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June 2018

to the June 2018 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

A Happy Life

In the Declaration of Independence, the nation’s founders declared that 
humans “…are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”  

Life.  Liberty. The pursuit of Happiness. 

What makes you happy? Are you pursuing it? 

C.S. Lewis described his mother as having a talent for happiness. She went 
straight for it as “the experienced travelers go for the best seat in a train.” 
How might you begin a journey to a happy life?  

Jesus began the most famous sermon he ever preached – the Sermon on 
the Mount – with a word about happiness. Depending on your translation, 
you might see the word blessed or happy.  William Barclay, a British biblical 
scholar, translated these phrases by saying, “O the bliss!”  I like that. 

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise
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As you will see in our next message series, Jesus can take the things that we might not always see as 
catalysts to happiness and use them to teach us what it means to truly have a happy life. 

 Sent for others,

The beatitudes are not an ethereal philosophy of life.  They are a celebration of what life can truly 
be now.  You can have it.  This blessed and happy life is in your hands.  Come and celebrate life with 

us, I am truly blessed by your presence and for you being part of our church.  

May 27 The Poor in Spirit

June 3   The Mourners

June 10   The Meek  

June 17   Hunger and Thirst - Youth Sunday

June 24  The Merciful

Rev. Michael P. Smith, Senior Pastor 
michael@sentforothers.org 

908-735-7025 Ext. 1 

Sermon Series - The Beatitudes  
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The Call to Hunterdon County

A vision of a man from Macedonia came to Paul 
during the night. He stood urging Paul, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us!” Immediately after he 
saw the vision, we prepared to leave for the province 
of Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them.
     —Acts 16:9-10

Our recent sermon series, “The Call,” explored the 
why, where, and how behind our vision to become a 
multisite church and begin a new faith community in 
Hunterdon County. In case you missed it, highlights 
are below.

Why?
What the Macedonian man needed 2000 years ago 
and what people need today hasn’t really changed.  

People need Jesus.  People need to hear the good 
news that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living 
God, who came to restore our relationship with God. 
This is the truth that we stand on and the reason the 
church exists.  

People need to know that God loves them, is for them, 
and sent Jesus to forgive their sins for eternity. They 
need to know God is walking this life with them here 
and now.   

And people need community to help them find that 
relationship with Jesus. There is a hunger to know 
and be known. It is through deep relationships and 
friendships that people can find Jesus and live a life 
of faith. 

Where? 
Our next campus, selected after much prayer and 
research, will be in Raritan Township. Like Paul, we’re 
going where the people are.  Raritan Township is:

• The largest and fastest-growing township in 
Hunterdon County

• A community hub

• Right outside the city gate (Flemington)

At the same time, a church should be more than 
just a location.  That’s what makes the church so 
transformative: It’s both a place and a gathering 
of people. Our aim is to create a new space where 
people can say, “Church is a place for me.”

How? 
We are not asking people to get up and go 
somewhere new next week.  In fact, we won’t ever 
stand up in front of the church and ask people to 
commit to going to this new campus. 

The launch of the new faith community will be broken 
down into four phases:

Phase 1: Prayer. We have to pray first.  This isn’t our 
church or our campus.  This is God’s church and God’s 
campus, and we want him to lead the way and have 
full authority over everything we do. So we will begin 
on our knees, praying boldly, but also with humility 
and reverence.

Phase 2: Events. We want to get involved in the 
community and show the people there that we are 
“for” them because God is “for” them. We’re starting 
with two summer events:

• Raritan Kids Camp 
• Family block party

Phase 3: Groups. Our goal is to begin with groups.  
As we have our events throughout the summer, 
we’ll begin inviting people to groups in the Raritan 
Township area. These groups will become the 
foundation for this new church, and by the time 
worship begins there will already be people 
committed to groups and ready to gather in a larger 
way. Groups will launch September 23.

Phase 4: Worship Launch. In December 2018 or 
January 2019, we will launch a worshipping campus 
in Raritan Township.  This campus will be birthed 
out of prayer, committed to being sent for others, 
and filled with groups.  It will be a place where new 
people can encounter our loving and living God in a 
new way. 

To learn more about plans for the new faith community, 
check out the April 29, May 6, and May 13 sermons on 
our app or website.  We’ll share more details when 
they’re confirmed.
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Children’s Ministry

Our kids had a blast this past May!  Throughout the 
month we learned about  “Honesty – choosing to be 
truthful in whatever you say or do.”  We also enjoyed 
sharing Mother’s Day with the women of our church. 
The children hosted coffee hour making special 
treats and cards for mom.  It was a joy to see them 
serving!

On May 12th, we hosted a Parents’ Night Out.  The 
kids enjoyed making gifts for their moms and a night 
of carnival-style games and activities.  Thanks to the 
youth group and adult volunteers for making this 
night out a great event for our families!

In June, we will be turning our attention to “Conviction 
– standing for what is right even when others don’t.”  
Get ready to channel your inner super hero as we 

learn how to live for what is right!  Throughout the 
month, we will be looking at the life of Daniel and 
how he lived with conviction even in difficult places.

Finally, registration is open for our Summer Kids 
Camp!  Save the date for a week of camp fun filled 
with games, crafts, service, and everyday faith.  
Camp is for children ages 3 to 5th grade and will be 
held July 30 to August 3 from 9 am to noon.  Visit 
www.sentforothers.org/events to register. 

Thank you again for your support of our children’s 
ministry.  If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer for this important ministry, please contact 
Melissa Nyoni at melissa@sentforothers.org. 

May was another great month for Journey Youth 
Ministry! Our group participated in churchwide 
cleanup where 22 youth and 8 adults spent 3 hours 
weeding and cleaning up the grounds of CUMC. It 
was a great celebration of “Earth Day” as well as a 
time to be thankful for all that the Lord has blessed 
our community with. 

We also hosted a very festive Cinco de Mayo party 
where we had 32 youth and many advisers in 

attendance! This event included a taco bar, exotic 
food sampling, hot sauce contest, and a fiesta 
outfit debut. At this event, we also celebrated the 
announcement of the newest member to the JYM 
family, Baby Payne due November 2018! 

June Events

Sunday, 6/3 No Youth Group 
 Training for leaders 

Sunday, 6/10  Youth Group

Sunday, 6/17   Youth Sunday 
 No Youth Group 
 Father’s Day

Sunday, 6/24 Mission Planning

Youth Group Update

~ Mecan Payne, Director of Youth Ministries
mecan@sentforothers.org  908-735-7025
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People are beginning to ask, “What’s the building 
committee doing? Why aren’t we being told what’s 
going on?”  Let me assure you the building committee 
is alive and has been very busy; however, this is a 
process and is going to take some time.  

The process is being driven by physical building 
changes that are required to improve accessibility, 
hospitality, and space flexibility. Let me address what 
has been done, the current status, and what you might 
expect over the next two to three months. 

What has been completed?

• The committee has received input from a wide cross 
section of the church (actually, more than 20 pages 
of wants/needs/suggestions)

• Those 20-plus pages were consolidated into a 
working Requirements Document (a spreadsheet) 
to help the committee focus on specific areas and 
priority needs

• The committee has decided to focus first on the 
classroom space in the basement of the social hall 
and the possible installation of a small elevator as 
these are both urgent needs and, we hope, the 
easiest areas to change

• At their May meeting, the trustees signed a contract 
with a local architectural firm to assist the committee 
with potential building code and/or structural issues  

What is the current status?

• The committee continues to look at requirements, 
compare them to what we currently have, and 
ask, “What can we do, or have to do, to meet 
requirements?”  We ask this not only in the classroom 
area (although that is the current priority) but also in 
other areas of the church (upstairs in the social hall 
and the sanctuary area)

• As the committee continues to evaluate what is 
possible, there is ongoing dialogue with the various 
church ministries via their representatives on the 
building committee. Lisa Maul and the worship 
committee and Lori Hannon and Corbin Payne, 
representing the choir and praise band, have been 
very helpful as we explore how we might meet the 
requirements in the sanctuary area

• The trustees have targeted an August timeframe to 
start construction in the social hall basement. The 
goal is to have it completed before Homecoming 
Sunday in September. Will that happen? Way too 
soon to tell, but it gives the trustees a focus

What should you expect over the next two to four 
months?

• Closure will be reached on the specifics of the 
classroom modifications

• The trustees will share with the administrative board 
the proposed changes to the downstairs classroom 
area

• Architectural/contractor documents will be drawn 
up for cost-estimating purposes

• A request will be made to the District Superintendent 
for the release of monies from the restricted capital 
fund to make the stated capital improvements 
(Note: There are no plans to raise new capital dollars 
to finance the building modifications.)

• Construction begins sometime after the completion 
of the Kids Camp program

If you have any questions, contact your ministry 
representative on the building committee. If you are 
not a member of one of the ministry groups, contact 
the church office at info@sentforothers.org.  I am 
always available to answer any questions you might 
have at r.b.peete@att.net. 

         ~ Dick Peete, Trustee Chair

Our Moms’ Group 

meets one Saturday  

a month from

9:00 am to 11:00 am 

in the church  

social hall. 

Moms’ Group   

The next meeting date is: 
Saturday, June 9, from 9 am to 11 am

Babysitting is available but must be reserved 
in advance.  

All moms are welcome! 

Want to learn more? Contact Jill Puleo at 
908-455-0706 or jill.puleo@merck.com.
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Whether you’re planning an event or recruiting for a 
ministry, communicating the right messages through 
the right channels can help you raise awareness and 
increase engagement. 

Before creating a communication, contact Beth 
Crawford, who will help determine the best way to get 
your message out. Only approved communications, 
formatted in Clinton UMC branding (see separate 
brand and style guides), may be distributed or 
posted.  This reference guide explains requirements 
for various types of communication.

Weekly Bulletin
The bulletin includes special announcements. 
When space is limited, announcements for large 
audiences (typically 50% or more of readership) will 
be given preference. Typical announcements include 
calendar updates, notices, and worship information. 
Submission requirements:
• Length: 2-3 sentences maximum, including 

contact information
• Running Time: 3 weeks, maximum
• Deadline: Tuesday, 4:00 p.m.

Midweek News
The midweek news email contains timely events 
and announcements. Most messages cover events/
information no more than four weeks out. Submission 
requirements:
• Length: 3 sentences maximum
• Running Time: 2 weeks maximum
• Deadline: Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. 

Newsletter
Clinton UMC’s monthly newsletter is available online 
and in print. Due to space limitations, not all content 
submitted will be used. Submission requirements:
• Length: Varies
• Running Time: Varies, but typically 3 months 

maximum
• Deadline: The 15th of the previous month

Verbal Announcements 
A limited number of verbal announcements are 
made on Sunday mornings. Due to time limitations, 
we cannot accommodate all requests for verbal 
announcements. Only announcements approved 
in advance that apply to a large audience (roughly 
50+% of congregation) will be considered. Contact 
Beth Crawford to request a verbal announcement.

Clinton UMC Website (sentforothers.org)
Sentforothers.org is designed for both the local 
community and our existing church family. 
Messaging reflects the outward-facing nature of the 
website. Contact Beth Crawford to help determine 
messaging, length, and appropriate channels for 
distribution.

Facebook
Social media is best used for special events, updates 
and timely messages. Photos are encouraged 
(with permission of people in photo). Submission 
requirements:
• Length: 3 sentences maximum 
• Running Time: 3 weeks maximum
• Deadline: Varies according to social media 

editorial calendar

Indoor Signs and Displays
Indoor signs convey member or visitor information. 
As with other communication vehicles, all signs and 
displays must be approved prior to posting. Only a 
limited number of communications may be posted 
at once to maximize readership and minimize clutter.
• Length: As short as possible!
• Running time: Varies by event.
• Deadline: Six weeks before an event (2 weeks to 

produce sign; 4 weeks’ notice before event). 

Getting the Word Out: A Guide to Communications at Clinton UMC

Results-Oriented Communications
Before you write any communication, ask 
yourself: “What do I want people to do after 
they read my information?” Your announcement 
should be designed around that goal, with a 
clear call to action. Include a description of the 
event or need; location; time and date; contact 
person; action needed; and deadline.
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MissionPossible

Stories are powerful. They help us see opportunity, 
teach us lessons, and give us a window into 
possibility.

We know that we are 
a community sent for 
others. The missions 
team plays just a small 
role in that, making 
sure funds tithed to 
missions get allocated to 
organizations near and 
far, finding opportunities 
for people to roll up 
their sleeves and serve, 
and helping coordinate, 
facilitate, or fund 
mission work that CUMC 
members are doing.

Beyond that – way beyond that – every member of 
CUMC is doing some kind of mission in the world, 
whether it’s visiting a friend, relative or shut-in, 
cooking and delivering a meal to someone in need, 
spending an hour or two at the nursing home, 
driving someone to work or a doctor’s appointment 
when their car breaks down, helping pack boxes 
to get ready for a move, or simply being present in 
someone’s time of need. Some travel far away, some 
don’t travel at all. 

We want to hear your story. Where have you been 
serving? Whom have you been serving? How has 
that changed you? What have you learned about 
yourself and about God along the way? What’s your 
advice to someone who’s taking their first steps 
serving others?

We want to tell your mission story. It’s powerful.

Contact Greg Crawford at gcrawf216@gmail.com or 
908.343.1936.

Summer Mission Opportunity

August 11-18: LAMB Institute, Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. For more information on LAMB Institute, 
go to lambinstitute.org or find them on Facebook. To 
learn more about our trip, contact Greg Crawford at 
gcrawf216@gmail.com or 908.343.1936.

~ Greg Crawford, Missions Chair

What’s Your Story?

Nursing Home Ministry   

On the third Sunday of each month, a group from 
CUMC visits the Rolling Hills Nursing Home at  
2:30 pm for a time of song and fellowship. If you speak 
with Ed Davis or any one of the people from our 
church family who have been to Rolling Hills for this 
special ministry, you will hear about the power of love 
and encouragement between people. We encourage 
you to consider joining the group any month!

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to 
receive the prayers of our people each week.  We 
appreciate every prayer that is lifted for healing and 
comfort for those who are in a time of trial.  You may 
also join us in the sanctuary each Thursday at noon 
to pray for our friends and loved ones.  Prayers may 
be sent to the church office through our app or email.  

Prayer is a treasure that is never exhausted.

Prayer Chain  

Mission/Fundraiser 

Purchase ShopRite cards for 
your everyday needs.  CUMC 
receives 5% back on every 
card sold.  Proceeds help 
fund supplies for coffee hour 
and other church activities.  
Cards are sold in the social 
hall most every Sunday between services.  This is a 
practical way to help us continue our journey.
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Every Sunday morning, coffee, tea, and hot chocolate 
are ready by 8 am in the social hall for all the early birds; 
then, during fellowship time goodies and juices are also 
available.

Our weekly Sunday morning fellowship time held 
between services, enjoyed by so many, is staffed each 
week by those in our congregation, as well as our Care 
Committee members who are willing to serve others.   

A big “thank you” to our May hosts: Elaine Peete, Trustee 
Committee, Children’s & Family Ministry, and the Care 
Committee.

Questions? Contact Mary Fitzpatrick at  
mefitz62@hotmail.com.

Show You Care: Share Coffee!   

6/3/18	 Lydia	&	Steve	Meier	 
 in celebration of Kara’s 7th birthday

6/10/18	 Don	&	Jane	Treece		 
 in celebration of their 51st wedding  
 anniversary

6/17/18	 Grete	&	Eric	Straube	
 in celebration of Kyle’s 21st birthday

6/24/18	 Jill	&	John	Puleo			 
 in celebration of their 28th wedding  
 anniversary

Flower Dedications

Sign-up for altar flower dedications is located in the hallway.  Feel free to write your dedication in the spaces 
provided for the week of your choice.  The cost of the flowers each week is $35, which you can place in the 
offering plate with a note designating altar flowers.
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CUMC Picture Gallery



10

IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure	your	mail	is	not	lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev.	Michael	P.	Smith	

Senior Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 609-435-2771 

michael@sentforothers.org 

Sandi	Graham	
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
Fax 908-735-5041 

office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Mecan Payne 
Director of Youth Ministries 

484-798-5339
mecan@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Corbin	Payne 
Digital Ministry Lead 

908-735-7025 
corbin@sentforothers.org 

Melissa Nyoni
Director, Children’s & Family Ministry

908-735-7025 
melissa@sentforothers.org 

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Interim Choir Director

908-735-7025


