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June 2021

to the June 2021 issue 
of the Clinton  United 
Methodist Church  
newsletter. We are 
a  community sent for 
others; our hope is for all 
people  to experience 
God’s love in Jesus Christ.

Welcome . . .

In This Issue:

Our Joyful 
Noise

The CHO-sen Words

Greetings in the joy of Jesus Christ, our beloved Lord and Savior!

The CDC has announced that those who have been fully vaccinated 
no longer need to wear masks indoors or outdoors and maintain social 
distancing.  This is the great news we have been waiting for. Though 
the governor has not yet lifted the mask-wearing mandate for indoors 
in public, it almost feels like a great big light at the end of a long tunnel, 
doesn’t it? I want to thank you all for your resilient and resurrection faith, 
gracious patience and unwavering commitment to our beloved church 
here in Clinton.

As your pastor, I have wanted to be able to hold worship services free 
from all the physical restrictions, such as wearing masks and honoring the 
6-foot distancing rule.  I am working with our Responsible Reentry Team 
and staff on a transition plan for worship, fellowship, and other functions of 
the church. (See page 3 for details as of press time)

It will take a while for all of us to get used to this change.  Some of you may 
not be fully vaccinated or ready to stop wearing masks. Some of you may 
wonder about our friends who have not been vaccinated yet. My pastoral 
encouragement (not rules or regulations) to you is this: Practice common 
sense, apply personal responsibility and care for others.  And if you have 
not been vaccinated yet, my hope is that you will get your shots sooner 
than later.
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Encouraging Word Series

All Sunday Services launch online at 8am and are available 24/7 afterward.

June 6: “Building the Church” | 1 Corinthians 14:1-12 

June 13: “The New Community” | Acts 6:1-6 

June 20: “From Magic to Miracles” | Acts 8:4-13 

June 27: “The Peaceable Kingdom” | Isaiah 11:6-9 

Journeying with you,
Pastor Brandon

Lead Pastor
brandon@sentforothers.org

This is the season of new beginnings…with a new normal.  God is leading us on! Let us follow God’s 
path of life, hope, and love.  Thanks be to God.

Encouraging Word Series: “CHURCH LIFE”

For the month of June, we begin a series on life in the church. In this series, we will be exploring what it 
means to belong to this incredible institution, which can be for us the body of Christ in a very real way. 
We understand that Christ is the foundation upon which we build the church, but what does it take 
to build the church? What kind of community is it we are establishing? What difference does church 
membership make in our lives? Finally, what does it mean to belong to the body of Christ? These are 
questions we will be addressing together as we consider our common life in the church.

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
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Indoor Services to Resume June 20
We have exciting news to share: Clinton UMC will be resuming indoor services effective Sunday, 
June 20. The Responsible Reentry Team recently made the decision based on updated government 
guidelines. 

Starting June 20, we will have two in-person services: 
    •  9 am outdoor service. We’ll continue our popular outdoor service but move up the time. In 
accordance with government guidelines, masks will be optional for vaccinated people, and optional for 
unvaccinated people if social distancing is followed. 
    •  11 am indoor service. In according with government guidelines, we’ll continue our mask and social 
distancing requirements. A children’s program will be offered (masks required). 
    •  Online services will continue to be offered. We are planning to transition from pre-recorded services 
to a live stream over time. 

Coffee time/refreshments will not yet be served. 

We expect that this schedule will evolve along with government guidelines, so please check our 
website or contact the church office if you have any questions. 

The church building is open for community groups and other small groups. Other uses will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. Please contact Sandi Graham (office@sentforothers.org) for more 
details or to reserve space. 

Financial Update
IRA Owners: Know Your Tax Breaks

Are you taking a required minimum distribution from 
an IRA? Contributing directly to a charity may result in 
tax advantages, according to The Best Way to Handle 
Required Minimum Distributions, (Forbes, April 13, 2018). 
In this article, author Bob Carlson discusses how qualified 
charitable distributions (QCDs) might both benefit your 
charity and lighten your tax bill. 

Under a QCD, a charitable contribution is made directly 
from the IRA to the receiving organization. The amount 
taken from the IRA isn’t included in the gross income of the IRA owner. 

For more information, visit the IRS website on IRA FAQs or talk to your financial adviser to see if this 
strategy makes sense for you. If you have questions about how to give to Clinton UMC, contact Rose 
Leonard (rose@sentforothers.org) or Beth Crawford (beth@sentforothers.org).

https://www.forbes.com/sites/bobcarlson/2018/04/13/why-retirees-should-make-charitable-contributions-from-their-iras/#3a1b1d516fa1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bobcarlson/2018/04/13/why-retirees-should-make-charitable-contributions-from-their-iras/#3a1b1d516fa1
https://www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plans-faqs-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Less Is More 

Do you want people to know about a ministry you lead or 
an event in our church? Do you want to cut through the 
clutter and be heard? If so, check out the first article in our 
new communications series. 

When I lived in Hong Kong, buying groceries was 
overwhelming at first. Shelves and shelves of products. 
Labels I didn’t understand. So much to sort through… how 
would I get what I came for? I wanted to walk out, but I 
needed to put food on the table.

Despite our good intentions, we sometimes do the same 
thing with church communications. Our church does 
many great things, and of course we want people to know 
about them! But “shelves and shelves” full of information 
on ministries and events can be hard to sort through. Now layer on top of this the other information people 
get every day: news, shopping ads, app notifications, messages from school or work…and so on.  

It would be easy for anyone to get overloaded and stop paying attention. 

What does this mean for you? 

If you want to invite people to join you in a ministry or at an event, the “less is more” principle can help. 
Here are three ways to craft a more meaningful message:

    •  Stick to what’s important. Tell people why they should join you (from their standpoint—how will it 
benefit them?). Give them dates, times, deadlines, and contact information. Clearly state next steps. In 
many cases, that’s all they need.

    •  Tell your story in chapters. You usually don’t have to tell your story all at once. For an event, for instance, 
you might start with a “save the date” notice and then add details as the event draws near. 

    •  Let us help. Contact Beth Crawford (beth@sentforothers.org), who can help you figure out how to 
create audience-focused messages and which communication channels work best for your needs. 

Interested in this topic? Click here for more. Have a communication question? Contact Beth Crawford 

(beth@sentforothers.org).

Let’s Talk: Church Communication Tips & Tricks

North Hunterdon Mission Update
We’re on the move! Clinton UMC’s Dream Team is evaluating options for monthly worship services at our 
North Hunterdon campus, with the goal of drawing in more people sometime in the fall. 

As we mentioned last month, our goal is to create a new and different type of worshipping community at 
North Hunterdon. We wanted the initiative to be highly relational and to integrate food, faith, and mission. 
This faith community, along with the North Hunterdon Thrift Shop, will anchor a Hope Center that offers 
services, and potentially, meeting space to the community at large. 

Our monthly meal ministry continues on the last Wednesday of the month from 4-6 pm. (Contact us or the 
church office for details.) 

If you have a heart for mission or want to know more about our plans, please contact us or any member 
of the Dream Team. 

Greg Crawford (gcrawf216@gmail.com) and 

Nick Tonzetich (ntonzetich@gmail.com)

Dream Team Co-Chairs

mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
https://www.industryweek.com/leadership/corporate-culture/article/21156878/making-less-is-more-your-communication-mantra
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:gcrawf216%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ntonzetich%40gmail.com?subject=
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Youth Ministry

The youth have been so grateful to be able to return to their normal schedule. They enjoyed a board game 
night and have been very busy planning for Youth Sunday on June 13th. Our mini retreat (Box City style) 
was a lot of fun! We discussed being grateful for the small things as well as how we can help others in our 
community. 

We have had some great meals this month and are thankful to those who provided dinner on Sunday 
nights. If you are interested in donating dinner to the youth at any point, please visit this link or reach out to 
Jess Vega (jess@sentforothers.org) to sign up.

We ask that you would please continue to pray for our youth program in the following ways: 
• Pray for our summer program, that we may continue to meet and enjoy our time together safely.
• Pray for the physical health of our students, youth families, and leaders. 
• Pray for mental and emotional health as we all navigate these trying times filled with so much anger and
  hate in the world. 
• Pray for spiritual growth, that the Holy Spirit would continue to plant seeds in the hearts of our students.

Jess Vega, Coordinator of Youth Ministries 
jess@sentforothers.org 

Last month we celebrated Mothers’ Day! Our Sunday School kids decorated 
flowerpots and planted flowers in them at our Mothers’ Day service. There 
are new crafts in the craft bin on the front steps of the church. Please stop 
by and pick some up, or grab some after service on Sundays!

Peace,
Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry
faith@sentforothers.org

Children’s Ministry

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4fa5ab2aabfec34-jymdinner
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess%40sentforothers.org%20%20?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org%20?subject=
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NH Thrift Shop Update
NH Thrift Shop’s first Mother’s Day 
Extravaganza last month was a smashing 
success! The colorful event was blessed 
with sunshine and spring breezes. 
Children made cards and gifts for their 
moms at kids’ activity stations, helped 
by the church youth group. Free snacks 
and drinks were provided by Shop-Rite 
of Clinton. Thanks to the shop volunteers, 
the church youth and others who made 
this fun event possible!

June is a great month to find some terrific 
bargains upstairs through June 19 at the 
Overstock Thrifty Shop. The Father’s Day 
Mini-Sale, held all month, features a Buy 
1, Get 1 Free Sale of all men’s clothes. 
Looking ahead, a Christmas in July Sale 
will be held from June 30 to July 31.

The shop has met its ambitious goal of 
collecting 5,000 pairs of shoes to help 
others in less-developed countries 
through the shop’s Soles4Souls Shoe 
Drive! Many thanks to all of you who 
donated shoes to help the shop meet 
its goal! The shoes will be distributed 
worldwide by Soles4Souls, a non-profit micro-enterprise program. Families in the program can refurbish 
and sell the donated shoes to help pay for food, housing and education. Shop Manager Danielle Banes said 
she especially thanks church members Dick & Elaine Peete and Don & Jane Treece for taking many bags 
of shoes from the church office to the shop. She thanks church member Mary Fitzpatrick for organizing a 
shoe drive at her workplace. The shop will continue to collect shoes in any condition for donation to S4S.

You can help support single parents through our current mission, a Diaper and Baby Items Drive, continuing 
through June 30, to benefit the clients of the Friendship Center for New Beginnings. We’re seeking donations 
of new, unopened packages of Pampers and Huggies diapers, particularly sizes 5 and 6, and brand-new 
baby items to make gift baskets. These items can be dropped off during shop hours, after calling the shop 
at 908-735-0177, or can be dropped off at the church office. After hours, they can be left at the office porch 
by the ramp door.

This month, the shop seeks donations of Christmas and Halloween items, Father’s Day items, jeans, kids’ 
clothing and high school and college supplies, including gear for dorms and apartments. The shop is 
accepting donations of clean, good-quality spring and summer clothing and home goods in a contact-free 
process and by appointment only by calling the shop. For details of this process, visit the shop’s Facebook 
page or our website.

For more information, call the shop or email danielle@sentforothers.org or visit the shop on Facebook or 
Instagram.

Blessings,

Emily Colo, NH Thrift Shop volunteer

mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=
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Prayer Chain

We would love to add you to our prayer chain to receive 
the prayers of our people each week.  We appreciate 
every prayer that is lifted for healing and comfort for 

those who are in a time of need.  

Call or email your request to the church office: office@
sentforothers.org or 908-735-7025. Prayer is a treasure 

that is never exhausted.

Moms’ Group

Our Moms’ Group will meet Saturday, June 19, location TBD.

Want to learn more?  

Contact Jill Puleo at 908-455-0706 or jillpuleo@comcast.net.

The Somerset Patriots are now the AA Affiliate 
of the New York Yankees. Forget the “bad news 
bears”; welcome future stars of the winningest 
sports franchise in US history!

Clinton UMC has been gifted tickets to three games 
this season. 

  •  Sunday, June 20 (Father’s Day) at 1:05 pm; Dads 
get barbecue aprons

  •  Friday, July 23 at 7:05 pm; fireworks after game

  •  Sunday, August 29 at 5:05 pm; free t-shirts

Free parking is included.

Donate just $10 and you’ll be entered in for the drawing for tickets for the game of your choosing. Make 
checks payable to CUMC, and write Home Run Fund in the memo line. 

Contact the church office to buy tickets and financially support our congregation. 

Somerset Patriots Fundraiser

mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:office@sentforothers.org
mailto:jillpuleo%40comcast.net?subject=
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May 24 began the second period of Ordinary Time. The word “ordinary” here does not mean “routine” or 
“not special.” Instead, it refers to the “ordinal numbers” (first, second, third, etc.) used to name and count 
the Sundays. 

It begins the day after Pentecost and continues to Advent. The purpose of this season is to support new 
disciples and the whole congregation in living out the gifts and callings discerned during the Easter 
Season and commissioned on the Day of Pentecost.

Every year, Christians experience the contrast between the central seasons of Christmas and Easter, 
where we see God in the events around the coming of Christ, and the in-between times, where we 
see, speak about and join God’s ongoing work in the world.  We thus experience two regular cycles of 
preparation, celebration and action in ministry each year, with the Ordinary Times as the primary periods 
of action.  The color for this season is green.

Church Season

Building Use Update

As COVID-related restrictions continue to ease, we will begin opening the church to community 
groups and other small groups. Other uses will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Please contact 
Sandi Graham (office@sentforothers.org) for more details or to reserve space. 
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Photo Gallery
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IMPORTANT REMINDER ABOUT CHURCH CORRESPONDENCE!   

The church does not receive mail at 12 Halstead Street (the church) or 
10 Halstead Street (the church office). 

Ensure your mail is not lost: Send mail to the church’s Post Office Box in Clinton: 
P.O. Box 5331, Clinton, NJ 08809 

Send packages to 10 Halstead Street, Clinton, NJ 08809.

CUMC Staff
Rev. Dr. Brandon Cho

Lead Pastor 
908-735-7025 Ext. 1 
Cell 973-525-2888 

brandon@sentforothers.org 

Sandi Graham 
Administrative Assistant 

908-735-7025 Ext. 0 
office@sentforothers.org 

Beth Crawford 
Executive Director, Pastoral Ministries 

908-442-3934
beth@sentforothers.org 

Jess Vega
Coordinator of Youth Ministry

jess@sentforothers.org  

Rose Leonard 
Accountant/Bookkeeper 

908-735-7025 Ext. 4 
rose@sentforothers.org 

Eric & Erica Rasmussen
Digital Ministry Coordinators

erica@sentforothers.org

Karl Dietel
Accompanist
908-735-7025

Heather Schweitzer
Choir Coordinator

908-735-7025
choir@sentforothers.org

Faith Evers
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry

faith@sentforothers.org

Danielle Banes
Manager 

North Hunterdon Thrift Shop
danielle@sentforothers.org

mailto:brandon@sentforothers.org
mailto:office%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:beth%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:jess@sentforothers.org
mailto:rose%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:erica%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:choir%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:faith%40sentforothers.org?subject=
mailto:danielle%40sentforothers.org?subject=

