with Phase I, 
this project will be paid for with existing capital funds.

Phase II will provide those with mobility challenges 
easier access into our church facilities. The lift will 
be located at the rear 
of the social hall in what 
is now a storage room 
(located behind the two 
bathrooms). Entry will 
be from the rear parking 
lot and provide access 
down to the children’s 
ministry area as well as 
up for entry to the social 
hall. In order to make 
room for the new access 
point, some building 
modifications will be 
required. We’ll share 
more updates soon.

The Phase II effort, led by Bill Engisch, began in 
December 2018. Because of the approvals required 
(before construction can even start), the Trustees 
hired: an engineering firm to provide a site plan and 
NJDEP documentation; a land use attorney to guide 
us through the local Land Use Board’s submission 
and approval process; and a local architect to design 
and guide the building process.

I am happy to report things are moving forward, 
although much remains to be done:

• We had our first hearing before the Clinton 
Land Use Board. The second hearing is 
currently scheduled during Clinton’s June 
Board meeting. Approval could come then or 
may require a third hearing.

• We have filed the required application with 
the NJDEP. They could take up to 90 days to 
approve it. 

• Our architect is completing the final construction 
drawing.

• The Trustees have elected to use the same 
general contractor who completed the 
children’s ministry area. He is currently being 
brought on board, and the actual construction 
schedule is being developed.

Just in case you are wondering, construction will not 
begin until the completion of this year’s Kids Camp, 
which is the week of August 5-9.

In next month’s Trustee’s Corner, I will provide a more 
detailed description of the changes associated with 
the lift and share with you a second visible project 
that is being planned for this summer.

~ Dick Peete, President, Board of Trustees
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Save Time with Recurring Giving

A Note of Thanks

Tired of writing checks or remembering cash on 
Sunday mornings? Traveling to take advantage 
of the warmer weather? Simplify your giving with 
a recurring gift. In less than five minutes, you can 
organize your giving to Clinton UMC for the rest of 
the year. Just choose an option that works for you: 

App. With mobile giving, you can give how, when, 
and where you prefer. Simply click on the “Give” 
icon and follow the prompts. Look for the “Make a 
recurring gift” option to the right of “Give one time.” 
Don’t have the app? Go to your app store and search 
“Clinton UMC.”

Website. You can also give on our website: 
sentforothers.org. Find the “Give” tab near the top of 

the screen on the right side. Select “Set up recurring” 
to schedule repeating gifts.

Online Banking. If you’re already using online 
banking, it takes just a moment to add Clinton UMC 
to your list of payees. The process varies slightly 
by bank, but you will enter Clinton UMC’s name 
and address (PO Box 5331, Clinton NJ 08809) and 
payment details. Because there’s no cost to you or 
to the church, this is one of our most cost-effective 
options.

Questions on recurring giving? Contact:
info@sentforothers.org.

Dear church family, 

On behalf of the Trustees, thank you to all who came 
out to support our Spring Clean-up Day! Your support 
is appreciated and definitely needed. 

A special shout out to Nancy Smith and the Care 
Committee: A large thank-you for providing the 
delicious lunch. As you are aware, the turnout was 
slightly larger than expected and included almost a 

dozen youth. The food and fellowship you provided 
proved to be the icing on a successful Spring clean-up. 
Thank you and your Committee for partnering with the 
Trustees in our attempt to make this a more complete 
church event.  We look forward to working with you 
again in the future.

And to Mecan and the CUMC Youth Group: another 
huge thank-you for your service in helping us maintain 
the property that our God has so generously provided 
to this church. You should take great pride not only 
in a job well done but being a critical element in the 
effort that allowed us to accomplishment as much as 
we were able to do in the short period of time we had. 
Without your efforts, the Andreann parsonage would 
not have been done nor would we have been able to 
do nearly as much at the Halstead campus.

The Trustees are but a small group (nine) of people who 
depend on God’s Spirit working among the church to 
answer the call of service to help us keep the church 
properties clean, neat, and up-to-date. You answered 
that call, and for that we give thanks. We look forward 
to working with CUMC’s youth community in the future. 

Peace be with you,
Dick Peete
President, CUMC Board of Trustees



10

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship 
time held between services, enjoyed by so 
many, is staffed each week by those in our 

congregation, as well as our Care Committee 
members who are willing to serve others. 

Thanks to our May hosts: Rosie Ranauro, Kathy 
Kushner, the Care Committee, The Moms’ Group, 

Children & Family Ministries,  
and the Council on Ministries

Contact Nancy Smith for details. 
Email: nsbestemor@embarqmail.com

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

Shop Rite Cards

6/2/19 The Puleos, 
Celebrating the Smith family

6/9/19 Don & Jane Treece 
Celebrating their 52nd wedding 
anniversary

6/16/19 Available

6/23/19 Available

6/30/19 Available

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in 
the hallway.  Feel free to write your dedication in 
the spaces provided for the week of your choice.  
The cost of the flowers each week is $35, which 
you can place in the offering plate with a note 
designating altar flowers.

Shop Rite Cards 
for Sale

Every Sunday, Shop Rite cards are available for 
sale in the social hall. 

 
5% of all sales go toward our church mission.  

Come prepared with cash or check.
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CUMC Picture Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Michael P. Smith 

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Director
908-735-7025

Lauren Case
Worship Producer

lauren@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org


